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DR. MARY BISBEE-BURROWS

Dr. Mary Bisbee-Burrows is a dedicated leader focused on empowering women, especially women
of color, and building stronger communities. With over two decades of experience in health and
human services, she has worked at the New York State Department of Health, offering self-help
strategies, crisis intervention, and behavioral health support. She also developed curriculums for
the University of Rochester and writes and is the contributing editor for Upstate New York Gospel
Magazine, using her voice to amplify underserved communities.

As CEO of the Legacy Drama House, she fosters community growth through educational events
like the Melanin Market, ROC the Vote and the Economic Empowerment & Entrepreneur Expo.
Dr. Mary also created Sista Siesta, an international retreat program designed to help women
reach their highest potential through travel, relaxation, and sisterhood.

Dr. Mary has received several distinct honors for her commitment to community service. Most
recently she was selected for the 2025 Girl Scouts of Western New York WWomen of Distinction
Award. In 2024 she was the recipient of the Rochester Juneteenth Festival-
Good & Faithful Servant, Excellence in Ministry Award. She is the proud

awardee of both the 2024 and the 2019 Rochester Alumnae Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated’s Community Service
Award. In addition, The Sisters For A Better Black Community bestowed
her the 2019 Phenomenal Woman Award.

A . Dr. Mary holds multiple degrees including a doctorate in Executive

B Leadership from St. John Fisher University. Her faith is central to

- X\ herlife, and she is actively involved at Aenon Missionary Baptist
Church. Married for 29 years to her high school

sweetheart Kenneth, they are the proud parents of three children:
Maya, Keniya, and Bryce.
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10:30 AM: Registration & Doors Open

11:00 AM - Noon: Networking & Vendor Support

12:00 - 12:15 PM
Mistress of Ceremony - Racqui B.
Prayer - Minister Debra E. Washington Bell
Welcome - Dr. Mary Bisbee-Burrows

Words of Encouragement
Mayor Malik Evans, City of Rochester | Senator Samra G. Brouk, New York State
County Executive Adam Bello, Monroe County | Ricky Frazier, Monroe County Legislature

12:15 - 1:00 PM: Speakers Panel - “It's All About the Benjamins”
Facilitator - Dr. Cheryl McKeiver
Panelist(s) Session
Monique Chatman, Assunta Davidson, Tarchia Powell Dianne Snowden-Johnson, & Kenisha Terry-June.

1:00 - 2:00 PM
Raffles/Lunch Served/Networking/Backdrop Photos & Vendor Support

2:00 PM: Mistress of Ceremony - Racqui B

2:10-2:45PM
Plenary Sessions
“Prepared to Prosper: Funding Your Business with Kiva” - Maisha Beard (Highland K)
“Automating Success: Streamlining Operations in Small Businesses” - Rumella Cameron (Highland J)
“Grant Writing: Things Funders Are Looking For” - Krystle Ellis & Sydney Bell (Main Stage)

2:45 - 3:00 PM:
Networking/Backdrop Photos & Vendor Support

3:00 - 3:30 PM:
Introduction of Keynote Speaker - Racqui B
Keynote Address - Latia Vaughn

3:30 - 4:00 PM:
Legacy Changemaker Awards Presentation — Dr. Mary Bisbee-Burrows
The 2024 Legacy Changemaker Overall Winner -Wanda Ridgeway (Rise Up Rochester)
Alexis Burgess
Breonna Orum
Marquita Rugless
Ebony Nicole Smith
Khadija Yawn

4:00 - 4:10 PM: 50/50 Raffle & Acknowledgements
4:10 PM: Closing Prayer - Minister Debra E. Washington Bell
4:15-5:00 PM: Networking/Backdrop Photos & Vendor Support
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Racquel Stephen also known as "Racqui B" is WXXI's

health, equity and community reporter and producer.

She holds a bachelor's degree in English literature from the
University of Rochester and a master's degree in
broadcasting and digital journalism from the S.I. Newhouse
School of Public Communications at Syracuse University.

She is also a weekend radio personality for Rochester’s hip
hop & R&B station The Beat 105.5FM.

