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Editorial

As we gather this year to celebrate Durga Puja with the Mid-South Bengali Association (MSBA) in
Memphis, our hearts brim with joy, devotion, and nostalgia. Durga Puja is more than a festival; it’s a
homecoming of the spirit, a collective memory of tradition and culture, even as we are oceans away from
Bengal. In our adoptive city of Memphis, this occasion serves as a vital link to our roots, reminding us of
who we are, where we come from, and the values that we hold dear.

Durga Puja is not just about worship; it is a celebration of Ma Durga’s victory over the forces of evil,
embodying the eternal battle between good and evil within us all. In these times, as the world around us
grapples with complex challenges, this timeless message of triumph and righteousness resonates even
more profoundly.

As we engage in rituals, cultural programs, and communal feasts, we carry forward the centuries-old
tradition that has shaped the very core of our Bengali identity. Here in Memphis, amidst the rhythms of
dhaak and the fragrance of incense, the spirit of Bengal is alive, reminding us that even in a foreign land,
our hearts will always beat to the rhythm of “Ekla Cholo Re.” The togetherness, cultural exchange, and
camaraderie of the Mid-South Bengali Association are testaments to how a community can flourish while
staying true to its heritage.

This year, as we celebrate Ma Durga's homecoming, our hearts are also with the people of Kolkata, where
the city has been shaken by the R. G. Kar incident of 2024. This incident, which has sent shockwaves
through the cultural and social fabric of Bengal, reminds us that justice, equality, and the protection of the
vulnerable are values intrinsic to Durga Puja’s message. Just as Ma Durga defeated Mahishasura, we must
strive for a world where the evils of society—be it injustice, violence, or exploitation—are vanquished
through collective action and courage.

Let Tilottama/Abhaya inspire us to reflect deeply on the world we are building for future generations.
Durga Puja is a time for renewal, not just of our spiritual selves but of our societal values. In every chant
of “Asche bochor abar hobe,” let us vow to work towards a world that is kinder, more just, and more
compassionate.

To all members of the Mid-South Bengali Association (MSBA), I wish you a blessed and joyful Durga
Puja 2024. May Ma Durga bring strength to our community, guiding us toward unity, peace, and
prosperity. Let us continue to celebrate our culture and traditions with love, pride, and the hope of a
brighter tomorrow.

Shubho Sharodiya!
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Shasthi Puja
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+ 8:30 AM - 11 :30 PM : g%} &7/ Saptami Puja

« 11:30 AM : 728} @/ Ashtami Puja

+ 12:30 PM: %7 | Pushpanjali

« 1:00 PM: @1 -&91% | Lunch

+ 1:30 PM - 3:00: PM G/ @ G Afey®0/ Homa & Sandhipuja
« 5:30 PM - 6:00 PM: Evening Tea & Snacks

« 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM: ST&I3(G | Evening Prayer

* 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM: Dinner

« 8:30 PM - 10:00 PM: Musical Night by Guest artist from
India: Sonakshi Kar (Indian Idol 13 Finalist &
SaReGaMa Little Champ)

*Program maybe subject to change msba.memphis@gmail..com
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« 9 AM - 10 AM : 593} 987 | Nabomi Puja
« 10 AM: *n&fer | Pushpanjali
« 11:00 PM - 1:00 PM : %98} 9@ 3
9% | Dashami puja & Bisarjan

e 1:00 PM: Lunch
* 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: J13IF | Baron

*Program maybe subject to change msba. memphis@gmail. com




MSBA is Proud of Our Sponsor Friends
2024 Sponsors and Donors

Community Members

¢ Natasha Datta

¢ Dr Aditi Bagchi

¢ Suheeta Roy

¢ Tanima De

¢ Dr Sanjay and Alpana Ganguli
¢ Abhishek Chakraborty
¢ Asima Basu

¢ Vivek Banerjee

+¢ Julie Basu Ray

¢ Madhabi Chatterji

¢ Rabiya Fahad Ali Khan
¢ Satarupa Chakraborty

Business Patrons

» Dr Kaushal Kalra, Medical Director, Health 360° Wellness Clinic
» Wolfchase Honda
» Nataraja Krisharaju, Vice President, Crye-Leike Realtors
» Karen Gray, Re/Max Experts, LLC
» Amrutha Vilas
» Café India Memphis,
» Hyderabad Biriyani and More, Collierville
» Esplanade Memphis,
¢ Balaji Super Market
¢ Safari Lawn Care
+ Balbir Singh, Osceola Freight
¢ Desi HyperMart
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Our Proud Sponsors

FITNESS,
PERSONALIZED.

MEET GERTIFIED EXPERTS WHO
HELP YOU UNVEIL HOW YOUR BODY
TICKS - LIKE NEVER BEFORE.

