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Memphis

Editorial

Happy New Year 2025 to all MSBA members and
extended family members.

Wish this year be the year of peace, joy and
accomplishments and let it shower miracles to those
dear members who are in absolute need.

It gives us immense pleasure in being able to bring
out the second edition of MSBA-JT®Y. This is a forum
absolutely dedicated to MSBA members and it is
yours to grab the space to talk about yourself, your
kids, family and know what others in the community
are doing. We surely will be looking forward to the
days when this Newsletter becomes a more frequent
Quarterly Edition.

We had a busy eventful full year and there are so
much to talk about, cherish and reminisce.

The editorial team found it difficult to condense year-
long activities into few paragraphs of this newsletter
and in fact, it became a MSBA diary.

Thanks to your outstanding excitement, cooperation
and participation, we are able to put this edition as
much informative and interesting as possible.

Enjoy!

.
www.msbamemphis.com

A vibrant, premier Bengali
Assotiation of the Mud-Sowtiv
Region elegantly promoting Bengali
clture, traditions, and rici
heritage of world-renowned legenos
of Bengal.
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MSBA celebrated Saraswati Puja on February 17t,
2024 at Cordova Community Center. Members were
gasping to mingle with each other after almost three
months of hibernation past Kalipuja23 and the
friendly weather let them exhale freely.

Huge turnaround was witnessed and our young
member Amit Bhowmick did the priest service with
great honor and dedication. It was a joyful event and
all enjoyed thoroughly. The “Hathe-Khori'part added
extra delight as kids had hard time negotiating with
‘Slate and Chalk’. The parents and Amit had a

challenging time conducting the ritual.
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Saraswati Puja pandal with magnificent background
décor crafted by talented Décor group.

msba.memphis@gmail.com


http://www.msbamemphis.com/
mailto:msba.memphis@gmail.com
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Amit Bhowmick conducting the Puspanjali.

The puja was followed by a quick general body

meeting with the members to get a feedback of event

executions and glancing over the MSBA financials.

Many constructive ideas and comments were
recorded.
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Click here to enjoy
https:/ /voutu.be/xr1GRsYUtA0?si=SRtwD6An

R7XIMiZE
Kali Puja 2024

Kali Puja and Deepavali, the festival of lights were

celebrated on 2" November at Cordova
Community Center. Exquisite hall and pandal
decorations, dazzling Diwali lights and the puja
proceedings added newness in the festive mood.
Sumptuous and lip-smacking food made sure
everyone was happy and the magical fireworks
made this years Diwali an unforgettable one.
Special fireworks, kids sparkles, colorful fountains
were spectacular and made the night very special
to remember for days.

Maa Kali Idol and backound Decor

Kids were ecstatic during fireworks time as they
could indulge in plenty of sparkles and watch colorful
fountains go up.

MSBA in India Fest 2024
The Bengal Pavilion

MSBA participated in India Fest organized by
India Association of Memphis on Nov 9t at
Agricenter International. The theme of the fest was
““Mela - Bringing Sights, Sound & amp; Taste of
India!” - itis a fact that Bengal is peerless in its rich
landscape of rural fairs that not only showcase its
rich legacy of folk songs, dance forms, cultures,
festivals but also a marketplace for unique world
renowned handicrafts, artworks, heritage
handloom products such as ‘Jamdani’, “Tangail’
etc. as well as silk woven famous ‘Baluchari Saree’.
MSBA team spent days in crafting a panorama of
display representing world acclaimed ‘Poush
Mela’ of Shantiniketan and made an outstanding
pavilion.

Exquisite Bengal pavilion with artwork, handicrafts
and elegant display of handloom and silk sarees,


https://youtu.be/xr1GRsYUtAo?si=SRtwD6AnR7XlMiZE
https://youtu.be/xr1GRsYUtAo?si=SRtwD6AnR7XlMiZE

This year some super excited MSBA ladies wanted
to set up a vending booth to show their culinary
skills in making authentic Bengali sweets, snacks
and tea.
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Bengal Sweet Corner and the Ent‘reprehéurs

The booth soon became a hotspot during the
festival and our ladies soon ran out of food stock
to meet the demand. Some of the great hits were
‘Misti Doi’, Rasgolla, Tea and ‘Patisapta’ (a rice
cake). Our ladies were very happy at the debut
role and yes, the smiles on their face said it all.
Revenue earned? - well, its as secret as their minds
are..

