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Introduction

The lands of Campsie have always lent themselves to farming and have probably been cultivated
since Neolithic times when humans first settled in the area.

The land along the plain at the foot of the hills is particularly fertile and careful husbandry has
helped to retain that fertility across the generations. The importance of looking after the land was
highlighted by the conditions imposed by landowners on their tenant farmers and these were
carefully recorded in that farmer’s lease.

The foothills and higher slopes of the hills lend themselves to sheep who thrive on poor quality
pasture. Where the farms were located on the fertile flatter areas farmers were banned from
keeping sheep and this too was written into the leases.

Many families passed the farm from father to son over many generations giving a stability to the
area. On some occasions we met with the heartbreak involved when there was no son to take
over and the entire contents of the farm had to be sold off.

The ownership of the land changed over time and this was particularly notable in the mid-1920s
when the Kincaid-Lennox family, the main landowner in the area, decided to sell off the major part
of their holdings. This gave the opportunity to the tenant farmer to purchase the ground their family
had farmed for generations.

Over time, as farming became more mechanised, many farms joined together to form larger single
units which could be farmed more productively.

In 1855 there were some 80 farms in the parish but by 1940 there were closer to 40.

Some farmland has been built on to provide much needed housing, but farming is still alive and
well across Campsie.

When reviewing the valuation rolls there were several blanks where no entries had been made.
Some of these could be explained by the death of the previous owner or tenant and the resulting
legal documents required to transfer ownership or tenancy delaying the process, but others
yielded no explanation for the omission at all.

Farm labourers came from all over Scotland and occasionally Ireland. This may have been initially
due to the short-term employment with workers hired at fairs or Feeing Days. McGuire (1988:74)
states that while farmers preferred to hire for the year, farm servants preferred a half yearly
arrangement. Contracts would run from Martinmas to Whitsunday and Whitsunday to Martinmas.
Campsie Parish agricultural wages were higher than the average paid in Stirlingshire because of
the competition from industry so that may have put Campsie on the map for agricultural workers
from afar and may explain why they tended to stay. The Feeing days were frowned upon and in
later times adverts for dairymaids or ploughmen appeared in newspapers for individual farms. It
was also evident across censuses that while fathers remained as ploughmen or farm servants
their children were more likely to seek employment in the printworks.



ZFarm Buildings and Enclosures—The class of tenantry in this
district being what is styled working farmers, the size of the
farms and the capital employed in them moderate, and the com-
petition in consequence of the dense population and ready mar-
kets considerable, extreme personal activity is indispensable, and
the farmer is contented with moderate accommodation. The
dwelling-houses commonly contain only the kitchen and two small
rooms, each having fixed beds, and these often so placed as not to
be easily kept free from damp. There are a few instances of a
better and more comfortable description.

Statistical Accounts of Scotland (1845)


https://stataccscot.ed.ac.uk/static/statacc/dist/viewer/nsa-vol8-Parish_record_for_Campsie_in_the_county_of_Stirling_in_volume_8_of_account_2/

Farms in Campsie 1855 Valuation Roll

Name of farm Proprietor Tenant
Alton and Wattry Burn JLK Lennox William Stevenson
Balcorrach JLK Lennox Gavin Jack
Balglass and Baldow JLK Lennox William Craig
Balgrochan JLK Lennox William Black
Balgrochan Mill James Ferrie James Ferrie
Banks and Hunterston JLK Lennox James Dickson
Bencloich Mains Robert Kincaid
Bencloich Mill Walter Weir
Birdston JLK Lennox Mark Stevenson
Cappieston and Hole JLK Lennox William Cunningham
Craigbarnet Home JLK Lennox William Buchanan
Craigend JLK Lennox
Craiginden JLK Lennox William Anderson

Drummarling

Thomas Watson

Ashenwell James McNab
Barrhill Maj Gen AF Macintosh John Hosie
Dyke Hill i JoE s el o William Graham

Gordon
Dyke Foot Mrs Johanna Macinnes or Betty Marshall
Gordon

East Baldoran

Andrew Fauld

Easter and Mid Muckcroft

Maj Gen AF Macintosh

George Brown

Finnescroft and Tarfin

Maj Gen AF Macintosh

Robert Hosie

Gastmone Donald Campbell
Keirhil Mrs Johanna Macinnes or Thomas Stark
Gordon
Knowehead John Harden Macfarlane David Foyer

Mains of Auchenreoch

Mrs Johanna Macinnes or
Gordon

John Sinclair

Middle Baldoman

John Moir

Muirhead Maj Gen AF Macintosh John Hamilton
New Mill James Horn
Spouthead John Gilmour
West Baldoran Andrew Faulds
West of Glorat Robert Brown
Wester Muckcroft Maj Gen AF Macintosh William Macfarlane
Fleuch Mill JLK Lennox Alexander Roy
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Glenwynd JLK Lennox John Buchanan
Inchbellie Bridgend JLK Lennox John Marshall
Inchbellie JLK Lennox John Morton
Kinkell JLK Lennox William Anderson
Langshot and Burnbrae JLK Lennox James Liddle
Leitch Bank John Buchanan John Macgilchrist
Muirhead JLK Lennox Robert Hosie
Redmoss and Temple JLK Lennox William Henderson
Shields JLK Lennox
South Birbiston JLK Lennox David Reid
South Craigend JLK Lennox Andrew Buchanan
Slatefield JLK Lennox Rev John Gillon
Sterriqua JLK Lennox John Gray
Waterhead JLK Lennox John Dobbie




Farms in Campsie 1940 Valuation Roll

Farm Proprietor Tenant/Occupier
BALCORRACH AND CA;I\QIEI)\]EV\\/IIIII_‘EEA‘ e
BALGROCH%I;I_:’\IILL CAMPSIE PEARETH KINCAID
LENNOX
REBECCA STEWART REBECCA STEWART
BALGROCHAN TORRANCE FERRIE FERRIE
CAPTAIN WILLIAM
MANDEVILLE
BALGROCHAN LENNOXTOWN PEARETH KINCAID THOMAS BUCHANAN
LENNOX
BARRHILL AND WEST ROBERT BUCHANAN
MUCKCROET KING ANDREW JAMIESON
BIRBISTON AND BALGLASS
LENNOXTOWN ELIZABETH GILCHRIST | MARGARET MURDOCH

BIRDSTON BANK

ANDREW DICKSON

BIRDSTON

MRS ELIZABETH REID
OR JOHNSTON

THOMAS REID

BLAIRTUMMOCK CAMPSIE
GLEN

CAROLINE FRANCES
MILLER STIRLING

CARLESTON

GEORGE HADDOW

CRAIGBARNET CAMPSIE GLEN

CAROLINE FRANCES
MILLER STIRLING

CRAIGEND CAMPSIE GLEN

CROSSHOUSE BY HAUGHHEAD

COL PETER CHARLES
MACFARLANE

COL PETER CHARLES
MACFARLANE

DRUMBAIN AND WESTER
FOREBARS BALGROCHAN
TORRANCE (PART)

AGNES HANNAH

AGNES ROY

DRUMBAIN AND WESTER
FOREBARS BALGROCHAN
TORRANCE (PART)

AGNES HANNAH

WILLIAM YOUNG

DYKE MILTON OF CAMPSIE

ANDREW JACKSON

ANDREW JACKSON

FRENCH MILL MILTON OF
CAMPSIE

JOANNA MCPHAIL

JOANNA MCPHAIL

GARMORE MILTON OF
CAMPSIE

SIR GEORGE MURRAY
HOME STIRLING

JAMES RALSTON




GLENSIDE AND LUKESTON

CAPTAIN WILLIAM
MANDEVILLE
PEARETH KINCAID
LENNOX

GEORGE WILSON

GLENWYND LANGSHOT AND
BURNBRAE TORRANCE

HILL OF BLENCLOICH MILTON

SIR GEORGE MURRAY

JAMES RALSTON

OF CAMPSIE HOME STIRLING
HOLE AND CAPIESTON
LENNOXTOWN ROBERT WILSON JOHNSTONE WILSON
CAPTAIN WILLIAM
MANDEVILLE
KILWINNET CAMPSIE GLEN PEARETH KINCAID GEORGE WILSON
LENNOX
KINKELL AND CRAIGENGLEN JAMES HOSIE JAMES HOSIE
CAPTAIN WILLIAM
MANDEVILLE
KNOWEHEAD CAMPSIE GLEN PEARETH KINCAID WILLIAM ADAM
LENNOX
LENNOXLEA LENNOXTOWN WILLIAM SEMPLE JOHN PIRIE

LENNOXMILL LENNOXTOWN

AGNES MACCLELLAND

LOCHMILL ETC MILTON OF
CAMPSIE

JAMES MORTON

MAINS OF BALQUHARRAGE
LENNOXTOWN

ROBERT R MORTON

MAINS OF DRUMILLAN AND
BENCLOICH LENNOXTOWN

SIR GEORGE MURRAY
HOME STIRLING

JOHN DOBBIE

MEADOWBANK TORRANCE

MUIRHEAD LENNOXTOWN

ROBERT BUCHANAN
KING

WILLIAM MACKERROW

NEW MILL MILTON OF CAMPSIE

SIR GEORGE MURRAY
HOME STIRLING

ROBERT C BROWN

SPOUTHEAD MILTON OF
CAMPSIE

SIR GEORGE MURRAY
HOME STIRLING

WILLIAM RALSTON

WALTRYBURN AND ALTON BY
MILTON OF CAMPSIE

CHRISTINE MORTON

DAVID FM MORTON

WESTER CARLESTON
TORRANCE OF CAMPSIE
(PART)

JOHN LEITCH

DAVID IMRIE




WESTER CARLESTON

TORRANCE OF CAMPSIE JOHN LEITCH JOHN LEITCH
(PART)
RED MOSS LENNOXTOWN DAVID REID DAVID REID
SHIELDS BY MILTON OF
v ANDREW MORTON
TORPHIN AND FINNIESCROFT | ROBERT BUCHANAN

LENNOXTOWN KING HUGH ORR

UPPER CARLESTON MARY HOPKIN FRANK G HOPKIN

TORRANCE OF CAMPSIE

WATSHOD BROADLEES
SANDYFAULDS ETC
LENNOXTOWN

WILLIAM MACKIE

WESTFIELD

JAMES KYLE
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Balcorrach Farm

12" century - 1967

Ruth Howat
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Balcorrach Farm is found to the north of the road from Clachan of Campsie to Lennoxtown. It is a
place of some historical interest and a gathering place for community events.
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Ordnance Survey 1865

In the 12th century, the Earl of the Levenachs owned large amounts of land in the local area.
Among the properties was Camsi Castle which was later called Balcorrach Castle. This Castle
was inhabited by a vassal who was responsible for maintaining the castle and cultivation of the
land surrounding it.

In 1420, Earl Duncan granted a charter to his son, Donald, of various lands in Campsie including
Balcorrach. On 14 October 1454, Donald was succeeded by his son John. John, the Laird of
Balcorrach, came to live in the area and repaired the castle. In 1520, the third Laird of Balcorrach
died and was succeeded by his eldest son John. The fifth Laird, Duncan Lennox, died without
being married. His brother John had been managing the property for some time and in 1579 a
charter was granted to him for the land.

In 1630, James Lennox was declared heir of the property. By 1660 it is recorded that 10 tenants
were present in Balcorrach.

By the early 18" century, it had become common for agricultural leases of 19 years to be used on
the estate. Between 1721 and 1723, five leases of 19 years each were granted for Balcorrach. It
was clear at this time that families were acquiring simultaneous leases within the estate which
were close together. In Balcorrach in this period there are a number of leases granted to George
Brown, William Graham, Archibald Brown, his son Malcolm, and Archibald Graham. This meant
that the tenants could use the produce from one holding to support their families and that of the
second holding for market.

Balcorrach had become consolidated into two farms, Upper Balcorrach and Lower Balcorrach. In
1809, Malcolm Brown acquired the lease of Upper Balcorrach and in 1813 he aquired the lease for
Lower Balcorrach. As part of the lease, the owner was required to provide materials to build a
stone dyke with the tenant being responsible for the building work. Balcorrach also had a threshing
machine and in 1820, when the tenant carried out improvements on the threshing machine, the
owner paid £35 towards the expense. At this time, Balcorrach was a dairy farm, and the lease
forbade the tenant from having sheep due to concerns that they would cause damage.

The 1841 census shows that the Brown family were still farming at Balcorrach with the farmer
being the 20-year-old Andrew Brown with his wife, one son and six servants or agricultural
labourers. By 1851, the tenant was Gavin Jack, who lived there with his wife, eight children, two
servants and a shepherd. This suggests that the prohibition on keeping sheep has been relaxed in
this period.

14



In 1860, the farm was one of several owned by the Right Honourable Viscountess Strangford
which were advertised to be let. This lease included Balcorrach which was described as 126 acres
of excellent quality arable land which included a threshing mill and waterwheel belonging to the
proprietor. Upper Balcorrach was described as 615 acres of superior hill pasture.

The new tenant was James Slimmon, originally from Sanquhar. The 1871 census records Mr
Slimmon living there with his wife, seven children aged between 2 and 16 years and four farm
servants.

James Slimmon was well regarded in the local area and served as the Secretary of the Campsie,
Strathblane and Baldernock Agricultural Society where he was credited with turning around the
society’s fortune. He also provided his fields for free annually for the cattle show to be held there.
He is described as a man of independent thought and conviction which was amply demonstrated
by his taking his landlord, the Honourable C. Hanbury Kincaid-Lennox to court in a dispute over
the right to trap rabbits on the farm. The lease specified that the tenant could not shoot rabbits, but
Mr Slimmon successfully argued that this did not prevent him from trapping them.

— e o .

AMPSIE, STRATHBLANE, axp BALDER-
/ NOCK AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

The ANNUAL CATTLE SHOW will be held at
Cl'.ACKAN of CAMPSIE (foot of Campsie Glen), on
Tu mmm: UNE NEXT, at 11 o’clock forenoon.

Three will be given for the Best Leaping Horses
—First, £1 10s; 8econd, €1 ; Third, 10s (Open) ; and Three
Prizes for the Best Trotting Horses—First, £4 ; Second,
£210s ; Third, £1 (Continodl{

Train from Glasgow (Dundas Street) to Campsie Glen

rom
at 10 o'clock aA.M.

JAMES A
_ Balcorrach, 18th May 1875, SLIMMON, Secretary

26/5/1875 North British Agriculturist

In 1875, the farm was involved in a mystery when clothes were found in the local area which were
smeared in blood. It was established that the clothes belonged to a farm servant named John
Watson who had not been seen for three months. He had previously worked at the farm and Mr
Slimmon identified the clothes as his. He said Mr Watson had come to work with him the previous
year having informed him he was 17 years old. During his employment, he had not impressed Mr
Slimmon with his abilities and had moved on to a job in Helensburgh. An attempt to trace him
through an aunt living in Chryston was made, but no trace of her could be found.

They did eventually find a woman who had washed for Mr Watson and who recognised his
clothes. She said that she didn’t believe he was more than 15 years old. The police eventually
came to the conclusion that John Watson was actually a woman who had passed herself off as a
man to earn the higher wage men received. They believed that the clothes were abandoned when
she changed into woman'’s clothes and that she was now working on an unknown farm as a
woman.

In 1880, the Slimmon family left the Campsie area and moved to a farm near St Albans in the
south of England. The farm was again advertised, however on this occasion, no distinction was
made between Upper and Lower Balcorrach, the farm being advertised as one. It is described as
110 acres of fine arable land, 70 acres of good brae pasture and 550 acres of hill pasture.

The new tenant was William Brechin. Mr Brechin continued to allow the Campsie Cattle Show to
be held on the farm and in 1885, he won second place for a bull aged three years or above.

15



In 1886, there was a serious incident on the farm where two miners were convicted for a serious
assault on a gamekeeper on the farm. William was unmarried and is recorded as living on the farm
with four servants in the 1891 census.

This was not the only violent incident to occur during Mr Brechin’s tenancy. He was arrested for
breach of the peace in 1889 after an altercation with the minister’s wife after his sheep strayed
onto the Glebe. He was found not guilty on this occasion but in 1894, he was convicted of
assaulting his neighbour with a graip after another dispute relating to wandering sheep. He was
back at the court three years later and was convicted of assaulting one of his servants. He died in
1902 while living in Baldernock.

8 RLINGS IRB.
BNNOX 1rbus'r ESTATES.

or ra from Martinmas, 1900, as
tot Mhﬁn&u 1901, as to the Houses

""hmauwoameu occupied by
extending to a nox cres Arsble;

43,;.3. s R

The Farms are sitnated close to Cx len Station, and
lnc f Lennoxtown Aub!o Land isof
mmo”ty. d'&muum‘?fm . Ma Stock; and the %ill

is suitable for or B The
u Muvin thc mu. Uer ing, West
pdm : t. ' or the boundaries being
oted oo
Apply to Messrs Duodas & Wll O.l.. MBOA
ﬁmuh who will receive ers up to M %
h August, 1

13/8/1900 Glasgow Herald

The farm was advertised again in 1900, this time with the division of Upper Balcorrach and
Balcorrach returning. The new tenant was Matthew McKeich, and his family were to work the farm
until they gave up the tenancy in 1967. The McKeich family moved to Balcorrach from Drymen.
The 1911 census records that they lived on the farm with nine children, a boarder and one
servant. Mr McKeich died in 1915, however, his wife, Jessie, continued to run the farm until her
death in 1947. By 1921, Ms McKeich is recorded as a farmer living there with four children, a
grandchild, a cousin, two nieces and a nephew. There is also a visitor and a servant listed.

In 1942, the family was given a licence to operate a dairy which they did until it was sold in 1960.
This was not always easy and in 1955 the company’s tuberculin testing licence was put on hold for
three months. It was argued that the issues were due to it being the worst summer in memory
which had resulted in the ground being so wet that it was difficult to keep cows clean. The farm
also kept sheep and prizes were won in 1955 and 1956 for best fleeced sheep.

During the McKeich’s time at the farm, events for the local community continued to be hosted
there including the Boys Brigade Sports Day in 1930 and a gymkhana and dance to raise money

16



for the Welcome Home Fund in the summer of 1945. The farm also hosted local Sunday school
picnics and the Campsie, Strathblane and Baldernock Agricultural Society held its annual show
there.

The McKeichs continued at the farm until 1967 when they retired after 67 years as tenants of
Balcorrach. The respect in which the family were held locally is demonstrated by a committee
being formed to observe this occasion.

Campsle Glen
family retire
from farming

ABOUT three months ago, when it bacame known that the

members of the McKeich family of Balcorrach Farm, Campsie
Glen, intended to retire from farming and give up the tenancy, a
committee was at once formed to recognise the event.

On Thursday last a chU'dl"‘nl(ampsu Strathblane and
Jf the many friends of the!Baldernock Agricultural Society,
McKeich family called at lhtl.m(. the presentation was made
rarin to present them with thru'.m behalf of the Society by the
{ Parkcr Knoll chairs, and lllml'khuirmun of Directors, Mr. Johnj
“triking and chiming clock suit-| Ralston, Torrance.
ably incribed and a beautiful EXTENDED
hardbag for Miss Kate McKeich.|  The parents of the McKeichs
sister of Messrs. Walter and John| ame (o Balcorrach Farm on a
|M cKeich i 19 year lease in 1900, This \\;l\i
| The presentation was made by | extended for a further 48 ycears.
|Mr W. R. Patterson. J.P.. \\hn, Fhey take with them the good
had been the McKeich's factor wishes from their farming friends
(tor forty years, and who retired and other neighbours, and from,
‘WO years ago. fmary others outwith the farming

In the course of his remarks. community. who had expressed
Mr Patterson spoke of the “R.Ilul wish to be associated with the
' popularity  enjoyed by the ! testimonial presentation, |
M. Keich family in the Campsie| Messrs. McKeich and Mux\
"3l district. VicKcich acknowledged the Kind|

The McKeichs, it is under-|thoughts behind the testimonial.
stood are to reside in the Airdrie| ind said that the family’s years)
Jdistrict at Balcorrach had been in the

At the same function thefmain very happy ones.

McK eichs were presented with an|  The visitors were thereafter
nil filled electric radiator by the! entertained most hosnitahly

22/11/1967 Kirkintilloch Herald
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Bencloich Farm

Copyright Chris Upson and licensed for reuse under the Creative Commons license

1350-present

Cecilia Park
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What is now known as Bencloich Farm sits on what was part of The Bencloich Estate and was a
combination of existing farms.

Bencloich Estate, according to published historian Denis Rixson in his Land Assessment blog, has
likely been around at least since 1350. John Cameron in his book The Parish of Campsie (1892)
mentions Bencloich in a historical context on several occasions including that it was part of the
Barony of Campsie during Charles the 2nd’s reign (1649-1651). It is shown on both Pont (32) map
(late 1500s) and the Blaeu (Lennox) Atlas of Scotland (1654).

We can therefore assume that the area has included farms at least for subsistence for many
centuries.

The name “Bencloich” according to John H Mclintyre, Peeps into the Past- Some “unwritten history
of Campsie (1938), could be a mixture of Gaelic, French and Latin literally meaning Something
which does not exist i.e. a mountain of stone. Or he believed original name to be “Balnacloich”
which means dwellings or village of stone. This could well reflect the hill part of the farm which is
very rocky (stated that there was likely houses there made of stone, which was unusual at a time
when most buildings were made from timber). MclIntyre believed that if the Celts were in Campsie
they would have used stones available to make cairns intended for storing food.

A judicial sale of valuable estates in Stirlingshire to be sold by public roup within the Parliament of
Court Session Edinburgh was advertised in The Scotsman 16 August 1834
.. all or sub lots 1Carrour and Forebrae

Drumellan, Bencloich Mill , Mains
Greenhead and Downy

20



On 19th November 1834 2 - 4 pm “under the authority of the Lords of Council and Session in
carrying into effect an Act of Parliament” seems to give the farm great importance.

SALE OF VALUARLE ESTATES .

JUDICIAL
e IN STIRLINGSHIRE.

{ Tobe Sogp by public roup, within the Parliament.or

. Court of” Session House, Edinburgh, on Wednesduy

_ the 19th day of November 1834, between the hours of
two'and four afternoon, under the authority. of the

. Lards of Council and Session in carrying into effect
an Act of Parliament,

HE following LANDS and HERITAGES,
- M lying in the parishes of Campsie and Kilsyth, and
- shire of Stir ing, in the several lots or sub.lots, and or-
der, and at the upset prices respectively after specified,

VizZ, tam
Lot I. The LANDS and BARONY of CAMP-
SIE, or BENCLOICH, with the ALUM WORKS
and other MINES and MINERALS. Proven Rental
as constituted by the Leasesand Feu Rights L.1846 16s.
6d.  Whereof Lard Rent deducting Public Burdens
L.945 12s. 5d., which, valued at twenty-five years’ pur-
chase, is - A . . L.23,640 10 5
Add valve of Growing Wood .
Rent of Minerals, 1.610, which, valued
at thirteen one-third years’ purchase,

ls . . . -

Feu Duties, L.266 3s. 10d., which, with
fiues or casualties, valued at twenty
years’ purchase, is . .

65 14 2
8133 6 8

5323 16 8

Upcet. price of Lot L. L.37,163 7 11

In the event of the Estate of Campsie not selling in
cumulo, it will he exposed in the following Sub-Lots :—

1. CARROUR and FOREBRAE MAINS, DRUM-
ELLAN, BENCLOICH MILL, part of GREEN-
HEAD, and DOWNIE'S FEU-DUTY. Proven
Rental L.358 14s. 11d. Whereof Free Land Rent
L.343 7s., which, at twenty-five years’ purchase, is

L.8583 15 0

Feu-duty, 1.6 8. Which, at twenty
vears’ purchase, is . . 128 0 0
Add value of Growing Wood 4 5 8
Upset price of Sub-Lot1. . L8716 0 8

2. Part of GREENHEAD, MIDDLE MUCK-
CROFT, WESTER MUCKCROFT, and BAR-
HILL EAST MUCKCROFT and MUIRHEAD,
FINNIE'S CROFT and TORPHIN, Minerals and
Fen-duties. Proven Rental, L.1488 ls. 7d. Whereof

Tawd Dant daduntican weanastine 0 walllia Loodooo

[

In'the event of the Kstate of Uampsie not selling n
cumulo, it will be exposed in the following Sub-Lots :—
1. CARROUR and FOREBRAE MAINS, DRUM.-
ELLAN, BENCLOICH MILL, part of GREEN-
HEAD, and DOWNIE'S FEU-DUTY. Proven
Rental L.358 14s. 11d. Whereof Free Land Rent

L.343 7s., which, at twenty-five years’ purchase, is
L.8583 15 0

Feu-duty, L.6 8s. Which, at twenty

vears’ purchase, is . . 128 0 0
Add value of Growing Wood . 4 5 8

- Upsetprice of Sub-Lot1., . L8716 0 8
2. Part of GREENHEAD, MIDDLE MUCK-
CROFT, WESTER MUCKCROFT, and BAR-
HILL EAST MUCKCROFT and MUIRHEAD,
FINNIE'S CROFT and TORPHIN, Minerals and
Feu-duties. Proven Rental, L.1488 Is. 7d. Whereof
Land Rent, deducting proportion of public burdens,
L.602 5s, 5d. which, at twenty-five years’ purchase, is
L.15,065 15 5
Rent of Minerals, L.610, which, va- N
lued as above . . . 8133 6 8
Feu-duties, L.259 15s. 10d. which,
with fines or casuvalties, valued at
twenty years’ purchase, is

Add value of Growing Wood

5195 16 8
6] 8 6
Upset price of Sub-Lot 2, L;e:;;--']—-é

Lot II. The LANDS of CONEYPARK and

. TOMPHIN, pats of EAST BARONY of KIL-

SYTH.  Proven Rental, as constituted by the leases,
deducting propartion of poblic hurdens, L.445 7s, 3d.,
which, valued at twenty-five and a half years’ purchase,
is . . . . L.11L356 14 10}
Add value of Growing Wood . 257 13 3
Ubpset price of Lot TI. L.11,614 8 1}

Lot ITI. The LANDS of GATESIDE, part of said
Fast Baiony.  Proven Rental as per lease, deducting
proportion of public burdens, L.106 18s. 2d., which, at

’ T onma 10 4

.
twantuv_civ vaare? nuralinea ia

Caledonian Mercury Edinburgh August 16, 1834

The estate was purchased from Sir A. Edmonstone in1834 by William MacFarlane whose trustees
are proprietors on valuation roles in 1855. There is indication that some of the properties were
purchased in partnership with Charles Mclntosh who was the proprietor of many assets in
Campsie including the alum works (on what was originally Bencloich Estate land)
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William McFarlane, the son of John McFarlane and Catharine Grahame. was baptised in Port of
Menteith on the 24" of April 1787 and raised on Borland farm. He joined the army and fought in
India and had an army pension at the time of his death in1851. He invested in the East India
Company and other ventures earning wealth which allowed him to buy land and property. Brought
up on a farm, he maintained an interest in agriculture and was admitted to The Highland
Agricultural Society in 1832 (prior to his joint purchase of Bencloich).

There was a focus at this time on better shared information for farmers with aims of improving the
breeding of cattle and standard of ploughing for example, via membership of Agricultural
Societies.

As well as agriculture the estate included various mining works which added to the money from
tenant rents. William MacFarlane also owned land and property with his brother in Kirkintilloch and
lived in Luggiebank House. He was involved in local politics and was Baillie of Kirkintilloch. On his
death, Bencloich was left to his extended family of heirs as he had no children. They later sold
Bencloich to Charles Stirling of Glorat

There have been several individual farms in the area - BencloichHill / Mill, Bencloich Mains,
Drumailing (several spellings) and Clousey (or Clouss farm).

John Cameron in Parish of Campsie mentions Clousey Farm on Bencloich Estate, and Clouss
Farm appears on John Thomson map below, but no results were found from a search for Clouss
or Clousey on valuation rolls or newspapers.

o S SR A Y (((( L
AN PITYI

Information from valuation records 1855 - 1940 give an indication of people owning or working the
farms but it is not always clear who is working what farm or which house they live in, nor is it clear
when the farms amalgamated. It is difficult to be precise about who was on what farm from
information on valuation roles and census.
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Bencloich Mains

Drumelling

Bencloich Mill/Hill

1855 valuation

P Trustees of William
McFarlane
T Robert Kincaid

P Trustees of
William McFarlane
T Thos Watson

P Trustees of William
McFarlane
T Walter Weir

Census 1861

T Robert Kincaid

T Thomas Watson

not found

1865 valuation

P Trustees of William
McFarlane
T Robert Kincaid

P Trustees of
William McFarlane
T Thos Watson

P Trustees of William
McFarlane

Census 1871

T Gilbert Filshie

T James Hill

T Colin Faulds
Baker*

1875 valuation

no record found

no record found

no record found

Census1881 T Gilbert Filshie no record found no record found
1885 valuation P Sir Charles P Sir Charles

Elphinstone Fleming Elphinstone Fleming

Stirling Stirling

T Gilbert Filslie T James Filslie

Census 1891

T Alexander Connel

1895 valuation

P Baronet Sir Chars E F

Stirling
T Alexander Connel

P Baronet Sir
Charles E Stirling
T Alexander Connel

Hill of Bencloich

P Baronet Sir Charles
E Stirling

T Wm Ralston

Census 1901

1905 Valuation

P Baronet Sir Charles E

Stirling
T Alexander Connel

P Baronet Sir
Charles E Stirling
T Alexander Connel

P Baronet Sir Charles
E Stirling
T William Ralston

Census 1911

1915 Valuation

P Major Sir George
Murray Home Stirling
T Alexander Morton

P Major Sir George
Murray Home
Stirling

T Alexander Morton

P Major Sir George
Murray Home Stirling
T Not found
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Bencloich Mains

Drumelling

Bencloich Mill/Hill

1920 Valuation

P Maijor Sir George
Murray Home Stirling
T Allan Anderson
Morton

Occupied by Margaret
Phee

P Maijor Sir George
Murray Home
Stirling

T Allan Anderson
Morton

Census 1921 Alexander Morton George Reid William K
Ploughman Gamekeeper
1925 Valuation P Col Sir George Murray | P Col Sir George P Col Sir George
Home Stirling Murray Home Murray Home Stirling
T Allan Anderson Stirling T representatives of
Morton T AA Morton William Ralston
Ploughman James
Hutchison in house
1930 Valuation | P Col Sir George Murray | P Col Sir George P Col Sir George
Home Stirling Murray Home Murray Home Stirling
Stirling
T Allan Anderson T Allan Anderson T James Ralston
Morton Morton
Ploughman Charles
McCreadie in house
1935 Valuation | P Col Sir George Murray | P Col Sir George P Col Sir George
Home Stirling Murray Home Murray Home Stirling
Stirling
T John Dobie T John Dobie T James Ralston
Ploughman Patrick
Duffy house
1940 Valuation | P Col Sir George Murray | P Col Sir George P Col Sir George

Home Stirling

T John Dobie

Murray Home
Stirling

T John Dobie
James Kennedy
Byreman in house

Murray Home Stirling

T John Dobie
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Using census records from 1851, Robert Kincaid was a 60 year old widower, born in Campsie,
who lived with his 3 sons - Robert 24, William and James both 15. He farmed 62 acres of pasture
on Bencloich Mill and employed one farm labourer, one dairymaid and one house servant. Robert
Kincaid continued to be the tenant of Bencloich Mains for an extended period.

It was interesting to find that in the1851 census the tenant of Bencloich Mill was William Gilmore
(28) a married farmer of 42 acres who was also a spirit dealer and as the Welcome to Campsie
site indicated there was a distillery on Bencloich.

There appears to have been a clash between him and the 1855 tenant of Bencloich Mill Farm.
Walter Weir, who was 40 and born in Campsie, who lived with a housekeeper Margaret Weir (35)
and a dairymaid Agnes Weir (15). Walter was recorded in several newspapers 2 April 1864 under
the Scottish bankruptcy section as being a prisoner in Glasgow applying for “cessio bonobum”
which allowed a debtor innocent of fraud to avoid prison if they surrendered all their estate and
paid any debt above value of same.

Walter Weir, sometime farmer, Bencloich Mill,
Campsie, presently a prisoner in the Prison of Glasgow.

Alfred Powell, sometime residing at No. 86 South
Bridege, Edinburgh, presently prisoner in the Prison
of Edinburgh.

The Glasgow Saturday Post 2 April 1864

The outcome was not found but later articles named Walter Weir as a farmer and reports were
favourable in the newspapers after. It is sad to think that the fortunes of tenants can change and
that the tenancy can end when agriculture was not doing well.

Mr Gilmore, mentioned earlier, took the proprietors to court because tenant farmer, Walter Weir,
had refused to leave the tenancy and stayed there for 6 months after Mr Gilmore had been
granted the lease. He claimed to have been out of pocket buying cows and machinery for dairy
farming and planting cabbages and green vegetables.

He took the proprietors, The Trustees of Walter McFarlane, to court
Article published in The Daily Edinburgh Review 30th June 1864
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Fellow tenant, Robert Kincaid, encountered a different type of misfortune and appeared in Court
as a witness. In the 1851 census he was recorded as a widower aged 60 and a farmer of 62 acres
with 500 acres hill pasture, employing one farm labourer (Peter McKinlay), a dairymaid, Margaret
Barr, and a house servant, Agnes Ogilvie. His sons Robert, aged 24 and William and James both
15 were also in the house.

In 1861 he and his family along with some of the servants, were struck down with food poisoning.
Police investigations showed this to be caused by the addition of arsenic to the oats used to make
oatcakes and porridge. A servant employed temporarily, Agnes Kirkwood, had not eaten the oats
and was charged with poisoning the farmer and others as she had been seen in the cupboard
where the arsenic was stored. A number of witnesses gave evidence.
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This incident was widely reported in newspapers across Scotland and the UK and seemed to be
the sensational story of the day. The verdict was not proven and most articles detail how servant
Agnes Kirkwood was cheered as she left the court.

Thankfully Mr Kincaid and his family were able to continue farming on Bencloich Mains

A lengthy article was published in The Stirling Observer, and Midlands Counties Advertiser on 19
September 1861 explaining how the evidence was circumstantial with no proof of motive detailed
to the court and reported that the crowd were in a mood for cheering everyone that left the
courtroom that day

ATTEMPT TO POISON,
. Kirkwood was charged with having, on th
17th June last, in or near the house at or near Mains of
Bencloich, in the parish of Campsie, occupied by Robert
Kincaid, farmer, there, in which it appears she was
servant, administered, or caused to be administered, or
taken by the said Robert Kincaid, a quantity of arsenic
or other deadly poison, by mixing the same with a
quantity of oatmeal which she knew was to be prepared
and used as food by the said Robert Kincaid and his
family; and the indictment averred further that the
oatmeal having been baked into cakes and ken of
by Kincaid, he was seized with vomiting and pains, and
suffered grievous bodily harm, and that Agnes Kirk-
wood, the panel, mixed the arsenic in the meal with
intent to murder or disable, or do some other grievous
bodily harm to the said Robert Kincaid; and she was
further charged with having on the following day ad-
ministered poison to Lilias Auld, a fellow-servant,
William Kincaid and James Kincaid, sons of Robert
Kineaid, and John Bennie, another servant, by the
oatmeal - referred to being used, as she knew it was'to
be, in making porridge for the family; and the indict--
ment fartbher averred that these four were also seized
with vomiting and pains, and suffered grievous bodily
harm, and that the poison was mixed with a similar
purpose as in the other charge, The prisoner, who is
apparently about twenty years of age, on being esfled
on to ead,-'ropli;%; 'in a b(:istinct tone (;{ e:"oicoﬁ ““not
guilty.” - “havin en empanuelled, the case
.vut!td -ﬁm After bﬁo -oxgmimg;m of a nwmber of
and the prisoner’s declaration having been
the jury were addressed by the Advocate-Depute
for the proseoution, who called for a verdiet of guilty
on the statutor chﬂo., A very able defence was |
made by M ﬁmo - advocate, for the prisoner.
The Advocate-Depute finally intimated that the
capital charge was departed from. The Lord Jus-
tice-Clerk then summed up at considerable length, and
after retiring for a short time, the jury, by their fore-
man, gave m as their verdict, l& a majority, ‘“not
proven.” The prisoner then left the bar, mtdytho ap- |
¥luuse of a crowded court.—The court met again on
uesday, when the only two remaining cases were dis-
of Thowas Raukine, for theft, was sentenced
» ten years’ penal servitude ; Catherine Easton, also
for stealing, was sentenced to be imprisoned for 18
months. is Lordship having complimented the
authorities, the court rose about two o’'clock.
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Mr Gilbert Filshie was the tenant of Bencloich Mains for 19 years (a common lease situation in the
area).

In the 1871 census he is recorded as a 29 year old farmer of 825 acres of which 125 acres were
arable. He employed 9 labourers, was born in Old Kilpatrick, and lived with his wife Elizabeth who
was 22 and born in Bute, a farm servant George Filshie aged 68 born in Old Kilpatrick -assume
relative, another farm servant Thomas Gray aged 18, born in Erskine, and Catherine Campbell a
19 year old dairymaid born in Argylishire.

Farm tenants and workers appear to travel around, which is an indication that circumstances were
such that they had to go wherever work could be found to survive.
Farm fairs were common practice in Scotland where farm workers negotiated short term contracts

even at start of 20th century.

The newspaper report of a farewell
presentation to Gilbert Filshie, when
he was leaving to farm in England,
indicated that he worked hard to
make the farm viable- levelling
fields, putting in drains, building
steadings and generally improving
the farm. On the 1871 census he
employed 9 men which is many
more than others around did.
Speakers stated he had ten very
favourable years, but that the last

nine years had proven more difficult.

The report is from the Kirkintilloch
Herald 12 January 1887.

l)l\I\hl{ AND PRESENTATION TO MR

, GILBERT FILSHIE, CAMPSIE.
|

A complimentary dinner to Mr Gilbert Filshic,
farmer, on the occasion of his leaving Bene lmch
Farm for the south of England, was held on Tues-
| day evening, 4th inst., in the Crown Hotel, Clachan
- of Campsie. The dinner was attended by over 30
gentlemen—Mr W, Horne, Newmiill, in the chair
—the duties of croupier bcmg dlcclmrgod by Mr
John Wyllie, Bencloich Villa. Amongst the gen-
| tlemen present were Messrs M. Coubrough, W.
3 Murdoch, W. Brechin, W. Bauchop, and R. Gray,
| farmers:; Dr. Miller, Lennoxtown: and Messrs

Stewart and Maconochie, Bute. Letters of apology

for absence from Rev. J. Y. Scott and other gentle-

men were intimated by the cluurman After an
| excellent dinner, served in Mrs Provan’s best style,
| had been partaken of,

The (‘mmt\u\ pmpoml the toasts of * The
Queen,” and the Prince and Princess of Wales,”
&c.  In referring to this as the Jubilee year of her
Majcsty's reign, he remarked that it would be
casily remembered by the guest of the evening and
his family as the year in which they left Campsie.
He also alluded to the great interest which the
Prince of Wales has all along taken in agricultural
affairs.  The toasts having been duly honoured,

Mr Lee, Milton, proposed, ¢ The Army, Navy,
and Volunteers.” In speaking of the reserve forces
he considered that the Volunteers were a force to
be proud of, and to be depended on by the country.
He thought they should be better equipped and
supported by the government than they were at
present.