DR. CHERYL MCKEIVER

Dr. Cheryl McKeiver is a dynamic host of the finest hour in
radio on WDKX! She discussed financial trends and issues
that face the Rochester community. Reaching an audience
of over 250,000 listeners at 103.9 FM the programming is
as diverse as the listening audience. You never know what
the topic of discussion may be! As a community service,
listners may call, text or email their financial questions and
receive live responses to the issue that matters the most to
them right now.



LATIA
VAUGHAN

Global Futurist | Transformational Leader | Strategist

In the realm of visionary leadership, Latia Vaughan doesn't just stand out—she stands alone.
As one of only 1% of African American Women Futurists in North America, Latia is not
merely predicting the future—she’s actively creating it.

Latia Vaughan possesses a transformative edge that transcends traditional boundaries. Her
unparalleled strategic foresight and spiritual intelligence have illuminated industries,
empowered thousands, and redefined how global organizations approach innovation. From the
United Nations stage to Fortune 100 boardrooms, Latia is a transformational speaker,
corporate strategist, and spiritual powerhouse. Her words have resonated through the halls of
industry giants such as Meta, GEICO, Instagram, and Google, inspiring minds and
invigorating strategies worldwide.

As an award-winning entrepreneur known as “The Dream Pusher,” Latia’s 20+ years of
experience in evolutionary leadership development have empowered individuals to access,
activate, and accelerate their highest potential. Her bestselling book, RE:DiscoverU: Dare to
Evolve, teaches readers to rise from life’s quicksand, disrupt limiting cycles, and ignite their
personal superpower.

A United Nations Speaker, UN Women Ally, and Board Member for the 19th

Amendment Expansion Project, Latia’s global advocacy drives equity and creates
sustainable pathways for underrepresented women. Her innovative frameworks empower
leaders to not just anticipate change but to architect it, leaving an indelible impact on
industries and communities worldwide.

Featured in over 200 media outlets—including FORBES, NPR, Black Enterprise,
and the ESSENCE Festival of Culture—Latia is a defining voice of conscious
evolution in our time. Whether advising CEOs, royal dignitaries, religious
leaders, celebrities, or visionary changemakers, her work sets a new
standard where transformation and fulfillment are inevitable outcomes.

A devoted wife and mother of five beautiful children, Latia embodies
the transformation she champions. Her mission transcends stages

and boardrooms: architecting a future where equity and conscious
evolution aren't just ideals—they’re the cornerstones of global
success.

www.latiavaughan.com



MEET THE PRESENTERS

Maisha Beard is a passionate champion for entrepreneurship and economic
empowerment, dedicated to advocating against barriers and creating opportunities.
As Coordinator of Business & Asset Development/Kiva Capital Access Manager,
also known as Mayor Evans’ Business Czar, she helps small business owners
access the funding and resources they need to start, sustain, and expand.

In 2024, she facilitated $194,000 in Kiva loans and led the Mayor's Inaugural
Prepare to Prosper Entrepreneurial Training Program, equipping 50 business
owners with the tools and confidence to build successful, sustainable businesses.

Maisha’s work is about more than funding, it's about impact, legacy, and equity,
making sure every entrepreneur has a fair shot at success.

Syd Bell is a diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) practitioner based in the
Rochester area. Full-time she leads corporate DEI strategy development, education,
and programming.

Outside of her full-time role, she’s developed several learning sessions and courses
focusing on foundational DEI concepts tailored to the needs of the groups, teams,
and companies she works with. Syd has the honor of serving as the Chair of the
Board of Directors at the Women's Foundation of Genesee Valley where she
co-founded WFGV's Immersive Grant Writing Program for Women of Color.

WOMEN’S FOUNDATION
OF GENESEE VALLEY

She holds a master’s degree in human resource development from Nazareth
University and is a certified anti-racism facilitator through 540\WWMain, Inc.




MEET THE PRESENTERS

Rumella Cameron Caraballo, an experienced Business Consultant and the founder
of Conversance Business Solutions has recently been appointed as the Director of
the ROC Women's Business Center at the Urban League of Rochester. Her ability
to drive small businesses towards growth and sustainability has been recognized
nationally, making her a top 30 finalist in the Women's Business Enterprise Council
National Black Business Pitch. In addition to this, she has been nominated for the
RBJ Women of Excellence, which underscores her impact and leadership in the
business community.

