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February 22, 2026   For more information, see Rail-Grid.org or Contact us. 
RGC explores the potential for commercial innovation, environmental sustainability, and public benefit based on the sharing of ideas and information about the future of the rail and power networks. Workshops - Conferences - Federal & State Engagement - Industry Intelligence - Regulatory Interventions & Comment - Policy Maker Briefings - Studies and Analysis – Commercial Approaches and Support
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I. From Capitol Hill

A. The Rail and Highway Transmission Planning Act (HR 7504)

On February 5, Representative Kevin Mullin (CA) introduced a bill to accelerate development of electric transmission facilities to meet surging demand, especially those that cross state, regional or market  boundaries.              https://kevinmullin.house.gov/2026/02/05/rail-and-highway-transmission-planning-act/ The Bill is a timely response to the deployment problems facing electric transmission development nationally and emphasizes that  locating transmission in existing railroad rights of way is a viable complement to siting and permitting reforms.  As Rep. Mullin stated: “Complex permitting processes, cross-state siting challenges, and constrained rights of way often make expanding the electric grid challenging and expensive. One solution is to make better use of existing infrastructure like highways and railways, which could serve as corridors for new high-voltage transmission lines. 
Making use of these existing public rights of way could save resources and time, and ultimately improve the reliability and resilience of the grid. As energy demands continue to rise, modernizing the electrical grid is crucial to increase supply, reduce costs, and transition to cleaner and more dependable sources.”
In strong support of the legislation, Jim Hoecker, former Chairman of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, speaking on behalf of the Rail-Grid Collaborative, stated that the Mullin bill “is potentially an enormous win-win for transmission developers trying to plan and construct projects across state, market, and electrical regions, with all the uncoordinated permitting that entails, and for railroads that may have linear rights-of-way suitable to long-term licenses that enhance their bottom lines. The DOE study that the bill directs will be very revealing in these respects and can help accelerate collaboration between the rapidly-evolving power business and right of way owners.”  RGC continues to line up support for this innovative proposal.
B. Other Relevant  Federal & State Policy Developent Activity -- What To Watch For
· RGC is  monitoring and, as needed, engaging in legislative discussions on proposed infrastructure permitting reforms and bills such as the Battery and Regenerative Braking (BRB) Act, Forging Ahead on Rail Electrification (FARE) Act, SAFE CROSS Act,  and the Standardizing Permitting Expedition  and Economic Development (SPEED) Act.
· RGC will focus on development of state rail plans and the potential inclusion of electrification and other cross-sector modernization policies. 
· RGC participated in a Request for Information from DOE’s Grid Deployment Office.  The RFI is part of DOE’s “Speed To Power” Initiative on high density electricity demand for new large loads and the need for accelerated planning.
· Also of interest: DOE’s directive to FERC to facilitate large load interconnection (action required by 4/30/26); and NERC’s interregional transfer capacity study (FERC docket AD23-3).

II. COMMENTARY:  CO-LOCATION – THE TIME IS RIPE

Installation of high voltage electric transmission in railroad rights of way is a realizable energy opportunity and an approach to infrastructure siting that can be part of both rail modernization and grid planning in North America.  Rail and power network systems have the potential to complement one another, yet co-location has been largely ignored in regional grid planning and during Congressional struggles with infrastructure siting and permitting reform.  It’s time co-location is recognized as a viable element of strategic planning and industrial policy.  Significant examples now exist of Class 1 freight railroads agreeing to license rights-of-way to transmission developers, namely the SOO Green HVDC Link in the upper Midwest and the Champlain Hudson Power Express in New York State.  The railroads involved in these forward-looking initiatives deserve congratulations! 

	The prospect for more co-location projects is significant for those who pine for a stronger, more integrated electrical grid across geographic and market boundaries but who also confront the reality that siting high voltage projects is an excruciatingly slow and expensive process.  Of course, railroads cannot be expected to license their real estate cheaply or without due concern for their operations; they have many competing concerns when it comes to their rights of way, not the least of which is safety.   The benefits of co-location may nevertheless induce railroads to participate in the electric power ecosystem where AI, digitalization, regional planning, energy storage, mobile charging technologies, competition, and trade-offs between AC and DC approaches are moving quickly.  A recent RGC conversation with a USDOT leader highlighted how the current push by industrial policymakers may create new strategic choices for rail.  The opportunity to utilize rail rights of way more fully is ”not just about the revenue generation;” beyond that,  railroads should think about “what it does to [their] business” in terms of opening up collateral opportunities for other industrial uses or development opportunities next door, including the potential for increasing carloads of freight in transit and decreasing the level of trucking necessitated by the absence of freight rail competition. 

	At a time when the electric power industry is confronting the prospect of major surges in demand, leap-frogging technologies, its own aging facilities, and the compelling need to expand the transmission grid, a potential cross-sector commercial partnership benefits all involved. Consequently, the need for collaboration and coordination between utilities and transportation property owners has never been greater. Few if any property owners can provide the extensive network of linear rights-of-way that railroads of all classes and vintages possess.  The public and private interest in co-location isn’t hard to see.    J. Hoecker, February 2026
	    

		Dear Reader: To review the contents of the two RGC Town Hall Meetings (December 16, 2025 and January 13, 2026), please find records and exhibits posted at https://Rail-Grid.org   under Resources.

	                                                                         Partnerships and Support
This innovative cross-sector agenda is designed to appeal to critical business and public interests, and to encourage elements of industry to working together. RGC is a “business league” that is member-supported and member-driven; its dues are tax-exempt; and its mission-driven activities and objectives are always open for internal discussion and new ideas.
Here’s part of what RGC Members can look forward to:
· Discussion of potential study or workshop topics such as: rail and energy drivers for rural economic development; electrification for rail-served ports; electrification of mining operations and other industries, including their serving rail lines; public and private benefits from rail expansion; and the business and planning case for transmission development using rail rights of way.
· Participation in 2026 workshops to shape collaborative research and policy initiatives.
· Building expertise, resources, and funding to support ongoing studies and demonstration projects with strategic partners.
· Engagement in advocacy efforts before state policy makers and at FERC, FRA, DOE and Congress to promote legislative and regulatory changes that benefit utilities and railroads.
The cost to participate?  We ask only $10,000/year for full members from the railroad or transmission industries, and $3000 to 5000/year for stakeholders at the associate level  (for example, shippers, contractors, suppliers, RTOs, generators, advocacy orgs., state or advocacy organizations, technology or law firms, rural coops, municipals, etc.)
Membership fees can be reduced for (1) any organizations, individuals, academics, and protected public institutions, based on status or an inability to pay, and (2) persons or organizations that choose instead to partner with RGC or other members to sponsor a specific event on an important topic or development of broad or compelling interest.   For example, a one-day workshop in Washington DC or the vicinity can range from $10,000 up to $50,000 depending on venue and attendance.
Next Steps and Timeline
	Event
	Date

	Friday team meetings -- invitation
	Beginning January 2026

	Follow-up Strategy Meetings (open to all)
	March 2026 TBD
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