“I'HAVE LOST 30 POUNDS ... WAS
AMAZED HOW FAST | BEGAN TO

SEE RESULTS ... THE JOINT PAIN |

USED TO EXPERIENCE IS GONE" -
JEWLEAN ALLEN

@ WELLNESSCLINICMEMPHIS.COM

Q 1717 KIRBY PKWY, MEMPHIS,
TN 38120

©) (901) 4946066

ey

| HEALTH 360°
(m) WELLNESS CLINIC




AMRUTHA VILAS

AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

WE ALSO CATER ACCORDING TO YOUR NEED

©
-

Snacks Catering’s Corporate Catering’s

Wedding Catering’s ¢ Weekend party's
Live Catering's Pooja Events

Buffet Catering's Birthday Events

(901) 791-4289 9959 WINCHESTER ROAD,
COLLIERVILLE, TENNESSEE 38017, UNITED

www.amrutha-vilas.com e

When you're ready...we're ready.

WOLFCHASE 2NN

2024 Honda Prologue EV 2024 Nissan Pathfinder

= wolfchasehonda.com wolfchasenissan.com
Family Owned and Operated over 37 Years!




LET'S TALK!

YOUR REAL ESTATE JOURNEY STARTS HERE * GIVE ME A CALL!
Taking the first step towards owning your dream V4 P = d B
| (‘/\r).EI I Gr‘)r/—\/

home or selling your current one starts with a
conversation! Whether you're ready to buy, sell, or

just exploring your options, let's chat abOL,Jt vv’hat R E/M AX

901-378-6062 C

fits your needs and goals. Your future home or next
big move awaits! EX P E RTS S0l-635-6000'0

THE HUNT IS OVER!

Our Lawn and Landscape Spray “..Iam quite impressed with this company...
Programs include: I can definitely recommend them without hesitation.”
- David, Collierville, TN
Weed Control
Fertilization “My experience with Safari Lawn Care has

been excellent”

Disease Control
Insect Control

- Mark, Germantown, TN
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CRYE-LEIKE,
REALTOIRS”

Office Address: 435 New Byhalia Rd Collierville TN-38017
Office: 901 854 -5050

Nataraja Krishnaraju

Vice President, ABR, SRS, CRS, MMDC

Licensed in Tennessee and Mississippi

Cell: 901 626 7995

http://nataraja.crye-leike.com
nataraja.krishnaraju@crye-leike.com
Your Friendly Real Estate Agent
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CAEE TNDIAMEMPH1S

Each spoonful offered a harmonious blend
of flavors and textures, promising warmth,
nourishment, and culinary delight.

PREMIUM CATERING SERVICES

& Snacks Catering & Weekend Parties

& Live Catering’s & Buffet Catering’s

< Wedding Catering’s @Corporate Catering’s /
LIVE ONSITE CATERING’S e
& Tawa Chicken/Goat/Fish station & Chaat/Tandoori

@ Indo-Chinese station @ Live Dosa Station

M901-695-1292 - (@) .cafeindiamemphis.com




Hyderabad Biriyani & More
3675 Southwind Park Cove Ste 105
Memphis TN 38125

desi hvoperMAarT

GROCERIES 1 HALAL MEAT 1 CAFE

3750 Hacks Cross Rd., #101, Memphis, TN
38125

www.desihypermart.com
901-410-8225



http://www.desihypermart.com/

Message from President

Amar De

We hope everyone is doing great and is passionate about Maa Durga coming to
our home and invigorating us with new energy, love and compassion to make
everyone’s life peaceful, love-filled and meaningful.

I extend my heartiest appreciation and thanks to all members and extended family members of MSBA in
entrusting your support in us in coordinating and conducting the community events and upholding
community ethos in great esteem. We are also proud to garner extensive support from our regional business
houses who are ecstatic in being associated with the most educated, culturally strong Bengali community.

It’s already been a year of taking the responsibility of MSBA as President and we are excited and motivated
as before in doing the right thing and anything outstanding for the community. We organized various
cultural and social events successfully and have been working relentlessly to bring newness in our
presentations as a revered community and outreaching to external communities as well.

We have worked strenuously in keeping the community interlaced and well informed through various
networking. A great effort was put in bringing out the first edition of a community Newsletter in February
2024, an innovative way to keep the members informed of each other, report growth of kids and moves of
community members so that we remain integrated and informed of each other and not let anyone disappear
in unwilling unawareness. The newsletter, though started with a tepid response, is poised to grow havoc
in coming months, we believe.

The annual Sharodiya Magazine was a great hit with talented articles, paintings and drawings from
members and their families. We promise to bring in an even richer version this time with all your input
and contributions.

Our community is registered with the State of Tennessee, and we vow to make it Federally recognized as
a Non-profit Association engaged in dissemination of community culture, traditions and legacies. A task
force was formed in the last general body meeting in February 2024 to do the basic groundwork in inking
the groundwork needed to achieve the milestone.