Cultural Performances

MSBA family members were super dazzling in
their performances in many dance groups. Girls,
kids, teens and adults alike took part in various
Indian dance forms such as popular Bollywood,
Punjabi Bhangra, Indian Classical Bharatanatyam
and enthralled the audience. A glimpse of the
performances are as below:
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Elina Roy, Atreyee Mukhopadhyaya and others in
Punjabi Bhangra

Mishika , Elina and Niharika in Bharatnrityam
dance performance

New Members Pledged for 2024-25

e MSBA is proud to present many new families

in Memphis and welcome them to the
community. The following list includes the
list of New members who have proudly
pledged their support to MSBA in 2024.

¢ Sneha Goswami

e Ashim Bag and Family

e Atreyee Mukhopadhyay

¢ Indrakshi Dubey and Family

e Partha N Dey and Family

e Madhabi Chatterji

¢ Arindam Mondal and Family

e Ratan Sadhukhan and Family

e Soumadeep Guha

¢ Kishore Kumar Talukdar

Community News
% Solidarity March and Protest for

Abhaya
A peaceful vigil and protest march was held on
19t August at Mud Island Park, Memphis by

various community members to express solidarity

with the protesting doctors in Kolkata in memory
of a PG doctor who was heinously tortured, raped
and killed on 9t August inside R G Kar Hospital
while on duty. This gathering was organized to
provide a forum to heal each other’s agony, pain
and mental trauma and show global solidarity to
the doctors back home.



A large number of MSBA members participated in
the protest march and it was an emotional
congregation and everyone wanted to raise a
global outcry for justice for the young doctor. The
protest march was reorganized again on
September 8% in tandem with the global
community protesting for justice.

The matter back home is still under investigation
and recently a scapegoat has been convicted of the
felony.
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Its appalling that the incident is being sidelined

back home by the local administration to let it fade
away in to oblivion.
Our Gurudev once truly lamented in 1931-
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< Community Reception in honor of
Hon'ble Raksha Mantri of India

MSBA Executive Committee Members were
invited to attend a community reception on
August 25t 2024 in honor of Hon'ble Raksha
Mantri of India Shri Rajnath Singh at Esplanade
Banquet & Conference Center, Cordova, TN. The
event was by invitation only and was attended by

all important Indian community members as the
Defense Minister personally wanted to visit
Memphis.
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During the reception meeting, Raksha Mantri
revealed a surprising fact to us which might be
unknown to many of us. The purpose of his visit
to Memphis was part of his pilgrimage to Swami
Vivekananda who once visited Memphis on
January 13t 1894 at the invitation by the members
of Nineteenth Century Club of Memphis, some of
whom had attended the Parliament of Religions in
Chicago and were enthralled by the lecture. This
was so eye opening to many in the audience.

Feeling so proud to be a Bengali in Memphis

already !

% Our children excelling at School

Join us in celebrating the incredible achievement
of Neev Sharma (son of Jheelam and Adrija
Sharma) and his Team **Backoff Brigade**!
from the White Station Middle School's 6th grade
who were Regional Champions and National
Finalists in the eCYBERMISSION competition -
that was held in Chantilly, Virginia in June 2024.
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This amazing team developed an

innovative solution to combat

tailgating accidents ## in our
community. Out of over 2,000 teams
that participated in this year's
eCYBERMISSION competition,
Neev's team was the Southeast Regional
Champion beating out teams from Georgia,
Florida, Alabama, North Carolina and
South Carolina and were one of the 5 teams
chosen to be National Finalists at the National
Judging & Educational Event (NJ&EE)!

This event was sponsored by the US
Department of Defense. We are so proud of these
young innovators for their hard work, creativity,
and commitment to making our roads safer. Let's
give them a huge round of applause and support




them as they continue to shine ! Great job
Neev!