Rumella adopts a collaborative and hands-on approach by partnering with business
Busmess‘ ?Ol%tl?ns owners and management teams. She aims to identify a business's strengths,

” weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. She then develops innovative and practical
strategies that help businesses capitalize on growth opportunities while minimizing
risks.

Krystle Ellis, widely known as "The Culture Broker," is a highly decorated
powerhouse whose dynamic approach blends warmth with unshakable authority,
leaving a lasting impact wherever she goes. Owner of Ellis K Consulting, and
Executive Director of the Women’s Foundation of Genesee Valley, Ellis specializes
in catapulting businesses in varying industries to the next level by implementing
system-wide change methods through a positive and appreciative lens, while
simultaneously being able to locate operational threats and challenges serving as a
barrier to success and profitability.

@ ekt snlle oo Krystle stands as a unique leader in the areas of policy remapping, professional
development, conflict mediation, and operational support. Regarded as a
mastermind and chief strategist, Ellis has been trusted to train members of the New
York State Department of Health, Rochester Police Department, University of
Rochester Medical Center, and countless agencies across the United States.

Krystle is a philanthropist who firmly advocates for the rights of women and providing equitable access to healthcare
for children. She believes in having transparent conversations that inspire people to soar higher and values the
currency of transformational love and honor.




MEET THE PANELISTS

Monique Chatman is upstate Rochester New York’s pioneer in men’s self care. A
serial entrepreneur ,She chose to focus on grooming men due to her large family

(9 brothers) and the lack of self care routines. After her mother, affectionately known
as “Monkey’passed away, Monique fell into a deep depression. It was at this time
that she began to dive deep into her craft and birthed her empire with her line of
men’s beard care products, affectionately named Love Monkey Beards. Her passion
for men’s wellness opened the doors to As a dual licensed professional, Aesthetics
and Nail Care Specialty, Monique has built a large customer base due to her talents,
creativity and ability to connect with others. Her knowledge and passion have helped
to create the foundation for this business endeavor.

EQUAL GROUNDS

COMMUNITY CAFE

The Groom Room Men's Spa & Lounge is a upscale destination that caters to the
wellness and self-care needs of men. Voted as one of the Top 10 Black Owned Spas
to Bliss out in on Trip Advisor. It offers a complete spa and salon experience. Including
a Detox Center with Infrared Saunas. Offering ultra-comfortable treatment rooms with the latest facials and body
treatments geared to appeal to our client base and their needs. We also provide various styles of massage including
traditional, deep tissue, hot stone as well as sports. We pride ourselves on not just providing services but education

on after care for our clients ‘needs.

Her latest business venture was purchasing a staple business in the South Wedge. A Twenty-year-old turn key café
Equal Grounds Community Café. Making a second marker of Women/Black & Minority owned businesses of unique
caliber in her native city. Monique is a motivator for dreamers aspiring to launch their dreams and starting new
businesses. Offering Coaching to entrepreneurs who are looking for hands on guidance.

Assunta Davidson is a visionary entrepreneur, innovator, and community leader
dedicated to empowering others through faith, business, and mentorship. As the founder of
B. Renewed, she transforms lives by providing solutions for hair loss, a journey inspired by
her own experience with postpartum hair loss. A Certified Hair Loss Practitioner, Assunta
goes beyond products and services—she offers encouragement, education, and emotional
support to those struggling with hair loss. By sharing her story on YouTube, she has built a
deeply connected community, helping others reclaim their confidence.

Her influence in the hair and beauty industry is undeniable. She has been featured on
BlackHairMag.com, HerGivenHair.com, and Curlkalon.com and became one of Curlkalon’s
top-earning ambassadors. HerGivenHair even honored her by creating a signature wig
named after B. Renewed. Assunta’s reputation for innovation extends to her patented and
S/ VELUL trademarked invention, the Renewed InstaBun, which has garnered accolades in pitch
competitions.

Beyond B. Renewed, Assunta is deeply committed to community impact and economic
empowerment. As a Look Good Feel Better Facilitator with the American Cancer Society,
she helps women battling cancer with makeup and wig care. She also serves as the
Program Manager for the RIT Center for Urban Entrepreneurship (CUE), where she plays a pivotal role in helping underserved
small business owners grow and scale their businesses. Through CUE, she provides coaching, business development support,
and access to resources that foster long-term success.