Mr J. N. M. Sua~p replied to the toast in able
and felicitous terms, referring especially to the war-
like ardour which prevailed at the origin of the
Volunteer movement, and gave some racy and in-
teresting reminiscences of the formation of the two
companies of Volunteers in Campsie in the year
1860.
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The CHAIRMAN, in Yroposing the toast of theeven-
ing, said it was with mingled feelings he rose to
perform that duty. He would rather that some
other had undertaken it, better qualified than him-
gelf. Their friend, Mr Filshie, who was about to
leave them, when he came to Bencloich, got the
farm in its natural state, and the manner in which
it was wrought up and improved by him showed
that his early training as a farmer in his own native
place had not been lost upon him. He set to work
and laid drains, filled ditches, cleared out useless
hedges, and levelled rough ground—like the settlers
in some states of America. The first year of his
occupancy, in which he had to contend with a bad
winter, would have damped the spirits of the most
arduous of men. But Mr Filshie persevered with
his improvements, got a new steading built, and
roved himself a practical and successful farmer.
Juring the first 10 years of Mr Filshie's tenancy,
farmers were reaping good fruits from their labours,
but for the past 9 years there had been a growing
agricultural depression, and the great reduction in
the price of grain of late years had pressed very
hard upon the farmer, leaving him no profit to pay
his rent. The legislature might make laws, but
unless landlord and tenant bore one another’s bur-
dens, no effectual improvement in the farmer's con-
dition could be looked for. Under these circum-
stances, Mr Filshie, having been unable to secure a |
renewal of his lease, had been obliged to go south, |
where farming could be followed under more fav- |
ourable conditions. Many times of late they had f
parted with friends and neighbours in a similar |
manner, Mr Filshie being the fifth farmer in their
neighbourhood who, within the last few yecars, had
gone to the south of England. The high state of
agriculture he had brought his farm to made them
sorry to lose him. Personally it was with sorrow
that he, the chairman, bade him adieu, as he had
been an excellent neighbour, and Mr Filshic had
his best wishes for his future prosperity. The
chairman then, addressing Mr Filshie, said :—I
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our good wishes for your future prosperity. Since
you became a tenant on the Glorat estate you have
proved by industry, by close attention to duty, and
by good farming, that you descrve our respect. In-
deed the way in which you have improved your
farm, and the capital you have laid out in develop-
ing it, show that you were anxious to do your part
faithfully, and to the best of your ability. Like
others you have felt the effects of the great depres-
sion in trade for several years, and the scrious fall
in the value of farm produce, compared with what
it was 10 years ago. The difficaltice that farmers
have to contend with are very discouraging, and
there 18 no wonder that some of our number have
gone to try farming in England, to see if they can
be more successful.  Though you have not been so
successful here as you could have wished, it will be
gratifying to you to remember that you earned the
esteem of your friends in Campeie, and that you
left with a token of our hearty good wishes for your
good fortune in your new home,

Besides the purse containing 30 sovercigns the
presentation was alfo made to Mr Filshie of a
handsome ancroid. The toast having been drunk
with all the honours,

Mr Frusuie in reply said—I rise to thank you for
the kind expression of your feelings towards me on
this occasion, and for the handsome presents you
have given me, for which I beg to return my
heartiest thanks. T have now been 190 years amongst
vou, and I believe 1 have seen far more changes
during these 19 years than in the previous 25 years
of my life. I am sure I have received more henefit
from you than you have received from me. Mr
Filshi then said, he felt great regret at parting
with so many old friends, and he would be much
pleased to see any of them at any time at his new
home. Last year he went to his landlord and
offered to take the farm at a rental of £400 for 5
years, but this offer was refused. This year things
were worse, and he offered to take a lease of the
farm at £300, and after being advertised, it wae now
let to another tenant at £€330. This showed the
different conditions under which land was held at
present. A reduction in the price of land was
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urgently required.  There had been a succession of
bad vears. They could formerly get on with two
good years and a bad one, but it was not o now —it
was the reverse. He hoped that times would get
better and that things would vet improve  He had
visited the south along with the chairman, and from
what they had seen there, they had thought of re-
moving. He spoke for himself at all events, but he
knew that Mr Horne had a few years of his lease
still to run, when he might go south also. He again
begged to acknowledge their kindness to him on
this occasion.

- < - »

The speaker said five farmers in recent times had to leave Campsie and head South indicating
that this was a difficult time for farming in the area for many reasons including that imports were
cheaper, prices for livestock and crops were falling, and rents had been negotiated when times
were better. Mr Filshie was just one of many tenants on a 19 year lease. Because of a depression
in agriculture people felt that rents should be reduced.

It was evident that proprietor representatives felt differently and stated that the improvements Mr

Filshie had made on the farm had been generously funded by them and disputed the amounts of
rent.

THE LETTING OF BENCLOICH FARM.
(To the Edi ov.)

c:-";w o B B B gl

in two portions, one on a seven ' lease, and
anthier puetion far cue year caly,  Tho sout foum both i
£350. rent of the farm for 19 years previous to Mr
Filshie's vecupancy 1o 1868 was £385,

Your correspondent might have meationed the fact
:::‘lmh’d‘h ccenpancy .l“l‘lcodnid by Mr Filshie,

expended £4000 10 ts,

ﬂﬂmnﬁmmaﬂlndvx&' ; l::
improving Beacloch, might tn @ small degree
to the open-handed gener sity of a landlord who losks
to the comfort and success of the temant, by doing m.re
than had beea bargained for.—1 am, &c., Tavra.

Stirling Observer 11t September 1886
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Lerriné of Bexcroicn FaerM.--We under-
stand that the farm of Bencloich, on the estate of
Sir Charles Stirling, Bart., has been let to two new
tenants, at a substantial reduction of rent—the
arable portion, consisting of about 180 acres, hav-
ing been taken by Mr A. Connell, dairyman and
cattledealer, Lennoxtown; and the upland and
hill pasture, amounting to about 700. ACTeS, Py ;\.lr
llugh Campbell, Gartmore. Mr Gilbert Filshie,
the present occupant, whose lease will shortly
expire, has taken a farm in the South of England,

Kirkintilloch Herald 1°¢ Sept_embe; 1886 i

Alexander Connell took over the lease from Gilbert Filshie in1886. In the valuation rolls of 1895
and 1905 he was the tenant across the two main farms.

He died on the farm aged 75 in 1905. His death was registered by his son Peter Connell. He was
born in Campsie to Peter Connell - a carter- and Margaret Connell, nee Millar. He was married to
Elizabeth Hamilton and had a son Peter and daughter Maggie living with him on 1891 census

His son Peter Connell continued on the lease. It was in the Herald in 1912 that he disposed of a
horse from Bencloich Farm.

The Herald 14 March 1914 reported a Love Darg for Alexander Morton of Stepps an agriculturalist
and horse breeder to welcome him to Bencloich farm with 37 ploughs

His name appeared in papers winning awards for notably Clydesdale horses. This was continued
by his son Allan Anderson Morton who was noted as a breeder of Clydesdales and award winner
numerous times for Ayrshire Cattle. He was a dairy farmer. Sadly, his death was reported in
Kirkintilloch Gazette in September 1934. He died following an operation to remove his appendix
and left a widow and 2 children.

Mr John Dobie came from a farming family from Cambusnethan and took over the tenancy of
Bencloich farm in 1936. He too won awards for dairy cattle and became known as a very
respected breeder of Clydesdale horses with many of the ones he bred winning competitions. He
was considered an expert and was nominated to be a judge for competitions.
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CLYDESDALE HORSES (Open)

Brood Mares, foaled or to foal
‘this season—John Dobie, Bencloich,
Lennoxtown. »

Foals—John Dobie. )

Yeld Mares, 3 years old and up-
wards—A. Frame, Easter Seamorcs,
'Dennyloanhead.

Geldings, 2 years old—David
Imrie, High Blochairn, Milngavic.

Fillies, 2 years old—John Dobie.

Fillies, 1 year old—1, James
Christie, Dalfqil, Balfron; 2, Thomas
semple, Kilbride Farm, Hclens-
burgh; 3. A. Brown, Easter Board,
Croy.

Best Two-Year-Old or Under—-1,
John Dobie; 2, David Imric; 3, Jas.
Christie.

Best Pair of Clydesdales. — John
Dobie.

Best Animai of the Ciydesdale
Breed, bred by exhibitor (Silver Jub-
ileg Perpetual Cup, presented by the
Hon:. H. E. A. Dewar)— John
Dobie.

Championship for the Best Animal
of the Clydesdale Breed (W.R.L
Cup)—1 and 2, J. Dobie.

Overhead Championship for Best
Animal of the Clydesdale Breed -1,
1 Dobic; 2, A. Frame.

Kirkintilloch Herald 20 May 1959.

CLYDESDALES
Mares, toaled or to foal this
season-—1, James Smart, 29 Valley
Sireet, Bishopbriggs. 3
Yeid mares, 3 years old and up-
wards -— 1, James Chapman, John-

ston, Gartcosh ; 2, Alex. Brown, |
baslprboard. Croy ; 3, James|
Pettigrew,

Geldings, 3 vears old and up-
wards—], Robert Stewart; 2,

|
|

Jamieson P. M. McVicar, Campsie

Glen ; 3, James Pettigrew.

Iwo-year-old filly or gelding—1
and 2, James Pettigrew.

Onc-fear-old colt, gelding or filly
-— 1, John Dobie, Bencloich, Len-
noxtown ; 2, James Pettigrew.

Yearlings and two-year-olds, en-
tered in the volumes of the Clydes-
dale Stud Book -~ 1, John Dobie ;
2 and 3, James Pettigrew,

Best pair of Clydesdales—1 and
2, James Pettigrew.

Yeld mares or geldings in harness
—1 and 2, James Pettigrew.

Best amimal, 3 years of age and
over, to be shown by lull member
of Strathkelvin Young Farmers
Club—1, John Dobie.

Kirkintilloch Herald 17 June

John Dobie was also a dairy farmer who worked through many changes from being small scale
local production distributing excess milk locally to developing into an industry which scientifically
worked out how to get the bet yield from the best cattle. Machinery developed for milking cows
and the need for dairy maids for example faded. Pasteurization of the milk became common place
until it was eventually compulsory. The Scottish Milk Marketing Board was set up in the 1930s and
influenced how dairy farming progressed setting standard for distribution of milk, helping with
marketing and setting prices that farmers would receive for the milk.

During the war German prisoners of war worked on the farm but no detailed information was found
about them.
The farm is still in existence having been worked as a dairy farm by his son Robert also. He
concentrated more on breeding cattle rather than Clydesdales and was also successful at
prizegiving
The farm continues in existence and is now run by Robert Dobie’s son who has moved away from
dairy farming to rearing and selling livestock.

This continuation in the family perhaps explains why farm is locally known not as Bencloich but as
Dobie’s.
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Birdston Farm

-1975

1230

Barrie A Stewart
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My native parish, how transformed
Since first | knew thy face,

My bosom is no longer warmed
When | thy paths retrace;
These paths, alas! are modelled new,
Their rural aspect gone;

The favourite bush | can’t review,
Nor yet the favourite stone.

Thy ancient hills alone remain
From innovation free;
Thy ancient hills alone constrain
Parochial love from me.

The Glazert stream that once so pure
Did thro’ thy valleys glide;
Meandering past the cottage door
And by the hamlet side,

Is now a poisoned putrid rill
Diverted from its course
To drive the mossy fulling mill
With all its frothy force.
Where rustic labour used to toil,
Machinery drinks the needed oil,
Loud thundering in the glade.

William Muir
Born at Birdston on the 28" of November 1766
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The lands of Kincaid were granted by charter by King Alexander Il in 1230 to Maldouen, third Earl
of Lennox. Birdston was part of the Kincaid Estate from 1280 until 1350. In 1350 part of the estate,
including the lands of Birdston, formed part of the dowry when a Kincaid daughter married a

Galbraith of Craigmaddie Castle.

There were no sons born of this marriage, so the land was divided amongst their three surviving
daughters. One of these daughters, Janet Keith Galbraith, married David Hamilton of Cadzow and
he became laird of one third of the Galbraith Estate and one quarter of the Kincaid Lands. The
family prospered and they continued to live in Craigmaddie Castle until the 8" Laird built a new
residence at Bardowie. The building costs meant that the 8™ Laird became short of funds and in
1534 he sold part of the estate, including Hayston and Birdston, to John Stirling of Keir.

The 9t Laird restored the family fortune and repurchased the lands for the estate. Unfortunately,
the 11*" Laird supported King Charles | and found himself on the losing side when that King was
captured and ultimately beheaded in 1649. Financial ruin was now facing the estate.

Sir James Livingstone was the 11™ Laird’s major creditor and, although related to him, he used this
to his own advantage. The dower lands of Birdston and Bankier given to Mary Douglas on her
marriage to the 11" Laird in 1616 were removed by Livingstone to allow them to be feued off.

These dower lands were divided into eight lots with five feuars appointed between 1653 and 1658.
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The 1771 division of the lands of Birdston. Credit: EDC Archives.
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These feuars were William Muir, John
Muir, James Donaldson, James Muir and
David Calder. The Muir family later gave
rise to Thomas Muir.

The five men worked together and built
houses for their families which eventually
led to the hamlet of Birdston.

The farmsteading, built around 1660, is
that of an enclosed farm with buildings on
three sides. It has been a Grade B listed
building since 1979.

In 1731 the land division was rearranged
by the feuars, Marion Donaldson, James
Calder and the three Muir descendants.
This was done for their mutual
convenience.

There was further rearrangement and
subdivision of their common land in 1773.

Birdston was and is a jewel in the
Campsie crown as far as farming is
concerned. The fields are relatively flat

% and consist of rich arable soil.

The main downside is that the land is
prone to flooding.



Over the years various parcels of the land were sold off to Miss Lennox of Woodhead and John
Kincaid. One Robert Ferrie bought and sold land until he was in possession of Birdston Farm.

There is a report in the Glasgow Herald of the 28™ of August 1844 of a cottage to rent in the
grounds of Birdston Farm. The farmer’s name was given as Mr Ferrie. Viewing the 1841 census
indicated that this was Robert Ferrie and that his wife was Margaret Muir. Margaret was a
daughter of John Muir and Mary Muir, the couple were in their sixties by this time and there was no
son listed to take over the farm. Living with them were Janet Douglas (25), farm servant, Donald
McKinnon (31), agricultural labourer, and John Ralston (15), agricultural labourer. Other labourers
would have lived in the surrounding cottages and bothies.

Interestingly, a second farmer, James Stevenson (25), his wife, Janet (20) and their 5 month old
son William were also listed in Birdston on the 1841 census. This is indicative of a second farm
being present in the area, possibly on the ground still belonging to William Muir.
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Map of Birdston following Robert Ferrie’s death. Credit: EDC Archives

By 1855, the valuation rolls indicate that Birdston Farm had become part of the Lennox Estate.

Following Robert Ferrie’s death his wife Margaret Muir sold the farm to the Lennox family but
continued to live in a cottage in Birdston until her death, aged 86, on the 22" of March 1859.
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Mark Stevenson became the tenant at Birdston Farm.

Mark was born on the 4™ of February 1800 at Boghead, Cadder. He was the son of Robert
Stevenson and Elizabeth Marshall. He was baptised on the 9™ of February 1800 in Cadder
Church.
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He was the couple’s seventh child. They had a total of nine children recorded in the baptismal
records of Cadder.

Margaret 1787, Marrion 1790, Elizabeth 1791, Robert 1793, Mary 1795, Jean 1797, Mark 1800,
Anne 1802 and John 1804.

Mark met and married Jean Horn at Baldernock on the 27 of March 1830. Jean had been born in
Kirkintilloch.

Their only surviving child, Robert, was born in Baldernock on the 17" of September 1834.

We first find mention of Mark being at Birdston Farm in the Glasgow Herald of the 28" of February
1845, when it was reported that he had been a judge at the Kirkintilloch annual ploughing
competition on the 20" of February 1845. In August of 1844 the Glasgow Herald had reported a
Mr Ferrie as being the farmer at Birdston so Mark’s tenancy began at some point between those
two dates.

There is a lease agreement still in existence dated 14" and 20t April 1847 as prepared by James
Stevenson’s representatives. As per usual, the mineral rights were retained by the landowners, in
this case the Lennox family. This lease was for 19 years at a cost of £350 per annum. A £20
reduction would be given as long as the toll gate was kept in place between Birdston and
Kirkintilloch. The proprietor would be responsible for the strengthening of the embankment on the
West side of the burn to prevent flooding. Mark was to be responsible for 5% of this bill in addition
to providing cartage to transport materials. Any work Mark carried out to improve the drainage of
the property would have the cost of this deducted from the rent up to a maximum of £20 per year.
The lease further dictates the rotation of crops which must be adhered to on a six year cycle. Year
1 oats, year 2 fallow or green crop, year 3 wheat or barley sown down with ryegrass and clover,
year 4 hay and years 5 and 6 pasture. If Mark wished to plough a field after the hay was
harvested, he had to gain permission from both the factor and the landowner. He was expressly
forbidden to keep sheep or lambs. While the terms of the lease may seem rather restrictive today,
they ensured the continued fertility of the soil and the prosperity of the farm. A further clause
allowed for the land allocated to the farm to be altered to allow for the building of a railway.

By 1851 we find Mark and his family at Birdston Farm. He farmed 162 acres and employed 16
labourers. He was 51 years old and his wife, Jane, was 45. Their son, Robert, was 16. Living with
them were, John McColl (23), James Hill (18), William Dempster (18) all agricultural labourers
along with Mary McDermid (22) and Marion Reid (16) who were house servants.

By the 1861 census, Mark had increased the size of the farm to 200 acres and was employing 14

labourers and 2 boys. It should be noted that the labourers were of both sexes and comprised of

both indoor and outdoor servants. Robert was now 26. Living with them were John McLean (23),
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Alex McDonald (16) farm servants, Janet McDonald (21), Catherine Mclnnes (20) and Agnes
Binnie (18) domestic servants.

On the 25" of November 1863, Robert married Harriet Van Battenburg Hunter in Dollar. Harriet
had been born in Bombay where her father, Robert Hope Alston Hunter was a 18! class surgeon in
the army. Her mother was Harriet Elizabeth Adriana Gilland.

By 1871 Mark was 71 years old and Janet 65. The farm was 200 acres and Mark employed 4
men, 3 boys and 12 women. Living with them were Cath Lindan (20), Jeannie McLean (33),
Rachel Buchanan (17) domestic servants, John Barrie (14) and James Dingwall (33) farm
servants.

Robert (36) was living in Mayfield Cottage, Birdston and working as a farmer and grazer of sheep.
He was now farming 1000 acres, 100 acres of which was arable. Harriet was 31 and they had two
daughters Harriet (5) and Jane (4). Living with them were Mary Hunter (25), Harriet’s sister, and
two domestic servants, Elisa Young (19) and Charlotte Young (13).

Mark died, aged 74, from congestion of the lungs on the 24" of August 1874 at Birdston Farm.
Robert Stevenson took over the tenancy from his father.

In 1881 Jane (76) was still living in the farmhouse and was recorded as a retired farmer’s widow.
Living with her were Mary McLean (26) general servant, Mary McColl (22) dairymaid, Archie
McNair (18) milk driver, Daniel McLean (22), James Binnie (17) and Daniel Taylor (13) who were
farm servants.

Robert (46) was still living in Mayfield Cottage and had taken over the responsibility of running the
farm. It was now back to 200 arable acres and he employed 4 men, 2 girls and 1 boy. Harriet was
42 and they had four daughters, Harriet (15), Jane (14), Louisa (8) and Adriana (1). Living with
them were Matilda Faith (21) nurse and Isabella Rae (17) a general domestic servant.

Jane died, aged 78, on the 3™ of May 1884.

BrRvENsoN.—Af Birdstons Farm, Cvampsie,ron th?
3d inSt" 3ged 78 years’ qun horﬂ’ L5 Ict 2 5/5/1884 Glasgow Herald
Mark Stevenson.
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Robert and his family then moved into Birdston Farmhouse.
His daughter, Jane, married James MacFarlane in Barcelona in 1885.

In 1887 the gamekeeper for the estate, William Stewart, found himself in trouble with the law when
he placed poison laced meat along the lane leading to Birdston Bank House and on the main road
at Birdston Farm.

By 1891 Robert (56) was living and farming at Birdston Farm. Harriet was 51 and Harriet (25) and
Louisa (18) were now both working as teachers in private schools. Adriana does not seem to be in
the country.

With no sons to inherit the farm and his daughters growing up, Robert understood that his tenure
of Birdston Farm was coming to an end and the family decided to emigrate to Canada.

All the farm stock and farming equipment were put up for auction at a displenishing sale on the
23 of October 1891. The items listed for sale were:
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Livestock: 18 cows (calved or to calve), 6 calved queys, 4 three year old queys near calving, 1
bull, 7 stirks, 10 calves, 4 horses (all good workers) and 1 colt.

Crops: 50 stacks of oats, 3,000 stones of ryegrass hay (an excellent crop in good order) and 8
acres of turnips.

Implements: engine and boiler complete, threshing mill, fanners, reaping machine, raking
machine, hay cutter, grist mill, weighing machine and weights, bushel, 40 F.C. troughs and
bindings, turnip cutter, turnip pulper, wheel barrow, straw barrow, 2 set zig zag harrows, 1 set
saddle harrows, 2 double and 3 single moulded ploughs, 2 grubbers, turnip barrow, 2 meat
coolers, land roller, clod crusher, sheep rack, hayseed barrow, drill scarifier, several pairs of capes,
hay slipe, dog cart, van, 3 carts with wheels complete, 2 waggons, 5 sets of cart harness and 1 set
of gig harness. A wide variety of stable and dairy utensils were also included in the sale.

A further auction was held on the 14" of March 1892 to sell all of their household goods.

At Birdston Farm, Kirkintillech, on Monday, 14th
Mazrch, at Twelve o’clock.

PUBLIC SALE OF

HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE

AND EFFECTS,

MAHOGANY 12-FEET TELESCOPE TARBLE AND
LEAF-HOLDER,
8 DAY €LOCK, By DicKiE, Paisley;
MAHOGANY SIDEBOARD,

(Bal ﬁMAB%G#é:s YS&Z.;DOOBEED. w??nonn.

elonging to Robert Stevenson, Eeq.,who is gaingahrosad.}
: EDWA,RD DICK has been instructed to Sell,

by Public Auction, asabove comgrising:— hogany

12-Feet Telescope Table and Leaf-Hol er, Mahogany Side.
beard, Makogany 2-Deered Wardrobe, 8&Day Clock, by
 Dickie, Paisley; ¢ Easy and 6 Swall Cbairs in Haircleth,
Sofa in Haircloth, Couch, Easy, and 6 Small Chairs in
Damask; 2 Gilt Clocks, Marble Clock, 2 Mahogany Chests
| Drawers and Napery Press, Baga‘clle B’oaﬁ'. -Doared
- Bookcase and Books, Oval ’Mahoga.ng Table, Gilt Over-
t mantel, Carmts, Draught Screen, 2 Window Tables,
' Pictures, Ma y Bedstead, Xron and Brass Bed-
steada and Bedding, Washhand-Basin Stand with Marble
Top and #¥are, Swing Mirrors, Grates, Fenders, and Fire-
Irons, Bed-Reom Chairs, Window Curtains and: Poles,
Pembroke Table, Barometer, Oak Hall Table aad Chai
Umbrella Stand, 2 Handsome Paratlin Eamps, Encl
Kitochen Range, Dresser, 2-Reller Mgngle, ‘able, Chairs,
2 Brass Jelly Pans, Milk Churn, China, Crockery, Puis,
Paps, and usual Kitchen and Culinary Utensils, Hen
Coops, Rain:Water Barrel, Incubater, &c. ; :

: On View Morning of Sale.
‘ 'rr?insss from Glasgow (Queen. Street, High Level), 8-30
and 10.35, °
261 Hope Street, Glasgow. Telephone No. 106,

e D N — e m— P T N S TR e A —

12/3/1892 Glasgow Evening Post

Ending a lifetime of farming and moving to a new country was not an easy decision but with
several generations of equipment and possessions sold off Robert, Harriet and their two youngest
daughters boarded SS Hibernian on the 17" of March 1892 and sailed to Halifax in Canada. From
there, the family travelled to Vancouver where they made their new home.
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Their daughter, Harriet, married Alexander Reid in Glasgow on the 23 of March 1892 without her
parents or sisters present.

Robert died in Vancouver on the 7t of March 1899 aged 64.
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The next tenancy of Birdston Farm seems to have been a short-lived affair lasting only four years.

William Prentice was born in Overtoun, Lanarkshire in 1843. He married Isabella Weir in
Strathblane on the 22" of December 1868. He took over the tenancy of Birdston in 1892 when the
Stevensons left. He was already the tenant of Eastfield Farm in Springburn and an experienced
farmer.

The Subscriber has received Instructions from Mr
WiILLIAM PRENTICE, Birdston Farm, Kirkintilloch, to

Sell as above on
SATURDAY, 22x»p JULY;
Also,
SALE OF

8 ACRES GROWING POTATOES

(REDBOGS AND REGENTS).

The Subscriber has r:o:i;-ed Instructions .from Mr
Jonx Scort, Birdston Bank Farm, Kirkintilloch, to

Sell as above,
O~ SATURDAY, 22xp JULY.

The Auctioneer begs to call the attention of Buyers,
as the Potatoes are an excellent Crop, ready for lifting
on day of sale. The Hay and Potatoes will be carted
to Kirkintilloch or equal distance.

N.B.—The Company to meet at
BIRDSTON FARM AT 2.30.

Train from Queen Street (High Level) at 1.40 p.m.
for Kirkintilloch Station. i
JAMES N. PAUL.

Auction Mart, Dumbarton.

19/7/1893 Kirkintilloch Herald

Unfortunately, a spate of thefts ate into his profits.

THE PORBIDDEN FRUIT.

Two young men from Birdston and a third from
Milton, were charged with having on 2nd July, in the
arden at Birdston Farm occupied by Wm. Prentice,
armer, maliciously pulled and destroyed a quantity of
gooseberries, peas, and strawberries.  All three pled
uilty.
" Tbi ProsECUTOR, after stating the circumstances of
the case, said the charge should have been one of
theft, but he did not wish to brand three respectable
young men as thiefs. ‘

A fine of 15s, with the alternative of 12 days’ impris-
onment was imposed in each case.

17/7/1895 Kirkintilloch Herald

By the Summer of 1896 it was obvious that William had overstretched himself and he was forced
to give up the tenancy of Birdston Farm.
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0 10 DEBTORS axp CREDITORS.

PRENTICE, l“umnr. Eastfield Farm, 8
burn, also at Birdston Farm, Kirk m
gal & Trust Deed for behoof or h‘lcrediton in avour
KRERT BURN! M'CAIG, Acoountant, 183 West Gearge
Street, Ghnov Persons INDEBTED to the 'rw are
requested to ons to Mr M'Ca1a forthwith ;
all Persons u %A sinst the Truster must lodo
the same with Mr xowithn()nonont.hho.thhm
LKIE CROALL, Writer, Glasgow,
Acont for the Trustee.

et ——

__Glasgow, 29th July, 189

3/8/1896 Glasgow Herald
A displenishing sale was held on the 8" of August 1896 to help pay off William’s debts.

Up for sale were all of the stock along with growing crops of corn, wheat, barley and potatoes as
well as hay in ricks and several farming implements.

By giving up Birdston and selling everything off, William managed to pay his debts and retain his
tenancy of Eastfield Farm.

William died of emphysema, aged 80, on the 6% of October 1924 in Gartloch Sanitorium.
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William Bauchop of Hole Farm in Lennoxtown saw the vacancy of Birdston Farm as an
opportunity. He was already known to the Lennox Estate and was viewed as a safe pair of hand to
take over the tenancy.

William was born about 1854 in Yoker, Dunbartonshire. His parents were John Bauchop, distillery
manager, and Ann McCulloch.

He married Janet Reid Weir on the 5" of March 1885 at Baldernock. William, aged 30, was
already the tenant farmer at Hole Farm, Lennoxtown.

William saw an opportunity to rent out parts of Birdston Farm for local events. This brought in
some, much needed, extra income.

10/7/1897 Falkirk Herald

William found himself subjected to the same petty thieving as his predecessor but made it very
plain that this was something he would not tolerate.

A WARNING TO BOYS.

Henry Stewart, foundry worker, Kilsyth Road,
Kirkintilloch, was cha‘gzd with having on 28th
August, from a field on Birdston Farm, pulled
a growing turnip. He pled guilty.

_The Prosecutor said the taking of a single tur-
nip might seem a small matter, but when they
took into consideration that thig feld was quire
near to the road they would see this was a prac-
tice thati should be put down.

A penalty of 5s or 3 days was imposed.

7/9/1898 Kirkintilloch Herald
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By the 1901 census William was 44 and Janet was 56. Living with them were Annie Livingstone
(23) and Mary Ewing (20) both dairymaids and Alexander Bebner (14) cowboy. Sadly, Alex would
go on to become one of the casualties of WW1 and his name is on the Kirkintilloch War Memorial.

Birdston, due to its low-lying position and proximity to the river Kelvin, has always been subject to
the danger of flooding as was seen in the conditions of Mark Stevenson’s lease. In 1903 the river
Kelvin burst its banks and threatened the farmhouse itself.

At the Campsie Road the residents were pre-
pared for the flood, and did not suffer quite so
acutely as at the previous overflow.

The flood again blocked the Hayston, Balqu-
harrage, and Milton Roads. On the latter the
extreme end of the inundation was at the road
lcading into the courtyard at Birdston Farin, an
experience unprecended in the memory of those
i the district, while it covered the large por-
tion of the land to the north of the Torrance
railway, a state of affairs scldom, if ever ex-
perienced before. At the Dalguharrage Road
the water was again almost up to the junction
with the Glasgow Road.

13/2/1903 Kirkintilloch Gazette

Once the floods receded, the planning began in earnest for the Kirkintilloch Co-Operator’s
Children’s gala at Birdston Farm.

The Kirkintilloch Gazette of 10" July 1903 reported that thousands of young folk assembled at
Donaldson Street and processed to Birdston behind the Kirkintilloch Rechabite brass band waving
flags as they marched. Mothers with babies in their prams brought up the rear. Provisions had
been made for 3,500 people but this ran out although the plentiful supply of tea did not. There
were sports and athletic events along with an acrobatic display by a troupe of gymnasts. The
children entered into various competitions on the programme and marched back to Donaldson

Street a 8 pm.

Flood defence of the area then became a hot topic and Birdston Farm lost two acres of ground to
allow this to proceed.

5/8/1905 Falkirk Herald
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In this modern world we assume that fire hydrants will be available for the fire brigade to use but

this was not the case in the early 1900s.

used 1in the event of fire.

15/11/1905 Kirkintilloch Herald

PRECAUTIONS AGAINST FIRE.

At a meeting of Water Conmmittee it was
resolved to recommend that a hvdrant to be
used in case of fire at Birdston farm, he put
in at the sight of the water superintendent
o the applicant payving the cost of the work
and .ve sum of 10s per annum, on the under-
standing that the hydrant would only be

If William wished for a fire hydrant to be available for Birdston Farm he was going to have to pay
for it to be installed and meet an annual bill to continue to have it available.

KIRKINTILLOCH BOYS BEAT CREATION,

James Marenall, echooltoy, son of John Mar-
shall, carter, 45 Frecland Piace, Kitkiatilloch, and
Richard Carmichas!, schoolboy, sen of J.mes Car-
wichasl, moulder, Townhead, Kirkictilioch, were
charged with baving, on the 20:h Seaptember,
stolen 3 turnips at Birdston Farm.

Marehall admitted the charge, but the other
dented it.

The Prosecutor stated that both boys were
caught in Lhe act by a constable. These Kirkin-
tilloch boys beat creation, and he thought that
parentis had advised them to plead not guiity.

The case was continued for a week.

1/11/1907 Kirkintilloch Gazette

Turnip pilfering seemed to occur
on a fairly regular basis.

In February 1908, Mrs McDonald from Lennoxtown met with quite a serious accident and broke
her arm while on the way to visit the William and Janet at the fam.

She had been travelling by dogcart from Geelong Place when the horse stumbled on the hill near
the entrance to Kincaid House. Mr McPhee, who had been driving the cart, was thrown over the
front but fortunately landed on the horse’s back. Mrs McDonald was not as fortunate as she was
thrown onto the road, breaking one arm and staving the other. She was taken to Kincaid Lodge
where medical assistance was summoned. After treatment, she was taken home.
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KIRKINTILLOCH * LUGCIE ” JUVENILE TENT,
I.O.R., No. 195.

ANYUrt EXCURSION

TO BIRDSTON FARM,
ON SATURDAY, 2s5th JUNE, 1gro.
Ieave Temperance Hall at 2 o'cleck.
Juvenile Members, Iree; Adult Ticket, 6d.

e et ——

15/6/1910 Kirkintilloch Herald

In June 1910 large numbers of people met at the Temperance Hall in Kirkintilloch and marched
through the town behind the Rechabite band to a field on Birdston Farm. The afternoon consisted
of refreshments, sports and fun activities for the children.

In the 1911 census William was 54 and his wife, Janet, was 66 they had been married for 30 years
but have had no children. Living with them were their two dairymaids, Annie Mcintyre (21) and
Helen McDonald (20).

HATCHER wanted. — Apply, Birdston
Farm, Kirkintilloch.

4/12/1912 Kirkintilloch Herald
Turnip stealing proliferated across the district and on the Sabbath too!

In 1913, five Kirkintilloch boys found themselves in front of the judge for stealing turnips on the
Sabbath.

On the 315t of August schoolboy Michael Dunlop stole two turnips from Birdston Farm. On the 7t
of September Borthwick Sneddon, a telegraph messenger, along with schoolboy Patrick Quin stole
cabbages and turnips from Watshod Farm. On the same day. Police apprehended John McDade,
apprentice mason, as he threw turnips over the fence at Birdston Farm to William O’Donnell,
printfield worker. Milton of Campsie police reported that they had had many complaints of boys
stealing turnips that they had set up watch and were most vigilant on Sundays when the highest
level of complaints were received. The boys’ parents were fined 2/6 each and the boys let off with
a warning.

By 1914 the world was at war but the stealing continued at Birdston Farm. Mrs Stewart, wife of an
engineman at Kincaid Print Works, forfeited a bail of 7/6 when she failed to appear on a charge of
stealing a stone of potatoes from Birdston Farm on the 17 of October. In November, Henry
Woods and John Friel were up on a charge of stealing turnips from Birdston Farm. Henry Woods
ran away to Ireland so failed to appear while John Friel was admonished.
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On a happier note, William won second prize for the best turnout in the ploughing competition held
at Balmore in February 1915.

He then won first prize for the best gelding at the Campsie Show held on the Dougalston Estate in
June 1915.

Unfortunately, the annual Rechabite celebration planned at the farm in June 1915 proved to be a
washout with heavy rain.

~ JUVENILE RECHABITES.

The members of the local tent of Juvenile
Rechabi'es were to have spent the after-
noon at Birdston, and headed by two
pipers, and carrying a number of flags,
they set out shoriy after two o'clock. On
veaching the field the conviction was
brought home that the rain was on for the
day, and the children retumed to Kirkin-
tilloch. Theyv adjourned ‘0 the Temperance
Hall, where refreshments were served, and
afterwards they procceded home.

30/6/1915 Kirkintilloch Herald

The children from the South United Free Church were luckier with the weather the following year.
The children attonding South U.F. Chureh
Qunday Scuoot hal thelr annual trip on
Saturday to Birdston Farm, t\;nllhvr they
were conveyed by liay wagions.

16/6/1916 Kirkintilloch Gazette

William died suddenly on the 23™ of June 1916 when he slipped into a diabetic coma. Insulin
treatment was not available at this time as the first recorded use in humans was not until 1922.

DEATH OF A FARMER.—The death took
place car'y on Friday morning of My. William
Bauchope, farmer, Birdston, atter a Ufef ill-
riess. He had been in Kirkintilloch the previous
Mondav, and took ill the same night. Mr.
bauchope did not identify himself in any way
with public affairs, but was rather of a retiring
disposition, He had for two decades
been tenant of Birdston Farm, which was a
{avourite veane for loca] and city trips, He was
in the 62nd ycar of his age, and is survived by.
his wife,

28/6/1916 Kirkintilloch Herald
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With no son to take over the farm, Janet began the heartbreaking process of leaving her home
and make way for a new tenant.

Sale of Growing Hay

At BIRDSTOX FARM, Kirkintillech,
ON SATURDAY, 22nd JULY, 1918, at 2 p.m.

IHE Subscribers, favoured with instructions
from Mrs. Bauchop (per Messrs. Brownlie,
Bavchop & Co,, Writers), will sell by Public
Aucticn, as.above.
42 Acres of Growing Ry=grass and Timothy
Hay will be sold in lots to suit purchasers.

Terms of Sale—(C'ash.
: MACDONALD, FRASER & CO., LTD.,

Auctioneers.
63 Bellgrove Street, Glasgow.

SLS

19/7/1916 Kirkintilloch Herald

A second sale of crops was held on Saturday 26" August 1916 when 40 acres of oats, 16 acres of
potatoes and 10 tons of oat straw went under the hammer.

1
AT BIRDSTON FARM, KIRKINTILLOCH,
IMPORTANT DISPLENISHING SALE

it

LIVE STOCK, CROP, IMPLEMENTS, &c.,
On SATURDAY FIRST, 28th OCTOBER,
1916, at 11 a.m.,

All as previously advertised in the * Kirkin®
tilloch Herald.”

Terms of Sale—Cash.

Refreshments will be provided at moderate
charges.
MACDONALD, FRASER & CO,, L.,
Auctioneers.

63 Bellgrove Street, Glasgow.

25/10/1916 Kirkintilloch Herald

While it is heartbreaking to read the list of a whole lifetime of farming going under the hammer, it
gives the modern reader an insight into the livestock kept and the implements used on farms
during the First World War.

Livestock: 5 work horses, 1 work mare with foal, 1 three year old colt, 1 two year old filly, 1 one
year old filly, 1 pony (13.2 hands), 32 Milch cows and Queys, 3 two year old Queys in calf, 4 Quey
stirks, 2 calves, 1 Ayrshire bull and 40 head of poultry.
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Crops: 10 Stacks of Oats, 45 Tons of Ryegrass and Clover Hay — the whole secured in splendid
condition, 3 Tons Oat Straw, 6 acres of Swede Turnips — an excellent crop.

