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I CAN'T
LET THESE
CREATURES LEAVE
THIS PLACE

WITH SO MANY
A\ TRAPPEDP SOULS
h SUFFERING.










THIS
POWER IS
AMAZING.
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STRONGER THAN
I'D IMAGINED!
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\ BEFORE IT
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AND I'LL
COME FCR
YOU WHEN

igrieX g




THE
PEORC ARE
BECOMING TOO

POWERFUL. 4 % 1(// 20 N \
\ WE WON'T 1 \
BE ABLE TO \
FIGHT THEM | \ VeIV
AS WE ARE I 1

FOR MUCH JEse
LOMNGER.

{ L THE CHILD  \
| WHO INHERITED
MY POWERS )
SEEMS TO BE

)\ STRUGGLING. f}.’- gl |

% T APPEARS |
T'M NOT THE
ONLY ONE. il




ANCESTORS WERE

RESPONSIBLE FOR

THE PESTRUCTION
OF THEIR HOME

WHAT WERE
THEY TRYING
TO CONTROL,

CONRADZ

THEY
WERE TRYING
TO CONTROL

NATURE'S
PEADLIEST
FORCES.




ESSENCE.
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“STUPIES FROM THE
SCIENCE AUGURS
PROVED HARNESSING
ESSENCE COULD CREATE
A BETTER WORLD.

“"BUT THE MONGERS
AMONG THEM WANTED
IT FOR THEMSELVES.




T PIDN'T TAKE
LONG FOR A
VICTOR TO BE
DECIDED.

“FEARING UNFETTERED
MONGER SAVAGERY;
THE AUGURS HAD TO

WIN AT ANY COST.

“"THEY FOUND
ANOTHER WAY
TO FIGHT BACK."”




"SCIENTISTS ACROSS ASTRA
CAME TOGETHER TO
CREATE A WEAPON THAT
COULD EXTRACT ESSENCE
FROM THEIR SUN.

“MANY
VOICED THEIR
CONCERNS...

“___BUT IT WAS

A RISK MOST

WERE WILLING
TO TAKE.”




HAPPENED
TO THE PEOPLE

WHO COULD
STILL USE
ESSENCEZ

A GO0OP
QUESTION!

WOAH...
HOW'D YOU
DO THATZ!




ANCESTORS
RECRUITED
NON-ESSENCE
USERS TO
COLONIZE A
NEW WORLD.

STAYED
BEHIND TO
SAVE THE
PLAMNET.

INTERNAL
CONFLICT
BEGAN SPREADPING
AMONGST THE
REMAINING ESSENCE
USERS.

BEFORE
THEY KNEW
IT...




--T KNOW N
WHAT YOU'RE
ABOUT TO
ASK.

HOW DID
OUR PEOPLE
SURVIVE
WITHOUT
ESSENCE
USERSZ

THE
ANSWER
IS QUITE
SIMPLE.

THE
SHIPS USED
AUTOPILOT

PURING
THE LONG
VOYAGE.

A FAIL
SAFE TO
ENSURE THE
SURVIVAL
OF OUR
SPECIES.




“"SINCE OUR ARRIVAL ON
SEVIA, THE FIRST SETTLERS
USED THE TOOLS THEY
HAD AND HARD WORK
TO SURVIVE.

, 5 1%
7 # "AND THEY R
#| weren'T” B




THOUGH
TERRAFORMING IS
FAR FROM COMPLETE,
OUR HARD WORK HAS
ALLOWED RENOVARE AND
SURROUNPING LANDS
TO BECOME LIVABLE
UNTIL IT POES.

S,
NEW

INTERRUPTION

: CONRAPD. '  REFUGEES

APPROACH
THE GATES OF
RENOVARE. WHAT
DO YOU
THINKZ

WHO'LL

WATCH THE

I WILL OF
COURSE.

AFTER
EVERYTHING
YOU'VE PONE

FOR OUR CITY,
I THOUGHT YOU
SHOULD BE THE
ONE TO GREET
THEM.

IT'S THE
LEAST T
CAN PO.

TIMING,
TAYLOR.

HOW
PP HE PO
THOSE TRICKS
WITH THE
HOLOGRAMZ

I KNOW...
IT FELT SO
REAL!

T'LL
LEAVE THE
REST TO




ARAmi

I

T WONDER
WHAT HE'S
LIKE.