We have reached out to many newcomers to the Memphis area by enriching our member base and we are
excited to get many new members in our family and hope to do outstanding work with the experience and
excitement they bring in. Please welcome all those new members and make them feel at home away from
home.

Like last year, we have approached many local businesses and individuals to network with us to embrace
diversity and familiarize ourselves with an elegant community in existence. We are proud to share that we
have received promising responses from many local enterprises, startups and individuals as they found
merits in our vibrant community, and we owe it bigtime to familiarize them with our traditions, cultures
and educational legacy we brought forth and are proud of. We acknowledge their support, and they are
also excited to be in direct network with a culturally rich and educated community. We invite all our
community members to treat our sponsor friends as a partner in our cause and share our traditions and
heritage with pride.

10




A spectacular Bengal pavilion was presented last year in October 2023 during the India Fest 2023
International with support from enthusiastic dedicated members and it was the talk of the exhibition.

MSBA executive committee is aware of some its member’s personal sufferings and doing its best to
alleviate the pain and keeping them assured for any services and support they need.

Recent happenings at homeland Kolkata have shaken our community and brute savage inhuman forces
have challenged our loved ones and we are constantly monitoring the developments at home and
committed to unconditional solidarity with the fighting people for justice. Some of the community
members have organized peaceful mass demonstrations in Memphis downtown in solidarity with the
fighting doctors and to find solace in each other’s embrace.

Our kids are also not safe either here at schools. News of rampant and frequent school shootings keeps all
parents worried almost every day.

It is situations like these that warrant we remain united and committed to community service and not let
ourselves fall victim to trivial individual goals or aspirations that tears apart our cohesiveness and
fellowship.

We pray to Maa Durga, to bless us with her divinity so that we do not get distracted or tremble in doing
the rightful. Let’s all put up a united front in making the world a heavenly place to live and enjoy.

Happy Durgapuja.

11




From Secretary’s Desk

Alpana Ganguli
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From the Treasurers Desk

Adrija Sharma

I hope you are all just as excited as [ am to welcome yet another festive season! This past year has been
incredibly productive, with fantastic participation from our community in all our events. Your positive and
constructive feedback has been invaluable, reaffirming that we are a strong, united community eager to
grow and improve.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all our sponsors and donors. Without your generous contributions, we
wouldn’t be able to celebrate our events with such grandeur and joy. Last year, we set new records in
community engagement and event attendance, making our gatherings the talk of the town! We also
finished the year strong with a slight surplus in our treasury.

Our innovative programs and initiatives have not only brought us closer but have also set a benchmark for
other communities. We are proud to say that our events last year were featured in the media back in India,
highlighting our vibrant culture and the spirit of togetherness that defines us here in Memphis.

We are all looking forward to a fun-filled, celebratory year ahead. Let’s continue to showcase our
community by spreading the word and inviting more people to join us in our celebrations. Together, we
can make this the best year yet!

Wishing you and your families a very happy Pujo and a wonderful year ahead!
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Message from Food Secretary

Siddhartha Biswas
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Message from Jt. Food Secretary

Sukanta Bar
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Dipankar Dasgupta moved to Memphis in January 1997 to join the University of Memphis as a faculty.
Since then, he has been involved with the Bengali community of Memphis and participated in cultural
activities. Apart from his teaching profession, he has been in search of truth in life and written several
poems in Bengali language. His writings are against dividing people based on race, religion, rituals,
stereotypes and prejudices in human societies. These poems are the expression of his thoughts and not to
hurt any individual or faith.
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Maa Durga
Maninka Chatterjee
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Maa Durga
Somdipto Basu

it

4,

Somdipto Basu is son of Sandip Basu. He is just 6 years old and was born in Frederick, Maryland. Somdipto is
already very creative in his imaginations and ideas and is a 15t grader. He loves to build structures with Lego and
is crazy about dinosaurs.
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Alekhyo’s Home, Car and The Tree
Alekhyo Narayan Dey

Alekhyo Narayan Dey is a joyful little boy, who is 4 years old. He loves to draw, and his favorite playtime

is with cars.
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Millie Paul hailed from Kolkata. Currently settled in Memphis after living in London, Toronto and
New York. Studied in Santiniketan, an active member of Mid-South Bengali Association and took part
in various MSBA cultural and organizational activities for several years.
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Niharika Bar
Fox Family

IR

Nature

Niharika Bar is a second-grade student from Schilling Farms Elementary School. “I like to sing, dance
and do gymnastics. If I get a chance I would like to watch TV. That's my favorite job. My favorite color is

pink. I like to wear Indian ethnic dresses.”
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O My Friend Ganesha

Sharvina Banerjee

Sharvina Banerjee is a budding artist who loves to sing and draw. She also enjoys spending time with her
family and friends. Durga pujo reminds her of India, and one of her favorite things to do at the pujo is
playing with her friends.