Implements: 5 carts, 3 Hay Waggons, 2 corn carts, milk waggon with barrels, Milk Van Blinder (by
McCormick), 3 Mowers, 2 Hay Rakes, 2 Iron Rollers, 4 Set Harrows, Circular Harrows, Set Hay
Seed Harrows, 2 Drill Harrows, Cultivator, Hay Shipe, Hay Collector, 5 Swing Ploughs, 2 Double
Moulded Ploughs, 1 Oliver Plough, Stack Props and Bosses, Potato Digger, Turnip Sowing
Machine, Horse Hoe, 2 Cart Bodies, 1 Dogcart (almost new), Gig Lamps, Pony Trap, 2 Hay Rick
Lifters, 4 Ladders, 1 Extension Ladder, Horse Hay Fork (by Wilson & Son), Engine and Boiler and
Thrashing Mill, Steam Churner, Butter Cooler, 3 Wheelbarrows. 1 Sack Barrow, 4 Meal Girnals,
Doghouse, Henhouse, Weighing Machine, Barn Fanners, Hay Cutter, Chaff Cutter, 6 Sets Cart
Harness, Plough Chains, Graipes, Shovels, Rakes, Turnip Cutter, Straw Barrow, 2 Boilers, 3 Meat
Coolers and a lot of other Barn and Stable Utensils also a Very Large and Valuable Dairy
Collection.

Janet died, aged 76, on the 8™ of February 1917 at her nephew’s house in Bearsden. She had
been suffering from Parkinson’s disease and eventually died of heart failure.

The death took place at Chapleton Avenue,
Bearsden, on Thursdav, of Janet Reid Werr,
widow of the late William Bauchope, farmer,
Birdston. Mrs Wauchope had been laid aside
for 2 considerable time, and was in poor health
at the time ol her husband’s death, whom she
has survived bv on!y a few months. The funeral
took piace 10 Campsie Churchyard on Monday. ‘

14/2/1917 Kirkintilloch Herald
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The next tenant died before he could take over the farm. William Stuart had been the tenant
farmer at Broomhill for many years.

Mr Stuart ‘has
beem in failing health for some months past, but
was only confined to the house for a few weeks
before his death. Quite recently he travelled
to Glasgow to sign the missive for Birdston
farm, to which he intended removing. He is
survived by a widow and family of two sons
and one daughter. ;

11/10/1916 Kirkintilloch Herald
The lease, however, seems to have passed seamlessly to William’s son, James.

James Stuart was born in Strathblane on the 18" of June 1883. His father, as stated above, was
William Stuart and his mother was Isabella Lyon, they had married in Campsie in 1878.

James married Jean Henderson Nicol in Culsamond, Aberdeenshire in 1917.

- = |

LLOVE DARGS.—l.ocal farmers were busy !
giving a helping hand to ingoing tenants last
week. On Thursday there was a well attended
“love darg ”’ at Birdston, where Mr. Stuart has
entered upon the tenancy, and on Saturday, at
Cleddans, where Mr. Cowan, Milton, is the
ingoing tenant.

7/3/1917 Kirkintilloch Herald

It would seem that the term “Love Darg” meant that local farmers would lend a hand in the initial
ploughing for a new farm tenant. This was a way of welcoming new neighbours.

Mr Stuart, the new teaant at Birdston, had
a day's boon ploughing last week from nezh-
bours,

9/3/1917 Kirkintilloch Gazette

James continued the tradition of having events held on the farm. The first one reported was a
Sunday School Picnic just a few months after he and Jean moved in.

St David's Parish Church §und:1y School
picnic was brought off on b_a,turdag. whtzg
the young folks and their friends disportec
themselves at Birdston for a few hours.

31/8/1917 Kirkintilloch Gazette
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By January the following year James was advertising for staff. There were few men available due
to the war so female staff were sought in their stead.

WANTF.B — Woman for Outdoor Farm
Work ; ab'e to Milk preferred; R. & K.
House available.—Apply, Jas. Stuart, Birdston.

30/1/1918 Kirkintilloch Herald

\ YOMEN (Two) Wanted to Shaw Turnips;
6d. per hour.—Stuart, Birdston Iarm.

20/11/1918 Kirkintilloch Herald

AID Wanted for Farm; must be a good
milker ; good wages.—Apply, J. Stuart,
Birdston.

27/11/1918 Kirkintilloch Herald

James spent a lot of time and effort in selling his goods and meeting the needs of the local
community.

MILK.
_8_.—

Owing to SCARCITY of SUPPLIES

in the Burgh, I Intend Retailing my

MILK in KIRKINTILLOCH instead
of sending it into Glasgow.

Beginning on THURSDAY MORN-
ING, 2nd OCTOBER, I will Deliver
from Van, Chiefly in COWGATE, AL-
EXANDRA STREET & BELLFIELD

Intending Customers Kindly Let Me
Know Their Requirements By POST
CARD OR OTHERWISE.

JAMES STUART,

Birdston Farm,
Kirkintilloch.

29/9/1919 Kirkintilloch Gazette

The following advert raises a smile and makes us wonder just how odd the horse was.

AD Waned (16—17 years old) to work (_*dfl
herse c¢n farm.—Stuart, Birdston, Kirk-
intillech.

23/4/1919 Kirkintilloch Herald

The Campsie Cattle Show in June 1919 was held at Balcarroch Farm in Campsie Glen. James
took 3™ prize for a cow not in milk and 18t prize for a bull two years and up.
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SALE OF HAY [IN STACKS.
At BIRDSTON and FRENCHMILI. FARMS,
on THURSDAY FIRST, 11th Inst., at
3 p.un
SALE OF 70 TONS RYEGRASS AND
TIMOTHY HAY AND g TONS
STRAW,
All Fxtra Well Secured.
PAUIL & MILIAR,

Auctioneers.

10/9/1919 Kirkintilloch Herald

Gala days continued to be held at the farm.

KIRKINTILLOCH EQUITABLE !
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY, LIMITED Z

e 1

CHILDREN'S
9 GALA, ¢

In Field at Birdston Farm,

SATURDAY, JULY -.

Tickets, Adults, 1/3; Juveniles, 3d

(Including Tax).

10/6/1921 Kirkintilloch Gazette

The procession for this gala was headed by four bands and a crowd of 6,000 people took part.
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Unfortunately, petty theft still seemed prevalent at the farm. The 1920s saw a period of post war
depression and widespread unemployment and poverty.

BIRDSTON BOYS.

I'our Birdston boys, Alex Colt (13),
Hugh Coll (9), And. Hendrie (10), John
Hendrie §), ware charged (with the
theft of 12 pailing stobs from Birdston
farm.

At first the quartette denied the
charge, but Mrs Coll got very annoyed
on being told that the accused would
all have to come back to court and bring
witnesses with thom.

At last she said she had no coal in the
house apd sent the boys out to gather
firewood, It was not stealing she con-
sidered,

The fiscal said the serious thing was
that this was the second time the/Colls
had been there for theft, He was not
surprisced when this was the way their
mother condoned their offence at home.

Mr Teevin said that the Hendries
would be admonished, but under the
special section of the Act Mrs Coli
would be fined in 10s—3s or 5 days flor
each of her boys.

. —

7/7/1922 Kirkintilloch Gazette

A new type of gala took place in 1922, that of the Ex-Servicemen’s Club. These clubs formed after
the war as a way of offering support to men who had fought in horrendous conditions of which
their loved ones were largely unaware. They raised money to support the widows and children of
war casualties or for their former comrades too injured to hold down a job.

Kirkintilloch Ex-Servicemen’s Club are
holding a gala in a field on Birdston Farm
on the last Saturday of the month. Three
bands have been engaged for the occasion,
and a fair and spoits programme are to be
carried through. The widows and children
of Servicemen are to be given free
admission.

17/7/1922 Kirkintilloch Herald
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Despite the earlier discussions about a fire hydrant being installed at the farm, it became evident
that there was not a suitable water supply for the fire brigade to use when a fire broke out in two
sheds situated to the rear of the farmhouse. Water eventually had to be piped in from Lennox
Hospital but the delay in ensuring a water supply meant there was a real danger of the fire
spreading to the house. There was considerable damage done.

£1000 Damage by Fire at Birdston

Damage estimated at £1,000 was done by fire which broke out at Birdston
Farm (Mr James Stuart’s) on Tuesday night. About 11.30 it was noticed that
two large sheds situated to the rear of the buildings were involved.

Bishopbriggs Fire Brigade arrived about midnight. Owing to difficulty of
securing a water supply, pipes had to be laid a distance of about 300 yards
and a connection made at Lennox Hospital. It was almost 1.15 before a
supply was available and by this time the fire had got such a hold that the
firemen’s efforts had to be directed chiefly to seeing that the fire did not
extend to the adjoining buildings.

Practically all the farming implements were destroyed, the losses including a
milling machine, two self-binders, two traps, 4 carts, a hay waggon, seed
drills, two rick lifters, a van, numerous small tools, and a considerable quantity
of straw. A good deal of damage was also done to the premises. The damage
was covered by insurance.

27/7/1923 Kirkintilloch Gazette

In March 1924 James opened a farm shop in Eastside, Kirkintilloch.

——— OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT ——
+0F v s »

BlRDSTO-.\" IQ.\RM D;\IRY

i PREMISES, formerly CROSS KEYS, at

i 27—29 EASTSIDE, Opposite Station,

WIILLI. BE OPENED on FRIDAY, 29th

FEBRUARY. for the Sale of MILK, BUTTER

AND ALL DAIRY AND FARM PRODUCE.
HOME-BAKING OF VARIETY OF
SCONES, CAKES, ETC., EVERY DAY,

Warm Milk, Pure and Clean, Delivered Twice

Daily Direct from the Producer.

— J. STUART, BIRDSTON FARM. —

5/3/1924 Kirkintilloch Herald
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He used this to sell his farm produce direct to the public.

YEED POTATOES at Growers' Price:—
K Boxed Earlies (British Queen), 2st. Box,
5/-; Second Earlies, Great Scot, 1/9 per st.;
Kerr’s Pink and Golden Wonder, 1/9 per st.—
To be got from J. STUART, 27-29 Eastside,
Kirkintilloch. High Grade Fertilizers at 1/¥
per stone at Birdston Farm.

19/3/1924 Kirkintilloch Herald

By the end of March 1924, it would seem that something strange was going on — was this some sort
of scam and, if so, what did the scammers hope to gain?

NOTICE TO THOSE WHOM IT
CONCERNS.

VI‘.I'I’HF.R BY POST NOR PERSON
- WAS ANY CANVASSING DONE
FOR BIRDSTON FARM DAIRY.

THE SUCCESS OF« THIS DAIRY
IS DUE TO THE HIGH QUALITY OF
THE PRODUCE AND THE CLEAXNLI-
NESS ATTENDING SAME.

—— e e

26/3/1924 Kirkintilloch Herald

The Kirkintilloch Gala Day of 1925 had to return to Woodhead in Kirkintilloch as James had their
usual field under cultivation and there was not another suitable one available. This caused some
disgruntlement in the committee as it was pointed out that Kirkintilloch, unlike Birdston, was a dry

town so no alcohol could be sold. The Gala did go ahead at Woodhead without the availability of
any alcoholic beverages.

58



Another fire broke out at the farm at the end of August 1925 and the fire brigade encountered the same
problems in gaining a water supply.

STACKYARD FIRE AT
BIRDSTON.

About 11 o'clock on Wednesdav night a stack-
vard adjoining Birdston Farm, occupied by
Mr. James Stuart, was discovered to be on |
fire. i here were in the vard at the time six
stacks of hav and one of wheat straw. Stir-
ling Burgh Fire Brigade, with which the
Western District Committee have a working
arrangement, was 'phoned for, and arrived |
at the farm forty minutes from the time the
message was dispatched By this time three
stacks of hay bad been destroved, and the
farm workers and neighbours were striving
bv drenching them with water to save the
ther four stacks. 'he Brigade turned their

attention to this salvage, and were successful |

 in saving the four stacks. [here were 24 |
!1-\»11\ of hay in the stacks that were destroved,
and the damage is set -down at Z06. The
loss is covered by 1nsurance. The I'ire Bri-

gade, after coming 22 nrles from Stirling, |
had to get water from a hydrant at Lennox |
Hospital, 500 vards away, and were unable to
leave the vard till shortly after six o'clock on 2
s et & o NATNIN O ]
[hursd morning.
I}I 3t d.\ { > i
!

26/8/1925 Kirkintilloch Herald

Yet another fire broke out in October 1925 and the same problem was encountered by the fire
brigade — no suitable water supply!

The nearest fire plug was a quarter of a mile away at Lennox Hospital but the hoses were not long
enough to stretch the distance from the hospital to the stackyard.

They eventually managed to pump water from a nearby ditch by forming a dam with corrugated
iron sheets, stones and mud allowing them to collect enough water to put the fire out.

This was obviously a situation that was becoming ever more urgent.

When the cause of the fire was investigated it was found to be caused by some children playing in
the stackyard
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The argument of the fire plug rumbled on and James found that he would be expected to pay for it
himself.

He had arranged with Kirkintilloch Town Council to put this in at once but expected to be
reimbursed by Campsie as it would benefit everyone in the area.

The main problem was that the water would be coming from the Kirkintilloch water pipe as
Campsie had no water supply in the area.

There were several arguments from Campsie up to and including that Birdston was in Kirkintilloch
and not Campsie!

Campsie took the view that as they did not authorise this they would not pay for it.
James, at his own expense, obtained his own personal fire hydrant for the sole use of his farm.

Any other house in Birdston would need to get water from Lennox Hospital in the event of a fire!

In July 1927 James transferred ownership of his farm shop to Mrs Brown.

Birdston Farm Dairy

. A BOVE DAIRY, CARRIED ON BY
-« % MR JAS. STUART, AT EASTSIDE,
WAS, ON 1st JULY, TRANSFERRED
TO MRS. D. BROWN, WHO WAS
ORIGINALLY IN CHARGE.

Mrs. Brown hopes,” by personal attention,
to merit the continuance of customers’
patronage.

The Milk sold will still be from Birdston
Farm.

7/7/1926 Kirkintilloch Herald

James was always interested in new farming equipment, so it was no surprise that Birdston Farm
was the place chosen to demonstrate a new grain drying device in October 1927. It was claimed
that the new dryer would do away with the need to turn over cut grain thus saving a considerable
amount of labour.

TIHEFT CGF WOOD.

Four lads from Milton district were
charced with having, between 2Yth December
and 3rd January, from the stable vard at
Birdston Iarm, stolen 3 paling stobs, 3 tree
branches, and 1 wooden plank. They all pled
guilty, one of them stating that they under-
stood the stobs were of no real value. s

1

27/2/1929 Kirkintilloch Herald
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Around this time, James decided to move to a farm outside London and the Kincaid Lennox Estate
put the farm up for sale.

It was purchased by David William Reid.

David was born in 1887 at Bridgend Farm in Campsie. His father, William, was a farmer and his
mother was Jessie Stark. David had an elder sister, Elizabeth, and a younger brother Thomas.

There is nothing in the local papers for a displenishing sale at the point of transfer. It may well be
that James took most of the farming accoutrements with him and sold much of the livestock
directly to the Reids.

David seems to have focussed on growing potatoes and other crops but he also rented out
pasture for grazing.

YOR SALE—One Ton Seconds Kerr's Pinks; |
nice seed.—David Reid, Birdston Farm, |

Kirkintilloch. i
24/4/1929 Kirkintilloch Herald _\_1')-(‘)]f‘-—(_l-lf{_._\.;él.\'(2 for a few Cattle.—Apply,
X  David Reid, Birdston Farm, Kirkin-
tilloch.
SR — : e ) 12/6/1929 Kirkintilioch Herald
\ TORKERS WANTED for DPotato Lifting. I
\pply.,  David Reid, Birdston Faim,

Kirkintilloch. l
11/10/1929 Kirkintilloch Gazette

TRANSFER OF BUSINESS.—Mr!
|James Stuart, who some time ago left |
. . |Birdston Farm, Milton of Campsie, to
James obviously did not take well to take up farming on the outskirts of
farming in London and returned to run | London, has ag'a,in returned to the
New Mills Dairy in Milton of Campsie. vill;a.7ge,’ and has procured from Mr |
| Grant the dairy known as New Mills.
This business will now be carried on by
| Mr Stuart. | I,

15/3/1930 Callander Advertiser

James died of a coronary thrombosis, aged 67, at Sunnyside in Milton of Campsie on the 6% of
April 1931.
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In 1931 there was great excitement as an aeroplane display was planned at Birdston Farm.

People came from miles around just to see the spectacle.

Unfortunately, the aerial aerobatics display had to be postponed as one of the pilots took ill. The
display was delayed for a week to allow for the pilot to recover.

Meanwhile, other pilots took people on short flights across the surrounding area.

An aeroplane, owned by the Norih Bii.ish
Aviation Company, whose headquar.ers arc an
Liverpool, puil in a busy flying scason om Sun-
day afternocon,  The (aking-off and landing
gr;mml was in a field on Birdston Farm, lying
“alongside the Birdsion Road, Here there was a
long line of people anxious b0 have ihe thrills
of a flichti, bul darkness came on before all had
their wish graiified,

— a wurey

20/11/1931 Kirkintilloch Gazette

Around this, David carried on growing potatoes, turnips and wheat.

TENT GONE ON THEIR RETURN.

MINER STOPPED AT GARTMORE.

The sequel to the mysterious dis-
appearance of a tent belonging to two
campers in a field on Birdstone Farm,
Kirkintilloch, was heard in Stirling
Sheriff Court on Wednesday. The
police were informed immediately the
loss of the tent was discovered, and the
next stage in the mystery was the in-
terrogation by the police of a man at
Gartmore. E

He appeared in Stirling Sheriff Court
on Wednesday, when his name was
given as James Carroll, a miner, of no
fixed residence, and he admitted the
theft of the campers’ tent, two blan-
kets, a haversack, a shirt, a ground-
sheet, a kettle, a waterproof coat, a
scarf, and a frying pan.

Accused had two previous con-
victions, :

The .Fiscal explained the campers
went to Kilsyth, and on their return
in the early hours of the morning
found their property gone. Informa-
tion was lodged with the police, who

stood to be a deserter from the Army.

prison for fourteen days.

23/7/1932 Bridge of Allan Gazette

kept a look-out, and accused was de-|
tained at Gartmore. He was under-

Sheriff Dean Leslie sent accused to|

The petty thieving which had gone on around the farm
became a bit more serious when a group of people
camping on the farm returned from a day out to
Kilsyth to find their tent and most of their belongings
gone.

The perpetrator was soon apprehended and tried at
Stirling Sheriff Court.

62



A Second Air Display at Birdston

Yourself, or
Fly with —>»
Famous Pilots

SIR ALAN COBHAM'S

- The air display of 1931 proved so popular
that a second display was held on the 6"
of July 1933.

On the previous Saturday one of the
planes passed over Kirkintilloch emitting a
stream of crimson smoke. Anyone who
guessed the correct height of the plane
was given free tickets to the display

GREAT AIR DISPLAY

At BIRDSTON FARM, MILTON ROAD, KIRKINTILLOCH,
On THURSDAY, JULY 6th, at 245 and 7 p.m.

ADMISSION, 1/3; CHILDREN, 6d. FLIGHTS FROM 4.,

The aeroplanes involved were De
Haviland Tiger Moths. A tremendous show

12 AIRGRAFT. 2 AIR LINERS. 20 THRILLING EVENTS. : was presented including ng Walking,

7/7/1933 Kirkintilloch Gazette

formation flying and loop the loop. Two

members of the audience volunteered to be taken up in a plane where they experienced not only
flying for the first time but the adventure of loop the loop in a Tiger Moth.

David died, aged 46, at Birdston Farm on the 15" of December 1933. He had been suffering from

myocarditis for several months.

Once again we see a displenishing sale with the animals, crops and implements sold off.

" PAUL & MILLER’S SALES

DISPLENISHING SALE of FARM STOCK,
CROP, IMPLEMENTS, and Several Articles
of HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE. etc., at
BIRDSTON FARM, Kirkintilloch (late David
Reid Trust), on SATURDAY, 17th Novem-
ber, 1934, at 11 a.m. Consisting of :— :

STOCK.—34 Head Cross and Ayrshire
Cattle, including 4 Cows, January and Feb-
ruary calvers; 12 Cows, calved and to calve;
4 Cross Heifers, Spring calvers; 5 Cross
Bulling Heifers; 5 Cross Heifers in forward
condition ; 3 Cross Heifer Calves; 1 Shorthorn
Bull (fat); 1 Gelding; 1 Mare (fully pedi-
greed); 1 Filly, rising three years (fully
pedigreed).

CROP.—18 Stacks Oats (Yielder) ; 6 Stacks
Hay (Timothy and Ryegrass); 25 Acres
Swede Turnips in pits.

FARM IMPLEMENTS, Stable and Dairy
Utensils, etc., as previously advertised.

NOTE.—The Implements are in splendid
condition and practically new.

Graham’s ’Buses leave (Cathedral Street,
(ilasgow, every half-hour, and pass farm road
end.
‘ Terms—Cash at Sale.

17/11/1934 Bridge of Allan Gazette
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He left the ownership of the farm to his sister, Elizabeth, but it was his brother, Thomas Reid, who
took over the running of the farm in December 1934. He had previously been farming at Crofthead
in Cadder. Thomas had married Violet Maxwell McCulloch in Campsie in 1925. Their daughter,
Janet Hendrie, was born in Polmont in 1927. A second daughter, Anne Lawson, was born in Duthill
in 1941.

By 1936, there was a dispute about the state of the road between Birdston Farm and Watshod
Farm as it had become insanitary at the Birdston end. The six properties abutting onto this portion
of the road had been contacted to effect repairs. While the farmers at either end along with two of
the properties endeavoured to spread sand and gravel to alleviate the problem two other
proprietors refused. The sanitary inspector was forced to intervene with those who refused.

Thomas'’s daughter, Janet, married Jack Graham on the 19" of April 1939 at Balgrayhouse in
Springburn.

Despite ongoing discussions about water there was still the small matter of the fire hydrant which,
it would seem, had never actually been fitted, and Watshod Farm could not be supplied with mains
water at all due to lack of both pressure and supply. Finally in 1941, Birdston got some good news
in that they would now have a fire hydrant fitted. Thomas, like his predecessor, James, would,
however, be required to pay for the installation.

It was remitted to the Water
Superintendent to report on the subject. It
was agreed that a hydrant be fitted on the
water main at Birdston, at a charge of §/- per
annum, on condition that the applicant, Mr,
Thomas Reid, Birdston Farm, pay the initial
cost, in addition to the annual charge.
‘ " 14/5/1941 Kirkintilloch Herald

The second world war finally came to an end and the agricultural show returned to Birdston in
1947.

SHOW

Of Attested Cattle, Clydesdale and Lightfooted Horses
(Open), Dairy Produce, Dogs (Open) and Open Jumping
Competitions

At BIRDSTON FARM, Kirkintilloch,
On SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1947

The show arca embraces the parishes of Kirkintilloch, Campsieg
Cadder, Cumbernauld, Kilsyth and Baldernock.

Entries close on Friday, 2nd May, 1947.
Premium Lists on application to the Secretaries—

M. & M. GRAHAM,
Tel.—Kilsyth 3112. Wester Board Farm, Twechar

16/4/1947 Kirkintilloch Herald

Thomas won the supreme championship with his three year old quey in calf. He also won first
prize in the Clydesdale championship with his yearling filly.
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Thomas made a name for himself with the high quality horses he bred at Birdston Farm so it was
no great surprise when he was appointed as a judge in the National Stallion Show.

¥ Mr. Thomas Reid, Birdston
Farm, has been appointed as a
judge at the National Stallion Show
on March § and 6. Mr. Reid has
been a consistent winner at local
shows over the past few years.

Kirkintilloch Herald 30/1/1952

Thomas’s second daughter, Anne, married Donald Carswell in St Mary’s Church, Kirkintilloch on
the 15t of June 1952.

While it is assumed that most farms have chickens, this is the first official confirmation that the
Reids kept chickens.

PULLETS for Sale; Br. L. x L.S.; on
point of lay.—Reid, Birdston Farm.
Kirkintilloch Herald 28/10/1953

Thomas did not feature much in the newspapers but he was very highly regarded in the quality of
the horses he bred at Birdston.

I Reserve was Supreme Lady, a six-

vear-old bay mare shown by W. Herron,
| Derryvane House, Portadown. She was
| bred at Birdston by T. S. Reid, and is
| by Craigie Supreme Commander out of

ia Gartness Control dam.

The Scotsman 26/5/1956
In 1961 the water supply which had been argued over for so long was finally about to happen.

Burgh of Kirkintilloch

Water (Scotland) Act, 1946

NEW 15 inch PIPELINE FROM
WOODBURN CLEAR WATER
TANK TO LEDGATE

JOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in
terms of Sections 26 and 27 of
the Water (Scotland) Act, 1946, that
the Town Council of the Burgh of
Kirkintilloch propose to lay a 15-
inch diameter water main from the
Burgh's Woodburn Clear Water
Tank to a point approximately ten
yards west of the Gale Bridge on
the north bank of the River Kelvin,
both in the Parish of Campsie and
the County of Stirling and thence
within their own area of supply.
The land directly affected thereby
lies in the property of the following
persons : —

Mrs. Jean Stewart & Sons,
Meadowbank Farm, Ledgate,
Kirkintilloch.

Thos. Reid, Eeq., Birdston Farm, 17/5/1961 Kirkintilloch Herald
Kirkintilloch.
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Thomas found himself on the wrong side of the law when he employed underage boys to assist
with the potato harvest in 1961. The school leaving age had been raised to 15 in 1948.

i
q
|

Employed Schoolboys
Contrary To Act

Thomas Reid & Sons, farmers,
Birdston Farm, Milton of Campsie,
were fined £5 at Stirling Sheriff |.
Court today when they pleaded
guilty to having employed three
13-year-old Kirkintilloch school-
boys in October last year at the
potato harvesting on a school day,
and before the close of _schogl
hours, contrary to the Childrens
and -Young Persons’ (Scotland)
Act.

16/1/1 962 Edinburgh Evening News

Yet another fire broke out in September 1962 when an electric silo caught fire. Perhaps the same
one demonstrated by James Stuart in 1927.

| |
[ Kirkinulloch Fire Service were !

called to Birdston Farm. Milton of
| Campsie. at the week-end when fire
broke out in a clectrically heated |

L grain silo. It is thought that a fault |
i the wiring svstem started the fire.

Soon after their arrival. firemen
‘had the blaze under control and it |

‘wis soon extinguished.
!

19/9/1962 Kirkintilloch Herald

Fortunately, with the fire hydrant finally fitted, a ready supply of water was available for the fire
brigade to use and the fire was soon quenched.

Evidence that Birdston was, still very much, a dairy farm was exhibited in the advert looking for a
woman to wash milk dishes.

WOMAN wanted to wash milk dishes: help
in house., cottage avallable, — Birdston
Farm.

19/9/1962 Kirkintilloch Herald
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Janet died, suddenly, of a coronary thrombosis at Birdston Farm on the 11*" of July 1967. She was
74 years old.

RE'D)—-Suddenly at Birdston Farm, Kirk-
intilloch, on Tuesday, 11th July, 1967,
Janet Martin lLawson, beloved wife of
Thomas Reid,

19/7/1967 Kirkintilloch Herald

Less than a month later a bus ran out of control and landed in a field at the farm.

BUS OFF ROAD
A bus, travelling between Campsie
Glen and Glasgow, went out of con-
trol and ran into a field at Birdston
last Thursday morning. The bus was
auckly put back on the road and
little or no damage was done.

9/8/1967 Kirkintilloch Herald

Town and Country Planning
(Scotland) Acts, 1947-1969

P

NOTICE OF
LOCAL INQUIRY

The Secretary of State has annn'nted
A. F. C. Qlark, Fsq., C.B., to hold a
local inquiry and to report with respect
to anpeals against the conditions im-
posed by Stirling County CHuncil as
local plann‘ng authority, on the grant
of planning permiss‘on in principle for
the develnpment of land for resdential
and ancillary purposes at Frenchmill
Farm and Bir“ston Farm, Mi'ton of
Campsie, Stirlingshire,

The inquiry, which w'll be held in
public and ay which interested parties
mav claim to he heard will comma2nce
at 10.30 a.m. nn Wednnredav, Frehruary
17, 1071, within the County Offices,
Viewforth, Stirling.

F. M. M. GRAY,
Assistant Secretary,
Scottish Development Denartment,
ot. Andrew’'s Tonse,
Edinburgh, EH1, 3DD,

25/2/1970 Kirkintilloch Herald

The 1970s was the decade of the destruction of
many historical buildings and loss of farmland in the
Campsie area.

A proposal to build houses on the land of Birdston
Farm met with strong opposition.

An appeal was held against the Secretary of State’s
decision to refuse this planning application.

John T. Bell were proposing a £13 million
development to house 17,000 people across the
parish. At this stage some 300 new houses had
already been built at Milton of Campsie.

The main argument against further development in
the area was the sheer volume of traffic which was
already bringing Bishopbriggs to a standstill with
cars heading into Glasgow.

The planning permission was refused and Birdston
Farm remained much as it had always been.

With the severe flooding in the area which took
place in 1994 it was perhaps a wise decision.

Thomas Reid died aged 84 at Birdston Farm on the 20*" of January 1975 and the farm passed to
his family.

67



In researching Birdston Farm, it has, in many ways, been a return to my family’s roots. They
moved to Birdston in 1860 and remained there for over 100 years. Over the years, many members
of my family worked on the farm either officially or in a lending a hand neighbourly fashion.

Alex Stewart, Birdston Farmyard Credit: Barrie A Stewart

The farm has always grown crops, including the turnips so attractive to petty thieves, and the
fertile ground so strictly husbanded by farmers who knew its worth, has for generations supported
a high quality dairy herd.

While Mark Stevenson’s lease of 1847 strictly forbade the keeping of sheep, these days it is
common to view the Birdston flock in the fields in front of the farmhouse. Improvements in the
understanding of land management means there is no longer the need for the strict crop rotation
Mark had to adhere to. The mechanisation of milking means that the need for several dairymaids
on the farm became redundant but the farm still, as always, runs with the seasons.

Birdston Farmhouse 1976 Credit: EDC Archives
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General Preamble

Early Campsie communities, from individual “hunter-gatherers”, naturally joined to gain benefits
from civilisation. Apart from Pre-Christian forms of religion, based on awareness of their position in
the natural environment, individuals came together for increased effectiveness, safety and
development.

Stones became important common meeting points in this process.

Later, these significant stones were marked with Celtic pre-Christian symbols including markings
which we now call cup, rings and V-rods.

When Irish missionaries came to Scotland, bringing Christianity, they used the original places of
worship, incorporating the Christian Cross into the Celtic symbols. They also used the Gaelic “cil”
to mean a place of worship such as in Kilmarnock, the Church of St. Marnock. “Clachan” is the
plural of “clach”, the Gaelic for a stone. The name came to be applied to a group of stone
buildings, hence the name Clachan of Campsie where Machan made the centre of his ministry in
the 7t century.

In common with most of Scotland, from early times, most of the population of the Campsie area
depended on agriculture to survive. By the 16" century, society was largely based on the
production of food. The smaller communities had grown up around natural beneficial features, and
these lands became significant to power and wealth.

In the Campsie area, the Northern part, towards the Fells, although naturally somewhat less fertile,
and more difficult to cultivate than more Southerly parts, did have geological benefits which would
allow continued developments through time. The steeper areas practically remained the domicile
of sheep.

There was generally a continuous source of water, to aid crops and animals and, in time, for use
as a source of energy to power the first forms of mechanisation of processes. Milling of grain,
including barley, corn and oats, being a vital production process.

Alongside this water, local limestone and coal meant lime-kilns were created, producing fertiliser
to enhance the soil and hence used, alongside animal excrement, dung, to improve the yield of
crops.

The human resources were important, for these processes to take place and increase the wealth
and power of the Landowners, their local Clan chiefs and Earls of the Scottish Kings.

By the 17" century, a feudal system existed, with the Earls of Lennox given the privileges and
jurisdictions of a Barony. They had the powers of life or death through the Woodhead Barony
Court.

The lands North of the Glazert, running from Clachan of Campsie to Crow Road included the
farms:

Baccorach (latterly Balcorrach) with 10 tenants, Corshouse (latterly Crosshouse) with 1 tenant,
Champiestoune (Capieston) and Holl (Hole) with 2 tenants, and Balgrochan with 5 tenants.
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These can be seen on Roy’s Map of 1755.

P e A
A I -

Valuation Rolls for Hole and Capieston Farmlands

By the 19" century, The Estate tenancies appeared on Valuation rolls

Year Proprietor Tenant

1855 JLK Lennox William Cunningham
1865 Hon. Charles Spencer Bateman Hanbury William Cunningham
1875 Hon. Charles Spencer James Weir

1884 Hon. Charles Spencer Bateman Hanbury Kincaid Lennox | James Weir

1885 Hon. Charles Spencer Bateman Hanbury Kincaid Lennox | William Bauchop
1895 Mrs Cecilia Pereath Lennox William Bauchop
1905 Mrs Cecilia Pereath Lennox David Buntain

1910 William George Pereath Kincaid Lennox David Buntain

1915 William George Pereath Kincaid Lennox David Buntain

1920 William George Pereath Kincaid Lennox David Buntain

1925 William George Pereath Kincaid Lennox David Buntain

1930 Robert Wilson Robert Wilson

1935 Robert Wilson Robert Wilson

1940 Robert Wilson Johnstone Wilson
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The earliest census we have access to, 1841, for the separate Hole and Capieston Farms, shows
basic information for those present. With the limited staff, and smaller land area, one can

appreciate their origins in subsistence farming

Hole Farm 1841

Capieston Farm

Name Age | Occupation
Robert McLean 40 | Farmer
Margaret McLean 40 | Wife
Margaret McLean 30 | Farm Servant
Margaret Robertson 20 | Farm Servant
Angus Campbell 20 | Agricultural Labourer
1841
Name Age Occupation
William Simpson 50 Farmer
Ann Simpson 35
Margaret Simpson 7
William Simpson 5
Marion Simpson 2
Jean Simpson 9 months
Roderick Cameron 30 Agricultural Labourer
John Hamilton 20 Agricultural Labourer
Elizabeth Reid 15 Farm Servant
Mary Brown 10 Farm Servant

Control over the size and usage of the farmlands, premises and equipment, through the tenancy

agreements, was dealt with by the estate’s Factor.
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In return for rights of land use, premises and equipment, the tenants paid the landowners, initially
in kind, eventually in a mix of money and produce, before monetary exchange only, for that which
they produced.

Another condition applied was that the grain a tenant harvested had to be ground in the
landowner’s mill so that tenant had to pay the miller, also a tenant of the landowner, to grind the
crop. So, the farmer was paying the landowner twice over, for that privilege of tenancy. In times of
famine, the farmer’s family would be reduced to a subsistence level and indebted to their
landowner

From the early information, Capieston & Hole Farm are not linked, being described by the name
Hole Farm and Capieston Farm, alone.

The final separate tenancies shown are for Robert (Robin) Alexander and William Simpson

Hole Farm 1851

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
Robert Head 55 | Farmer of 90 acres Stirlingshire St
Alexander employing 3 males & 1 Ninian’s
female

Marion Wife 55 Campsie
Alexander
Agnes Armour Servant 25 Garmore
Alexander King | Servant 26 | Farm labourer Garmore
George Servant 12 | Errand boy Campsie
Coubrough
Michael Servant 24 | Farm labourer Ireland
McArthur

Capieston Farm 1851
Name Position Age | Occupation Born
William Simpson | Head 64 | Farmer of 75 acres | Campsie
Ann Simpson Wife 46 | Farmer’s wife Campsie
William Simpson | Son 14 | Farmer’s son Campsie
Ann Simpson Daughter 14 | Farmer’s daughter | Campsie
Marion Simpson | Daughter 12 | Farmer’s daughter | Campsie
James Simpson | Son 6 | Farmer’s son Campsie
Janet Simpson Daughter 2 Campsie
John Servant 36 | Farm labourer Campsie
Hetherington
Janet Grant Servant 22 | Farm servant Shettleston
John Servant 14 | Errand boy Lanarkshire Hamilton
Witherspoon

There is an increase in the number of “workers”, collectively, by breeding your own, as well as
hiring labour. Use of child labour was seen as not only acceptable but essential, at that time.

It is also noted that the census starts to show the size of the farm, from 1851 and beyond, but no
real clue as to form, or mix, of types of agriculture in each.
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The next phase of development, and improvement, can be more seen more clearly, with the
merging of Hole and Capieston Farms.

A letter from the Factor gives the fine detail of the tenancy Agreement.
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William Cunningham took over the tenancies of Hole and Capieston on 15 November 1853,
Totalling 135 acres, with a term of 15 years. He took up residence at Lennox Cottage, along with
his Daughter Elizabeth Smellie (Widow) as Housekeeper, his Granddaughters Jessie Smellie and
Annie Smellie (“The Green Lady” of Campsie High Kirk legend) and Domestic Servant, Jeanie
Kerr.

William, living in the Clachan, was a proprietor of a Bleaching company, employing “19 males and
32 females”, prior to taking tenancy of Hole Farm and Capieston and moving to Lennox House, as
a farmer.

The first census he appeared, as a farmer, was in 1861.
Census records show William employed 2 ploughmen, 3 labourers and 2 dairymaids.

The initial Factor’s letter acknowledges the need to have additional accommodation for the labour
force, especially married staff and families, with two accommodations. This initially included
Capieston, but agreed alternatives would be within a similar distance, under changing conditions.

With the combined lands, this tenancy would give more opportunities for improved profit, through
the increased land area and application of his labour force.
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1861 census Lennox Cottage

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
William Head 67 | Farmer of 135 acres Lanarkshire
Cunningham employing 2
ploughmen, 3 labourers
and 2 dairymaids
Elizabeth Smillie | Daughter 39 | Housekeeper Stirlingshire
(widow)
Annie Smillie Granddaughter | 16 | Scholar Renfrewshire
Jeannie Kerr Servant 19 | Domestic Servant Stirlingshire
1861 census Hole Farm had three separate households

Name Position Age | Occupation Born

Janet Thompson Servant (widow) 44 | Dairymaid Stirlingshire
Margaret Thompson | Daughter 21 Domestic Stirlingshire

Servant

Janet Thompson Daughter 12 | Scholar Dunbartonshire
David Thompson Son 8 Scholar Dunbartonshire
Name Position Age | Occupation Born

George McDonald Head 34 | Ploughman Lanarkshire
Jane McDonald Wife 27 | Wife Ayrshire
Mary McDonald Daughter 6 | Scholar England
Angus McDonald Son 4 Stirlingshire
Janet McDonald Daughter 1 Stirlingshire
Name Position Age | Occupation Born

William Gilfillan Head 42 | Ploughman Stirlingshire
Mary Gilfillan Wife 29 | Ploughman’s | Stirlingshire

wife
John Gilfillan Son 5 Stirlingshire
William Gilfillan Son 1 Stirlingshire
1861 census Capieston Farm

Name Position Age | Occupation Born

William Head 58 | Agricultural Renfrewshire
Stewart Servant

Margaret Wife 40 | Wife Lanarkshire
Stewart

Ann Stewart Daughter 6 | Scholar Stirlingshire
Margaret Daughter 4 Stirlingshire
Stewart

Separate household but still on farm

Janet S Miller | Head (Widow)

| 61 | Serving

| Lanarkshire

79




Apart from accommodating the personnel, the Factor’s letter also includes scullery, milk house,
boiling house, byre for not fewer than 20 nor more than 24 milk Cows & 10 young beasts, stabling
for 5 horses, barn, granary, potato house & cart shed for 6 carts.