Aryan Kolay, son of Srikanta and Soumyee Kolay,
student of grade 5 is a blooming talent. He has
been nominated by Bon Lin Elementary School for
National Junior Beta Club. This appreciation by
the school was because of his outstanding
demonstrated academic achievement, exemplary
worthy  character, and  maintaining a
commendable attitude throughout the school
year.

Aryan is a great guitar player and has performed
amazingly well in MSBA events. He has recently
won three awards in the 76th India Republic Day
Event organized by India Association of
Memphis:

- 1stPrize in Essay competition,

- Istprize in Fancy Dress competition and

- 3 prize in Drawing.

Congratulations Aryan “~ and MSBA families
will be watching you!!

Aryan Kolay dressed as Bhagat Singh in the fancy
dress event at Republic Day event by IAM, deservedly
winning the first prize.

% MSBA Girls win MSCIAA Cross Country
Championship

Congratulations to Ishika Sen and Elina Roy,

members of White Station High School Cross

Country Team for winning 2024 Memphis Shelby
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County City Championship held at Shelby Farms
Park.

Proud for these amazing talented girls with
dedication, commitment to hard work and zeal to

live their dreams!! Congratulations!! *

MSBA Family in St Jude Memphis
Marathon Weekend
A proud moment for the MSBA community to
witness Snigdha Roy along with her daughter
Elina Roy participate in the 2024 St. Jude Memphis
Marathon Weekend held on December 7th, 2024 in
the 10K group.

St. Jude Memphis Marathon is one of the biggest
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fund raising events in USA held in support of the
treatment of childhood cancer and other life-
threatening diseases. It allows every runner to
raise funds for the lifesaving mission and Roy
family did show us the way to be part of the noble
cause.

The next event is scheduled in Dec 6t this year and
hope to see more from our community in the run.
Snigdha told that there are many ways to be part
of this charitable cause - we can be a runner, a
walker, a cheerer or a volunteer.

Proud of you Snigdha and Elina!!
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The serenity of Smoky Mountain range has
always been captivating and always poses a
mesmerizing layered panorama from Sunrise to
Sunset throughout the year. Amit Bhowmick, our
ex-MSBA member imagined a perspective of a
cabin view of Smoky Mountain in a misty day
with a branch of bloomed Sakura!

Presented his imagination with a digital artwork:

Serene Smoky Mountain with its first spring bloom
of Sakura.

AFF R 3

> O9F NoF AQRe T (T Qe MG fFafRee e
AT BT B0 SRRy 2R (X 23 T2 T #ff
BRI LI THA ST AN S (FERT TSSO 21 @91
T G AT AT (@0 (FLTICS FIRTICS 5o A
IR VR @3 FREME OiCF A Bfcs Grept 33,
" 93 PIRIERI W 0 90T 7 berol "

(2?7 T P R @9 (AR AT O SIS I (AR
Sifercar 2ifdemiz (bibe aceT|

"7 (TR ST (TR 1Rl g

AT AFCT ATt SfIFIR I A0y A0y ©lF @ 1 FIferrs|
"2 28 A ARF 28| TS (WG (31 21 (11> 731 A SHR

el e &

Amar De

> Chicago Airport, November, 2023
Conversation of a Bengali gentleman with an
American.

American: Where are you from?

Bengali: I am from India.

American: Which part of India?

Bengali: I'm from the state West Bengal.
American: Got it. So, you must be from the West
part of India.

Bengali: No, it is in the East part of India.

American: ‘=

So, where is the state East Bengal located?
Bengali: East Bengal is no more a state, it became
a country.

American: ‘®

What about North Bengal and South Bengal?
Bengali: North Bengal and South Bengal are
inside West Bengal.

{oe
American: Yo

Where is Bengal then?
Bengali: You mean “Bangla”? It went inside
pouch. Selling fast! Only 20 rupees per pouch.

American: ®
Srikant Kolay

Our Proud Sponsors

FITNESS
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MEET GERTIFIED EXPERTS WHD -
HELP YOU UNVEIL HOW YOUR BODY >
TICKS - LIKE NEVER BEFORE.

LET'S TALK!
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Editorial team is greatly thankful to Malobika
Bhowmick for capturing all subtle and important
moments during the MISBA events.