YOU

N

CAN TELL
ME WHAT'S |
& WRONG, [
) I\ SWEETY. /)

EVERYTHING
YOU
TOUCH!

A VILE
CREATURE!

EVERYONE
ELSEZ!




4 MAYBE

F THEY'LL BE

| ABLE TO HELP

YOU WHERE
WE'RE

I DOUBT
THERE'S ANYTHING
THAT CAN HELP
A MONSTER LIKE
YOU.

TRIES TO

PROVE HIMSELF kit
MORE THAN

ISN'T A
MONSTER!

IF YOU TOOK
THE TIME TO GET TO
KNOW HIM, YOU
WOULDP UNDERSTAND

THAT!




PID SHE
REALLY JUST
SAY THATZ

HOW COULD
YOU POSSIBLY
LOVE AN
ABOMINATION
LIKE THATZ

HE’'S NOT AN
ABOMINATION.

YOUR

IGNORANCE IS

UNBECOMING.

IT'S
BROUGHT
NOTHING BUT
SUFFERING ANDP
PESTRUCTION
FROM THE DAY 3
IT ENTERED THIS /
ORLD.

IT
SHOULPN'T
EXIST...NOR BE

ALLOWED TO

LIVE.




SEEN HIM
BEFORE.

T DON'T
KNOW WHY
YOU FEEL IT'S
OKAY TO TALK
DPOWN TO
SOMEONE.

WHATEVER
YOUR REASONS
FOR THOSE
STATEMENTS...

THEY'RE
UNNECESSARY.

WHAT COULD - IT's \
A CHILD LIKE YOU Y| - : RESPONSIBLE
POSSIBLY KNOW J : FOR ALL OUR
: = )\ MISFORTUNES.

W-WHO
| DO Yyou
THINK YOU
AREZ!







WHAT MAKES YOU
THINK YOU CAN WALTZ
IN HERE TELLING ADULTS

WHAT THEY CAN AND
CAN'T DOZ!

ABOUT YOU |\
LEARN SOME
MANNERS! £
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ARE YOU
BEING SO

YOU NEED
TO CALM

COWN; BIG .

GuUY.

GIVE THEM
WHAT THEY
WANT.

THIS IS
WHAT T
MEAN!




ARE YOU

THE LEADER

OF THESE
L\ PEOPLEZ

y WHY
DOES THAT

LISTEN,
KID..

HERE TO
SPEAK WITH
YOU.

CARE ABOUT |28
WHAT YOU

HAVE TO

SAYZ

BECAUSE
I'M HERE
TO SPEAK ON
BEHALF OF
THE CITY OF
RENOVARE.




THIS WAY

I

IT TOOK
A WHILE FOR THEM
TO BELIEVE ME, BUT
ONCE THEY REALIZED
T WAS SERIOUS, THEY
\ BECAME VERY
ACCOMOPATING.

HE AND HIS
MOTHER AGREED
TO REMAIN OUTSIPE
OF THE CITY UNTIL
HIS POWERS ARE
UNDER CONTROL.

MALIK'S
PECPLE
FEAR HIM. f

T'LL TAKE
YOU TO THEM
LATER...AFTER T
TAKE CARE OF
AN URGENT




HE SEEMED
CONFIDENT
THAT HE COULDE,
THOUGH.

I'M NOT
SURE.

[Zle]
YOU THINK
THAT BOY
CAN HELP
MEZ

I CAN
PEFINITELY
HELP YOU.

MY NAME
IS CONRAD, AND
THIS IS TAYLOR
ESHRA; MAYOR
OF RENOVARE.




FIRST...
ALLOW ME
TO EXPLAIN
MY ABILITY.

DI yOu
HEAR THAT,




ALK
PIDN'T GAIN
HIS POWERS

THE WAY OUR
ANCESTORS
pio

THEY
WERE
GIVEN TO
US BEFORE

L%
S #F7 ALL T KNOW
) IS THEY WERE

-4 eIvEn TO USs BY

- SOMETHING VERY
Nl POWERFUL.

T UNDERSTAND
THIS THANKS TO i
THE ABILITY T
INHERITED.




I HAVE
THE POWER TO
UNDPERSTAND
THE UNKNOWN.

I CALLIT
PERCEPTION.