There are very focussed conditions to ensure the improvement of the farm for better ongoing
efficiency and effectiveness.

Many conditions of tenancy are around the use and maintenance of the land, such as rotation of
crops, use of fertiliser, including dung, and drainage.

They had to meet standards of care for the animals

The Landowners also maintained mineral rights on the land.

With words to give exit targets for the agreement, the main use of land is described as follows:
“On in pasture of one year old in the last year of lease, at least 1/6™ in pasture of two years old

In the third year after the corn crop, with which the grass seed next sown, 1/6™ in pasture of one
year old, 1/6" in Hay, 1/6" in green crop or summer fallow, thoroughly cleaned and manured at the
rate of at least 30 tons per acre of good cow, horse & pig dung , 1/6™ in oats, barley or wheat sown
down with rye grass & clover seeds in suffice quantity for hay for the following year.”

There are many other details shown on the Factor’s letter, which is hard to read. These are a
selection of further points.

Within 6 years of the tenancy commencing, 100 acres of fencing also had to be maintained, as an
operational cost. Other costs included animal feed, fertiliser and payment to and looking after the
employees.

A special note is made about the Old Road from Lennoxtown to Clachan, to ensure it is closed to
the public. The tenant (and staff) had the rights to use it on foot, but history shows the public had
different ideas, leaving the farm tenants at risk of sanction from the Landowner. The tenants had to
repair any damage caused by locals forcing their ways through the Old Road that ran from
Cumroch Road through to Clachan.

Apart from theft, damage and disturbance to farming, there is also disturbance to the Landowners’
rights in game-shooting, which continues today.

Preservation of game on the lands was a condition of tenancy.

The path of the Old Road is still in use as a well-trodden footpath, for all, between Lennoxtown
and Clachan

The tenant had to agree to attend the Barony Court.

So, we can see that a main use as a dairy farm, possibility of raising other animals, with additional
use in supply from crops of corn, barley, oats and hay, interleaving the land use with essential field
rotation.

For this, the tenant, was charged £200 rent per year.

William Cunningham unfortunately died in 1866. His daughter, Elizabeth, and granddaughters,
Jessie and Annie, stayed in residence at Lennox Cottage.
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The Hole Farm and Capieston tenancy passed to James Weir, now with an annual rent of £315,
reflecting changing conditions nationally and improvements made. This included the living space,
across the properties, for James, his wife Elizabeth and children, plus increased staff and their
families.

The residents are shown in the Census below
The 1871 census shows some interesting changes of staff.

The introduction of the gamekeeper, David Milne, apart from looking after the “Game” as part of
the tenancy requirements, will be used for other duties.

As it involves roaming across the lands, he can ward off unwanted visitors, such as those intent on
using the Old Road, including damage to fences/walls, theft of crops and equipment, plus
poaching. He would also be involved in dealing with vermin: e.g. rats/mice attacking stores of
produce or foxes, attacking young animals and poultry. Although not stated, there is a high
probability of keeping chickens or geese to supplement the human food intake. Pigeons,
especially in flocks, eat the grain, produced as crops for sale or animal feed.

There will be advantages of having a relation who is a mill wright living (boarding?) on the
premises.

Apart from an income, off-setting other costs (such as milling), knowledge of grain markets would
be useful.

Servant Mary Allison, a nurse at the age of 12, may be looking after children on the farms,
especially baby Andrew Reid.

The introduction of Robert Ralston as milkman, being able to assist in the milking and daily
delivery of the milk in churns, is also of interest. These are days before refrigeration and, hence,
selling of bottled milk in shops.

1871 census Capieston — two separate households

Name Position Age Occupation Born
David Milne Head 26 Gamekeeper | Forfarshire
Brechin
Christina Milne Wife 29 Campsie
Catherine Louisa Milne | Daughter | 5 months Campsie
Name Position Age Occupation Born
George McDonald Head 42 Ploughman Lanarkshire
Glasgow
Jane McDonald Wife 37 Ayrshire
Mary McDonald Daughter 16 Laundress England
Angus McDonald Son 14 Printfield Strathblane
Worker
Janet McDonald Daughter 11 Scholar Strathblane
James McDonald Son 6 Scholar Campsie
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1871

census Hole Farm

Name Position Age Occupation Born
James Weir Head 37 Farmer of 164 Lanarkshire
acres
Elizabeth Weir Wife 24 Wife Stirlingshire
Andrew Weir Son 4 months Campsie
James Hamilton Relation 24 Mill Wright Lanarkshire
Hannah Currie Servant 20 General Servant | Lanarkshire
Marion McNeil Servant 40 General Servant | Argylishire
Mary Allison Servant 12 Nurse Strathblane
Hugh Stewart Servant 18 Farm Servant Blantyre
Robert Ralston Servant 16 Milkman Lanarkshire

As we move on by 10 years, there have been changes in the personnel in most of the defined

roles.

It is interesting when a male worker’s wife is shown with an association to their husband’s

profession, e.g. Mary Mclnnis, as “Ploughman’s Wife”. This implies she assists husband John in

his roles.

James and Elizabeth Weir’s family has also grown in number.

1881

1881

census Capieston

Name Position Age Occupation Born
George Howe Head 21 Gamekeeper Dunbartonshire
John Mclnnis Head 24 Ploughman Stirlingshire
Mary Mclnnis Wife 26 Ploughman’s Wife | Stirlingshire
Jessie Mclnnis Daughter 10 Scholar Stirlingshire
Mary Mclnnis Daughter 5 Scholar Stirlingshire
Margaret Mclnnis | Daughter 4 Stirlingshire
John Mclnnis Son 2 Stirlingshire
Marion Mclnnis Daughter 1 Stirlingshire
census Hole Farm
Name Position Age Occupation Born
James Weir Head 46 Farmer of 164 acres | Lanarkshire
Elizabeth Weir Wife 34 Wife Stirlingshire
Andrew Weir Son 10 Scholar Campsie
John Weir Son 7 Scholar Campsie
James Weir Son 4 Campsie
David Weir Son 2 Campsie
months
Jeanie Weir Son 6 Scholar Campsie
Janet Weir Daughter 2 Campsie
James Donnachie | Servant 26 Farm Servant Dunbartonshire
Robert Conbrough | Servant 20 Farm Servant Stirlingshire
Agnes Scott Servant 24 Dairymaid Lanarkshire
Rachel Buchanan | Servant 23 Farm Servant Stirlingshire
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As you may expect, James had a pride in his work and especially in his horses.

Below, we see his “Sire”, Crown Prince being short-listed for award, from what is described as an
evenly matched group of horses.

P

STALLI6N SHOW AT GLASGOW.

There were no fewer than twenty deputations-
present yesterday, with the view of selecting
horses to travel in their respective distriets. }
The aged stallions brought forward were nob
only more numerous, but made, as a whole, a
better show.than last year, and it was with
difficulty ten animals could be picked out to
compose the short leet in this class. These were
“ Paragon,” sire Columbus, belonging to Wm.
Wyllie, Fenwick, Ayrshire; ¢ Ivanhoe,” sire
Lorn, P. Crawford, Dumgoyack, Strathblane;
* Young Clyde,” sire Young Campsie, A.ndrew
Clark, Manswraes, Biidge-of-Weir; *‘ Prince of
Altyre,” ¢! Paisley,” ‘‘Lucks 1}11,”.and ‘‘ Darn-
ley,” all four belonging to David Riddell, Black-
hall, Paisley; *“ Napoleon,” siré Crown Prince,
James Weir, Hole Farm, Lennoxtown; *¢Ad-
miral,” sire Premier, Jameg N felson, Highsethead,
Holytown; *‘Sir Colin,” sire Farmer, Peter
Ferguson, Queen Street, Renfrew. The prize-
takers in the above leet were—l1st (the Society’s
premium of £160 and silver medal), *‘ Darnley;”
2nd (the Society’s premium of £100), ‘‘Ivanhoe.”

For breeding purposes ‘‘Scotland’s Glory,”
belonging to John M ‘Donald, Porterfield, Rens
frew, wasselected forthe Lauderdale Agrieuitural
Association, premium £60; “Sir James,”
belonging to David Riddell, Blackhall, Paisley,
for the Haddington Association, premium £100;
‘“ Bothwell,” belonging to David Riddell, Pais-
ley, for the Forfar Association, premium £100;
“Paisley,” belonging to David Riddell, for the
Earl of Selkirk’s tenantry, premium £100;
““Luck’s All,” belonging te David Riddell,
Dumfries Association, premium £100.

Among the three -year-old stallions *‘‘The
Bonnie Breast Knot,” and ¢‘Stanley,” both
belonging to D. Riddell, Blackhall, Paisley, were
selected, the former for the Upper Strathearn
Association at a premium-of £150, and the

latter for the Lockerbie district at & premium
of £100. '

-

o —

28/2/1877 Paisley Daily Express
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James’ involvement with Horses, is shown below, being elected as a member of Clydesdale Horse
Society, in Glasgow,1884.

CLYDESDALE HORSE SOCIETY.

Tus monthly council meeting of this society was
held in Glasgow on Wednesday—Mr. T. D. Findlay
of Basterhill in the chair.

The following gentlemen were elected members of
the society, viz.:—Life Members—John Campbell,
Esq. of Kilberry, Argyll; Walter J. Harkness,
Mitchell’s Slacks, Thornhill, Dumfries. Annual
Members—L. C. Chrisp, Hawkhill, Alnwick, North-
umberland ; James Weir, Hole Farm, Lennoxtown,
Stirling; John Ballantyne, Shortlind, Hamilton ;
Robert Jessiman, Corsie Stope, Huntly, Abordeen ;
J. W. Aitken, Perth. The ino:m; for th;i :nontth

O3 sterling, and the expenditure to
gso;‘?md‘:tfrlﬁn;&uﬂo%h balance at the society’s
credit on 20th February, exclusive of £1330 17s 6d
invested, was £831 13s 10d, an increase of £234

80th N ber 1883. The Duke of
lﬁ::nzg:n ::l elected ;::a?dent of the society for the

mnls.cn . and Mr. Stirling of Kippendavie vice-

The Edi Committee was increased from 7 to
10, and the following gentlemen were ap ted to
act on that committee for the year +—The dent,
the Vioce-President, ex its ; Mr. James Park,

Dechmont ; Mr. James en.mil‘:m?}do; Me.
Alexander Bachanan, Norwood ; T. D. Findlay of
;Blt. James A. l’ontc. Hilton, .

Easterhill
, Sandilands ; Mr. Robert Craig,
x!'l:ch?xm. InrdAttht:rM chairman.

s st oa o ean e Dot LYo h & O

19/3/1884 North British Agriculturist
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In 1885, William Bauchop and his wife Janet, sister of James Weir, took over the tenancy from
James and Elizabeth Weir, who retired to Hertfordshire where this photo was taken

William Bauchop celebrated taking over the tenancy with a “Love Darg”, communal ploughing on
Hole Farm as described below.

LENNOXTOWN,

A Love Dagre.--The farmers of this neighbour-
w:rm:?dmbhh;m!‘ﬁfdsy, 13th
» to give a day’s ploughi way of friend]
of their new &b‘u, Mr Wﬂlim{
Ba who has recently entered on the ney
the Farm, in succession to Mr James Weir.
' The number of ploughs at work on the ground was
42, including a considerable number from Strath-
blane and Milngavie, The weather was favour-
able, and the in good condition. 'RM
of land ta over at the close of the day’s darg
was about 28 acres. '
g e ———

=5

25/3/1885 Dumbarton Herald and County Advertiser
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Census for 1891 shows these details for William Bauchop at Hole Farm

Name Position Age | Occupation Born

William Bauchop Head 36 Farmer Dunbartonshire
Janet Bauchop Wife 45 Farmer’s Wife Lanarkshire
Alexander Young Servant 21 Farm Servant Dunbartonshire
Thomas McLaren Servant 18 Farm Servant Lanarkshire
Margaret Hamilton Servant 24 Dairymaid Stirlingshire
Flora McFee Servant 18 General Servant | Lanarkshire

Details of occupancy at Capieston cannot be found on the 1891 census.

William Bauchop also made use of his farm for local events, as shown below.
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LENNOXTOWN CATTLE SHOW.

THE annual agricultural show of the farmers in
this district was held on Tuesday, in a park on the
farm of Hole, near Lennoxtown, granted for the
occasion by Mr Bauchop, The district, which
formerly . comprised the parishes of Campsie,
Strathblane, and Baldernock, has this year been
enlarged, the portion of New kilpatrick belonging
to Stirlingshire being now included. The turnout
of stock was quite equal to former years.
Awards :—

CATTLE ~—Cow in milk, four years old and upwards—
1, John M‘Kean, Ballewan, Strathblane; 2, William
‘Bauchop, Hole, Campeie; 3, Thomas Ballantyne, Balqu-
harrage, Campsie: 4, Johu Coubrough, Blairtummoch,
Campsie. Cow in milk, bred by exhibitor—1 and 3,
John M‘Kean ; 2 and 4, John Coubrough. Cow in milk,
three years old—1, John M‘Kean: 2, William Horne,
Newmill, Campsie; 3. John Coubrough. Cow in calf
or milk, two years old—1, Hon. C, S. B. Hanbury Len-
nox, of Lennox Castle; 2, William Bauchop; 3, Joha
Coubrough. Cow with most milk—1, John Coubrough;
Cow not in milk, but apparentlyin calf—1, John M‘Kean;
2 and 3, John Coubrough. Best cow or quey, any age—
John M‘Kean. Three cows in calf or mi{k-——l, ohn
Coubrough; 2, Jobn M'Kean: 8, Thomas Ballantyne.
Bull, three years old and upwards—1, William Horne;
2, Robert Buchanan, Letter, Killearn; 8, James Free-.
land, Broadgate, Strathblane. Bull, two. years old—1,
Arch. M‘Lachlan, Cuilt, Strathblane; 2, John M‘'Kean;
8, Thomas Ballantyne; 4 John Coubrough, Bull, one

ear old—1, Arch. M‘Lachlan; 2, William Hannah,

aldernock ; 8, John Rennie, Blairskaith, Baldernock;
4, Thomas Ballantyne. Bull, any age (silver cu;l)))—Wm.
Horne. Quey, two years old, not in calf, bred by exhi-
bitor—1, John M‘Kean: 2, A. R. Duncan, Blairquhosh,
Strathblane: 3, Hon. C. S. B. Hanbury Lennox; 4,
Robert Jamieson, Ballagan, Strathblane. Quey, one
year old, bred by exhibitor—-1 and 3, Arch. M‘Lachlan ;
2 and 4 John M‘Kean. Pair of Queys, one year old
—1, Arch, M‘Lachlan; 2, John Coubrough; 3, James
| Freeland. ;

Horses.—Brood mare, in foal, or foal at foot—1, Arch.
M'Lachlan; 2, Robert Stevenson, Birdston, Campsie: 8,
John M'Kean, Yeld mare, three years old and upwards
—1, R. Reid, Finniescroft, Campsie ; 2, Jas. Freeland ;
3, R. Gray, Baldorran, Campsie; 4, G. Filshie, Ben-
cloich, Campsie, Gelding—1, Hon. C. Hanbury Lennox ;
2, George Hosie, Kinkell, Campsie ; 8, Gilbert Filshie.
Entire colt, two years old—1 and 2, Peter Crawford,
Burnfoot, Strathblane; 3, Wm. Roy, Langshot, Camp-
sie. Gelding or filly, two years old—1, Robert Gray ; 2,
James Freeland; 3, Peter Crawford. Colt, one year
old—1, Peter Crawford; 2, James Strang, Redbog,
Baldernock. Killy, one year old—1, James Freeland
2 and 8. Peter Crawford. Begt mare or filly, any age,
‘| bred by exhibitor—Robert Reid. Gelding or mare,
three years.old and upwards, not above 15.1 hands, suit-
able for a butter-milk cart—1 and 2, William Bauchop ;
3, David Morton, Inchbelly, Campsie. Cob, not above
14.2 hands—1, E. M*Allister of Carbeth, Guthrie, Strath-
blane; 2, John Coubrough, Blanefield, Strathblane.
Pony, not above 13.1 hands—1, J. Guthrie Smith, Mug-
dock Castle, Strathblane; 2, Henry Harris, Woodburn,
Campsie. Gelding or mare, most suitable for saddle or
harness—1, C. K. Aitken, Napier Lodge, Strathblane;
| 2, Alex. Macnab of Lilyburn, Campsie. Cob, 15 hands
and under, to be driven in harness (open)—1, W, B,
| Stewart, Glasgow; 2, E. M‘Allister.

SHEEP.—Leicester ram—Robert Buchanan, Letter,
Killearn. Leicester ewe and lamb—1 and 2, William
Buchanan, Crosshouse, Campsie. Blackfaced tup, two-
‘| shear and upwards—1, R. Buchanan, Letter; 2, John
Joubrough, Blairtummock. Shearling ram-—1, R.
Buchanan; 2, John Coubrough.

Darry Propuce.—Two pounds fresh butter—1, Wr.
Moir, Leddriegreen, Strathblane; 2, James Hunter,
Barlock, New Kilpatrick ; 3, Jobn Coubrough; 4, John
'| Livingstone, Beanscroft, Baldernock; 5, Arch. Bryce,
‘| Bardowie, Baldernock. Two pounds powdered butter
—1, William Moiry 2, John Livingstone ; 3, John Cou- |
.| brough; 4, Robert Mitchell, Hillend, Baldernock; 5,

Arch, Bryce. Gl

TroTTING MATCH, confined to district—1, P. Craw-
ford; 2, J. Parker, Craighead. ; |

5/6/1886 Hamilton Advertiser
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With financial problems at Birdston Farm, the tenancy became available and William Bauchop was
given the opportunity to move there.

This change can be seen happening, from the article below.

-~ 0
Sarms To et

STIRLINGSHIRE. i
h period as way be arranged, with Eotry -
! at%‘!)a:iﬁ\ﬂs ;‘cl::. u? :ha Lands for tillage, and Whitsunday :
to the Houses and Pasture, i
{ I.lOLE and CAPPIE%TON b]: ‘“1{6%‘1' I‘I(.'?ll' '

LENNOXTOWN, extending to about mperia
: Acres, ay presently oceupiced by Mr ‘thlium Banchop. The
. Farm is within 1 mile of Lennoxtown and 10 miles of Glas- ‘

' gow, and is well adapted for the keep of & Dairy Stock. Ths
'iauds are of fine quality, and the Buildings are in ¢uod"
order. o]
For further particulars appl{' to Mr James Kivg, West |

i ) G who will arrange for showing the
;kzgﬁfl‘ar(i‘g’;l‘(:g to!m essrs Dundas & Q:'uson. 0.8.. 16 5t

" Andrew Square, Edinburgh, who will receive Offers up to ’

! 11th June, 1898, Seaniia (e Parm
! The gmcnt: Tenant is leaving .

31/5/1898 Glasgow Herald

However, Mr & Mrs Bauchop were obviously well thought of in the community, as seen from their
attendance at the Lennox Castle Curling Club Dance

Peter Buchanan, Lennoxtown ; Mr Service, Glasgow
Mr Thomas Barr, G : Mr George Horme and
Miss Horne, Newmill: Mr William Bauchop and Mrs
Ba Hole Farm: Mrs Hodge and Mrs

|
. ;.;
EE
il

Michael Ferguson and Mise Ferguson [ennoxtown:
Mr MKiolay and Mrs M'Kinlay, Twechar; Miss
Bennie, Campsie Glen : Mise Matson. Milton : Mr John
Buchanan, Gaidrew. Drymen: Mr Wm. Roy, Lasgshot ;
Captain W. Denholm. Lennoxtown: Mr Jobn H.
Balfour, Lennoxtown : Misses Macarthur, Lennoxtown ;
Miss Lyle. tlasgow : Miss Gibson, Lennoxtown: Mr
Buchanan, Calibse, Killearn ; Mr Ferguson, Stirling;
Mr Allison, Glasgow ; Mr Raokin, Kilsyth. t

Kirkintilloch herald 23/12/1891

Unfortunately, William Bauchop died at Birdston on the 23" of June 1916, aged 67, soon after
falling into a diabetic coma, at a time before insulin, and its injections, were known.
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The new tenant was John Clelland along with his wife, Jessie Barr, and their daughter, Mary.

As mentioned, earlier, damage to fencing would have to be repaired by the tenant, which probably
relates to this posting in the article below

T i
OUND 3 Quey Stirks. Owner can have them by |
F proving his property aud paying expenses.—Ap-

| ply to Clelland, Hole Farm, Lennoxtown.

12/9/1900 Kirkintilloch Herald
1901 census Hole Farm

Name Position Age | Occupation Born

John Clelland Head 48 Farmer (agric.) Lesmahagow

Jessie Clelland Wife 40 Lesmahagow

Mary Clelland Daughter 15 Farmer’s Lesmahagow
daughter

Mary Mathieson Servant 19 Dairymaid Blantyre

Patrick Mines Servant 24 Ploughman Ireland

Gearge Hamilton Servant 23 Ploughman Ireland

1901 census Hole

Name Position Age | Occupation Born

Hugh McCutcheon | Head 24 Gamekeeper Straiton

Sadly, the Clelland’s tenancy was short lived as John died of pleurisy and heart failure, aged 50,
on the 13" of January 1903.

His Death Certificate, registered in Campsie, describes him as a farmer (formerly blacksmith). It
records that John was married twice. His first wife was Mary Forrest (deceased) and second
surviving wife was Jessie Bass.

John’s Daughter Mary witnessed the certificate.

Jessie organised a displenishing sale to clear the farm for the incoming tenant. She then moved to
Edinburgh where she married Henry Wales Brown, a draper from her hometown of Lesmahagow
in 1907. She died, aged 78, in Lesmahagow in 1939.
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DISI'I.PI.\'ISIIING SALE ot FARM STOCK,
CROP, and” IMPLEMENTS, at HOLE
FARM., LENNOXTOWN, on SATURDAY, 2lsT
NOVEMBER, commencing with Small Articles at
11.3C a.m.

LIVE STOCK—2 Clydesdale Mares (one expected
in foal), 1 Clydesdale Horse, 1 Foal, 1 Van
Horse, 24 Dairy Cows (mostly Winter and
Spring Calvers), 4 Two-year-old Heifers, 6
One-year-old Heiters, 4 Calves, 1 Two-year-old
Stock Bull.

CROP—24 Stacks Oats (19 secured in splendid
conditien), 14 Acres Swede and 4 Acres
Yellow Turnips (good crop).

IMPLEMENTS —4 Close Carts (2 with Broad
Wheeis), Oliver Plough, 5 Double and Single
Ploughs, 2 Sets Iron Harrows, ¢ Field Grub.
bers, Plough Trees, Hay Slipes, Horse Rake,
Reaping Machine, Lard Roller, Turnip Sowing
Machine, 2 Meat Coolers, Milk Van, Sack
Weighing Machine, Corn Bruiser, Fanners,
Ladders, Ropes, W heelbarrow, Cart and
Plough Harness, Hand Implements, Tools,
Vertical Boiler, Cart Weighs, &c., &ec.

HoLr FarM is closc to Campsie GLEN STATION,

J. & J. MARSHALL, Auctioneers.
Carluke, 9th Nov., 1903.

13/11/1903 Kirkintilloch Gazette
The incoming tenant was David Buntain who had previously farmed Cockmuir Farm in Maryhill.

Looking at the 1911 Census, the labour force looks somewhat different to previous tenancies, less
in number and necessary experience. In the Ferrie family we see children moving away from
working on the land and seeking different types of employment.

One can see an example of ' Jenny Brown, 42 Royal Terrace, Kirkintil- |
education affecting farming families. | loch . Jessie Buntain, Hole Fpr.m, Iéet}npx-
Once, the expectations of a town; Helen Devine, I'Iolen l\'exth, }atan
household were for the next Buildings, Lenzie; Grace Knox, Jeanie

: . : M: ‘oodilee Cottage, Lenzie; Agnes
generation to become involved in :im\:lt;‘)‘: “‘\T:(tl (Sprin gfield, Bishopbriggs ;
the family farm. With the changes in :Ivssiv l\iunm, Woodilee Cottages, Agnes

society, this was not always the Stark, Madge Alexander, Gowaneroft, Kir-
case. David’s daughter not only kintilloch : lsobel Anderson, Johmstone LOtl
completed her basic schooling but tage, Kirkintilloch ; Janet Campbell, 3" {f"‘.‘)
went on to attend Lenzie Academy Street, Kirkintilloch ; ‘."".‘mf'iul PO ; Tlmie
where she won a prize in 1903. | Stark, Behrount, Kirkintilloch.

Lenzie Academy Prizegiving 6/7/1906 Kirkintilloch Gazette
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In the 1911 census we find the Ferrie family living at Capieston along with the gamekeeper John

Whitelaw, while David and his family lived at Hole Farm.

1911 census Capieston

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
James Ferrie Head 56 Ploughman Stirlingshire
Margaret Ferrie Wife 50 Stirlingshire
George Ferrie Son 20 Coal Miner Stirlingshire
Mary Ferrie Daughter 18 Printfield Worker | Stirlingshire
Margaret Ferrie Daughter 14 Scholar Stirlingshire
Annie Ferrie Wife 12 Scholar Stirlingshire
Isabella Ferrie Daughter 11 Scholar Stirlingshire
Joseph Ferrie Son 10 Scholar Stirlingshire
Name Position Age | Occupation Born
John Whitelaw Head 24 Gamekeeper Perthshire
1911 census Hole Farm
Name Position Age | Occupation Born
David Buntain Head 48 | Farmer Renfrewshire
Eliza Buntain Wife 43 Renfrewshire
Jessie Buntain Daughter 19 | Assisting in Dairy | Renfrewshire
John Buntain Son 17 | Working on Farm | Renfrewshire
James K Buntain Son 14 | Servant Springburn
Glasgow
Mary Barr Servant 20 | Servant Lanarkshire
Annie McFarlane Servant 17 | Servant Stirlingshire

As the 20" Century evolved, World Events, including the First World War, impinged on the Buntain

family.

P\.iﬁt‘.\.

sS01

of Mr

WOUNDED.—Private James Buntain, Scottish
David Buntain,
Lennoxtown, 1is officially reported wounded n
action 1n Egypt.

5/5/1917 Stirling Observer

Hole Farm,

By the 1921 census there have been changes within the family are evident.

David’s wife Eliza had died, aged 53, in early 1917.

Having returned from WW1, recovering from his wound, David’s son James has moved into
banking, with the Clydesdale Bank, but lives in the family home, on Hole Farm.

His sister has married Alex Cook Rae, who is a Bank Teller with the Bank of Scotland, and their
son David Buntain Rae, also live at Hole Farm.

Plenty of financial advice will be available to David Senior.
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The families at Hole Farm have the support of two servants who one might expect to carry out
domestic duties.

Meanwhile, the Capieston dwellings are described as “Cottage”, with Gamekeeper Robert
Paterson, for the Landowners’ family, under Mr. Kincaid Lennox of Lennox Castle, and “Bothy”
housing John McNeish, Ploughman for Hole Farm, his wife Mary and daughter Annie.

The role of Ploughman would be simpler than previous extensive “cropping” requirements, but
grass cutting, weeding and, essentially maintenance of “Land Drainage” systems would be
required. One would expect the areas of Field Boundaries would fall to him, as well.

The ever-present problem with other animals, and people “straying” onto Hole Farm may be part
of his remit.

1921 census Hole Farm

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
David Buntain Head 48 | Farmer Renfrewshire
James K Buntain Son 24 | Bank Clerk Lanarkshire
Alex Cook Rae Son-in-Law 31 | Bank Teller Stirlingshire
Jessie Rae Daughter 30 Renfrewshire
David Buntain Rae | Grandson 1 Forfar, Montrose
Martha Thomas Servant 45 | Servant Stirlingshire
Isabelle Brown Servant 19 | Servant Lanarkshire
1921 census Capieston Cottage
Name Position Age Occupation Born
Robert Paterson | Head 50 Gamekeeper | Dunotter
* For Mr Kincaid Lennox, Lennox Castle
1921 census Capieston Bothy

Name Position Age | Occupation Born

John Head 31 Ploughman (Hole) | Renfrewshire

McNeish

Mary Wife 26 Lanarkshire

McNeish

Annie Daughter 6 Scholar Lanarkshire

McNeish

Beyond the Census of 1921, the other documents we have for David Buntain’s tenancy are
Valuation Rolls up to 1925.

We see some change in his annual rent. The only other relevant information is the name of the
ploughman resident at Capiestan.

The last one named is James Park (relative of our present CLHG member Alan) in 1925.
David Buntain passed away on 5th December 1934, at Haughead Cottage.

He is buried at the Campsie High Kirk Cemetery, in the family Grave.
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FUNERAL OF LOCNL FARMER, — Th.
funeral of Mr. David Bxztawn, sctired farmer,
who died at his residence, Haughhead, Camp-
ste Gilen, took place to Lennoxtown Churchyvard
on I'ridayv last. Mr. Buntaip was wcll-known
im the district. as previous to his retirement
he was tenant of the Hole Farm, lennoxtown,
for many vears. He 1s survived by a son and
daunghter, his wife having pre-deceased  him
some vears ago. In Trimty Church on Sun.
dav, the¢ Rev. D. M-Farlan referred to Mr.
Buntain's long connection with the church, and
expressed the congregation’s svmpathy with mis
relatives, (We regret the abuve i1tem weit
astray 1n iransit last week.)

19/12/1934 Kirkintilloch Herald

David Buntain was the last tenant farmer to farm Hole and Capieston as the Lennox family sold off
much of their holdings in the area.
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The 1930 Valuation Roll shows Robert Wilson as the proprietor and occupier of Hole and
Capieston Farm. He also owns Hole and Capieston House where John Stewart is the occupier. As
part of the purchase, Robert also became the owner of the shootings at Hole and Capieston. The
previous owner, one William George Peareth Lennox, now holds tenancy to the shootings he once
owned.

In the 1921 census we find Robert and his family farming at Kirkland House Farm in Avondale,
Lanarkshire.

Name Position Age Occupation Born
Robert Wilson Head 47 Dairy Farmer Mauchline
Marion Wilson Wife 46 Home Duties Sorn

John Wilson Son 23 Carter Strathaven
Robert Wilson Son 21 Carter Strathaven
Jessie Wilson Daughter 21 Milliner Buckie
George Wilson | Son 18 Ploughman Strathaven
Agnes Wilson Daughter 15 Home Duties Strathaven
William Wilson Son 9 Scholar Strathaven
Johnston Wilson | Son 6 Scholar Strathaven
Andrew Wilson | Son 7 months Avondale
Dorothy Smart Visitor 22 Milliner Manchester

Robert became involved in local society and was reported as attending the Strathkelvin Farmers’
Dance held in Kirkintilloch Town Hall in November 1928. He Attended with Miss Wilson, his eldest
daughter. It was a busy night as over 60 couples attended.

Strathl?elvin Farmers’ Dance.

Kirkintiloch Town Hall was looking gay en |
Friday mnight, when the farmers of Strath- |,
kelvin brought off their annual dance. The
hall was brightened up with carnival effects,
ond shaded hghts. The platform was set off
as the refreshment buffet, presenting a most
attractive appearance. The orchestra, AMr.
Hughes' band from Springburn, was accom-
modated under the gallery. Mr. Lawson, Hill
head, was secrctary of the arrangements
committee, and Mr. Barr, the treasurer. I'he
duties of M.C were shared by Mr. M’Laren
and Mr, Murray, and the purveying was in |,
the bands of Mr. S. L. Dickson.
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| Bell, Longmyirhead, Lenzie; Messrs. and

| Blairskaith, Messrs, Paterson, Barbeth; Mr.
| Clarkson, Bardowie; Mr, Jas. Devine, Auchin-
1loch; Miss Hillis; Mr. and Miss Dicksen,
| Rose Street; Mr. and Miss Dingwall, Glea-

| Milngavie; Miss Gray, Duncairn, Miln. |

-Wileon, Vallevbank, Lenzic: Mr, and Miss

‘The company numbered over 60 couples, and
included the following : — Messrs, and Miss
Barr, Bankell, Milngavie; Messrs, and Misses

Misscs Bowie, Balmuidy, Maryhill; Messrs.
Bryce, Govanlea, Knightswood; A, Barr, H_:ll
Farm, C hryston; Mr. and Miss DBennie,
Czurnie Dairy, Kirkintilloch; Mr, Brown,

otchard lLodge, Balmore; Mr. .'md_ Miss
Dickson, Regent Street; Mr. France, Woodilce
Cottages; Mr. and Miss Findlay, Brackenbrac,
Bishopbriggs: Mr. Flears; Mr. Ferns, Miltowu :
Messrs, and Miss Gray, Springfield, Bishop-
briggs; Miss Gilchrist, Rushyhill, Bishop-
bricgs; Mr. and Miss Graham, Tambowie,

gavie; Mr. P, Graham, Heatherknowe,
Lennoxtown ; Miss M‘Phail, Frenchmily, Mil.
ton; Mr. and Miss Tuten, Townhead; Mr.
and Miss Wilson, Hole Farm, Lennoxtown;
M:. J. Blackwocd, Bankhead, Coatbridge;
Mr. and Misses Johnstone, Park Villa, Tor-
rance: Miss Grant, Cardowan, Stepps: Mr. |
Mitchell, Main Street, Kilsyth; Mr, J. C.
M-Intyre, Knightswood Store, Anniesland ;
Mr. and Miss M‘Laren, Gadloch, Lenzie; Mr.
end Misses Martin, FEastermains, Kirkin-
tilloch; Miss Mackie, Belmont Terrace; Miss

M*Callvm, FEastside; Miss M‘lean, Muyvat,
Condorrat; Mr. and Miss Miller, Woodhead
Avenue ; Mr. and Miss Matson, Nationa] Bank
Heuse, Kilsyth; Misses Nicol, Colston Cot. |
tages, Bishopbriggs; Mr. and Misses Pitcairn,
Eirdstonbank, Kirkintilloch: 3ir. and Misses
Hosie, Bedcow; Mr. Hopkins, Meadowbank,
Torrance: Miss Hosie, Blarnavaid, Drymen;
Miss Inglis, Torrance, Mr. & JMiss jackson,
Craigendmuir, Stepps: Mr. & Miss Jamieson,
Balornock; Mr. and Miss Knox, Hilton,
Bishopbriggs: Messrs. and Misses Kennedy,
Greeu’s Farm, Kirkintilloch; Mr. Lang; Mr.
and Miss Murray, Park Farm, Lenzie; Mr.
and Miss M*Gowar, Hornshill, Stepps; Miss
Mackie, Smithston, Croy; Misses Muir,
Netherinch, Milton; Mr. Ralston, Back o' Hill,
Torrance: Nir, Riddell; Mr. Robertson,
Health Avenw: TLenzie; Mr., and Miss Scott,
Broomknowes, Lenzie; Mr. and Misses
Stewart, Meadowbank, Kirkintilloch; Mr. P.
Stiring, Barleybank ; Miss Stewast, Balor-
rock, Springburn; Mr. and Miss Scott,
Meadowficld, Longriggend; Misscs S’cniplc,
Ballagan_ Strathblane: Mr. and Miss Shanks,
Gartclosh Farm, Coatbridge; Mr. A, Strath.
dee, Kirkintilioch; Mr. Shovelin: Mr. Steel,
Aitkenbead, Bargeddie; Mr. Steel, Cardowan,
Stepps: Mr. Walker, Coathill, Cimbernauld :
Mr. and Miss Wilson, Auchinstarrv; Mr.

Whxie, Oxgang, Kirkintilloch.

14/11/1928 Kirkintilloch Herald

95



Mr & Mrs Wilson, with others collected for a wedding present for Violet Kincaid Lennox and her
husband Lieutenant-Commander JS Bethell, RN

BETHELL-LENNOX WEDDING. I

LIST OF PRESENTS

The followinr is a list of the presents to Miss
Violet Kincaid Lennox and Licui, -Commander J.
S. Bethell, R.N. whose wedding ook place at

Cam psic:

List of subscribers o sihvar canteen of cutiery
presented o Miss Violet Monica Peareth Kingaid
Lennox o the occasion of her marriage - —

Mr and Myes J, Simpson, Arkyll. Lennoxtown.
Mr and Mrs Wilson, Hole Farm Lennoxtown,
Mr and Mrs G, Wood, Main Street Lennoxtown.
Mr amd Mres J. 1. Wylfe. Capieston. Leonox-

19/4/1929 Kirkintilloch Gazette
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In 1931, George Wilson of Hole Farm was named as one of the main winners at the Campsie
Show, where he won first prize with his Friesian cow.

20/6/1931 Bridge of Allan Gazette
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Under new ownership, there are developments occurring at Hole Farm in 1931 when

improvements to workers cottages are approved.

PLANS. b
Plans passed included those for additional
bedroom and bathroom at Crossknowes, |
Torrance, for Mrs Cullen : improvements on ‘
workers' houses at Hole Farm, Lennoxtown,

for MrR., Wilson: a Hvr:uiuns
House. Carronbridge, belonging 1o
alterations  amd additions to house

Bennie ;

at Wheatlands Home Farm, Bonnybridge,
R Cees bungalow at West Bal-

for Mr Walter Stewar!.

Mr George A. Ure ;
grochan, Torrance,

to Kirk o’ Muir |
Mr John °

for

25/6/1931 Kirkintilloch Gazette

We see trading in cattle, for improvement of the
herds, going on at various markets.

DISPERSAL SALE OF WESTER
FREW MILK COWS,

SOLD AT LIVE STOCK MARTS ON
THURSDAY.

TWENTY-THREE ANIMALS
AVERAGE £25 3s.

An important sale of dairy stock was
carried out at Stirling on Thursday, by
the Live Stock Marts, Ltd., who dis-
posed of twenty-three milk cows,
belonging to Mr Robert Armstrong,
Wester Frew, Kippen, on the occasion
of his retiral.

Mr Armstrong, who has been in the
dairying business for the past thirty
years, had built up one of the foremost
stocks in the district, and was a frequent
prize-winner at local shows. It is now
five years since he took over Wester
Frew, prior to which he was for nine-
teen years in Newmills, Cambus. His
was a well-known stock, and it was
therefore no surprise to find the ring at
the Central Auction Mart crowded to
its utmost capacity. Mr James
M‘Dermont, who occupied the rostrum,
completed his task with the utmost
expedition and experienced quite a
satisfactory trade. At the close, he
\commented on the fact that the attend- |

5/12/1931 Bridge of Allan Gazette
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Jto Mr A.

ance was the largest he had seen in the
ring, and thanked them, on behalf of Mr
Armstrong, and the Live Stock Marts,
Ltd., Tor their presence. ;

The top price was £37 10s, given by
Mr Mitchell, IJasherhead, for a fine big
cross cow, another, at £1 less, going to

| Mr Carswell, Dykes, who purchased four

in all.
The one Ayrshire in the herd, a May
calver, fully pedigreed, went to Mr John
Fleming, Farnell, Brechin, and so re-
turned to her former home.
Mr Armstrong’s well-known

best of bloom, which accounted for the
low price of £2010s, paid by Mr A. Wil-
son, Woodend, Buch yvie.