With a passion for mentorship, entrepreneurship, and faith-driven leadership, Assunta is not only creating innovative solutions
she is passing the torch to the next generation of changemakers.



ENW,

----------

LEADERSHIP

Kenisha June, Owner and master stylist at Visions Beauty salon, where her passion
for beauty and style comes to life. Through her hard work and passion for the
beauty industry Kenisha has empowered countless individuals to level up and
pursue their dreams in the hair and beauty industry fostering a diverse and inclusive
environment that celebrates creativity and innovation. Kenisha established herself
as a true veteran by serving others and creating a lane for herself demonstrating an
unwavering purpose driven commitment to her craft and her community. On January
2,2024 Kenisha dreams became a reality becoming owner of Visions School of
Beauty the first black owned licensed private Cosmetology School in upstate New
York. CEO ,director and lead instructor of Visions School of Beauty, Kenisha is
committed to the industry instructing ,inspiring and guiding beauty professionals to
show up for themselves daily to reach the next level Through education and
mentorship to become professionals, business owners and build thriving careers in
the beauty industry.

Tarchia Powell is a leadership catalyst with over 25 years in Leadership
Development, championing the belief that everyone has inherent leadership
qualities. Fueled by energy, rooted in authenticity, and guided by truth, Tarchia
merges her corporate edge with her calling to develop leaders who lead with
courage and clarity.

She co-founded Encourage Leadership in 2012 to equip and empower through
coaching, speaking, and workshop facilitation. The Leader School launched in 2024
to build leaders who don't just survive but thrive with strength and stability.

Tarchia fosters environments where personal growth flourishes, guiding individuals
to improve their character, careers, and circumstances. She emphasizes respect,
hope, love, and faith. Her encouragement has a profound impact on shaping
destinies. Tarchia resides in Rochester with her husband and their five children.
Tarchia Powell is a multifaceted transformational leader.




The Miss Sweet Potato Pie World, Inc. Enterprise is the “brain child” of Dianne
Snowden-Johnson. The Enterprise is comprised of a Education and Entertainment
Center with its lead actor, the Child-friendly Character - Miss Sweet Potato Pie. In
1998, Dianne decided to launch the character after watching an episode of Oprah
on following your dreams. She said to find out your passion and write it down and
follow it. She wrote it down next to her favorite script or Habakkuk 2:2:3 " And the
ord answered me, and, said, Write the vision, make it plain upon tables, that he
may run that readeth it. The name combines her paternal grandmother’s nickname
"Sweet" and the fond memory of her maternal grandmother who taught her to
make sweet potato pies.Dianne was born in Rochester, New York to The Late
Deacon Hughie and Josephine Snowden. She is the middle child of 6 children. A
product of the Rochester City School District, she is proud to be among the first
graduating class of The School of Performance Arts then housed within the

Wilson Jr. Sr. High School. From grades 9 — 12 she attended and timely graduated

from East High School. Later Ms. Snowden-Johnson enrolled in Brockport State College; earning a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in African American studies. Her academic career continued at the Nazareth College where she obtained a
Master of Science in Education.In addition to academic institutions, among those who have bestowed honors/awards
upon are: the United Way of Greater Rochester, the Monroe County Legislature, African American Leadership
Development Program, and the Democrat & Chronicle among the 2012 Black History Month Unsung Hero feature
articles. Of all of her accomplishments, Dianne Snowden-Johnson is most proud to be the mother of the talented
Pablo Jermaris Jr. and Porshia Moné Johnson.Dianne Snowden-Johnson is actively engaged in her life’s mission:
“to be a positive force in the lives of American youth through Arts and Education”. By day, she is a teacher within

the Rochester City School and all other waking hours she is Miss Sweet Potato Pie. Snowden-Johnson professes:
"I have a God-given talent to be able to pinpoint the unique talents of children, as soon as | meet them. Being Miss
Sweet Potato Pie is my life-long passion. At the end of the day, it is what | love. | wouldn’t want to do anything else
in the world!