Maa Durga
Soham Chowdhury
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Fall

Satyaki Biswas

»
i

o Woan g

Satyaki Biswas (8yrs), son of Siddhartha and Madhabi Biswas is an avid art lover and waste no time in drawing
or painting whenever gets a chance. He loves to play soccer and a third grader at Bon Lin Elementary, Bartlett.

Lego Man

Ahona Biswas

Ahona Biswas (5yrs), daughter of Siddhartha and Madhabi Biswas is already an artist and paints her
imagination whenever gets a chance. She also loves to play soccer and is now a kindergartener at Bon Lin
Elementary school.
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Amar De is a Globe trotter and moved to USA in 2001 and to Memphis in 2017. An engineer by profession
and loves cozy Bengali addas. He likes light music, fun and humor and takes life very easy.
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A 3-Song Collection by Rabindranath Tagore Translated in

Modern English
Madhabi Chatterji
L “Aguner Parash Moni RIIGES AT @IS T |
Chhoyao Praney....” QST 5N D@1 A=A-AH I
Let your Divip§ Flame e E C"Tiﬁﬁ. T 4T,
Touch my Spirit.
May You Purify this Life (OINI 93 AT SRt S—

With the Gift of your Glowing Touch. | fAffae SICEATS-Prar eegs s i
MIEIGE] ST ST A< 99

Lift Up this Body of Mine MR BT ol 9997 |

And Let it Serve as a Lamp at Your

Sacred Altar. REIGE] 7f2 26 B FICA,
Let the Light of My Lamp G N G T ST T—
Remain Ignited Through JAEE SIRGE BH-AE I

Days and Nights Without End.

May the Touch of Your Divine Hand
Light up New Stars

In the Nighttime’s Darkness
Spreading Your Omniscient
Brightness

Through the Night.

Erase the Darkness
From My Vision.
May I See Your Light Translated by:

In All that My Eyes Behold. Madhabi Chatterji
January 7, 2024

Let My Burning Pain
Be Lifted Upward
(Drawing me)

Closer to You.

Let Your Divine flame

Touch My Sp}rlt. ' Excerpted from the original by the poet, compiled under the
May You Purify My Life “Puia Parjay” at:

With the Gift of Your Glowing Touch! | .\ Geerabitan.com (downloadable free in pdf form)




1I. “Jibono Jokhono
Shukaye Jaye...... ”

When this Life Perishes

Come (to us)

In a Divine Flow

Of Your Merciful Grace.

When Our Inner Beauty Is Lost
or In Hiding

Come (to us)

With the Sweet Nectar of

Your Sublime Beauty.

When the Trembling Weight of
Our Work

Subsumes All

In an Avalanche

Of Uncontrollable Force....
Appease our Hearts

O Silent One!

Come (to us)

With Your Quietening Footsteps.

When at Our Most Ungiving

We Withdraw

Into Closed Corners

With Uncaring, Heedless Hearts....
O All-Embracing One

Open the Doors Wide!

Come (to us)

In Your All-Giving

Glory.

When Endless Desires

Reduce Us to the Dust

Blinding our Senses

And Blocking All Understanding....
Ever-Pure One!

Sleepless One!

Come (to us)

In Your Infinite Power—

Awaken us

With Your Divine Luminosity.
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Translated by:
Madhabi and Deepti Chatterji
July 7, 2024

Source: From the original by the poet, compiled under the

“Puja Parjay” at: www. Geetabitan.com (downloadable free

in pdf form)
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Beautify my mind.

May You

Awaken me

Prepare me, and
Make me fearless.

May You

Unfurl all that is Good
Relentlessly, and
Ceaselessly.
Translated by:
Madhabi Chatterji
January 7, 2024

May You

Unite me with other beings.
Emancipate me

And free me

From closed d thoughts, | 22ee:

rom closed spaces anc thoughts. Excerpted from the original by the poet, compiled under
May my work and actions the “Puja Parjay” at:
Ever beat in tune www. Geetabitan.com (downloadable free in pdf form)

With Your peace-giving rhythm.
May my spirit forever lie at your
lotus-feet

Untouched and unimpressed by the
outside world.

May You imbue the universe
with joy!

Bless it with joy!

Bless it with joy!

The translator, Madhabi Chatterji, Ph.D., is Professor Emerita of Measurement, Evaluation and
Education from Columbia University’s Teachers College in New York, from where she retired following
a 35+ year career as an academic, scholar and research scientist in 2022. She is delighted to have moved
to the Memphis-Arlington area, where her new home is located close to her two cherished daughters, sons-
in-law and four grandchildren.
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