The herd of twenty-three animals

brought £578 10s, an average of £25 3s.

The details of the sale were as follow :
£37 10s, to Mr Mitchell, Dasherhead ;
£36 10s, to Mr Carswell, Dykes; £23
158,, to Mr Carswell; £21, to Mr A.
Wilson, Woodend, Buchlyvie ; £20 10s,
ilson; £20, to Mr R. M.
Ballantyne, Raploch Farm ; £19, to Mr

'| B. More, Fordhead ; £16 10s, to Mr John
| More, Bield ; £20, to Mr D. Mitchell, The

Ross ; £30, to Mr Carswell ; £21, to Mr
Wilson, Hole Farm, Lennoxtown ; £20,
to Mr Duncan Robertson, Cambus-
barron ; £24 15s, to Mr John Fleming,
Farnell Mains, Brechin ; £20 10s, to Mr

|A. Wilson; £26 10s, to Messrs Jones,
| Dunmore Park; £25, to Mr Cunning-
| ham, Haugh ; £25 10s, to Mr Carswell ;

£30 10s, to Mr Chalmers, Kirkcaldy ; £31,
to Mr Graham, Culbeg ; £27 10s, to Mr
Scott, Touchill ; £20, to Mr A, Wilson ;
£27, to Mr John Thomson, Broich ; and
£34 10s, to Mr Chalmers, Kirkcaldy.

¥ blue { (
| champion cow was not shown in the
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In 1932 George won 3™ place for his back calving cow at the Campsie Show.

AYRSHIRE CATTLE.

Cows in Milk, 3 vears old and upwards.—1,
Allan A. Morton, Bencloich; 2 and 3, Arthur
Lawrie, Kessington, Bearsden.

Cows in Calf or Milk, bred by Exhibitor.—
Robt. Richmond, Millichen, Summerston,
Maryhill.

Two-Year-Old Heifer, in Calf or Milk.—1,
Jas. Pirie & Sems, Laighpark, Milngavie; 2,
‘A. C. Edmonstone, Duntreath; 3, John Imrie,
High Blochairn, Baldernock.

lleifer to Calf after 1st September.—1, Jas.
Pirie & Sons; 2, M. Barbour, Blairskaith, Bar.
dowie; 3, R. Gray, East Baldoran, Milton.

Cows to Calf after 1st September.—1, A.
Richmond; 2, A. Lawnie; 3, A. E. Edmon-
stone.

Back-Calving Cows.—1, M. Barbour; 2, A.
Morton; 3, Geo. Wilson, llole Farm, Lennox-
town. ]

Two-Year-Old Bulls, up'wards.——l, A. Lawrie;
2, Jas. Pirie & Sonms; 3, Findlay Murdoch, Bal-
glass, Lenncxtown. -

One-Year-Old Bull.—1, Jas. Hosie, Kinkell,
Lennoxtown; 2, A. C. Edmonstone; 3, M.
Barbour.

Two-Year-Old Queys, bred in district.—1, A.
C. Edmonstone; 2, R. Richmond; 3, ]Jas.
Hosie.

One-Year-Old Queys, bred in district.—1, A.
C. Edmonstone ; 2 and 3, Jas. Hosie.

Heifer, born after February, 1930.—1, Jas.
Pirie & Son; 2 and 3, Jas. Hosie. ’

Pair of One-Year-Old Quevs.—1, Jas. Hosie;
2, A: C. Edmonstone.

Best Group of Three Female Ayrshires—1,
Jas. Pirie & Sons; 2, R. Richmond.

Best Animal of Ayrshire breed, bred by
Exhibitor —1 and Reserve, Jas, Pirrie & Sons.

Campsie Cattle Show

15/6/1932 Kirkintilloch Herald
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We now have the Wilson family investing in education for the improvement of their family. Their
son, William, is studying veterinary medicine at Glasgow.

LENNOXTOWN.
Tenders a1e being secured for the erection

of either a conCrete or a wrought-iron fence as
the waterworks.

Fn the list of passes at the professional
exzminations of Glasgow Veteripazy College
“this week the following local names appear—
First vear (2nd (Class Honours)—James
Boltony,. Main Street, and W. Wilson, Hole
Faim, ILennoxtown.

27/7/1932 Kirkintilloch Herald

COLLEGE SUCCESS. — Mrs. M*‘Creadie,
daughter of Lord Provost Kelly, presented the
prizes at  Glasgow Veterinary College on
Friday. Ameng the recipients were James
Bolton, Dunlop Place, Lennoxtown (silver
meda! for chemistry and first-class certificates
in chemistry and biologv) and W. Wilson,
Hole IFarm, lLennoxtewn (first-class certificates
in chemistry and biology).

26/10/1932 Kirkintilloch Herald

The interest in breeding high quality Clydesdale horses is shown here by Robert Wilson who sold
his horse for £60. This was the 4™ highest price gained at the Spring Show in Lanark in 1933.

£72 For Winning Gelding,

While a filly had the eredit of realising the
top price of the day, the best trade was un-
doubtedly exverienced for geldings at Lanark,
on Tuesday, when Lawrie and Symington /Ltd.
convlucted their annual spring show and sole
of Clydesdales. Tn a good class of geldings the
first prizewinner. a five-year-old grev. shown
hy Sir Koumth S, Anderson, Bart.. The Yair,
Gia’gshiels. brought the top price of £72, the

S Care ;
“;a- e o ’u.uu"w'mf"'
e Rotert Wilon, Hole i
lml.uluﬂ Iuny

9/3/1933 Illustrated Berwick Journal
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We see the produce from Hole Farm being demonstrated by Mrs Wilson where she won prizes for

her powdered butter and both her hens’ eggs and her ducks’ eggs. She also won prizes for her
oatmeal cakes and pancakes.

DAIRY PRODUCE AND EGGS.

Judges—Mrs. Orr, Ardochill, East Kilbride, -
and Miss Doeull, Agricultural College,
Glasgow.

Two Pounds Fresh Better.—1, Mrs. Wm.
Mackie, Watshod, Lennoxtown; 2, Mrs. For-
svth. Sauchenhall, Kirkintilloch; 3, Mrs.
Young, Dalmoak Farm, Dumbarton.

Two Pounds Powdered Butter.—1, Mrs. .R.
Wilson, Hole Farm, Lennoxtown; 2, Mrs. Wm.
Mackie; 3, Mrs. Forsyth. . ;

Twelve Hen Eggs.—1, Mrs. Wm. Mackie; 2,
Charles Young, %.,o ; Dalmoak Farm, Renton;
3, Mrs. Pettigrew, Auchengree Farm, Stepps.

Twelve Hen Eggs, White.—1, Mrs. _R.
Wilson; 2, Charles Young; 3, Mrs. Wm.
Mackae. :

Twelve Duck Eggs.—1, Mrs. Young; 2,
Charles Young; 3, Mrs. R. Wilson.

Six Oatmeal Cakes.—1, Mrs. R. Wilson.

Six Scones.—2, Kirkintilloch Equitable Co-
operative Society, Ltd.; 3, Mrs. Quinn,
Church Street, Cumbernauld. ,

Six Pancakes.—1, Kirkintilloch Equitable Co-
operative Society, Ltd.: 2, Mrs. R. Wilson;
3, Mrs. Young, Dalmoak Farm, Dumba¥ton.

Kirkintilloch Agricultural Show 21/6/1933 Kirkintilloch Herald

In 1933, William, finished his degree.
VETERINARY EXAM.—Among the
passes at Glasgow Veterinary Col-
lege professional examinations are
those of James Bolton, Dunlop Place,
Lennoxtown, in Class “B,” four years’
course anatomy, phgsiology, and stable |
management (2nd honours), and Wm.
Wilson, Hole Farm, Lennoxtown,
Class “B.”

5/8/1933 Callander Advertiser
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Meanwhile Mrs Wilson shows her versatility and skill in baking, using local produce to compete at

local events. She won prizes for her soda scones, oatcakes, pancakes and red currant jelly at the
Flower Show in 1933. She must have been a formidable baker.

INDUSTRIAL SECTION.
Three Soda Scones (girdle baked).—1, Mrs,
R. Wilson; 2, Mrs. Ewing; 3,.,.\1rs. W. Bell.
‘Three Oatcakes.—Mrs. R. Wilson.
Three Pancakes.—1, Mzs. R. Wilson; 2, Mrs.
W. Bell; 3, Mrs. Ewing. N ‘
'l'hrze Potato Scones.—Mrs. R. Wilson, Hole
I‘aLl:aml;e, any variety.—1, Mrs. W. Bell, Lennox-
. 9. Mrs. Ewing, Lennoxtown.
to‘(v,?eexz; ‘Gooseberry Jelly.—1, Miss D. Ril.
patrick, Lennoxtown; 2, Mrs. C. Bryee,.
Lennoxtown ; 3, Mrs. W. Bell, Lennoxtown.
Red Currant Jelly.—1, Mrs. R. Wilson, Hole
Farm, Lennoxtown; 2, Mrs. W. Bell, Crow
d.
Rolgest Knitted Gent.’s Socks.—1, Mrs. I) B.
SQutherland, Campsie Glen; 2, Mrs. |. Todas,.
.ennoxtown. -
leBeSt Knitted Article.—1, Mrs. Lilhe, I‘.emm.
town ; 2, Mrs. A. Meffin, Lennoxtown; 3, Miss
2. Meffin, Lennoxtown. ' )
: Best Ar’ticle of Needlework.—Miss N. Law.
Main Street, Lenmoxtowm. '
sox‘.l\’lost l\leritorit,)us Exhibit of Flowers.—Wmn
ter, Torrance. . ) ‘
Hl;tllost,)oleritorious Exhibit of Vegetables.—Il.
sinclair.
sdBest Three Leeks.—R. Buchanan.

District Flower Show 30/8/1933 Kirkintilloch Herald

Robert also competed at local shows and won 4" prize in the Merchant’s Van or Farmer’s Odd
Horse at the Campsie Show in 1936.

Championship for Best Animal of the Clydes-
dale Breed.—The Society's Silver Cup.—1, John
Imrie; 2, John Dobue.

Merchant's Van or Farmer's Odd Horse.—1,
Andrew B. Bell, Bankell. Milngavie: 2, Andrew
Cowan, Wester Blairskaith, Baldernock; 3,
Wnm. Mackie, Watshod, Lennoxtown; 4, R.
Wilson, Hole Farm, Lennoxtown; 5, John
Grav, Fast Baldorran, Milton ; 6, W. B. Donald-
son, Auchineden, Blanefield.

Farmer’'s Turnout.—1 and 3, Andrew B. Bell;
2, Andrew Russell.

Campsie Cattle Show 10/6/1936 Kirkintilloch Herald
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Mrs Wilson’s prowess with powdered butter, Oatcakes and Pancakes on display at the Campsie
Show.

DAIRY PRODUCE.

11b. Fresh Butter in 3Ib. Prints.—1, Mrs. D,
Reid, Redmoss, Lennoxtown: 2, Mrs. Wm,
Taylor, Crosshouse, Campsie Glen; 3, Mrs.
Wm. Mackie, Watshod, Lennoxtown.

11b. Powdered Butter in ilb. Prints.—1, Mrs.
D. Reid; 2, Mrs. Wm, Mackie; 3, Mrs. R, Wil-
son, Hole Farm, lLennoxtown.

Six QOatmeal Cakes.—1, Mrs. D. Reid; 2,
Mrs. R. Wilson; 3, Mrs. Wm. Taylor, Cross-
house, Campsie Glen.

Six Pancakes.—1, Mrs., R. Wilson; 2, Mrs.
Wm. Mackie; 3, Miss Mary llosie, Kinkell,
Lennoxtown.

Campsie Cattle Show 10/6/1936 Kirkintilloch Herald

Mr Wilson continued to adapt to the property at Hole Farm. In 1936 he received permission from
Stirling Council to extend a house on his property.

addition to house at

Hole Farm, Lennoxtown, for Mr. Robert

Wilson. '
1/7/1936 Kirkintilloch Herald

In 1937 the Lennoxtown Friendly Victualling Society held a gala day at Hole farm to celebrate its
125" anniversary.

Lennoxtown Friendly Victualling
Society celebrates its 125th anniversary
this week. A gala day is being held in
a field at the Hole Farm, Lennoxtown, gn
Saturday first.

6/7/1937 Edinburgh Evening News

Here is the happy event of Johnston Wilson marrying Margaret Dunlop

WILSON—DUNLOP.—At Milnercroft Farm,
Cambernauld, on 7th June, 1939, by the Rev.
E. Sherwood Gunson, M.A., Hon. C.F., John-
ston Wilson, Hole Farm, Lennoxtown, to Mar-
garet Chapman, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs

John Dunmlop.

10/6/1939 Airdrie & Coatbridge Advertiser
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In 1940 Johnston Wilson was now recorded as the tenant of the farm while Robert retained
ownership. Was this perhaps a wedding present to the newly married couple?

Robert and Marion retired to a house on Glen Road. Marion Johnstone died on the 18" of October
1951, and Robert Wison died on the 4" of June 1954. They were buried in Strathaven Cemetery.

The new Mrs Johnston Wilson soon settled in at Hole farm and won first prize at the annual whist
drive in 1940.

WIIIST AND DANCE. — The Campsie,
Strathblane and Baldernock Agricultural
S..1ety s annual whist drive and daance was
Leld in the Town Hall, Lennoxtown, on
Friday, 19th January. Unfortunately, the
wintry weather prevented many_ people from
attendirg, and, compared with previons
years, the numbers were very considerably
reduced. Mr, James Ralston, Garmore.
Lennoxtown, acted as cardmaster, and did
his duties in his usual efficient manner.
Mr. Walter M‘Keich, Balcarroch, Campsie
Glen, made a capable M.C. at the dance.
The fd¢ilowing were the prize-winners at
whist : —Ladies—1, Mrs  Johnston Wilson,
Hole Farm, Lennoxtown; 2, Miss C. Mor-
ton, Lochmill; 3, Mrs. J O, Stewart,

a«wr e

24/1/1940 Kirkintilloch Herald

Farming went on as usual with hay making and turnip lifting.

CAMPSIE

HAY-MAKING.—Hay" cutting has
started in the district.  *Mr Wilson,
The Hole Farm, Lennoxtown; began
1last week. -

/7/1941 Stirling Observer

After the Second World War began, farming had to continue, to feed the Nations’ People. Farming
was considered a “Reserved Occupation”, with the need to provide labour in this essential work. It
should also be remembered that much of the heavy work was still provided by the Heavy

Clydesdale Horses at that time, fed by locally produced feed. This also reduced the burden on
vehicle Fuel, which was in limited supply.

FOR SALE—Forty Tons Feeding
Swede Turnips. — Wilson, Hole
Farm, Lennoxtown.

12/3/1952 Kirkintilloch Herald
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Accommodation was available for women willing to assist in the dairy.

HOUSE, three apartments, bathroom, h.|
& c., avallable to party who can supply
woman or girl to wash dairy dishes, etc.,
or could give full time work if desired.—
Wilson, Hole Farm, Lennoxtown.

27/12/1952 Bridge of Allan Gazette

MAN (experienced) wanted; general
farm-work. -— Wilson, Hole Farm,

L.ennoxtown.

26/5/1954 Kirkintilloch Herald

Hole Farm had always been a mixed arable farm with a dairy herd and in 1962 all of Johnston’s
hard work ensuring that his herd was disease free and kept in good condition was rewarded with
an award from Stirlingshire County Council.

STIRLINGSHIRE DAIRY
FARMERS WIN AWARDS

Winners in the Stirling County
?ouncll clean milkk competition for | Johnston's daughter, Margaret, became
armers and milk producers are: involved in the running of the Strathkelvin

1 .25 cows and over—1_  Robert Graham, i

Airthrey Kerse, Bridge of Allan: 2. Young Farmers Qlub and in p_oth 1965 and
.gghns_;t,on Wilson, Hole Farm, Lennox- 1966 was voted into the position of

M:rrxl-isoxi' Tcl;tn’rbrmd%‘;mr%g? Mrs .| secretary and press officer.

Under 25 cows — 1, John Nimmo,
Inches, Larbert; 2, Mrs M, Ferguson,
Gillandersland, Linlithgow; 3, John
Currie, Mavisbank, Falkirk.

Certificates of Merit—Over 25 cows—
David Findlay, Borland, Gartmore; and
James B, Jarvie, Walton, Castlecary.
Under 25 cows-——John Gray, Dennyloan-
head Farm, Dennyloanhead; and John
Harvie & Sons, Inchwood, Milton of
Campsie.

6/7/1962 Edinburgh Evening News
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Time moved on and the farm was sold to developers
who planned to build 400 houses. This was and
continues to this day to be hotly contested.

over the landscape,

open
spaces

investigations at Hole
Farm

“A; far as the Local
Plan, the Regional
Structure Plan, and the

Councillor Dempsey Scottish Secretary
issued a warning to any concerned o

Johnston Wilson, the final farmer at Hole and
Capieston, died, aged 81, in 1996 still resident in
Lennoxtown.

4/2/1987 Kirkintilloch Herald

Latterly, uses of the farmland was as pasture for feeding young cattle

and finally, sheep
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At least one escaped...

Scottish Forestry took over most of the land between Clachan and that bounded by Crow Road
under the name Balcorrach Wood, including most of the original Hole and Capieston Farms

Hole Farm Today
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Capieston Buildings today, have been derelict for some time

T T : -'L1

FAMPSE

L LUXURY pODs

Where once farmers, ploughmen and gamekeepers worked the land, tourists now visit bringing a
new vision to the land.
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Kinkell Farm

1841-1989

Angus Loney
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For more than two centuries, the land at Kinkell has known only a handful of families—names
carried by the wind across its fields, spoken in the stone walls, remembered in the soil itself. The
first of these, as the records tell us, were the Calders although they had predecessors for many
generations before them, their names have been lost in the sands of time.

The Calder’s of Kinkell

T lal L

Scotland’s People

In 1841, the census taker found John and Janet Calder, John sixty and Janet fifty five, both born
in Campsie, tending the land with the steady, weathered rhythm of people who had given their
lives to it.

Their household was large but tightly knit, each child already a part of the farm's living machinery:

e Robert, 29, the eldest son, strong-shouldered and dependable.
e Agnes, 27, quick-witted and known to settle most disputes with a stern look.
« David, 15, still growing into his boots but eager to prove himself.

« Mary, 12, sharp-eyed and curious, often found slipping away to explore the burns and
hedgerows.

A farm boy, John Carson, age 15, born in Kilsyth, worked alongside them—one more set of
hands in the endless list of tasks that defined life at Kinkell.

But 1841 would be the Calder’s last full year together.

Before winter’s frost had lifted, John Calder passed away and was buried in the Clachan, leaving
Janet to keep the farm together as best she could. Grief and hard work weighed heavily on her,
and the following year, she too was gone.

And so, after decades of Calder footsteps on its fields, Kinkell fell silent, waiting for the next family
to take up its story.

A New Beginning: The Andersons Arrive

With Janet’s death and the tenancy now open, the farm passed to William Anderson, a farmer
from Shotts. By 1851, his household at Kinkell was bustling with the layered relationships of a
family bound by both blood and circumstance:

« William, 60, still remarkably steady-handed with the plough
o Elizabeth, 65, his wife, a gentle counterbalance to his stern practicality
e Richard, 33, their son, every bit the heir to his father’s stubborn work ethic
o Jean, 24, their daughter, newly returned to Kinkell after heartbreak
Jean’s husband, James Braidwood, had died young, leaving her with two small sons:

« Andrew Braidwood, 8
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« William Braidwood, 4, born in Campsie as though destined to circle back to the same soil
his grandparents once trod

Also living under the roof were:
« Robert Prentice, 16, a grandson from Shotts
« James Anderson, 18, a nephew

« And Mary Docherty, 22, a servant from Ireland, whose lilting accent surely stood out
among the rich, broad Scots of the household.

It was a home full of overlapping stories—loss and resilience, duty and hope—woven together in
the quiet rhythms of farming life.

The Last Anderson Days — and the Brief Tenure of James Lyon

William Anderson, after long years working the land at Kinkell, eventually laid down his tools and
retired to Glasgow, leaving behind the fields that had shaped so much of his life. But Kinkell did
not lie still for long.

In 1867, the tenancy passed to James Lyon, a man of experience and steady reputation. Yet fate
allowed him only a short tenure on the farm. Just a year later, at the age of 68, James Lyon died,
bringing an abrupt end to his stewardship of Kinkell.

With no successor ready to take on the farm at such short notice, the entire contents of Kinkell
were put up for auction — tools, stock, household goods, and the accumulated equipment of an
occupied farm. It was the sort of sale that drew neighbours from miles around, part necessity, part
spectacle, and part a quiet closing of one chapter before the next began.

A1 KINEELL FarM, 13 MILES FRoM €AMPSIE, ON TIE
GLAEGOW ROAD, AND 2 MILES FROM KIRKINTILLOORE, ON
MONDAY,2D M ARCH,

PARM STOCK AND IMPLEMENTS, §
MILCHE COWS, QUEYS., HORSES, HARNESS, CARTS,
MILK CART, OHURNING MACHINE, &c,
BY AUCTION, 1
To de Sold,; at Kinkell Farm, on Monday, 24 March,
BURN & .SON bepg to intimate that they are
. jostructed by the Trustees of the late Mr. Jomes Lyon
in consequence of giving up tho Lease of said Ferm), to Sell,
Miich Cows. coming to Calving and near Oalving ; 8 Two-yoar-
old Qneys, 1 Two-year.old and 1 Ong-year-old Bull, £ One-year-
old {ueye, 1 Splendid Five-year-old Mase, 1 Strong Thestnub
Horse, 1 Three-year-old Pony, 3 Bets Cart Harness, 2 Close-
Bodied Cartz, Wheels and Axles, pearly new; Hay Waggon,
¥heels, and Axle; Butter-Milk Cart, with Barrels, &c,, com-
plete; Churning Mill, Pair Fanners, Drill Grubbors, Ploughs,
Ment Boilers and Coolers, Harrows, Barrows, Corn Chests,
Feeding Troughs, and Variety of Farming Utensils, &, ,
: ~ Bale to begin at Twelve o'clock,

< P, BURN & BON, fuctioneors,
... 9 Exchange Place, : :
[Glasgow, 10k Feb,, 188,

24/2/1868 Glasgow Herald
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And so, with the dispersal of Lyon’s belongings and William Anderson’s passing in 1868, another
turn was added to the long, winding story of the farm — each tenant leaving their mark before the
land passed on once more.

The Waddell’s Take the Helm

After the passing of William Anderson and following the brief and ill-fated tenancy of James Lyon,
the farm at Kinkell once again awaited a steady hand. It found one in James Waddell and his wife
Margaret Young, who took up the lease in the aftermath of the Lyon auction.

Where others had arrived at Kinkell in moments of transition or sorrow, the Waddell’s arrived,
newly married, with a sense of purpose. James stepped into the role with the confidence of a man
accustomed to the rhythms of the land, bringing with him the promise of stability after several
unsettled years.

And so, with James Waddell at its head, the next chapter of Kinkell's long story began — one
more family in the line of custodians

1871 census

Name Position Age Occupation Born

James Waddell Head 32 Farmer of 165 acres | Shotts
Margaret Waddell | Wife 23 Shotts

Marion Waddell Daughter 2 Campsie
William Waddell Son 2 months Campsie
Andrew Miller Servant 20 Farm Servant Kilsyth
Margaret Orr Servant 17 Farm Servant Old Monkland
Margaret Ballery | Servant 12 Farm Servant Cumbernauld
Margaret Young Visitor 59 Aunt Hamilton

Under his stewardship, Kinkell once more settled into the dependable pulse of farm life —
livestock tended, fields sown and harvested, and the house filled with the steady domestic activity
that marks a working farm. Though the records of his early years at Kinkell are sparse, the very
fact of his long tenure suggests a period of order and continuity, a welcome contrast to the losses
and changes that had preceded his arrival.

In the time they farmed at Kinkell, they had six children Marion, William, Isabella, Margaret,
Andrew and Mary. Margaret sadly died, aged 5, in 1879. They had left the farm by 1881.
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The next tenant to take the reins was George Hosie and his wife Jean Bulloch. In the 1881
census they were to be found living at the canal basin in Kirkintilloch where George, aged 45,
worked as a contractor. This was the beginning of generations of Hosies at Kinkell.

In 1883, the local farmers gave George a warm welcome with a “love darg”. This suggests that the
farm may have lain vacant for a short while or there was another short tenancy that has not been
traced.. It is likely that the Hosies began their tenancy at Michaelmas, late September, 1882.

LOVE DARG.—The farmers of the Lennoxtown dis-
trict turned out in great force yesterday to give a
day’s ploughing as a friendly recognition of the new
tenant of Kinkell Fsﬁm, htll:' Geor, HAo:iet.h o’l‘l;oe;o
were 36 ploughs, in all, on the ground. : -
clusion og tgg day’s work s large tract of land had
been turned over. L ——

14/3/1883 Glasgow EveningNews

Over the years Kinkell has hosted various types of events from Sunday School trips, fetes and
marriages.

St Davip's Parisi CHUrCH. — On  Saturday,
the scholars of the Sabbath School in connection
with St David's, accompanied by their t;e&chera
—about 300 in all—had their annual trip. Fifteen
carts were kindly lent by the farmers of the
neighbourhood,” and made comfortable for occu-
pation by their living freight. The procession
formed at the church and drove out Milton
Road to Kinkell Farm (Mr Hosie's). The cus-
tomary bread and milk having been given out
the no less customary games were entered into.
After spending a very pleassnt day, and having
given three cheers for Mr and Mrs Hosie, the
return journey was commenced. On arriving at
the church a supply of sweetbread was served,
and the children then dispersed.

30/6/1886 Kirkintilloch Herald oo e
LENNOXTOWN.
R. C. Svspay Scnoor. FEre.—On Saturday
last the children attending the Roman Catholic
Sunday School, accompanied by Rev. Mr Magini
and their teachers, marched to Kinkell Farm,
where a park was placed at their disposal by Mr
Hosie, and the usual holiday refreshments pro-
vided. The weather was not very favourable,
but the usual games, races, &c., were engaged
in for some hours before proceeding home.
15/6/1887 Kirkintilloch Herald

Excursioy.—On Satarday the children attendi
the R.C. School, accompanied by a large number
parents and friends and beaded by their flute band,
proceeded on foot to Kinkell Farm (Mr Hoaie)
where they were supplied with milk and buns. A

gl::nt&::umm o .pent e o m 11/7/1888 Falkirk Herald
a3 » .

- - ae - e -u
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1891 census Kinkell

Name Position Age Occupation Born
George Hosie Head 56 Farmer Campsie
Jean Hosie Wife 53 Farmer’s Wife Campsie
Jeannie Hosie Daughter 29 Farmer’s Daughter | Glasgow
Alexander Hosie | Son 24 Farmer’s Son Campsie
James Hosie Son 19 Farmer’s Son Campsie
Annie Hosie Daughter 17 Farmer’s Daughter | Campsie
William Hosie Son 12 Scholar Kirkintilloch
1901 Census Kinkell
Name Position Age Occupation Born
George Hosie Head 66 Farmer Campsie
Jean Hosie Wife 63 Farmer’s Wife Campsie
Jessie Hosie Daughter 29 Farmer’s Daughter | Glasgow
James Hosie Son 29 Farmer’s Son Campsie
William Hosie Son 22 Assisting Kirkintilloch
ploughman
John Grecham Servant 23 Cattleman & Cadder
Ploughman

George Hosie died at Kinkell Farm on the 23" of December 1904 aged 69:

OBITUARY.—IEarly on Friday morning the I
death took vlace at Kinkell Farm of Mr Geo.
Hosie, in his 70th year. Deceased was bern
at North Birbiston, Lennoxtown, and for many
years was @ contractor in  Kirkintilloch.
Twenty vears ago he becane tenant of the
farin of Kinkeil. and was a most successful
farimer, turning the farm to profitable account
where many tenants failed. He is survived |
bz a widow and seven of a family—five sons
and two dauglters—four of whom are mar-

riecl, one being in America.
placa on Tuesday to the Parish Church Bury-
ing Ground.

28/12/1904 Kirkintilloch Herald

The funeral took
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DEATH OF A FARMER.—By the death of Mr
George Hosie, Kinkell Farm, which took place
last week-end, the farming class in the parish is
the roorer indeed. George was one of a large
famil- of sons and daughters, reared to the busi-
ness by their father “Robin’’ Hosie of Fincroft.
This was a homestead, when the family were
there, which for a kindly welcome to the neigh-
bour folks about had no equal. What a jolly lot
of men and women were there gathered in
the kitchen when the day’s work was over. De-
ceased was am the youngest of the family,
and had farmed land in and around the district
before “‘running” a lease of Kinkell, which, like
the good farmer he was, he greatly improved by
judicial management and not sparing labour. He
was highly respected by the whole community,
gnd was a splendid judge of cattle and horse, and
in the working of agricultural land was able to
make the waste place blossom like the rose. He
}g:v,ua.widowanda.grownup family to mourn

oss.

31/12/1904 Bridge of Allan Gazette




After the death of his father James Hosie took over the running of the farms and in 1906, he
married Mary Reid whose parents farmed at Redmoss farm. They had six children, George, Mary,
David, James, William and Robert.

The territorial army used the farm in 1911 for a large training exercise

TERRITORIALS.—The officers and non-
commissionrd officers of *° D (Campsie and
Kilsyth) Company had a field day last Satur-
day, being exam'ned and instructed in outpost
duty by Capt. A. B. King. The operations
tock place on the fields of Kinkel and
Balquharrage Farms and \Whitehill es‘ate,

29/3/1911 Kirkintilloch Herald

1911 census Kinkell

Name Position Age Occupation Born

James Hosie Head 39 Farmer Campsie
Mary Hosie Wife 22 Campsie
George Hosie Son 4 Campsie
Mary Hosie Daughter 1 Campsie
David Hosie Son 0 Campsie

We know that the farm had sheep due to the report of some of them escaping

g'l'l{.\\ ED from Kinkell Farm, Lennoxtown,
A five Blackfaced Ewes: red kiel back of
head ; also tail head; J. H. on horn,

8/5/1912 Kirkintilloch Herald

James bred high quality horses and won first prize and overall champion at the Mearns Show in
1913 with his three year old mare, Lady Mary.

They also had a dairy herd

Moamsa'}ink'fdr' sale, start 1:t May.—Hosie, Kin-
2V kell Furm, lennoxtown, Campsic,

= PE T T B A
12/4/1916 Glasgow Herald
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James was a well respected farmer in the community and in 1916 he had the honour of presenting
a gift to Captain W.M.P. Kincaid Lennox on the occasion of his marriage on behalf of the tenants.

MARRIAGE PRESENTATIONS. — On the
occasion of his marriage Captain W. M. P.
Kineaid-Lennox was waited upon at Lennox
Castle on Monday afterncon last and presented
with a silver salver from the tenant farmers on {
the Lennox Castle cstates.  The yresentation d |
was made by Mr Jas. Hosie, Kinkell Farm, in
s neat speech. The recipient suitably acknow-
ledzed the gift. The party were hospitably
entertained by Mr and Mrs Kincaid-Lennox, to
whom the thanks of the gmests was conveyed in
a speech by Mr Wm. Gardner, Glenside. Mr
Lennox, in acknowledzing the compliment, ex-
pressed the pleasure he felt in seeing so many
of his tenants present. and regretted that, owing
to illness, one wellknown man. Mr Gardner.
Kilwinnet, was unahle to be with them. It
wae satisfactory to know that the patient was
keeping better. In the evening a deputation
from the tenants, feuars. and traders on the
estates presented the (Captain. in name of over
seventy subscribers. with a solid silver tea set
consisting of kettle and stand. teapot. sugar
basin. and cream jugz. along with a solid silver
jardiniere. Mr A. Murrav. Southfield. acted
as spokesman. The silversmiths were Messrs
Edward & Sons, Glaszow.  The articles were
suitably inscribed.

o hed Ba s

-

11/11/1916 Bridge of Allan Gazette

1921 census Kinkell

Name Position Age Occupation Born

James Hosie Head 50 Farmer Campsie
Mary Hosie Wife 32 Campsie
George Hosie Son 24 Campsie
Mary Hosie Daughter 12 Scholar Campsie
David Hosie Son 10 Scholar Campsie
James Hosie Son 8 Scholar Campsie
William Hosie Son 6 Scholar Campsie
Robert Hosie Son 1 Campsie
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Tragedy struck in 1925 when the there was a fire at Kinkell and the fire brigade could not access
enough water. £500 of damage was done but fortunately there was no loss of life or serious injury
reported of any human or animal occupants of the farm.

CAMPSIE FARM FIRE.

[Last Frelay mght there was a disastrous
tarmvard fire at Kmkell Farm, situated on
the sule of the Lennoxtown and ‘Torrance
Road and occupied by Mr Hosie. About
haMf-past cight a haystack was observed to
be well alight about halfway up the stack.
A strong north-east wind was blowing, and
while it was carrymg the fire away from
the farmhouse and the farm buidings, it
was driving the flames further into the stuck-
vard, Stirling Burgh Brigade, who are ua-
der contract to attend to fires m the Wedt-
emn Division of Stiwrhngshire, were ’'phoned
for and arrived about a quarter to ten.
Ihey were pretly much hampered by the
banited supply of water, but they stuck to
Jheir fire-fighting task, which ended at five
o'colck on Saturday mommg. There were
@1 the stackyard 13 stacks of corn and 6 of
hay and of these 11 of corn and 2 of hay
were saved, The damage i1s estimated at
about £500, After the fire was diseovered,
and up ull the arrival of the Stirlimg DBn-
gade, a-fire-fighting campaign was under-
taken by Mr Hosie with the assistance of
ncighbours,

b anibalih.d s AN . Bl e

13/11/1925 Kirkintilloch Herald

Despite the fire and the damage that it caused, James rebuilt and bought the farm from the
Lennox estate in 1927.
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STRAYING SHEEP,

James Hosie, farmer, Kinkell, was charged
with being the owner of twelve sheep found
straying on the highway near Kinkell Farm,
on 2nd February. le adhered to a former
plea of not guilty, and was detended by Mr.
Alex. Thorburn, of Patrick. & Paterson,

Thos, Nicol, motor *bus driver, Reid Place,
Kirkintilloch, said that between 10 and 11
o'clock on the night of 2nd February he was
driving one of Messrs. Grabam’s 'buses from
L t to Glasgow. Wh hi . .
Kigﬂ:,’{ of:?m Zw;dinggu R ‘e ";‘on?g"’;g’j:p";ﬁ In 1928, James found himself charged with
the road, and he had to draw up pretty allowing his sheep to escape onto a public
quick. There was nobody in charge of them. | highway. James pled not guilty and the case was

He didn’t count them, but there were round
about a dozen. le thought he had struck abandoned as there was no way to prove

one of the sheep, and that was his reason for | Whether the sheep had escaped from Kinkell or
g§s rel;fmtingt hthe mfatter:d lle’r‘;xautcd tct)t ket(r’p the neighbouring Redmoss Farm as they

imself on the safe side. ey scattered, ;
e A S ST Y aod some 46 r_nanaged to put themselves safely back into the
the other, and went into fields on either side fields.
of the road. le saw that they were all ofi
the road before he left.

Cross-examined—He paid no attention to
any particular markings on the sheep. He
was running to a time-table and had no time
to go up and tell the farmer, Ile paid no
attention as to whether there were sheep in a
field on Redmoss Farm.

Jean Graham, ’bus conductress, 8 West
High Street, Kirkintilloch, gave corroborative
evidence.

Constable Frew said he got a complaiat
about sheep being on the road and made in-
vestigations.  lle called on the accused and
charged him with allowing his shecp to stray
on the public road. He saw a number of
sheep in the field opposite the farm, and
accused admitted they were his. e asked
accused if any of them had been injured, and
he said there were none, He mentioned
that the hedges were newly cut, and the mcon
being out the sheep had a tendency to stray.
The field where witness saw the sheep
was an enclosed place, now under cultivation.

6/4/1928 Milngavie & Bearsden Herald

Tragedy struck the family on the 14" of February 1930 when James and Mary’s eldest son,
George, died in Glasgow Royal Infirmary of acute nephritis. He was 22 years old.

22/2/1930 Callander Advertiser
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MYSTERY FIND AT
LENNOXTOWN.

‘‘ Farewell’’ Letter to

Girl.

The finding yvesterday of an overcoat
and papers in a glen at Kinkell Farm,
Lennoxtown, gave rise tv fears that a
tragedy had occurred in the district.

One of the papers indicated that the
overcoat belonged to a man who resided
in Bumms Street, Glasgow.

There was also a letter addressed to
a girl, which contained references to
suicide.

A npearby dam was dragged by the
police in an effort to solve the mystery,
No body, however, was located.

Inquiries made at the address given, a
lodging-house, resulted in the discovery
that no man of the name mentioned was
known there, and no other person was
missing from the establishment.

19/3/1933 Sunday Post

A mystery surrounded the farm in 1933 when
what was thought to be a suicide note was
found in an overcoat in a glen at the farm. A
strong police presence was launched in search
of a body including the dredging of a nearby
dam. No body was found and the man was
found to have not existed.

In 1936, James gained planning permission to build a new byre on the farm.

New byre at Kinkell Farm, Lennox-
Jtown, for Mr james Hosie. Architect—
|.J. Stevenson, architect, 24 Allan Park,

Stirling.

12/9/1936 Bridge of Allan Gazette

In early 1939 James’ wife, Mary, sadly passed away in a nursing home in Glasgow. She was 57

years old.

HOSIE. —A\t a nursing home, Glasgow, on gth

February,

1939, Mary Reid, beloved wife of -

James Hoste, Kinkell Farm, Lennoxtown.—

Funeral

on Thursdayv. 9th February, at 2.30
p-m., to Campsie (‘emetery.

Friends please

meet cortece at Church Gates.
8/2/1939 Kirkintilloch Herald

In 1940 at the start of the war, things were finally looking up for the Hosie family. James’s
daughter, Mary, married farmer James Rae who was son of James Rae and Jane Murray from

Provanston Farm in Fintry.
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James worked tirelessly through the war years but that took its toll on him and he died on the 15t of
November 1947 aged 76.

HOSIE.—At Kinkell Farm, Lennox-
town, Ist November, 1u47, aiter a
short 1liness, Jumes Hosie, aged 76,
beloved huspund ol the late Mury

e,
12/11/1947 Kirkintilloch Herald

The next person to continue the Hosie Dynasty at Kinkell was Robert (Robin). He married

Margaret Faulds Cowan, second daughter to Andrew Cowan of West Balgrochan Farm in Torrance
and brought her to Kinkell Farm.

WEDDING OF LOCAL o .
FARMER'S DAUGHTER. — The ||Dr. William Lancaster, friend
wedding of Miss Margaret |[and schoolmate of the bride-
Faulds Cowan, second daughter ||groom. The officiating clergy-
of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Cowan ||man was the Rev. Dr. A. A.
of West Balgrochan Farm_ Tor- ||Mornson of Campsie H{gh
rance  to Robert Hosie, youngest | | Church. Fhe bride was given
son of the late Mr. and Mrs. |[|away by her father. = The recep-
James Hosie of Kinkell Farm_ |[tion was held in “Ye Old Oak
near Campsie, took place at “Ye || Tearooms, when a happy com-
Old Oak Tearooms ’’ Milngavie |[pany of 80 guests attended the
on Monday evening of last week. | | reception, vgzl.y' \\."l‘ll and ubu
The bride was charming in her ||cariied out by the City Bakeries.
Sress of white laee and. earciod },‘:“.h'. in tlw»e\omn.u: th¢ voung
a bouguet of mauve and pink couple left for thmrn honeymoon
2k t peas Her bridesmaids |[With @ good send - off. They re-
i ,&" ‘Isabelle Grav Cowan | |ceived many beautiful presents
e’ ‘M!G'S M F lg Lock- from their many friends in and
and Miss agy aulds They | |around Torrance, and from a
hart, sister an (t:'ousm.. . €Y || wide circle of farming friends.
e drosed, i turqacise b, |1, coad wishes o al g0 oul 1

: ' y couple,
sweet peas. The groomsman was the happy coup

15/6/1949 Kirkintilloch Herald

-

The new Mrs Hosie soon started to make her mark.

GIRL wanted to assist with dairy and
housework: live-in. — Mrs. R. Hosie,
Kinkell Farm. Lennoxtown.

16/11/1949 Kirkintilloch Herald

| GIRL wanted to assist with dairy and'!
housework ; live as family ; ten minutes’ |
| walk from Glasgow bus.—Apply. Hosie,
t Kinkell Farm, Lennoxtown,
4/3/1950 Bridge of Allan Gazette

By 1959 Robin and Margaret had completed their family with Robert, Margaret, Janet and lan.
When Robert retired, he moved to Shepherd’s House on Easter Cadder Farm and let the next
generation take the reins. Although retired, he would help out at Kinkell with odd jobs.
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In 1989 there was a freak accident that took Robert’s life.

Farmer
mourned

THE farming community in Strathkelvin were
stunned last week by the death of Robert Hosie,
(69), in a freak accident at Kinkell Farm, Torrance
Road, Lennoxtown.

Mr Hosie died when a grass cutting machine fell
on top of him as he was apparently trying to repair
it.

Tragically, he and his wife Margaret, and
children Robin, lan, Janet and Margaret, were
this week due 1o host a party to celebrate 105 vears
of farming in the community by the Hosie
family.

Mr Hosie, who lived at Shepherd’'s House,
Easter Cadder Farm, Kirkintilloch, was weli-
known and respected in agricultural circles.

His great grandfather started the business at
Kinkell Farm, and Mr Hosie was on the committee
of the Campsie Show for more than 40 vears.

His son Robin said last week that the show,
which was held on Saturday, should go ahead
despite the tragedy.

““The show will be going ahead as planned,’’ he
said, ‘‘as | am sure that is the way he would have
wanted it."’

Robin explained that the family were doing
various jobs around the farm when the tragedy
happened.

““A neighbour was helping us make sillage and
he was the one who discovered what had
happened.

‘“*He rushed to tell me, but by that time it was
too late.”’

Mr Hosie's funeral was held on Monday, His
family will carry on the farming tradition.

7/6/1989 Kirkintilloch Herald

123



The Hosie family have over 140 years of history at Kinkell. In death as in life, the family are mostly
laid to rest together in adjoining plots of the Churchyard Cemetery in Campsie.

1907
Erected in memory of George Hosie died 23 Dec
1904 aged 89 years. Also his children Agnes Gilmour
Hosie died 6" Dec 1869 aged 9 months. John Hosie
died 4™ Sept 1882 aged 6 years. Also his wife Jean
Bulloch died 30" March 1923 aged 84 years. Also his
daughter Jeanie Hosie died 6" Dec 1936.

A Farm That Remembers

And so Kinkell passed from family to family, generation after generation, each leaving footprints
the land would quietly absorb. The Calder’s with their decades of steadiness... the Andersons with
their bustling household of children, nephews, and grandchildren... and The Hosies who would
follow in the century and a half yet to come.

Kinkell has never been a place of grand events or spectacular drama.
Instead, it is a place where ordinary lives—rich with love, loss, work, and hope—slowly shaped the
contours of the land itself.

A place where every field, tells a story.
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Knowehead Farm

1642-1976

Marion Donnachie and Isobel Cartwright
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Knowehead Farm gets its name from Knowe meaning a hill and head meaning the top.

On entering Clachan of Campsie Knowehead Road is on the left. This road is the access to the
farm which is about half to three quarters of a mile along the road passing by the rear of
Schoenstatt retreat, previously known as Ballencleroch (the house of the clerics).

Credit: Ordinance Survey

Before the Calico Printing Works was opened in 1786 most of Campsie area consisted of various
farms dotted about and some small cottage industries. Many houses were then built to
accommodate the mill workers who were coming to live in the area and the Newtown of Campsie
was established, then renamed Lennoxtown.

Knowehead Farm had an acreage of 2666 acres and, from 1642, was owned by the McFarlans of
Ballancleroch. It became part of the Lennox Castle estate owned by the Kincaid Lennox family in
the 1920s. In 1927 it was part of the Castle estate which was to be sold at an auction held at
Lennox Arms Hotel. At that time the farm was let to Mr. James Adam at a rental of £400 pa and
still had 17 years lease to run at that time but was withdrawn from the sale at £4776.

The farm was occupied by various tenants throughout the years.

The earliest farmer traced was Peter Dromond (Drummond) through the baptism of his son in
1753.

bt For g

')1/“/ S - w/z!/mt

I(Ll'
CBI'U::M/M’ 1t };,2016 fu e
"m/ L 4(11 zf 417 /f(’”‘ %" ‘

e,
{ /’/f’/ o1l 0 - '
L/ , P Ay 3 >4 8 .5]"';"_('4\ /

Scotland’s People Campsne Baptisms

128



The family with the longest association as farmers of Knowehead were the Foyers.
By 1811, Archibald Foyer was the tenant farmer.

’ : D 8 o T LTS Vi ]
STIRLINGSHIRE GAME DUTY. ¥,-{7(/

ST I. of Persons who have obtained GENER |

CERTIFICATES, at the rate of THREE GUINEAS | !

each, for the"year 1811, in the COUNTY of STIRLING=- [
16th August 1811 ;=

Mathew Anderson, Parkfoot, Kilsyth
S yitliam Adam, Waterside
George Buchanan, Balleown
David Monro Binning, Esq. Auchenbowie
Robert Brock, Craigallian L e
John Buchan, Esq. Stirling
John Brown, Falkirk
Mr Williamx Buchanan, Stirling
Robert Cowie, senior, Castlecarry
Robert Cowie, junior, Ditto - o
Andrew Cowan, Towrthead ”
*Captain John Christie, Hayfield A
David Dobbie, 'T'ownhead, Fintry |
James Davidson, Esq. Colzigm
Joun Edston, Lanton -
Dugald Forbes, Esq. Siirling
Archibald Foyer, Knowhead"
Mr James Foyer, Cuilt
Mr William Glass, Stirling
Alexander Goodwin, Glenhead
~ John Gralgama,\ Esq. Myothill : . .
L Sl ehn Ii&ﬂ“»‘!’l{ : 3 Westertowh -~ - " it
' Liearenant-Colonel the ¥Flon. Robert Hamiiton, Hatton -
Johnvsiutton, Falkirk
Mr William Kay, Wright’s Park’
John Leckie, ¥sq. Broich :
19/8/1811 Caledonian Mercury

Archibald remained at Knowehead until his death in 1835. His son, John, then took over the
tenancy but he died in 1844. He was succeeded by his brother David
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David Foyer

David was born on the 5" of July 1824 at Knowehead Farm where his father, Archibald, was the
farmer. When his father, Archibald, died in 1835 and his mother, Isabella, in 1837, the children
went to live with their uncle, James Foyer in Lennoxtown. They are to be found there in the 1841
census. David was back and in charge of the farm by 1844 as evidenced by the prize he won at
the Campsie Cattle Show for his sheep.

Class 10.—For best do. one-year-old, bred or purchased—1st
prize, David Foyer, nowhead; 24d, Jas. Coubrough, Auchineen ;
3d, Jas. Frew, Balquhurage.

22/6/1844 Glasgow Courier

David married Christina Paterson Muir on the 6" of January 1853. They had ten children: Christina
(1854), Isabella (1856-1856), Mary (1858), Archibald (1860), David (1862), Bethia (1865), Isabella
(1865), John (1867) and William (1868).

David continued to win prizes for his sheep on a regular basis.

BLACKFACED.—9. Pair tups, not more than three shear—Premiums
£3, £1; Bronze Medal—1st, 2d and 3d, David Foyer, Knowhead,
(hpdo. ly commended—Wm Turner, Gavinburn, Old Kil-
’uﬂek the heirs of the late James Watson, Mitchelhill, Biggar.

lmlnbedaﬁahthlwy, 1860—Premiums £3. £1;
1st, 2d and 3d, David Foyer, Knowhead,
m!hlyconmended—.lohn Phillips, Leigh Park,lilnpvie.

15/6/1861 Paisley Herald and Renfrew Advertiser

David remained as the farmer of Knowehead until his death due to interstitial hepatitis (an
autoimmune disease), aged 56, at Knowehead on the 29" of October 1880. His son, Archibald,
took over the reins for a short while before emigrating to America in 1886.

—— e - ———— - —— - — e —

| AUCTIONS.

At KNOWEHEAD FARM, Camrsie, ox TUESDAY, 12vm |
JANUARY, COMMENCING AT ELEVEN 0'CLOCK FORENOCON,

EXTENSIVE DISPLENISHING SALE

FARM STOCK, CROP,
| AND IMPLEMENTS.
‘SANJALTER J. BUCHANAN begs to

intimate that he has received instructions to Sell,
by Public Auction, as above,
Terms—Cash at Sale.
Sale will commence at Eleven o'clock Forencon with the
Implements; Live Stock about Half-past Twelve o'clock.
72 Renfield Street, Glasgow, 4th January, 1886.

5/1/1886 North British Daily Mail

In 1927 Mrs Christina P Buchanan of London Mrs C. P. Buchanan, London, a daughter of

feql E ; the late Mr Foyer, }\nowohead asked if bun-
asked permission from Stirling County Council for als conld bo isads in the Clashsn EKitkvard.

permission for herself and her sister, Miss Bethia They had two lairs in the Kirkyvard which had

Foyer, to be allowed to be interred in the Clachan ng;obcenh Opor:iedl since tln-r “f;uhulr:s death in
H She an 1wer sister, Miss oyer, were

Churchyard although |.t had been closed some _ the Lot of the famaily.

years before. Permission was granted as the ladies o

were the last of their line and a family grave existed. 11/3/1927 Kirkintilloch Gazette
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Christina died in 1939 and her sister Bethia in 1948. Both ladies were granted their wish to be

buried at the Clachan.

When the Clschan Chumhyard Campsie
Glen, was closed some years by the
Stirling County Council, on application to
the Sheriff  pérmission wa:vrmtod for the
interment of the two'surviving sisters of

onca we -known,_ tnmly (glt Foyg;
en.

Kn

my. one of the mum. "lra. Buchanan
(Christina Foyer), who died at Glasgow,
was interred in the tunily burymc-phoe in
the old churchyard.. :

29/4/1939 Milngavie and Bearsden Herald

@ The death took place at
Weymouthk  Drive, Kelvinside,
Glasgow, on Wednobday last, of
Bethia Edmonstone Foyer, fifth
daughter and last remaining
member of the family of the late
David Foyer, Krowehead,

Campsie Glen. The funera! took
place to the Clachan Churchyard
on Thursday. When the church-
yard was closed on the ap lica-
tion of the District Council to
the Sheriff, the right of inter-
ment was reserved to  Miss
Foyer and her sister,
deceased her some years ago.
17/11/1948 Kirkintilloch Herald

bd Mochrum churchyard

F. 8.11.1948 84

Foyer Gravestone Inscriptions in the Clachan Cemetery

18.(FS) John Foyer grazier Knowehead, fa Archd 20.9.1835 52, mo Isabella Muir
20.6.1837 36; David F in Knowehead, da Isabella Muir F. 6.12.1856 9m

19. (pink granite) David Foyer in Knowehead, w Christina Muir 14.9.1878 47, da Mary
20.1.1874 15, s John 25.8.1879 12, s Wm at Sutherland Nebraska USA 10.9.1895
26, s Archd Edmonstone at Sumner Nebraska USA 5.2.1907 46 (at head of 18)

20.(FS next 18) Archd Foyer grazier Knowehead, da Mary 15.12.1831 9y 11m, s
John grazier Knowehead 28.5.1844 24, s David grazier there 29.10.1880 57, s
David Muir F. 8.12.1914 52 bd Sutherland Nebraska USA, da Isabella Muir F. 61

21.(at head of 20) (pink granite) David Foyer of Knowehead Campsie Glen 1da
Christina Paterson 18.4.1939 85 (wid of Peter Buchanan) da Bethia Edmonstone
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Mr. Robert McIindoe, who had retired from working, had an accident when a horse shied and he
was thrown out. He died from his injuries in 1899. He was the tenant farmer of Knowehead from
1886 to 1895.

DEATH OF MR MINDOE, J.P.—We regret
to notice the death of Mr Robert M‘Indoe, J.P.,
which took wlace at his residence, Lochbank
House, Lennoxtown, on Thursday. Six weeks ago
Mr M‘Indoe was driving in his trap, when the
horse suddenly shied, and he was thrown out, re-
ceiving internal injuries, from which he never re-
covered. Mr M‘Indoe was well known as a sheep
farmer all over the .vest of Scotland. He took
a great interest in agricultural affairs generally,
and was a prominent meimber of the local Agricul-
tural Association. He was, up till a few years
ago, tenant of Knowehead Farm, Campsie Glen,
but had retired from active work. Although 70
years of age. he was up till the time of the acci-
dent, hale and extremely active. He was a J.P.
| for Dumbartonshire, and was highly respected by
all who knew him. He is survived by a widow
and family.

15/7/1899 Bridge of Alan Gazette

Robert Glen is recorded, in the valuation rolls as the tenant from 1895 to 1915 yet there is no trace
of him in the 1901 Campsie census. Further interrogation found him in Kilsyth as a butcher. It
would seem that he was using the farm as a way to supply his butcher’s shop and that
Knowehead was not his main abode.

PresenTATION TG A FagMER.—On Wednesday
night of last week a number of resideats in the
Campsie Glen district entertained in the Burns
Tavern, Lennoxtown, Mr John Glen, son of Mr
Robert Glen, the tenant of Knowehead Farm,
Campsie Glen, and flesher in Kilsytb. The
occasion was the departure of Mr John Glen to
take up sheep farming in New Zealand. Mr
Charles Yuill presided acd made the presenta-
tion. Remarks were made on the loss the Glen
district in particular and sheep farming in the
district generally will suffer through tho[%om(
away of Mr Glen. The ool‘n‘pug united in ex-
c:ning their esteem for Mr Glen and their

wishes for his success, and in token thereof
presented him with a gold medal. Mr Glen
thanked his friends for their good wishes and
partiog gift. Mre Glen sailed from London on
the Corinthian on Friday.

19/11/1909 Kirkintilloch Gazette
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By 1919, the tenant was Mr. Robert Forrester who was the tenant from 1919 until 1924. While
James had taken over from his father, Robert is still evidenced as winning prizes for Knowehead

in 1923.

Mr, Robert Forrester, Knowehead, Campsie,
is the new tenant of Carston, flis son  will
continue to carry on Knowehcad.

30/11/1921 Kirkintilloch Herald

The farm was let to James Adam in 1924 who was well known in the area as a breeder of black
faced sheep.

In 1930 a fire broke out on the roof of the farmhouse causing considerable damage.

— —

I
i FARM FIRE AT CAMPSIE GLEN.

Fire broke out ves
. vesterday at Knoweh
!Fa.rm. Campsie Glen. Bishopbriggs Feiarg
‘Bngade- were summoned, and as the fire
Ead originated in the roof of the farm-
ouse, the firemen had to remove tl
tslatcs and cut away part of the roof, so a“:
0 get at the scat of the outhrval'(, and|

prevent the flames oF oK, .
able damage was dono-extmndmg. (onazder-t

1/6/1930 Sunday Post

James died in 1940 at the age of 57. His son, William, took over briefly but he had been
succeeded by Robert Ferguson by 1942.

~ COMFORTS FUND.—As a result of
In 1943, Mr. Robert Ferguson, is noted as whist drives recently held ai E:ril;zg

having raised £10 for the prisoners of war fund /€%, the Sum of £11 155 was handed over
to  Lennoxtown and Campsie Glen

by holding a whist drive. %omforts Fund. Mr Robert Ferguson
‘Knowehead, is organis ist.
He carried on fundraising and by 1944 had drives, and since gF ebf‘flzri'o.rlng? eh;y 111]1:: |

raised £41 10s for allied POWs and troops on ~ hade 4 fotal contribution to the fund of

the frontline. £41 10s.
13/1/1944 Stirling Observer
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In 1952 Barbara Lockhart became the final tenant She was a well-respected and successful sheep
farmer who won many prizes with her animals.

Her arrival at the farm coincided with a spate of cattle rustling and butchering. One of Miss
Lockhart’s bullocks had been shot and was so badly injured that it had to be destroyed.

Cattle Rustling on
Campsne Hills

We can state authontatlvely that.
there is no truth in the rumour that
*“ Hopalong ” Cassidy, the famous
cowboy detective, is on his way
from the wide open ranges of the
U.S. West to the Campsie, Hills
following ' reports of cattle rustling
in that Tegion. The round-up of the
rustlers will be left in the capable
hands of the West Stnrhnuhm"

" Over the week-end it was ncportcd
that at The Lurg, Mr.' James
McEwan’s farm near Fintry, parts
of the carcases of two hill-grazing
Shimbie el Sopanty ho Rillon

‘apparently
bled, and the best of the carcases
carnied off. AtMmBarbanB D.|
Lockhart’s Knowehead Farm,

&hm%abuﬂoekmfmmd

CrwRoad,a route over

Campsie Fel frmnunnoxtown.
toFmtry

’l'helmsofnhepphlsahobm

nmtubytmmthe#p

f E

21/6/1952 Mil'ngavie and Bearsden Herald
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SHEEP-WORRYING AT
CAMPSIE GLEN

- —

At Stirling Shenff Court a Glas-
gow master painter was fined £1 on
a charge of being the owner of a
mongrel dog which on the Haugh

In 1958 a painter wo.rking at the farm let his dog out fields of Knowchead Farm, Campsie

for half an hour and it chased the sheep and lambs; Glen, worned 171 blackfaced lambs

some were so badly injured they had to be destroyed. By chasing them and attacking three

He was fined £1 at Stirling Sheriff Court. of the lambs. which were so severely
injured that they had to be de-
stroyed.

The Fiscal said that the person
charged was doing a painting job at
Campsic Glen and had this dog with
him under his charge as his parents
were on holiday. Unfortunately, the
dog was let out for half-an-hour and
did a certain amount of damage
among sheep.

19/11/1958 Kirkintilloch Herald

Barbara died in 1976, sadly as a result of a fire when she became trapped in her bedroom.

» In . another fire - on Saturday,
Miss Barbara  Lockhart (60), of
Knowehead Farm, near Lennox-
town, Stirlingshire, died after be-
ing trapped in her bedroom. '

13/12/1976 The Scotsman

After this fire, which destroyed the house, a bungalow was built near to the Bothy to house the
farm manager who was lucky to survive. His name was Jack Norman who continued to manage
the farm until ill health forced him to retire. He became seriously ill and was admitted to hospital
and after some time there he spent the rest of his life in a care home.

We believe Caledonian Estates took over

Today the derelict farmhouse has been converted into a private family home with a chalet which is
rented out as an Airbnb.

135




Other interesting articles.

CLASHMORE.

Taking a short cut for the famous Clachan of

Campsie, across the face of Fassis, the hill which
stands between the two glens, we soon fall in
with a large grassy groove or hollow in the hill-
side named Clashmore, which bears a remarkable
resemblance to the dried-up channel of some
yre-historic river. South-east, a little from
ktiowellead Farm, a tiny streamlet, that had
hitberto ran straight down almost from its foun-
tain near the hilltop, here leaps over some rocks
into this hollow basin, which now bends it east-
ward and carries it in its bosom right through the
beautiful pleasure grounds of Ballincleroch
House, tm(i never halts until it has delivered its
bantling burn to the loving embraces of the
Campsie Glazert. Anyone curious enough, and
not afraid of his braces, may see the happy union
consummated any day, from the top of the
boundary wall, in the public road, near the
Campsie parish manse.

We have read somewhere that Belgium had
been at one time the cockpit of Europe, but the
grassy groove of Clashmore has been the cockpit
of the Clachan callants time out of mind.

The word, like most Gaelic place-names, is
made up of an adjective and a noun, viz., Clais,
a ditch, a furrow, a trench, and mor, great, or of
great size. T'hat is * Great trench.”

27/7/1892 Kirkintilloch Herald

As well as being a sheep farm, this article from Kirkintilloch Herald from 3rd of May1911 about
tattie howkin’ would suggest that some of the land was also used for growing potatoes.

KNOWEHEAD FARM

employed 19 diggers of whom 7 were females.
They were housed in an  overcrowded loft
above the barn, without separation of the
sexes. The beddirg consisted of straw, bags,
and rugs. There is a gravitation water
supply. The farm workers’ privy was

by both sexes, and the accommodation was
sufficient. Cooking was done at a fire in a
coal shed, -the accommodation being unsuit-
able. Personal ablutions were performed at a
trough in the courtyard. There were no
special means for clothes drying. Clothes
washing was done in the courtyard, tubs,
pails, etc., being supplied. The duration of
stay was about a fortnight. The accommo-
dation at this farm was found below the
average. A bothy used for taking food in
was in a very dirty state. Intimation under
section 19 of the Public Health Act was gerved
by Mr. Gough on the farmer regarding over-
crowding and the state of the bothy, but the
farmer wes helpless to find a remedy. The
diggers refused to be separated, and refused
to remove into a larger apartment. Some
improvement was made in the condition of
the bothy, but the members of the gang
appeared to have little faith in cleanliness.
'l"u-ro was some delay in intimating the ar-
rival of the diggers, and by the time they
had been visi and intimation served and
a return visit paid by the Sanitary Inspector
the stay of the diggers at the farm was over.
It will be kept under observation next

scason.

Real concern was raised about the conditions this mixed
sex group were living in and it was seen as a
contravention of Section 19 of the Public Health Act.

Robert Glen, the farmer at that time, tried his best and did
manage some improvement but the diggers themselves
seem to have worked against him.

3/5/1911 Kirkintilloch Herald
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Muckcroft Farm

Credit EDC Archives

Karen Kimmett
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Muckcroft Farm, located in Lennoxtown, in the Parish of Campsie, has a history rooted in the
traditional agricultural and "wild" frontier days of the Scottish Lowlands. Historically, it was divided
into Easter Muckcroft, Mid Muckcroft and Wester Muckcroft.

Map of Campsie published 1865
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Here is a breakdown of its historical significance:
The Field of Blood

It is said that a good deal of smuggling used to be carried on in Campsie as it prevailed extensively
all over the country. Finglen was a great location for smugglers, and it is reported that at one time
there could have been as many as seven illicit stills working there which could be detected by the
smoke that they produced.

Local folklore connects East Muckcroft to the "Field of Blood," a site marked on Ordnance Survey
maps. In the early 1800s, cattle raiders (the MacGregors under their assumed name Colquhouns)
reportedly stole livestock and illicit whisky from a local still. They camped in a level field between
East Muckcroft and the New Mill of Glorat, where the local farmers launched a bloody retaliatory
attack while the raiders were asleep or intoxicated, successfully reclaiming their property.
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Historical Name and Evolution

e Etymology: The name likely derives from the Gaelic Muc (pig) and the Scots Croft (a small
farm), essentially meaning "Pig Farm."
e Modern Names: Because of the "muck" association, modern owners eventually renamed
the sites.
o Easter and Mid Muckcroft became Cherrytree Cottage.
o Wester Muckcroft became Lennox Lea Farm.
e Records: The farm appears in land assessment tables as far back as the 16th century
(appearing as Mukrachs or Muckritt in early maps like Blaeu’s and Roy’s Military Survey).

Industrial and Local Context

During the 18th and 19th centuries, the area around Muckcroft transitioned from purely agricultural
to a mix of farming and industry:

e lllicit Distilling: The hills above Muckcroft were notorious for illicit whisky stills. Farmers
sometimes had a "sympathetic" relationship with smugglers, as the high taxes on legal spirits
made the illegal trade a vital part of the local economy.

e Proximity to Lennoxmill: The farm sat on the edge of the industrial boom brought by the
Lennoxmill Calico Print Works in Lennoxtown, which transformed the quiet valley into a
bustling centre of trade.

Note: Historical documents from the 1930s (by Peter Kincaid of Mid-Muckcroft) also link
the nearby lands of Auchenreoch to ancient towers and mansion houses, suggesting the
Muckcroft area was part of a significant network of local estates.

The valuation roll of 1855 documents the proprietor as AF Macintosh.
Tenant farmer at Easter and Mid being George Brown and William Macfarlane at Wester.

The Macintosh family had deep roots in this area, particularly through the famous chemist Charles
Macintosh (inventor of the waterproof fabric). Here is how the details connect:
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Alexander Fisher Macintosh (1795-1862)

Alexander Fisher Macintosh was the son of Charles Macintosh (of Campsie and Dunchattan) and
Mary Fisher. Unlike his father the inventor, Alexander followed a military path:

e Rank: He was a distinguished officer, eventually reaching the rank of General in the British
Army.

e Honours: He was a Knight of the Royal Guelphic Order (KH).

e Legacy: He is often cited in genealogical records of the Campsie area as the heir to the
family's interests following his father's death in 1843.

Muckcroft, Campsie
Muckcroft is a specific locality and former estate within the Parish of Campsie.

e The Estate: Muckcroft was part of the lands held or utilized by the Macintosh family. The
family’s industrial and residential history is tied to the Campsie Alum Works, which Charles
Macintosh helped establish.

e Records: Historical parish records often list "Muckcroft Buildings" or "Muckcroft Cottage" as
residences for workers and prominent families associated with the local estates.

The Family Context

The Macintoshes of Campsie were a branch of the larger Clan Mackintosh. Their specific influence
in Campsie was defined by:

e Industrial Innovation: Transforming the area with chemical works (producing alum and
Prussian blue).

e Land Ownership: Owning significant tracts like Dunchattan and interests in Campsie Glen
and Muckcroft.
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The next proprietor was John King 1789 to 1875

He was one of the best known merchants and a most highly respected citizen, was a native of
Stirling, and was born in 1789. He received his education at the Grammar School in Stirling, entering
that somewhat celebrated academy.

Having a preference for trade life, Mr. King's first situation was in the counting-house of the Hurlet
and Campsie Alum Company at their Hurlet works, near Barrhead, where Mr. John Wilson of
Thornlie, father of the late Mr. George Wilson of Dalmarnock, was managing partner, the other
partners being Mr. Charles Macintosh of Dunchattan, a chemist of more than European reputation,
and Mr. Charles Stirling of Cadder. After a few years spent at Hurlet, in the course of which he
acquired a practical knowledge of the manufacture, besides making himself highly useful in the
mercantile department of the business, he was appointed to the management of the Company's
establishment at Campsie; and while there he devoted himself with unremitting attention to the task
of improving the processes and increasing the various products at the works.

While resident at Campsie much of his leisure was spent in reading, and he thus acquired an
extensive and minute acquaintance of his favourite authors, Shakespeare, Scott, and Cowper. Nor
did he experience the want of intellectual society, for he was much in the company of the Rev. James
Lapslie, the able but eccentric minister of the parish. His special friend, however, was Mr. Dalglish,
afterwards Lord Provost of Glasgow, and father of our late Member of Parliament. Mr. Dalglish took
a paternal interest in Mr. King, and insisted that, as a general rule, he should spend each Sunday
evening in his family circle at Lennoxmill.

In 1825 Mr. King moved to Glasgow, to take the management of the Cudbear Works at Dunchattan,
belonging to Messrs. George Macintosh & Co. This firm having been established in 1777, its name
appears in the first Glasgow Directory (1783). Their works were the first chemical works erected in
Glasgow. The workmen were all Highlanders, most of them ignorant of the English language; and,
except those who were married, they all lived in a barrack within the works, and were supervised
and watched over with something like military strictness. Various subsidiary manufactures were
carried on at different periods, but the staple articles were always "Cudbear" and "Archil." These
dyes were extracted from a whitish lichen imported from Sweden, the Cape de Verde Islands, and
the coast of Peru; and they were formerly in extensive use for colouring woollen and silk fabrics, in
every shade from crimson to purple.

Mr. Charles Macintosh, whose father had died many years before, was at this time (1825) the head
of the firm; and having had ample experience of Mr. King's business capacity and reliability of
character, invited him to assist him in the business of the firm, and after some time made him a
partner, assuming also at the same time George, the elder of his own sons.

On 14th February 1826, Mr. King was married to Miss Christina Macnie, who, like himself, was a
native of Stirling. In 1841 he went to reside at Levernholme, in the parish of Eastwood. This he made
his chief residence during the remainder of his life.

Mr. Charles Stirling died a few years after Mr. King's admission as a partner to the firm of George
Macintosh & Co.; and Mr. Charles Macintosh having died in 1843, and his son George in 1848, the
whole of that business, and of the Hurlet and Campsie Alum Co., passed into the hands of Mr. King.
Owing, however, to the introduction of new brilliant dyes, the use of cudbear, the chief article of
manufacture at Dunchattan, was rapidly going out of use. In consequence, Mr. King closed the
business of George Macintosh & Co. in the year 1851, after it had been carried on for upwards of
70 years. Thereafter he continued to devote the whole of his attention to the business of the Hurlet
and Campsie Alum Co., remaining a partner to the date of his death.
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In 1856 Mr. King purchased from General Alexander Fisher Macintosh, son of his former partner,
Mr. Charles Macintosh, and a full cousin of our distinguished citizen, Sir John Moore, the estate of

Campsie.

Mr. King was a strong Conservative and Churchman. He had no taste for public life. He was,
however, a Director of the Merchants' House and of the Chamber of Commerce and also, at different
times, a Director of the Clydesdale Bank, of the Forth and Clyde Navigation, and of the Glasgow
and South-Western Railway Co.

Mr. King died at Levernholme on 31st October 1875. He was survived by his wife and three sons,
all his partners in business, and by two daughters. His eldest son, Mr. James King of Campsie, has
filled the office of Lord Dean of Glasgow, and also that of Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce,
and is a Deputy-Lieutenant of the county of Stirling.
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One of Muckcroft’s most notable Proprietors

Sir James King, 1st Baronet, FRSE (13 July 1830 — 1 October 1911) was a Scottish businessman
who served as Lord Provost of Glasgow 1886 to 1889. He was Director of the Clydesdale Bank for
over forty years. He was also Chairman of the Caledonian Railway Company. His family motto was
“Honos Industriae Praemium” translated as honour is the reward of hard work/Industry.

The 1885 Valuation Roll of Scotland note Sir James as proprietor of East, Mid and West Muckcroft
farms succeeding his father above.

Sir James King - "King of Campsie", caricature by HCO in Vanity Fair, 1910.

He was born in Glasgow on 13 July 1830 the eldest of seven children to John King of Leverholme
and Campsie, and his wife, Christina McNie. He attended Glasgow High school then Glasgow
University before joining the family business of Hurlet & Campsie Alum Company, in their offices at
77 Union Street in Glasgow. The firm made various raw chemical products, including potash and
alum.

He played a very active part in the life of Glasgow joining the Town Council in 1874 and being
variously Dean of Guild, Chairman of the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, Dean of Faculties at the
University of Glasgow, and Chairman of the Clyde Navigation Trust. He was also Deputy Lieutenant
and a Justice of the Peace for Lanarkshire.

In 1877, he was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. His proposers were William
Thomson, Lord Kelvin, Sir Charles Wyville Thomson, Sir James David Marwick and James Bryce.

He was knighted by Queen Victoria in 1887 following her official visit to the city. In 1888 he oversaw
the Glasgow International Exhibition in his role of Lord Provost. He was then raised to the rank of
Baronet. In 1889 he served on the Royal Commission on the Highlands and Islands and was
involved in paving the way for the Crofters Commission.
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Through the 1880s and 1890s he rented the habitable sections of Bothwell Castle from the Earl of
Home.

In 1910, he had two listed addresses: 115 Wellington Street in Glasgow and Carstairs House.
Carstairs House was later renamed Monteith House in part due to the confusion and stigma for the
similarly named Carstairs Hospital, a hospital once linked with the criminally insane, and itself now
also renamed.

He died on 1 October 1911.
The farm was then owned by Sir James King’s brother, Charles Maclntosh King 1836 to 1920.

Charles Macintosh King (1836—1920) was the younger brother of Sir James King. While Sir James
focused on civic leadership and the family business, Charles established a notable military and
administrative career of his own.

Professional & Civic Life

e Military Rank: He served as an Honorary Colonel in the 4th Volunteer Battalion of the Argyll
& Sutherland Highlanders.

e Public Office: He held several key administrative roles, including Deputy Lieutenant (D.L.)
of Stirlingshire and Justice of the Peace (J.P.) for both Glasgow and Lanarkshire.

Marriage and Family

On 6 June 1867, Charles married Jane Margaret Buchanan, daughter of Andrew Buchanan. They
had a large family of eight children:

Jean Buchanan King (1869-1956)

John King (1870-1890)

Christina Macnie King (1872-1947)

Marion Buchanan King (1874—1946)

Major Andrew Buchanan King (1875-1915): A career soldier who died during World War |I.
Charles Macintosh King Jr. (1876-1964)

Walter Buchanan King (1878—1899)

Robert Buchanan King (1881-1965)

Charles Macintosh King died on 11 February 1920 at the age of 83
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Robert Buchanan King 1881 to 1965
Son of Charles Macintosh King then became proprietor of the farm after his father’s death in 1920.

Robert Buchanan King was the youngest son of Charles Macintosh King and Jane Margaret
Buchanan. Unlike some of his brothers who pursued military careers, Robert established himself in
the legal and civil administration fields in Scotland.

Personal Profile

e Birth: 5 July 1881.

e Death: 7 July 1965, at the age of 84.

e Education: He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) from New College, Oxford
University.

Professional & Civic Life

e Legal Career: He was a practising Advocate, a member of the Scottish bar specializing in
courtroom advocacy and legal opinions.

e Public Office: Following in his father's footsteps, he served as a Justice of the Peace (J.P.)
for Stirlingshire.

Marriage
On 12 January 1917, he married Eliza Margaret Moncrieff, the daughter of Robert Scott Moncrieff.

Robert's life stands in contrast to his brothers Major Andrew Buchanan King, who died from
wounds in World War |, and Lieutenant Walter Buchanan King, who was killed in action during
the Boer War.

Thomas Hodge

Thomas Hodge became the proprietor of Easter and Mid Muckroft in 1925 although he had been a
tenant farmer at Muckcroft since 1915. Wester Muckcroft remained under the ownership of the King
family.

In the context of the King family of Campsie, Thomas Hodge appears as a likely relative through the
family of Sir James King's mother, Christina Macnie. The Hodge and King families were both
prominent in the Campsie and Glasgow industrial and merchant circles during the 19th century.

Thomas Hodge and the King Family

While not a direct sibling of Sir James King, the name Thomas Hodge is found within the extended
family network of the Kings and Macnies:

e Thomas Forrest Hodge (born 1861) was a contemporary within the broader Hodge family
in the region.

e The Hodge family frequently intermarried with prominent local families like the Macnies and
Buchanans, who are central to Sir James King's lineage.

e Records from the Campsie (Milton) area in the 1881 Census list members of the Hodge
family, such as Sarah Hodge, living in the same parish as the King family estates.
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Establishment of The Baronetcy

The baronetcy of King of Campsie was created on 10 October 1888 in the Baronetage of the United
Kingdom, with the title designated "of Campsie, in the county of Stirling". Letters Patent were written
under the Great Seal on 8 October 1888, granting the dignity to Sir James King, Knight Bachelor,
Lord Provost of Glasgow, and the heirs male of his body. This honour recognized King's prominent
public service, particularly his leadership in municipal affairs and contributions to Glasgow's
industrial and civic development, tying the title explicitly to the family's longstanding estates in
Campsie, Stirlingshire, where they had built their fortune in the alum industry.

A key precursor to the baronetcy was King's knighting as a Knight Bachelor in 1887, announced in
August as part of honours for Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee. Serving as Lord Provost from 1886
to 1889, King had overseen significant civic initiatives, including his role as chairman of the executive
council for the Glasgow International Exhibition of 1888, a major event showcasing industrial
progress and attended by royalty. These responsibilities highlighted his dedication to the city's
advancement, aligning with the baronetcy's creation as a reward for such endeavors.

The family's adopted motto upon the baronetcy's establishment, "Honos Industriae Praemium"
(translated as "Honour is the reward of industry"), encapsulated the honour's emphasis on
industriousness, reflecting both King's personal achievements and the family's entrepreneurial
legacy in Scottish manufacturing.

Legacy and Associations

Sir James King, the 1st Baronet, expanded his family's alum business into broader commercial
leadership roles that shaped Glasgow's industrial landscape. He served as a director of the
Clydesdale Bank for over forty years, including twenty-seven years as chairman, contributing to the
institution's growth during Scotland's industrial expansion.[23] Additionally, he chaired the
Caledonian Railway Company until 1908, overseeing key developments in Scotland's transport
infrastructure. King also held the position of president of the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce and
chairman of the Clyde Navigation Trust, roles that influenced trade policies and port operations vital
to the city's mercantile economy

Following King's death in 1911, the family maintained connections to chemicals and transport
sectors, though detailed records of directorships for subsequent baronets remain limited. The 2nd
and 3rd Baronets, Sir John Westall King and Sir James Granville le Neve King, upheld industrial ties
through inherited estates and regional involvement, preserving the family's economic footprint
without assuming prominent public directorships Later generations focused on sustaining these
legacies amid shifting economic conditions.

The Kings' business endeavors significantly bolstered Glasgow's 19th-century economy, particularly
through advancements in alum production—which originated from the family's Hurlet & Campsie
Alum Co.—and railway expansion that facilitated industrial trade. Their contributions to banking and
navigation trusts supported the integration of Scotland's chemical and transport industries,
enhancing regional commerce.

This commercial prominence underpinned the baronetcy's creation in 1888, recognizing King's
services as Lord Provost of Glasgow and his role in economic development. The family's sustained
business influence ensured the title's association with industrial achievement across generations.
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The Farmers of Muckcroft

The first indication we find about farmers in Muckcroft is in an article printed in the Glasgow Herald
in 1820.

Ploughing Muatches.—On Friday the Q.S'th ulnmo,‘
the first Ploughing Match, under the‘appomtmcn.t of
the Campsie Farmers’ Society, took place on th:: t:mn
of Kinkell, Campsic, possessed by John (,a.d\-.r.
"Twenty-seven ploughs started, and. the work w as 1:u |
general so well performed that the judges had consi- |
derable difficulty in deciding the prcf'cr‘cnccs. ! 'ne i
premiums, however, were awarded as follows: viz.,
The first to John Brown, son of Malcom Brown,
farmer, Baleurroch; 2d, to David Russ'c!, servant to

. John Kincaid of Kincaid, Fsq.; .")'q, to llm.n‘m.: A;\-
derson, farmer, Mains; 4th, to Wlllmm‘ Z\.I‘(,ulhic.z.
| son of William M¢Culloch, farmer, Crott-.]uhn‘; 5th,
to James Shearer, servant to John Calder, !.l)i‘li!t?f_,
Kinkell; 6th, to John Brownlie, servant to 'l.?“)c.t
Kincaid, farmer, Garmore; 7 th, to Peter I)xc.\.\nn‘.
servant to William Brown, farmer, allfckcrof‘:; ajm
8th, to William Dick, servant .to William M Kc:‘ln,'
farmer, Muckcroft.—1'he exertions already made ):1
this Society, during the few months that have clu).)s( :
since its forination, for the improvement of various
agricultural objects, merit the highest praise, :*:n:l '(‘.n-
title it to the encouragement and support ol every
person who takes an interest in the agricultural |
prosperity of the parish of Campsie. |
3/3/1820 Glasgow Herald
Here we have Peter Dickson as farm servant to William Brown, farmer of Muckcroft, taking 7t
place in the ploughing competition and William Dick farm servant to William McKean, farmer at

Muckcroft, taking 8" position. This is evidence that Muckcroft Farm is at this stage already in at
least two separate tenancies.

e —— i ————— - — —— -

The following year, in the second ploughing competition, we see the same two men as farmers of

Muckcroft. William Dick, 5 place, is still a farm servant to William McKean and Peter Dickson, 6
place, is a farm servant to William Brown.

¥errie, farmer, Balgrochan; the 5th, to W, Dick,
servant to William M‘Kean, farmer, Muockeroft;
the 6tl, to Peter Dickson, servant to Wi, Brown,
tarmer, Muckerofty the 7thy, to Thomas Anderson, .

2/1/1821 Glasgow Herald
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David Buchanan of Easter Muckcroft won 29 prize for his Ayrshire bull at the Highland Society of
Scotland’s livestock show in Glasgow in 1828. We also see that the two parts of Muckcroft Farm
are now differentiated by name.

'"(iass I.—For the best Ayrshire Bull not under three

ears, i
i!l‘h,e Ist Premium to Mr Malcom Brown of Campsie,
Stirlingshire
2d, %‘o Mr David Buchanan, Easter Muckcroft.
3d, To Mr Andrew M‘Ewan, at Gowston, Stirling-
shire—And the
‘|  4th, To Mr William Reid at Allanton.

27/9/1828 Edinburgh Evening Courant

- —av

In August 1834 the estate of the Lands and Barony of Campsie or Bencloich was advertised for
sale with the proviso that if it did not sell as one lot then it would be further subdivided. The estate
failed to sell at this point, so a further advertisement was placed in the Scotsman in 1835 with a
reduction in the price.

. In the Parish of Campsie. ‘

Lot. 1. The ESTATE or BARONY of CAMP-
SIE, compreliending the Lands of Easter, Wester,
and  Middle MUCKCROFTS, BARRHILL,
MUIRHEAD, FINNIE'S CROFT, TORPHIN,
and part of GREENHEAD, containing about 500
acres Scotch measure, nearly all arable, with the Alum
Mines, Colleries, Ironstone, and Limestone of ths
Estate, and Superiority and Feu-duties of Land, be-
longing in property to the Alum Company. .

Proven rental conform to the existing leases, viz.

Land rents, after deduction of £16,.0, 4d, for pa=

rochial and public burdens, £602 5 5

Alum, Coal, and Lime Rents . G610 0 ¢

Annual Fen.duties, (besides periodical '
duplicand), . . . 1837 2

Together . . £1395 12 7

The proven value of which was £26,918, 13s, 11d;
but now to be exposed at the reduced - o

upset price of . . . . £25500 0 0

30/9/1835 The Scotsman

The estate was purchased by Major General A.F. Macintosh.

In the 1841 census we find William Brown as the farmer at Muckcroft.

Name Age | Occupation

William Brown 65 | Farmer

Elizabeth Brown 55

George Brown 20

William Dickson 35 | Agricultural Labourer
Alexander Dunn 12 | Agricultural Labourer
Catherine Gillies 20 | Farm Servant
Margaret McDonald 20 | Farm Servant

Janet Armour 15 | Farm Servant

Agnes Brown 50 |Ind.

Thomas Buchanan 65 | Agricultural Labourer
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While David Buchanan continued to win prizes for Muckcroft, the only David Buchanan to be found
on the 1841 census was the farmer at Sheilds Farm.

SECOND DIVISION.
For Open Competition. :
Class 3. For the best Mileh Cow—1st; James Clellend, Coat-

Kirkintilloch Cattle Show

bridge, Old Monkland ; 2d, William Hay, Orchardton ; 34, James
Frew of Balqubarrage, Campeie,

Class 2. For the best Cow, bred by exhibitor—1st, William
Hay, Orchardton ; 2d, James Frew of Balqubarrage, Campsis;
3d, David Buchanan, Muckeroft.

29/6/1846 Glasgow Herald

By the 1851 census William Brown had died and his son George had taken over the farm.

George had been born at Muckcroft on the 4™ of September 1816 indicating that his father’s
tenure had been a long one.

1851 Census Easter and Mid Muckcroft

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
Elizabeth Brown Head 64 | Farmer’s widow Strathblane
George Brown Son 34 | Farmer of 160 acres employing | Campsie

2 labourers and one boy
John Campbell Servant 18 | Farm labourer Oban
William Gibb Servant 11 Errand boy Killearn
Margaret Blair Servant 20 | House servant Campsie
Susan Mclnness Servant 25 | Dairymaid Fort Augustus
Barbara Mathieson | Servant 25 | Dairymaid Campbelltown

Separate household on Easter and Mid Muckcroft

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
John Thompson Head 33 | Farm labourer Perthshire
Isabella Thompson | Wife 30 Campsie
Isabella Thompson | Daughter 4 At home Campsie
John Thompson Son 2 Campsie
William Thompson | Son 3 mth Campsie
1851 Census Wester Muckcroft
Name Position Age | Occupation Born
William Macfarlane | Head 64 | Farmer of 60 acres | Campsie
Mary Macfarlane Sister 54 | Housekeeper Campsie
Elizabeth Nelson Servant 44 | House servant Glasgow
Margaret White Servant 17 | Farm servant Paisley
Agnes White Servant 13 | Farm servant Paisley

George Brown married Isabella Buchanan on the 14t of June 1859 in Campsie.
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The railway which had been built through the farm offered a ready means of transport for crops
and livestock.

4'” hEs s gALE OF GROWING TURNIPS, -
1 o JTHETARM OF BASY MUCICROFT, 'CAMBPSII,

h(.h sy i
: EN. ALRES of: (wROWIWG TURNIPS :
i B ‘Aberdech Purple aud Green '.Lop Yollows, in. Lots to suit
Purchasersi-an excellent crop. - -
... The Glasgow and Usmpsie, ‘BranohLing of Rail\vay rung through |
the ¥arm, -and the E\posm 4vill Caxb. the Turnips to a siding 1n
_tonnectionwith the Farm*dn said ‘Railway, thorcby afforiting o
i‘;!l'::d tln;lsl%sg.l of sa%_gl Cro tt])dGIasrzow Gowfeeﬂers, ealevsy, and
nm{.{hhourhoogme in Kirkintilloeh, Campsie, and surrounding
Sale on Tuesday, 15th Nav,, 1859, at Twelve o'clock Noon,
i QRIQHT?N, &uction;:m Coathridge

-~ f"""‘"" L me

9/11/1859 Glasgow Herald

By the 1861 census George was recorded as living at Mid Muckcroft

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
George Brown Head 44 | Farmer of 60 acres | Campsie
Isabella Brown Wife 28 Campsie
Jane Brown Daughter 1 Campsie
Margaret Graham | Servant 21 Dairy servant Eaglesham
Mary Allison Servant 14 | Domestic servant Avonside
John Clark Servant 16 | Ploughman Dumbarton

In the 1865 valuation roll it would seem that the land of Wester Muckcroft had been split with
Andrew Forgie farming the land of Barrhill and part of Wester Muckcroft and Andrew Hosie farming
the remaining land of Wester Muckcroft. No tenant is shown for Easter Muckcroft yet, there is an
interesting find in the 1861 census.

1861 census Muckcroft (Could this be Easter Muckcroft?)

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
Archibald Couper | Head 66 | Farmer of 153 acres | Eastwood
employing 6
labourers and 1 boy
Thomas Couper Son 37 | Farmer’s son Eastwood
Janet Couper Daughter in 28 Kirkintilloch
Law
Archibald Couper | Grandson 6 Old Monkland
Thomas Couper Grandson 5 Old Monkland
William Couper Grandson 3 Old Monkland
Jessie Couper Granddaughter 1 Campsie
Ann Shanker Servant 24 | Dairymaid Pollockshaws
Jean Campbell Servant 12 | Nurse Eaglesham
Charles Colston Servant 25 | Ploughman Paisley
William Craig Servant 18 | Ploughman Inchinnan
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The theory that this was, in fact, Easter Muckcroft is confirmed by the birth announcement in the
Stirling Observer.

10/9/1863 Stirling Observer

In 1866, a field at Easter Muckcroft was used by the local Territorial Battalions for formal drill
practice.

24/5/1866 Stirling Observer
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A report of the death of William Macfarlane in 1867 perhaps explains the strange division of the
land of Wester Muckcroft in the 1865 valuation roll. William had given up farming due to his
advanced age but continued to live in the farmhouse until his death.

At Muckeroft, Campsie, on the 16th inst., Wm. M*Farlane,
Esq., aged 86 years.
20/2/1867 Glasgow Evening Post

Following William'’s death, Wester Muckcroft was formally amalgamated with Barrhill Farm.

1871 Easter Muckcroft Census

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
Thomas Couper Head 47 | Farmer of 153 acres | Eastwood
Janet Couper Wife 39 Kirkintilloch
William Couper Son 13 | Scholar Old Monkland
Jessie Couper Daughter 11 Scholar Campsie
Mary Couper Daughter 9 Scholar Campsie
Margaret Couper Daughter 7 Scholar Campsie
Jeannie Couper Daughter 4 Campsie
Thomas Couper Son 1 mth Campsie
Agnes Couper Daughter 1 mth Campsie
David Forrester Servant 26 | Farm servant Campsie
George Sevrie Servant 20 | Farm servant Kilpatrick
Mary McCallan Servant 20 | Farm servant Newport
1881 Easter Muckcroft Census

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
Thomas Couper Head 57 | Farmer of 1563 acres | Eastwood

employing 4 men

and 1 girl
Janet Couper Wife 48 | Farmer’s wife Kirkintilloch
William Couper Son 23 | Ploughman Old Monkland
Jessie Couper Daughter 21 Farmer’s daughter Campsie
Maggie Couper Daughter 17 | Farmer’s daughter Campsie
Agnes Couper Daughter 7 Scholar Campsie
Mary Couper Daughter 1 Campsie
John Scott Servant 23 | Farm servant Glasgow
John Stark Servant 17 | Farm servant Glasgow
David Herdman Servant 15 | Farm servant Cadder
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A Sunday School outing was held at Easter Muckcroft in the Summer of 1885.
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15/8/1885 Stirling Observer
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There was a bit of trouble with the law in when the milk cart knocked down a pedestrian in 1886.

TORRANCE.

DavaGes For BEING KNoCKED DowN BY A
MiLk CART.—Some time ago an action was raised
in the Stirling Sheriff Court at the instance of
James M:Kechnie, Torrance of Campsie, against |
‘Thomas Cowper, farmer, .\luckcmft,. Lennox- |
town. claiming £30 damages for injuries alleged
to have been sustained by him in February last,
owing to a milk-cart belonging to the defender,
and driven by a boy, knocking him down on the
public road, between ‘Torrance of Campsic and
Glasgow. The defence was that the pursuer
was in the middle of the road when the milk-
cart came up, and did not move into the foot-
path when the driver gave him warning. It was
also denied that he was knocked down by the
cart. Sherifi-Substitute Mitchell has issued an
interlocutor deciding in favour of pursuer, and
fixing the damages at £10, with expenses of
Process.

21/7/1886 Kirkintilloch Herald

Thomas Couper died, aged 63, of pneumonia at East Muckcroft Farm on the 10™ of July 1887. His
son William registered his death.

LENNOXTOWN.

Deati oF Mi TroMas Couvrtr.—The death is
announced of Mr Thomas Couper, farmer, Fast
Muckeroft, after a few days'illness. Mr Couper
had been for many years tenant of Muckcroft
Farm, on Sir James King's estate, Campsie,
and was well known and highly esteemed in the
district as a practical farmer. He was for some
time a member of the Parochial Board, and was
recently appointed an elder in the Established
Church, Campsie. He leaves a widow and
several of a family to mourn his loss.

13/7/1887 Kirkintilloch Herald

Thomas’s son, William, took over the running of the farm.
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1891 East Muckcroft Census

Name Position Age | Occupation Born

William Couper Head 33 | Farmer Old Monkland
Janet Couper Mother 58 | Farmer’s mother Kirkintilloch
Jessie Couper Sister 30 | Farmer’s sister Campsie
Maggie Couper Sister 26 | Farmer’s sister Campsie
Agnes Couper Sister 17 | Farmer’s sister Campsie
Mary Couper Sister 11 Scholar Campsie
Robert Niblock Servant 16 | Farm servant Dumbarton
Robert Simpson Servant 17 | Farm servant Glasgow
Edmund Elliot Servant 15 | Farm servant Whitburn

On the 22" of June 1897 Queen Victoria celebrated her diamond jubilee. This was the first time
that a monarch had reigned for 60 years, so celebrations were held across the country. East
Muckcroft was at the Centre of Campsie’s event.

LENNOXTOWN.

The celehration in Campsie took the form of a
aaais o Valcatiom: tho hooal Lok
companies of Volunteers, the
Freemasons, Shepherds, and Rechabites,
children ut::dh:. the '"“.thmu‘. the
town to a fleld on Muckcroft Farm, where, after
& feu-de jois had been fired by the Volunteers,
and the ** National Anthem” sung, the children
were plentifally supplio! with refreshments, ~ach
bein .I:‘o ‘ vithsJ-bilo:‘:uhl. Pm

music were engaged, sports
races were afterwards held. The town was
decorated. A large bonfire was kindled at
;t‘&iehm'o Caira, the highest point on

fi

23/6/1897 North British Daily Mail

The turnip pilfering which seemed to affect all the local farms hit Muckcroft in 1899.

"7 A WARNING TO BOYS.

Patrick Dempsie, printfield worker, son of Wm.
Dempsie, Lockhart's Lane, Lennoxtown, was
charged with having on 16th Sept., in a field on
East Muckcroft Farm, maliciously pulled up two
growing turnips. Accused pled guilty.

27/9/1899 Kirkintilloch Herald

LOUGHMAN (married) Wanted; steady, experienced
man.—Apply, personally, Couper, Muckeroft, Lennox-
town.

27/11/1900 Glasgow Herald
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1901 East Muckcroft Census

Name Position Age | Occupation Born

William Couper Head 43 | Farmer Old Monkland
Janet Couper Mother 65 | Farmer’'s mother Kirkintilloch
Jessie Couper Sister 36 | Assisting on farm Campsie
Maggie Couper Sister 32 | Assisting on farm Campsie
Agnes Couper Sister 25 | Assisting on farm Campsie
Mary Couper Sister 22 | Domestic servant Campsie
Robert Ballantyne | Servant 21 Ploughman Hamilton
Robert Ballie Servant 20 | Ploughman Glasgow

A rather damp Sunday School picnic took place at the farm in 1903.

S.8. EXCURSION. -On Saturday afternoon
the members and others of the Sabbath Mission
School, managed by Mr James Gardner, held
their summer outing. 'Lhe young people met at ‘
the old Subscription Schoolhouse where, after
being arranged. they n.arched to Mr Cooper’s
farm at Muckeroft, where milk and other re-
freshments were abundantly served out, after
which the usual outdoor games passed the time
until tea was ready. Unfortunately, just as
this was being served rain began to fall, which
to a certain extent spoiled the pleasure of
this good old annual. Nevertheless the full
programme was gone through. The turnout
was fairly good. The party returned about 7

o'clock. ~ Mr Gardner deserves the hichest
 prai~e for the splendid work carried en by
him amongst the rising generatios.

29/11/1903 Kirkintilloch Herald

Horror was about to affect the family as William committed suicide.

A

MILTON OF CAMPSIE.

Svicipe.—On Friday morning the district was
startled by the report that Mr William Couper,
farmer, Muckeroft, had committed suicide by
shooting himself witb a gun. The report proved to
be true, the unfortunate man having been found
lying on the road leading to his farm between six
and seven o’clock that morning with a discharged
gun beside him. Cowper, who was about forty
years of age and unmarried, had been troubled a
good deal lately. He had borrowed the gun from
a neighbouring farmer the previous day on the plea
that he was going to shoot some crows. The gun
had evidently been discharged by the foot pressin
the trigger, and the contents of the gun entere
just at the right temple. Life was guite extiact
when the body was found.

15/7/1904 Kirkintilloch Gazette
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William took his own life on the 8™ of July 1904 on a service road between Antermony Road and
East Muckcroft. He was 46 years old.

East Muckcroft Farm was almost immediately taken over by John Macgilvray who had been the
tenant farmer at Barrhill and West Muckcroft Farm.

His son, Charles, received a very highly commended for his bantam cock at the Glasgow
Ornithology Society show.

Game bantam cock, black or brown red—1 and
two specials N. Taig, Waterside; 2 Joseph M¢Adamn,
Milton of Campsie; 3 Jaaes I. Little, Inasbridge,
Kilsyth ; vhe Charles M*Gilvray, Muckcroft, Len-
noxtown ; he and ¢ Robert Kemp, Cawdec Mill,

Torrance,
30/12/1904 Kirkintilloch Gazette

His daughter won first prize for her flour scones at the Campsie Glen show in 1906.
Flour scones—1 Miss M‘Gillivray, Muck-

croft, Lennoxtown; 2 W. Graham, 3 Miss
Russell, Kettlehill, Milngavie. :

15/6/1906 Milngavie and Bearsden Herald

There was panic when Annie and Flora Macgilivray disappeared in 1906.

DISAPPEARANCE OF CAMPSIE GililS,
Kilsyth, Friday.—Consideraule nneasine:s |
has heen occasioned by the dizappearance ol
Elizabeth, uzed foncteen, and ¥lora, aged
eleven, daughters of Mr Mogilwar. farmer, |
Muckeroft, Campsic.  About five o'clock on
Wednesday they were sent on messages to
Lennostown. Later in the evening they
left by train, but ~ince thut no trave of them
has been obtzined. Thove is no reason for
their disappearanee.  Up to this forencon no

word of the girls was secured. Inquiries
to-day are heing made at the houses of rela-
tives.

24/11/1906 Greenock Telegraph and Clyde Shipping Gazette

There was no further reporting on this incident so it must be assumed that the girls were found
safe and well.

There was a R.C. Congregational Picnic held on the farm in 1907.

R.C. CoxcrecaTionarn Pic-xwe. — This
annual outing was held on Saturday after.
noon, when the company marched in pro.
cessional order headed by the Milton Band
to Muckeroft Farm, where an enjoyable time
was spent in sport and dancing.

23/8/1907 Kirkintilloch Gazette
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The Macgilvray’s time at East Muckcroft came to an end in 1910 when a displenishing sale was
held.

A
lel'Lb. ISHIN J ALE

of the whole g ]
Farm Stock, Crop, Implements, ete., at -
i
FAST MUCKCROFT FARM, LENNOXTOWN, | si
= T - - o Ct
On FRIDAY, 26th AUGUST, at 11 a.m. 1
7 Horses, 18 Cattle, 40 head Poultry, 2 Pigs, 39 é
eores Growing Oats, 3 acres Wheat, 3 acres Tur- | »
n p~ 15 acres Potatoes, 65 ricks Hayv: also, large | 7,
<cortment of usual Farm Implements, Stable and | -
Dairy Utensils, ete. (
HE Subscribers have received instructions from | =
Robert T. Dunlop. Esq., Accoumtant, 58 o
tenfield Street, Glasgow, Trustee on  the Trust i

E<tate of Mr. Johu M'Gilvrayv. East Muckeroft
Farm, Lennoxtown. to Sell as above, consisting of : I
STOCK. \
i5 Cows, 2 Calves, 1 Bull Stirk, 1 Pony, 1 Black | {
\Mare. 1 Chestuut Mare, 1 Black Horse, Mare and }
Foal. 1 Two-vearv-old Colt. 2 Pigs, 40 head Poultry. (
CROP. '

39 acres Corn. 3 acres Wheat, 3 acres Swedish !
and Yellow Turnips. 15 acres Potatoes, 63 ricks | §
Hay. I

INPLEMENTS. '

1 Close-bodied Cart. Pony Trap, Milk Van, 2].
«ts Harvest Capes, Potato Digger, 2 Waggons, 2| |
Reapers and Mowers, Seli-Binder, Grindstone, 21
«ets Harrows, Turnip Barvow, old Threshing Mill
and Gearing, 2 Ladders, 4 Ploughs, sét Chain |
Harrows. set Saddle Harrows, Barbed Wire, Brake | (
Harrow. number of Stack Props, Meat Cooler, 2 }
Pails, Grubber. 2 Scythes, Corn Chest, 2 sets Cart | .
Harness, Hav Rake. Hay Slipe, set Trees, 2
Grubbers, <et Van Harness, set Pony Harness,
Henhouse on Wheels, Churn, Milk Ihshes, Meal '
Girnal, Forks, Graips. F.'.('.. Ete. l

Note.- The Grazing on the Farm will be Let

till November.

Muckeroft Farm 1= quite near  Leunoxtown
Station.  Trains leave Queen Street (HL.) at 8
and 10.20 a.m,

PAUL and MILLER,
Auctioneers,
Anction Mart, Dumbarton. ‘

24/8/1910 Kirkintilloch Herald
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Thomas Hodge was the next and final tenant of East Muckcroft.

1911 Census East Muckcroft

Name Position Age | Occupation Born
Thomas Hodge Head 43 | Farmer Slamanan
Jeanie Hodge Wife 32 Lennoxtown
William Scott Nephew 3 Longriggend
John Ferguson Servant 24 | Ploughman Longriggend
John Shane Servant 18 | Ploughman Kirkintilloch

He was soon making his mark at the local shows.

5(,‘AM1’SIE, STRATHBLANE, AND

BALDERNOCK.

Campsie, Sirathblane, and Baldernock Agriculs
| tural Society held their annusl show on the Dooki-
. Park, Milogavie, ou Saturday, under the most

favourable weather conditions, The total entriet
- were : —Cattle, 87 ; horses, 102 ; sheep, 45 ; dogs, 14;
| butter, etc , 33.  The principal prize-winners were:
' CATTLE,

Cow in milk, three years old and upward - Robert
i Stewart, Craigiclea, Milngavie. )
| Cow in calf or milk -Thowss Hulge, Muckcroft,
| Lennoxtuwu,

Cow in calf or milk, two years old —Jolhn Wilsou,
Keystone, Milngavie,

Commercial cow,
Kessington, Bearsden,

Cow, not in milk bat apparently in cali—John

Wallace
upwards—M, M‘Keich, |

|
?

any breed—=Johu Wallace,

Bull, .tvo years old and
Balcarroeh, Campsie Glen,

16/6/1911 Kirkintilloch Gazette

He seemed to also grow giant potatoes!

BIG POTATO.—The season has been most |
marked by the enormous growths among the
vegetables, and the big spuds secured at vari-
ous places have been reported. ILast week, on
Muckcroft Farm (Mr. T. Hodge's), the howkers
lifted one which weighed a few ounces over

2 1bs. At one end it showed a likeness to a
pig’s head. The tuber was of the Queen
variety.

1/11/1911 Kirkintilloch Herald
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Jeanie Hodge proved her worth in the butter making competition in 1912.

BUTTER-MAKING.—At the Glasgow Agrni-
cultural Society's Show last week, Mrs. Thomas
Hodge, Muckcroft Farm, was awarded fifth
prize in the butter-making competition. This
1s most creditable when we censider the large
number of entries.

10/6/1912 The Scotsman

Thomas won a number of prizes at the Killearn Cattle Show.

SABINGE I e

AGRICULTURAL.—Among _the local ex-
hibitors and prize-winners at Killearn Cattle
Show last Friday were :—Mrs. Thos. Hodge,
Muckcroft ‘Farm, who secured first prize for
catcakes and also first prize for scones. In the
butter section she was awarded third and
fourth prizes. Mr. Thomas Hodge, Muckcroft
Farm, ild a number of exhibits, his prizes
being :—Cow in milk, 4th; cow in call and
milk bred by exhibitor, and; best pair of
animals any breed, 4th; and for best animal
of Ayrshire breed bred by exhibitor, 3rd. Mr.
Peter Connell, Bencloich Farm, secured the
following prizes :—Yeld mare three years old
and upwards, 4th; colt or gelding one year old,
4th; gelding two gears. old, 4th; pony, not ex-
ceeding 14.2 hands high, driven in harness,
and. Mrs. Gray, Baldorran, showed a filly
one year old, being awarded fourth prize.

9/8/1912 Milngavie and Bearsden Herald

This carried on year after year with Thomas winning prizes for his cattle and Jeanie winning prizes

for her butter and baking. This continued throughout the Great War although Jeanie had to adapt
her recipes to use less butter.

They regularly contributed eggs for wounded soldiers.

Disaster struck in 1915 when 20 acres of potatoes were destroyed by an unexpected heavy frost.
In a time when food was scarce this was a difficult loss.

.

RUINED POTATOES.—l.ast Tuesday the |
petate diggers from Ireland enmiploved by the
W holesa'e Co-operative Society, who had been
I fting potatoes on Muckeroft Farm, leit for
their homes in the Green Isle. There are still
twenty acres of potatoes at Muckcroft, which
have been destroved by the severe frost. At
such a time as this, when food prices are, so
high, such an accurrence is painful,

it e s — ——————

1/12/1915 Kirkintilloch Herald

With the war over, Thomas and Jeanie returned to winning prizes for cows and baked goods at
almost every agricultural show in the area.
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By 1920 Jeanie’s chicken flock numbers had recovered enough that she was able to offer some
for sale.

Iﬂ()‘l{ SALE, strong, healthy, hen-hatched

Mixed Chicks from now cnwards, 17/-
dozen at farm.— Apply, Hodge, Muckcroft
IFarm, lLennoxtown.

12/5/1920 Kirkintilloch Herald

Thomas also managed to return to selling his horses which was something that had been severely
restricted during the war as so many horses were required at the front.

HORSE SALE.—At the big horse sale at
I.anark last week, Jhe following local farmers
dispcsed of horses :—Fillies—Mr. John Fer-
guson, Muirhead Farm, £17; Mr. John
Hodge, T.ochmill Farm, /21. Colts—Mr.
Thomas Hodge., Muckcroft Farm, /24; Mr.
John Hodge, Lochmill, /£26. Three-year-old
mare—Mr. Peter Connell, Balgrechan, /48.
Mr. Connell also disposed of a two.year-old
| mare at £40.

20/10/1920 Kirkintilloch Herald

1921 Census East Muckcroft

Name Position Age | Occupation Born

Thomas Hodge Head 53 | Farmer Slamanan
Jeanie Hodge Wife 43 | Home duties Lennoxtown
William Scott Nephew 13 | Scholar Longriggend
Elizabeth Connell | Visitor 50 Campsie
Agnes Hamilton Servant 50 | Dairymaid New Monkland
John Ferguson Servant 30 | Ploughman Longriggend

At some point between 1920 and 1925 Thomas purchased East Muckcroft Farm from Robert
Buchanan King and became the proprietor of his own farm.

Thomas and Jeanie continued to win prizes in every show they entered until, it suddenly came to
an abrupt end in June 1931. Thomas’s health had started to fail rapidly.

Thomas died, aged 67, on the 20" of February 1934 at Muckcroft Farm.

Jeanie lived for another 31 years and died, aged 88, in 1965 in Dollar.
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Muirhead Farm

Copyright Chris Upson. Licenced for reuse under Creative Commons Licence

1855-present

Allan Park
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The farmlands are situated to the higher ground on the South of Lennoxtown known locally as
“The Southbraes.”

Muirhead farm is still in existence and has a steading for horses. The picture was taken in 2016.

The name Muirhead is likely because of the location- meaning head or top of the moor. (There are
many farms across Scotland called Muirhead. It is also an ancient Scottish surname). On Roy’s
lowlands military map 1752 -1755 there is “Muirhead of Muckritt” and also “Muirhead of
Balgrachan recorded in what appears to be in same area as the farms noted below (found in
National Library of Scotland archives). The area has been farmed for a longer period than
discussed below, and names of farms change over the period, as well as that of proprietor and
tenants. It also looks like over time the boundaries changed with additional parts of other farm e.g.
Newlands being incorporated. Basic information has been gathered from valuation roles available
from 1855 - 1940, as well as census information found in Scotland’s People. Additional material
was researched from various newspaper articles found via Find My Past.

There were periods of short term lets of various grassparks for grazing cattle, so the census and
valuation roles will not have captured all who farmed at Muirhead farms. A typical notice of auction
is shown below The Kirkintilloch Herald published an advert for let of 10 grass parks in the farm for
grazing cattle by auction on 10th May 1893. Fields appear to have been auctioned for each
grazing season and so tenants could potentially change frequently with tenants farming across
different farms depending on need for, availability of, and success at auction for leasing the fields.

"LET OF GRASS PARKS
ON CAMPSIE ESTATE.

The undernoted Grass Parks, in the FARM OF MUIR-
HEAD, near Lennoxtown, will be Let for this
Season’s Grazing by PUBLIC AUCTION,

ON SATURDAY, 13ru MAY.

' Roup to begin at Muirhead Farm Steading at 12 o'clock
noon.

OHN ANDERSON, AUCTIONEER, has
received Instructions to Let, as above, the under-

pnoted Parks:—
1. BARN PARK, Old Pasture, 6} Acres or thereby.
2. BLACK SHOTTS, i 9 o
3. MAILLEN KNOWES, ,, 15 ~
4, BOG PARK, 4 o
5. GLENWHAPPLE PARK
Old Pasture, - 8} i

6. SHEEP PARK—Old Pas—
ture, 2 acres; Stubble, 6

acres, - - - -
7. QUARRY PARK, 2nd Year's

"

Ryegrass, 5 o
8. WEb’I‘ER CROFT Old

Pasture, - - 11 ¥
9. BORE PARK old Puture 18 o
10. OFFICERS’ MUIR, 9 - 15§ o

These Parks are not fenced for Sheep, and will be let
for Grazing Cattle only, except Nos. 9 and 10, in
which Cattle and Horses may graze. The Steading
and Offices are also to be Let, for which Offers will be
received at CAMPSIBE ALUM WoORKS, LENNOXTOWN.

JOHN ANDERSON, Aucuoneer, erkmtllloch

The K|rk|nt|lloch Herald May10 1893
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The following table attempts to show who owned the farms and who some of the tenants were
over the period from 1855 - 1940 according to valuation roles and census information. It is
possible that some tenants farmed the area but lived on houses in nearby farms or that tenant in
that house was not doing the farming at Muirhead Farm

Farm of Muirhead Muirhead Farm
1855 Maj Gen AF | Evan JLK Lennox | Robert Hosie
Valuation | Maclintosh MacDonald
Census John Robert Hosie
1861 Hamilton
1865 John King Andrew John King John King
Valuation Buchanan occupier
Census Not found Duncan
1871 Stewart
(Newlands)
1875 John King John Craig The Hon Duncan *Lands and
Valuation |* Charles Stewart steadings of
Spenser Muirhead
Baton
Harbury
Kincaid
Lennox
Census John Craig Duncan
1881 Stewart
1885 Sir James Evan Mrs Cecilia | Duncan *Noted as
Valuation |King MacDonald | Peareth Stewart grasslands of
* Lennox Muirhead
1891 Duncan
Stewart
1895 Sir James Mrs Ellen Mrs Cecilia John King
King Stewart Peareth
widow Lenox
(house)
1901 James John King Muirhead
McElfrish Farm and
Newlands
farm
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Farm of Muirhead

Muirhead Farm

1905 Sir Baronet | James Mrs Cecilia | John King Grasslands
James King | McElfrish Peareth and House of
Lennox Muirhead
1911 James Main
1915 Charles John William P William Farm
Mclintosh Ferguson George George Muirhead
King Peareth Peareth and Farm
Kincaid Kincaid Muirhead
Occupier and
T William Newlands
Aitken
1920 Robert John Wm George | Thomas As above
Buchanan Ferguson Peareth Spottiswood
King Kincaid
Lennox
1925 Robert John Robert John Farm
Buchanan Ferguson Buchanan Ferguson Muirhead
King King and Two
parks
Lennoxtown
1930 Robert William Robert William One farm
Buchanan MacKerrow | Buchanan Mac Kerrow | now
King King “Muirhead”
1935 Robert William Robert William
Buchanan MacKerrow | Buchanan MacKerrow
King King
1940 Robert William Robert William
Buchanan MacKerrow | Buchanan MacKerrow
King King

One of the earlier tenants of The Farm of Muirhead listed above was John Hamilton. In the 1861
census he was recorded as aged 43, born in Stonehouse and was a farmer of 100 acres
employing one dairymaid. His wife was Janet Gilmour (43) from Mains in Ayrshire. Domestic
servant was Marjorie Anderson who was born in Clackmannanshire. Dairy farming seems to be
consistent throughout the period. This is the bigger of the two farms and much of the land was
used for grazing. Tenants of both farms appear to have changed frequently.
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On the other farm Muirhead was Robert Hosie who was noted on the 1861 census as aged 76,
born in Eastwood, and a farmer of 80 acres employing two men. Ploughman John Anderson (21)
born in Kirkintilloch and Robert McKean (45), a widower born in Ireland, a farm servant, were also
recorded in the house. His wife Agnes (69) born in Mearns and daughter Mary (47) born in
Campsie were assisted by domestic servant Ann Buchanan also born in Campsie aged 13 Andrew
Hosie a 16 year old mason born in Campsie was listed as a boarder and was perhaps a relation.

Andrew Buchanan was the occupier of Farm and parts of Muirhead in the 1865 valuation but no
information was found of him being in Campsie on the censuses of 1861 or 1871.

Duncan Stewart was a tenant farmer born in Callander and on the 1881 census he was 75 years
old and a farmer of 400 acres employing one man and two girls so assume he had a large dairy
herd. He lived with his wife Helen (47) born in Fintry, 3 daughters (22, 14, 11) and 2 grandsons
(5&6). His farm servant was Duncan Ewing (33) and a visitor was a sculptor named James Ewing
from Fintry. Both Robert Hosie and Duncan Stewart were working in their mid 70s in days when
state pensions were still to be introduced. It is unlikely that they lived in times of having days off far
less holidays and so farmed their whole life as was common. Mr Stewart died in 1885 before
the1885 valuation, and it is noted that his widow then lived in a farmhouse on another farm. It is
possible that proprietors felt some responsibility for their tenants and a widow was given an
available home. It is interesting to note that an Evan MacDonald is living in the house 30 years
after Evan MacDonald had been a tenant farmer there. No census records were found for Evan
living in Campsie or perhaps he just wanted to return. The house rather than the farm was
advertised in 1896 in the Kirkintilloch Herald and maybe it was common practice to rent out a
house separately from the farm. The proprietor John King, appeared to actually, occupy Lands and
part of Muirhead in 1865. He was a merchant from Glasgow and was proprietor of an extensive list
of properties including mines of coal, lime and ironstone, alum ore, lands and farms of Muckcroft
and West Muckcroft , steadings of Muckcroft Torphin and Finniescroft, as well as woodlands in
Campsie.

John Craig was the tenant in 1875 to John King. He is described as a farmer of 130 acres (larger
than previous tenancies) and employed one man and one boy. He was 42 and was born in
Dunlop. His wife Janet Whitely, 34, was born in Neilston as were their 3 sons Robert,14, John 12,
and William 10. Daughter, Janet, was born in Eastwood while a son James aged 5 and two
daughters Agnes 3 and Elisabeth 172 were born in Campsie. Farm servant John Smith age 44 was
born in Baldernock.

The farms during the period covered have remained in the King family. Robert Buchanan King was
an advocate who died at The Port of Menteith aged 84. He was the son of Charles MclIntosh King
a merchant and Jane Margaret King nee Buchanan. From various articles and adverts in papers
over the years it looks like the farms had some mixed farming with ideal conditions for dairy
farming. Transport links by train and road were highlighted as advantageous



S'l‘IRLINGSH:'I‘RE.
CAMPSIE ESTATE.

TO LET, the FARM of MUIRHEAD, in the Parish of
Campsie, - - s

The Yarm extends to about 118 Acres, and is well
suited for Dairy Purposes, for which it is cxcellently
-siluated, being about 1 Mile from Lennoxtown and within
5 minutes by raill from Glasgow. Entry at Martinmas
926 to Houses and Lands. The present Tenant bas given
notice of termination of his temancy as at that term. Mr
Willlam Mathewson, Whitehil, Lennoxtown, will show
the Roundariez on receiving cre day's notice. For further
information apply fo R, & J. M, HILL BROWN & CO.,
Writers, 41 West George Strect, Glasgow, who will exhibit
tho Condltions of Let, and by whom Offers will be received
up to 11th October 1926.

e

The Scotsman 22" September 1926

There was also mention of oats growing well on farms in Lennoxtown particularly on South side
(The Stirling Observer 10 September 1885).

Farmers would have grown crops to feed both themselves and the animals. Surplus would go for
sale at markets and farmers could sell to English markets also (after Act of Union in 1707).
Markets were established as regular meetings where business was carried out for both buying and
selling. Farmers had competitions to show animals livestock and produce. Newspapers were a
source of information about the state of farming across the country, and no doubt farmers
exchanged notes at these markets.

The farming community seems to have been sociable and the tradition of welcoming new tenants
to the area with a “love darg” is a common tradition. This is when neighbouring farmers offer their
labour for a day and enhances community spirit.

Mr Mains, for example, was welcomed with a dozen ploughs in 1911.

"c'\i' E'_\l\'(, l:v" 11e W wenant o \] .}.’
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. 38 |
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Nature r outd r WOrk

The Kirkintilloch Herald 18 March 1914

His successor, Mr Ferguson, had a welcome of 16 ploughs in 1914. He remained as a tenant for
13 years and for the latter part was farming across both farms after Thomas Spottiswood who in
the 1921 census was 54 and a visitor to Lochgreen Farm, Falkirk and described as a farmer.

169



His wife made the papers Kirkintilloch Gazette 14 November 1919 when she was fined £5 with
profiteering by over charging for eggs!

At Stirling last week Sheriff Substitute
J. Dean Leslie imposed a fine of £5
on Mrs Janet Hodge or Ferguson, wife
of John Ferguson, farmer, Muirhead
Farm, Lennoxtown, for selling one doz-
en fresh eggs at 6s, being a price in
excess of the maximum price of §s6d
per dozen fixed by the Egg Prices Or-
der, 1918.

Kirkintilloch Gazette 14 November 1919

William MacKerrow farmed the amalgamated farm some time after 1925, but no information was
found for him on the census or in newspapers.

Farms were commonly in the papers locally and nationally which gives information on the type of
farm it was. Muirhead has articles about sales of horses or pigs for example, Mr McKerrow had 12
piglets for sale in 1935, so it was more than a dairy farm but dairy farming has been noted
throughout.

James McElfrish who died in 1907 was noted as a dairy farmer on his death certificate. The farms
extended in size as part of Newlands Farm was incorporated and in the 1871 census, tenant,
Duncan Stewart, was a farmer of 200 acres, doubling this to 400 by the 1881 census (at age 75)
with John Craig on the first farm farming 130 acres.

Earlier census information often records the number of acres farmed by tenant and number of men
and women employed. It is more difficult to find the number of acres farmed in later years. By
1930 the two farms had amalgamated into one Muirhead farm. It has adapted and survived well
and still exists today, currently as a steading for horses.

Farms have been places where folk have worked very hard in often extreme conditions. This may
have helped develop social functions of the farm. The love dargs appear to be common in the area
with folk giving a day’s labour then enjoying eating and socialising to welcome new tenants.
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Muirhead farm also hosted community events with Campsie young men having a picnic there as
early as 1889 for example.

Y.M. AssociatioN Pic-Nic.—The members of
Campsie Young Men's Association had a pleasant
outing together on Saturday afternoon, at Muir-
head farm. After a refreshment of curds and
cream, an adjournment was made to a park close
by, where football and cricket were the order
of the day for two hours. ‘The party then
gathered together again at the house, where a
most excellent tea was partaken of, prepared by
Mrs M‘Iver, the present occupant of the farm-
house, who promoted the comfort of her guests
in every possible way. . A few hours were spent
round the social board, the chair during this

rt of the proceedings being occupied by Mr

Vm. Brown, Todhill, who, in the course of a
few remarks, gave some reminiscences of former
gatherings of the association and of its member-
ship in bygone days. The remainder of the
time was pleasantly taken up with conversation,
music, reciting, &c.

Kirkintilloch Herald 10™ July 1889

Sometimes there were disputes like that noted below about right of way but more often farmers
realised the need to work together.

A RIGHT-OF-WAY,

The Clerk to the Campsie District
Council took up with Sir. Currie,
Muirhead Farm, the question of the
right-of-way past Finniescroft Farm,
through the woods recently felled, and
alongside the field to Glen Whapple
Road, leading to Torrance. It had
been observed that at some points
gates had been wired, and were thus
barred to pedestrians.

Mr. Currie replied that the agents
of the cstate were of the opinion that
there was mno right-of-way between
Finniescroft and Muirhead Farm.

The District Council considered the
matter at Monday's meeting, and
agreed to reply that, in the opimion of
the District Council, there was a right-
of-way, but they were not going to do
anything in the matter in the meun-
time.

The Kirkintilloch Herald 13 September 1944

In Agricultural Improvements in Strathkelvin 1700 - 1850 (McGuire, 1988) it says that research
showed that the main obstacle to improvements in agriculture was a lack of sharing knowledge.
Hence Agricultural Societies developed throughout the 18th century. Information was also
available in newspapers which commonly had a section devoted to farming news. These
Associations continue to exist to share problems and find solutions. Guidelines and rules were put
into practice.
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REDMOSS, TEMPLE and
STERRIQUA FARMS

1627-1940

ANGUS J. HOWAT
RUTH HOWAT



This report relates to the farm of Redmoss or Red Moss which is located on the former Kincaid
estate in the south of the parish of Campsie, west of the present village of Milton of Campsie and
east of the road B822 from Lennoxtown to Torrance. The farm is accessed from the B822 south of
Kinkell Farm.

Two facts that governed subsequent enquiry soon became obvious: (1) that little information can be
gleaned about Redmoss prior to the 1840s and (2) that the present farm is composed of three
smaller units, Redmoss, Temple, and Sterriqua and enquiries include information about all three.

Early history

Information about these farms proved scanty but was not non-existent. Redmoss appears to have
been the largest of the three and is first found on maps of the late 18™ century. It has not been found
on any earlier lists of farms and properties. The name would appear descriptive of the terrain. Rev.
Robert Lee, writing the parish account in the New Statistical Account of Scotland in 1841 speaks of
small patches of deep moss along the side of the River Kelvin and the name may derive from this.

Temple can be traced to the 17t century when there is a reference in the Retours of Stirlingshire,
(records of the confirmation of heirs with the right to inherit property) in 1627 of Temple of Kincaid in
Campsie parish, presumably so designated to distinguish it from "Temple of Balgrochan' beside West
Balgrochan north of Torrance. The Knights Templer were active in Stirlingshire in the Middle Ages.
The farm lay to the south of Redmoss towards Wetshod.

Sterriqua lay north of Redmoss near Easter Muckroft. The name, according to Johnstone's
Placenames of Stirlingshire 'looks like the Gaelic sturrach cath, 'rugged uneven battlefield' which
may or may not be correct. It was the birthplace of Rev. John Shearer, for many years UP minister
of Larkhall, whose father was the tenant in 1820.

By 1840, following the Agrarian Revolution, smaller farms were amalgamated in a number of places
to form more economical units. That is what happened here: On 16" November 1843 a lease was
made out to William Henderson letting to him ' the farm of Temple as possessed by him and the
adjoining farm of Redmoss as possessed by William Galbraith' for 19 years from Martinmas 1843
and Whitsun 1844'. It further stipulated ‘One of the steadings to be removed and suitable
accommodation to be provided by the proprietor at the other before Martinmas 1844. When houses
and buildings have been erected and made tenantable by the proprietor they are to be maintained
in good order by the tenant and left by him at the end of the lease in good and sufficient tenantable
state and condition. Farm buildings to be insured against fire at the extent of £300 and the premium
repaid by the tenant.” Henderson opted to remove to Redmoss and so Temple ceased to exist as
a separate entity. There is no sign of it on the first edition of the OS map.

John Gray, a native of Cadder, is given as tenant in the Censuses of 1841 and 1851 and in the
Valuation Roll of 1855. His subsequent history is not known. In the 1881 census David Reid appears
as the tenant at Sterriqua. Shortly afterwards, between 1881 and 1885, the lands of Sterriqua were
added to Redmoss and Temple and David Reid took over the combined farm, moving to Redmoss.
The agricultural connection was broken in the 1920s, if not before, when the property was let to
Peter Stewart, an engine-keeper with the Woodilee Coal Company in Kirkintilloch. The house was
demolished in the 1930s by the County Council.

Owners and tenants
As all three tenants were on the Kincaid estate, the farmers were tenants of the Lennox family.

The successive proprietors listed in the Valuation Rolls are as follows:

e John Lennox Kincaid Lennox
* Hon Charles Spencer Bateman Hanbury Kincaid Lennox
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e Mrs Cecilia Peareth Lennox
e William George Peareth Kincaid Lennox
e David Reid

About 1927 the farm was sold by the Lennox family to David Reid.

Tenants

1. In the 1841 census William Galbraith was the tenant at Redmoss with his wife, his son William
and daughter Agnes. Also, resident was William Connell, a 14-year old agricultural labourer. Of the
Galbraiths we know little. He may be identifiable with William Galbraith who was a provision
merchant at Torrance in 1825. Certainly, when his daughter (Mrs Agnes Robertson) died at North
Birbiston in 1917, her death certificate describes her father as a 'mine owner and farmer' which
raises interesting questions. When the farms were combined in 1843 the Galbraiths must have
moved away and nothing further is known of them.

2. William Henderson was born in Campsie in 1794, the son of Walter Henderson, farmer, and
his wife Helen Martin. He married Jean Shearer in 1819, and they had a family of five sons and one
daughter. They are found at Temple in the 1841 census and at Redmoss thereafter. He died at
Redmoss on 8 February 1879 and was buried in Campsie Churchyard, his family headstone
standing in the area lying on the west side of the High Church.

3. Robert Henderson succeeded his father in the tenancy. He was born in 1839 and married
Jeanie Brock Weir in 1871. In early life he appears to have worked alongside his father on the farm
until his father's death but his career thereafter as the tenant was short lived. By the mid-1880s he
had given up farming and gone to live in Glasgow where he worked as a joiner until his death on 24
October 1896. His name appears on the family headstone at Campsie.

4. David Reid, senior. Mr Reid was born on 22 April 1844 at Threemilehouse, Renfrewshire to
David Reid, farmer, and Mary Purdon. In 1870 he was married to Mary Allison a farmer's daughter
at Muirhouse, Strathblane. At that time, he was farming at Balglass in Campsie. By 1876 he had
moved to Sterriqua, taking over the combined farm of Redmoss and Sterriqua in the early 1880s.
Their family consisted of two boys and four girls. By 1911 he had retired from farming and moved to
stay with his son who farmed at Haggs. David died in 1921 and was buried in Campsie Churchyard.

5. David Reid, junior, was born on 17 September 1876 at Sterriqua He grew up on the farm
working alongside his father until he took up the combined tenancy when his father retired. On 29
January 1908 he married Margaret Stewart from Langshot Farm, Torrance. Perhaps it was his son's
marriage that led his father to retire and so vacate the farmhouse. They had a son and daughter,
the daughter dying in infancy. Further trouble was to follow as the following images indicate:

HE Estates of DAVID REID, Juxior, Farmer,
Redmoss Farm, Lennoxtown, in the County of
Stirling, have, in virtue of and for the purposes of the
Cessio Acts, been transferred to Mr. Robert Dempster,
Chartered Accountant, 44 West George Street, Glasgow,
as Trustee for behoof of his Creditoras. Creditors must
lodge their claims with the Trustee on or before 19th
December 1912. The Creditors meet before the Sheriff,
within the Court House at Stirling, on the ninth day of
January 1913, at eleven o’clock forenoon.

MogrrIsSON & TAYLOR, Solicitors, Stirling,
Agents.

Kilsyth Chronicle 10/12/191
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(‘XNCAID ESTATE, MILTON-OF-CAMPSIE.

GROUND TO FEU

' Apply %o Chas. Kirkwood, F.S.I., 67 West
gent Street, Glasgow.

INCAID ESTATE, MILTON OF
CAMPSIE, STIRLINGSHIRE.
. PO LET, with Entry at Martinmas, 1912, the
IRABLE DAIRY FARM of REDMOSS,
with ~wof STERRIQUA,
ing to 180 Acres or thereby.

The Farm is about one mile from Lennox.
town Station, about two miles from Kirkintil-
loch, and eleven miles by road from Glasgow.

The® present Tenant is not an Offerer.

The gighcst or any Offer may not be accepted.

Conditions of Let may be had and arrange-
ment made for pointing out the Boundaries by

applying to Charles Kirkwood, F.S.I., Factor,
61 West Regent Street, Glasgow.

Kirkintilloch Herald 21/8 1912

]

-
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DISPLENISHING SALE
OF
LIVE STOCK, CROP, axo IMPLEMENTS,
AT
REDMOSS FARM, Mi'ton-of-Campsie,
On  SATURDAY, ah OCTOBER,
at Eleven a.m,

LI.\(.D().\’.\I.I). FRASER & CO., Ltd.. have
received instructions from Mr. Robert
Dempster, C.A., 44 West George Street, Glas-
gow, Trustee on the Sequestrated Estate of Mr.
David Reid, to sell at Redmoss Farm, on
Saturday, 12th October, the whole Live Stock,

1912,

* Crop, and Implements thereon, comprising :—

LIVE STOCK.

2 Work Horses. 10 Milch Cows.
CROT.

20 Tons Ryegrass and Timothy Hav. 23
Acres Oats. 2 Acres Swede Turnips. 4
Acres Potatoes (Dates). 2 Acres Yellow
Turnips.

IMPLEMENTS.

Massey-Harris Binder, Mower (by Wallace),
2 Corn Carts, 2 Fast-bodied Carts, Horse Rake,
Iron Roller, Drill Roller, Drill  Plough, 3
Swing [Ploughs, Circular Harrows, Chain
Harrows, Set Iron Harrows, Large Grubber, 2
Drill Grubbers, Sack Barrow, Wheel-barrow,
Turnip Sowing Barrow, Meat Cooler, Grind-
stone, Turnip Cutter, Potato  Digger (by
Wallace), Hay Slipe, Barn Fanners. Corn
Chest, Chaff Cutter, Threshing Mill (by Young,
Avr), Graips, Forks, Rakes, Ropes, Pails,
Stools, 2 Meal Girnels, Baskets, Milk Cans,
Churn, Milk Van, Dog Cart (by Henderson,
Glasgow), 2 Sets Cart Harness, Set Van
Harness, Set (g Harness, Riding Saddle,
Plough Chains, Dog House, ett., etc., and the
usval Bagx and StapLe UTENSILS.

Redmoss ¥arm is about 4 Mile distant frcm
Milton of Campsie Station, and 1 Mile distant
from Kirkintilloch and Lennoxtown Stations,

SALE AT 11 A.M. TERMS OF SALE—CASH.
MACDONALD, FRASER & CO.; Ltd.,

Auctioneers.
63 Bellgrove Street, Glasgow.

Kirkintilloch Herald 2/10/1912




DISPLENISHING  SALE.—At R dmoss
Farm, on Saturday last; Messrs. Macdonald
Fraser & Co., Ltd., conducted a (’lf\;l}("nll‘l"‘i”':
sole of stock, crop, implemertts, etc. There was
an extremely large attendance of buvers fros :
very wide radius, and bidding was ~1»:r.i'1‘wl
from start to finish, the hay especially being
(*()rlsnfiered extremely dear, the prices }».-\nye?i
ranging from 3o/- to 100/- per rick. (':ﬁs“\-(f.ld
from £2 16/. to £4 per stack. One field of oats
in the stook made £16. Potatoes sold from 6/
to 7/- per drill ; swede turnips from 2/6 to 3
per drill; vyellow turnips from 8d to 2/. 3""’
drill. An old van horse made £3 2.6:-'(-0&:
from £52/6 to £12: implements sold well, cora
carts made from £z to £5 5/-: binder. [8"
mower, /2; potato digger £6; rollers. to 7.
ploughs, to £2 12/6; thrashing mill, /[ :i;iz“:
sale was carried through very expedit(:\ﬁ:i" the
-auctioneer being Mr. W. J. Cameron. N

16/10/1912 Kirkintilloch Herald

David Reid became bankrupt and he had to give up the tenancy.

The third article gives a good description of the kind of farm that Redmoss was in the early 20t
century — both arable and dairy.

What about David? Here lies a mystery. Clearly, he had to leave Redmoss but to where? His wife,
Margaret Stewart, moved to Kinross-shire where she worked as a dairymaid and in 1922 married
William Marshall, a ploughman there. On her marriage certificate she is described as a widow. But
no record has been found of David's death up to then or subsequently.

6. Matthew Aitken = Redmoss was taken over by Matthew Aitken from Croy. In 1917 he
married Grace Ralston from Garmore Farm, Milton of Campsie. They moved to Eastmill,
Auchterarder where he farmed successfully, until retirement. He died on 5 May 1957. Mr Aitken
became well known in Scottish farming circles. While at Redmoss he contributed regularly and
successfully to the Kirkintilloch Show — a selection of his prizes for 1927 is given below by way of
example:

Best cow in calf or milk, two years old

Best bull, two years old or upwards

Best bull, one year old
Best quey [heifer], two years old, not in calf, bred in the district.

7. David Reid In 1927 the estate decided to sell the farm in common with the practice of many
estates in the years following the first World War. A newspaper article (Bridge of Allan Gazette)

4/6/1927) declares that
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FARM SALE. ~The name of Reid
sas long associated with Redmoss
Farm. Thel Farm is now changing
ownership, and the new proprietor is
a Reid.

This was also a David Reid but it is not known if he was connected with the earlier Reid family.

[Editorial Note: Little biographical information has been discovered about this David Reid
since he arrived on the scene during the post census period and the name is a very common one in
Campsie parish, especially in farming circles. Further information would be welcomed. AJ H]

Farm workforce

As is common in farming life then as now all members of a farming family were expected to
participate in the work from the earliest age they were able, especially in smaller units. Details of
other labourers as recorded elsewhere are given in the censuses if the worker stayed in the house
as part of the household. Those living elsewhere of course are not included.

1841 Census Temple Janet Watson Female servant (20)

1851 CensusRedmoss  Nan Mc Donald House servant (20)
Robert Scott Agricultural labourer(18)
Farm employed three labourers

1861 Census Farm employed three labourers not listed

1871 Census Catherine Brown  General servant (15)

Household included farmer's 30 year old son included in household

1881 census Margaret Cassidy Domestic farm servant (33)
Farmer employs 2 men, 1 woman

1891 census Ellen Black Farm servant (20)
Thomas Thomson Farm servant (22)
Hector Groves Farm servant (19)

1901 Census Two sons assisting on farm: daughter assisting as dairymaid

1911 Census Mary Bett Servant (18)
+ploughman: details illegible.

1921 Census Christina Marshall Housemaid (19)
William Wilson Cattle boy (16)

Acreage

1851 Census Redmoss 120 acres

1861 Census Redmoss 100 acres

1871 Census Redmoss 100 acres arable (sic)

1881 Census Redmoss 14 acres arable

1911 — advertisement, ground to feu |Redmoss 180 acres.

It is difficult to explain the fluctuations. The 1881 figure is surely an error.
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Industrial

When David Reid junior was struggling with his creditors, the following notice appeared in the Kilsyth
Herald of 10/5/1912:

v lxpootul -Large Mining
Development In the Distriot.

Messrs Shanks & M‘'Ewan, St Vincent St.,
Glasgow, have obtained through Mr Charles
Kirkwooé, ‘estate agent, West Regent Street,
Glasgow, a lease of the minerals on the
Kincaid estate, and are presently engaged
in boring with the: view of proving the
minerals and then working the coals. The
lessees have put down two bores, the first
at Redmoss, and the second at Watshod. The
wsme firmr have also secured the minerals
underlying tlwi/estatea of Carlestoun and

1

Balqubarrage withh the view- of -conjointly
wo&i.‘ll:’f ‘them g with the Kincaid mirer-
als. The idea is to put down a shaft some-

where between Kincaid House and Redmoss
Farm, brin a branch line from the Kelv:n
Valley Railway, which is quite close, up lo
the pit shaft. The further development de-
pends largely upon the results of the borings.

-~

As a result of the investigations however it was agreed not to pursue the plan, and the large mining
development did not happen. If it had, the subsequent history of this area and of Milton and Campsie
would have been very different.

Social In the summer of 1919 and possibly in other years. as well the Sunday School picnic
for Milton of Campsie Parish Church was held at Redmoss. (Kirkintilloch Gazette 11/07/19)

MILTON OF CAMPSIE.

The Children’s pic-nic on Saturday, to
Redmoss larm was a great success:
They left the village in happy mood
and had a glorious time at the Farm,
where Rev S. Smith, Mr  Jamieson
(the superintendent , with his staff of
teachers and Mr and Mrs Raphael,
Kincard House, heiped to entertain the
youpg folks. Mr Arch. M'Caffer piped
the company from and to the village.

=——owee

Redmoss is no longer a farm. For a number of years, it has been a livery yard where horses roam
where once Ayrshire cows chewed the cud.

Even as the amalgam of three units, Redsmoss was a small farm in an unrewarding terrain. Its
story however must mirror the story of many farms not only in Campsie but throughout Lowland
Scotland.
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Slatefield Farm

1808-1940

Barrie Stewart
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There is very little information to be found anywhere about Slatefield Farm but our opening is one
of a murder in Slatefield in the year 1808.

| : ————>>O T

| This day, came on before the High Court of
k Justiciary, the trial of James GircurisT, stock-
~ing-maker at Slateficld, near Glasgow, accused of
the murder of Marcaztr Brock, his wife, on
tl‘:c Q}St of January last.—The pannel was put on
his trial at the last Glisgow Circuit, but owing to
an error tn the indictment, the case was certified
to the High Court of Justiciary, by the Jud; es on
that Court.—-A§ a meeting of Court held some
t:me ago, they found the indictment irrelevant,
and the panoel was recommitted on a new war-
rant.—He was afterwards served with a new in-
dictment.—The prisoner pled Nut Guilty, and
the examination of witnesses commenced,— Far-
ther particulars in our next.

13/6/1808 Caledonian Mercury

While James pled not guilty, the High Court of Edinburgh disagreed with him and he was
sentenced to be hanged in Glasgow on the 20" of July 1808. James, it would seem, first strangled
Margaret then put her in a chair where he set fire to her clothes. This was done in the hope that
her death would be believed to be accidental burning, a common cause of death in those times.

In July 1809 Glasgow Royal Infirmary received £100 from the late George Miller of Slatefield who
also left £30 to the Reverend Kidson for the relief of the poor in the congregation.

The death of John Buchanan Esquire was reported to have taken place at Slatefield on the 13™ of

March 1814. A Mr James Walkinshaw, son of the late John Walkinshaw died there, aged 25, in
July 1818.

The death of Mrs Campbell at the remarkable age of 102, was reported across the UK

At Slatetield, on the 27th ult., Mrs. Charles Campbell,
at the advanced age of 102.

4/1/1822 Glasgow Herald

WO PRIZES for excelling in the daily examinations in
e SCOT IISIT LAW CLASS, proposed to those Stu-
dents who chose to be examined, were adjudged to

Robert Knox, Larbert, Stirlingshire,
John Buchanan, Slateficld, near Glasgow.

3/5/1822 Glasgow Herald

All of these reports seem to be of comfortably off people with no mention of a farm in sight yet the

lease for the land and buildings, signed by John Gillon in 1849, still exists in the Woodhead Estate
papers.
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Slatefield North Birbiston Extant

Revd John Gillon tenant under a minute of lease dated 10 &
11 April 1849, the conditions whereof are viz! | The subjects let
are the Houses and Lands of Slatefield or North Birbiston as
possessed by John Milne. Endurance of lease 6 years from
Mart® 1848 as to the lands and Whitn 1849 as to the houses —
Il Rent £30 yearly, payable at Marts and Whitsn commencing at
Marts 1849 — Il Asignees and subtenants are excluded,
excepting that the tenant shall be at liberty to sublet the
dwelling houses to persons of fair reputation and not paupers
on the roll of the parochial board but the tenant being

res_pqn&ble for rents — IV Proprietor reserves power to grant TOSTHE REV. JOHN CILLON M)SS AP
building leases on any part of the lands and tenant to be FOR 21 YEARS
allocated a deduction for ground taken off at the rate of £5 per T SO
Scotch acre. Proprietor reserves the power to make roads ‘ HIS CHILDREN IN CHRIST,

T (N CRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE
through the lands for approaches to buildings etc. and also » ERECTED.,
power to work and carry away metals or minerals and land . A0 :“fcc;’“"-
taken away for roads or minerals to be paid for as fixed by ' .

arbiters — V The lands are let as farming lands to be cropped Parish History

and pastured and not for any other purpose and the tenant is

bound to manage and crop the same according to the rules of good husbandry, manuring and
cleaning properly according to the best practice in the district and not having any of the lands in a
foul or poor state during his occupation — VI The houses are to be received by the tenant as they
are (except that the tiles of the roofs are to be made watertight by the proprietor or outgoing
tenant, and the plaster of the kitchen of West Cottage to be repaired) and to be maintained by the
tenant in good order. Fences to be received by the tenant in the condition that they be left in by the
outgoing tenant and to be kept and left in as good an order as he received them — VIl Tenant to
remove without warning or pay £100 of rent while he remains, without prejudice to the Landlord’s
right of removing — VIII Conditions to be fulfilled under a penalty of £100 — Testing clause.

The abovementioned, John Milne, is to be found in the 1851 census aged 65 and living at
Meadowbank with his housekeeper, Margaret Milne, aged 44 who was probably his daughter.
There were also two indoor servants, Elis Stevenson aged 19 and Euphemia Henderson aged 18.
John was described as a landed proprietor with a farm of 40 acres.

The 1851 census gives us a little illumination, the Reverend John Gillon was in fact Father John
Gillon the parish priest of Saint Paul’s in Lennoxtown (later St Machan’s). He was, at this time 34
years old and had been born in Ireland. Beyond being the parish priest of Lennoxtown he also
ministered to Kirkintilloch, Kilsyth, Strathblane and Balfron. In addition to being a priest he was
described as being a farmer of 6 acres employing two labourers. Living with him were Rose
Minton (50) general servant, Mary Lask (25) farm servant and Margaret Martin (22) house servant.

With what appears to be only 6 acres of arable land, Slatefield should perhaps be considered
more of a croft type holding rather than a farm. The lease certainly seems to indicate uncertainty
of tenure which would not be the case for settled well husbanded land. The census record seems
to bear this out as, at no point, do the tenants, beyond Fr. Gillon, claim to be farmers.

The suggestion has been made that Slatefield Farm had been part of North Birbiston land which
was annexed off to provide the newly incumbent priest a means to grow food to feed his
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household and certainly the title of the lease leads us in that direction. Yet there are the stories
above which indicate the habitation of Slatefield as a separate entity long before the arrival of the
priest.
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We can trace Slatefield and its demise as farmland through the valuation rolls from 1855

Year Property Proprietor Tenant/Occupier

1855 Slatefield Farm JLK Lennox Father John Gillon

1865 No entry No entry

1875 Slatefield Farm CSB Kincaid William Reid

1884 Slatefield Farm CSBK Lennox John Forrester

1885 Slatefield Farm CSBK Lennox John Forrester
(farmer)

1895 Slatefield Farm Cecilia Peareth Lennox | John Forrester

1905 Byres etc Slatefield Cecilia Peareth Lennox | John Calder

Grass Land John seems to be the

proprietor of the byres etc.
from this point onward, while
the Lennoxs owned the land.

1915 Byres etc Slatefield William GPK Lennox John Calder
Grass Land

1920 Byres etc Slatefield William GPK Lennox John Calder
Grass Land

1925 Byres etc Slatefield William GPK Lennox None Stated
Grass Land

1930 Sheds etc William GPK Lennox Robert Ewing
Slatefield
Grass land

1935 Grass land Slatefield Cpt William MPK William Ferrie

Lennox
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Most of
Slatefield is
now houses
1940

Slatefield is now all houses

Information from Scotland’s People Valuation Rolls.

In the 1871 census, William Reid aged 34 described himself as an agricultural labourer living on
Lennox’s Land, Slatefield. His wife, Isabella, was 31 and they had a 6 year old son called Neil.

By 1881 William was a goods carter while Isobella was a shopkeeper and their son was still at
school. They are now living in Brown’s Land so have left Slatefield.

In 1881 John Forrester aged 37 and his family were living at Slatefield. John was a ploughman
and his wife, Marion, aged 30 was a dairywoman. They had three children, James (7), Andrew (4)
and John (2). The valuation roll of 1885 describes John as a farmer.

In 1891, John aged 46 was still a ploughman living at Slatefield with his family. Marion was now 40
and they had six children. James (17) and Andrew (14) were both printfield workers. John (12),
David (9) and Margaret (6) were at school and Thomas (2) was at home.

By 1901 the family had moved to Lennox Place. John (56) was a carter on the estate and Marion
was 50. James (27) was a printfield worker, John (22) was a slater, David (19) was a printfield
worker, Maggie (16) was a laundry worker, Thomas (12) and Marion (8) were at school.

Our next tenant, John Calder, was living on Main Street with his family in 1901. He was 46 years
old and worked as a dairyman and carter employing others. His wife, Agnes, was 36. The Calder
family were the last tenants on Slatefield until the land was cleared and the houses which stand
there now were built. Although Robert Ewing and William Ferrie were recorded as tenants their
tenancy was restricted to the buildings rather than any land.

It does have to be said that the Calders were in the news for all the wrong reasons.

John (alder, Slatefield Farm, Iennox.|
town, admitted in Glasgow Central
Police Court delivering to a firm of milk
purveyors in Glasgow sweet milk which
was deficient in milk solids. There were!
two charges, and the respondent was|
fined £5 5s in respect of each.

CRUELTY TO A HORSE.—At St. Rollox
| Police Court, Glasgow, last Wednesday, John
Calder and Joseph (alder, Slatefield Dairy
IFarm. Lennoxtown, were each fined £3, with
the a'ternative of fourteen days’ imprisonment,

2/12/1920 Daily Record for having ill-treated a horse by working the
animal while it was suffering from two sores
on the shoulder under the collar, a suppurating

wound on the back beneath the saddle, and two
other sores on the hind' legs.

11/4/1923 Kirkintilloch Herald
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DRIVING WITHOUT LIGHTS.

Joseph Calder, milk van driver, Slatefield,
Lennoxtown, was charged with driving a
vehicle without lights on Campsie Road, near
Balquharrage Cottage, on 5th February.

Accused, pleading guilty, stated he had the
lamps, but 1t was a very stormy morning, and
they had gone out.

The Yrosecutor—He was like the foolish vir-
gins. There were two lamps, but they were
not lighted. In one of the lamps there was a
hole in the glass, and the candle was burned
out. Both lamps were cold and in a very dis-
reputable state.

A penalty of 15/, or ten days was imposed.

5/3/1924 Kirkintilloch Herald

In March 1924 fire broke out in the hay shed and stables at Slatefield. While all the cows were
rescued safely from the adjoining byre, a horse had to be destroyed as it had been so badly
burned and the chickens in the hayloft all died.

ALARMING FIRE.—About eleven o clock on
Thursday evening fire was discovered to have
broken out in a large wooden shed, the one
half of which was used as a hay shed and the
other half as a five stall stable by John Calder,

contractor and dairyman, Slatefield. The
fire originated in the hay shed, but quickly in-
volved the whole building.  The horses were

with difficulty got out, but one of them was
severely burned. A large wrap which covered
it was in flames when it was hberated, and
the horse ran through the field in this con-
dition till it was caught and the burning wrap
torn from it. The unfortunate animal was so
severely burned that it had to be destroyed
next day. The burning building was n
close proximity to the byre and other buildings.
All the cows were got out in safety. The
police were soon on the scene, and, seeing the
danger, phoped for the Bishopbriggs Fire
Brigade, who were soon at the scene of the
covflagration.  The building was full of hay,
and there was also other feeding stuffs, to-
gether with harness, which with thc building

was completely destroved. Many wilhing
hands rendered assistance in  securing the
liberation of the live stock. The other houses

in close proximity were in imminent danger
for a time, and were saved through the action
of willing workers with pails of water till the
arrival of the Faire Brigade. There were also
a number of poultry destroyed that made their |
home in the hay shed.  The estimated dam-
age is about £350. The fire cansed con-
siderable alarm in the neighbourhood.

19/3/1924 Kirkintilloch Herald
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John’s son, David, was once again in the papers for the wrong reasons.

THEFT OF COAT.—Duavid Calder (31),
carter, Slatefield Dairy, Lennoxtown, was
charged at the ]J.P. Court, Glasgow, on Monday,
with stealing a showerproof coat belonging to
a roadman who was engaged in the vicinity of
Torrance Road end on Tuesday, 10th February.
By taking away the coat the accused deprived
the roadman of his mid-day meal. Calder
pleaded not guilty, but was convicted on evid-
ence, fined £1, or ten days’ imprisonment.

4/3/1925 Kirkintilloch Herald

John died, aged 75, on the 10" of June 1925 at Slatefield. He had been suffering from high blood
sugar for several years and suffered a cerebral haemorrhage from which he died six days later.

;\ll John Calder, constracton, .“i.iw"'l"l“i. Jritsse !
awav after a long illness in bhis 75 v Lt
week, He was a well-known man and h Cur-
ried on a large dairy and caiting contractor s
basinese., The funeral took pla m  Satarday
atlernoon,

19/6/1925 Kirkintilloch Gazette

Following his death, a displenishing sale was held. Presumably not all the stock was sold as his
younger son, Joseph, intended to carry on the business.

SALE OF STOCK. — The stock, implements
and cffects belonging to the iate John Calder,
dairvinan &nd carting contractor, Slatefield
Ilace, were exposed for sale last ‘Thursday.
There was a larze turnout of farmers, contrac
tors, cte.  The sale was conducted by Mr. Jas.
Paul of Messrs. PPaul and Miller, auctioneers,
Dumbarton. Stocks sold and prices sccured
as follows .— Milk cows, from £6 to £23; Work
horses, from £7 to /24; harness, from £3 10/-
to 47 per sct; lorrics, /14 each: carts, from
210 £14: quantity of hay, from £3 to [3 10/-
Ser ton  Mr. Joseph Calder, younger son of
the deceased, is carrying on the business.

23/9/1925 Kirkintilloch Herald

The land of Slatefield was auctioned off by Lennox estate in 1927.
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While the Calder brothers intended to carry on the business, it would seem they were soon at
odds and once again in the papers for the wrong reason.

A NOVEL FORM OF PAYMENT.

David Calder, carter, 10 Slatefield, Lennox-
town, and Joseph Calder, carting contractor, 16
Bencloich Road, Lennoxtown, had a bit ef a tiff
on 8th July which led to their appearance on a
charge of having bawled and shouted, cursed
and swore, and challenged each other to fight,
thereby creating a breash of the peace. |

David pleaded guilty to speaking, but not to
cursing and swearing, and Joseph denied the
charge of challenging to fight. Joseph, how-
ever, amended his plea to guilty, saying he
wished to save time.

David was then ordered to stand down, and
left the bar, but a moment’s thought evidently
altered his mind, for he stepped back again and
also pleaded guilty.

The Prosecutor said the men met in Main
Street, and after some disturbance Joseph asked
his brother David up to the stabling yard at
Stockwell Place. They went up, and a num-
ber of people followed them up. David struck
Joseph a blow on the face first, and the latter
went to the police and reported him for assault.
Perhaps David was the aggressor.

David said when he met his brother he asked
for his expenses for working at Balfron, and

was told to come up to the yard and get them. ;

- B — s . David Calder, carter, 10 Slatefield, Lennox-

:]:).\l ph was going to give him them by hitting bowit™ wia (hiraed with heviag ca %0th y e

nm. in Main Street, Lennoxtown, near the Swan
Joseph denied this. It was in the yard that Inn, committed a breach of the peace. He

Xpenses were first mentioned. He asked his pled guilty, and stated he had nothing to say.

THROWING OUT A CHALLENGE.

orother up to the yard for the sake of quietness. liq{:g:, ‘.‘..“3“.‘:1‘;' :k'iigb?o: .t:ong: 'gfw::

challenging any Irishman in the company to
fight with him.- He was at last Court, when
he -was fined 10/-.

Both accused were fined 10/- or ten days.

5/8/1927 Kirkintilloch Herald

Another penalty of 10/- or 10 days was
imposed.
9/9/1927 Milngavie and Bearsden Herald

They also seem to have failed to pay off their late father’s debts.

Appeal by the creditors of the late John
Calder against £20 placed on byres, etc., at
Slatefield, Lennoxtown, was dismissed in ab-
sence.

23/9/1927 Kirkintilloch Gazette

The contracting firm struggled along for a bit but without a firm hand at the helm it eventually
became insolvent and the trustees stepped in and auctioned off the remaining horses and goods.

AN OLD FIRM.—The old firm of Jobn
@alder, contractor, Slatefield Place, which has
been conducted by one of his sons since his
father’s death, is now dissolved. The last of
the horses and contracting plant were sold by
order of the trustees yesterday.

18/9/1928 Kirkintilloch Herald
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The land of Slatefield had been bought by Stirling Council and they planned to build houses to
replace many in the area which had become derelict slums. The initial plan was for 28 houses.

NEW HOUSES.—The Department o
Health’s approval has been given
the County Council for the provision i
four three-roomed houses in Mai
Street, Lennoxtown, at a cost of £15
4s 4d, and of a reconstruction schem:
at Rowantreefaulds, costing £4277 i
2d. The erection of twenty-eigh
houses at the Slatefield site is est:
mated to cost £9085 9s 4d.

25/10/1930 Callander Advertiser

NEW HOUSES.—Work has commenced at
the new building scheme at Slatefield, where
98 houses are to be erected, and also at a site |
at the east end of Main Street. ‘

31/12/1930 Kirkintilloch Herald

Almost as soon as the houses were put under construction the council discussed the possibility of
increasing this number to 63 and a land survey was conducted to ensure that there were no mine
workings in the area that could jeopardise the safety of the new buildings.

Campsie District Counci! has .chIded to
ask—and not without all justification—that’ a
slum clearance scheme of 63 houses be erected
or a site at Slatefield.

e | s o S S5

14/1/1931 Kirkintilloch Herald

NO MINERAL WORKINGS.

Mr James Hamilton, M.E., Glasgow, re-
ported that there are no existing mineral
workings under Slatefield, Main Street, or
Rewantreefauld sites, Lennoxtown; neither are
there ever likely to be any workings that
will affect the stability of these sites, so that
they can all be used by the Council for building
purposes with the utmost confidence that
they will not be disturbed by mineral work-

ngs.

23/1/1931 Kirkintilloch Gazette

Sir George Stirling used his considerable influence to try to get a grant towards the building of the
houses. This would need to be done under the slum clearance act and everyone removed from
the houses to be cleared would need to be rehoused but not necessarily in the new houses. If
these conditions were met there would be a grant of £2 10s per unit. Sir George further urged the
council to build houses of different sizes to meet the needs of the many single people in the area.
He seemed at odds with the council when he finally exhorted

“In this area there was a very large number of single people and they could not take two widows and a
widower and cram them into a two roomed house because they might not want to go and share it.”

16/1/1931 Kirkintilloch Gazette
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View over Slatefield

According to the valuation rolls on Scotland’s People, Slatefield did indeed exist as a farm yet
there is no evidence in the censuses that those who lived there considered themselves farmers.

The name did not arise from a previous slate mine as no mine ever existed and the geology of the
area does not lend itself to metamorphic rock formation. Instead, it is likely to come from the stony
nature of the soil in the area.

The rent from the valuation rolls compared to other farms in the area is much lower, about a tenth
of Birdston and Hole and Capieston. This is indicative of a small area of difficult land.

The 6 acres of ground recorded in the 1851 census for Father Gillon is likely to be the size it
remained — more than sufficient to graze a small dairy herd.

The name Slatefield still exists today as the name of the houses that were built to replace the
slums in the local area and rehouse the people who had lived in them in habitable conditions.

Sir George got his way and the council did not ever try to house unrelated widows and widowers
together.
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