MALIK
INHERITED
AN ABILITY
PIFFERENT
FROM MY

O You
KNOW ABOUT
MALIK'S
ABILITYZ

SHOULD
WE BE
CONCERNEDZ /S5




WE'LL NEED
TO MOVE
FURTHER FROM
THE CITY TO




ANY
LIVING
THING WITH
ESSENCE

WHEN
ENOUGH ESSENCE
IS EXERTED, IT
REACTS TO THE
PARTICLES AROUND
YOU, MAKING YOU
LIGHTER THAN
AlR ITSELR

BY
CONTROLLING
THE OUTPUT OF
ESSENCE YOU

CAN FLY. g
=

I SHOULD BE
CAUTIOUS, BUT
T HAVEN'T SEEN
MALIK THIS
HAPPY IN A
LONG TIME.




WE'VE
REACHED OUR
DESTINATION.

THEY CAME
TO RENOVARE
WITH YOUR

A CARAVAN.

/A

“I'VE BEEN
_WATCHING
THEM SINCE.”

THERE'S \
SOMETHING |
ELSE T NEED

TO TELL

YOUu.

THERE
: ARE TWO \
| OTHERS T KNOW
OF WITH POWERS |
LIKE MALIK /

AND ME.




CONFRONT
THEMZ

QUESTIONS
AND THIS MAY
BE MY ONLY
CHANCE TO
HELP THEM.

T'LL X
/ NEED MALIK'S
il HELP IF THEY
\ ' DECIDE TO

THOSE

PLEASE
AREDs THAT © DD%T: MAKE E See
M 1GH
CoUR et THEM ENCOUNTERED
) AGAIN. : THEM
I DON'T BEFORE.

“KEEP THIS
IN MIND.

“LIKE MALIK...
THEY'RE BOTH
STRUGGLING.

"I PON'T
BELIEVE THEIR
ACTIONS HAVE
BEEN THEIR
OWN."

\




THE ONE TO
FIGHT IF THEY
ATTACK.

BUT T WILL
NEED YOUR
ASSISTANCE.







FIND AND
DEVOLR THE




JUST
HAPPENEDZ!

BUT MALIK
DOESN'T
UNDERSTAND.

CONRAD
SHARED HIS
PERCEPTION

WITH ME.

T'LL
LET MALIK
EXPLAIN.

SO
THAT'S HOW
HE'S GOING

TO HELP
MALIK.

BY \
ALLOWING
MALIK TO
PERCEIVE.







CAN T ASK \
YOU A FEW
QUESTIONSZ

g S-SHOULD
- WE RUNZ

GET OUT
OF HERE!

p— [

L] sur ro Lice R
TO FIND OUT. |

U




' WELL...
I'D RATHER

NOT FIN
uT.

WHERE'D
THAT KID
COME
YOU
THINK HE
WANTED
TO TALKZ

Y HAVE TO
4 BE CRAZY
FAST TO
CATCH UP

TO US
,  NOW. ‘
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/ WE HAVE \U
NOTHING

T'LL DEAL
WITH THEM
LATER.













THINK YOUR
PLAN IS5 GOING
TO WORK

T PROMISE
S TIT WON'T.










H
STRONG;, LIKE
THAT ONE KID
WE FOUGHT
BEFORE.

PO yoOu
THINK WE
CAN BEAT
HIM, MAXZ

WE
DIDN'T
FIGHT THAT
OTHER KID AT
OUR FULL
STRENGTH
BEFORE
EITHER.




WE
HAVE NO
CHOICE!
YOu
HAVE NO
| 1DEA wHAT
'\ WE'RE GOING
\  THROUGH!

T UNDERSTAND
MORE THAN
YOU KNOW.







YOU KNOW
WHAT TO PO, VL.

_ \\ W /////////////////////

THE TWO OF
YOU CAN
CO.





















I THINK

/[ WE'RE WEARING
¢ HiM DOWN!










PERCEPTION



CONRAD
STRUNYE

PERCEPTION

CONRAD CAN:

. Break himself into particles and then

reassemble.

. Use his particles to increase cellular

. Discern any ability in its entirety.

regeneration in himself and others.

Transmogrify into known and unknown
elements.

See far and wide into the distance.




OVERLOAD



MALIK
STRAHL

OVERLOADD

1 MALIK CAN:

e i

1. Give more Essence to non-living matter.
a. Overload allows empowered matter to
exceed normal capacity.

2. Command more non-living matter than
] his peers.

3. Take control of non-living matter
‘# empowered by someone else.

4. Become stronger based on how many
individuals are empowered by him.




Y

OBSCURE & PEAK



e iy

MAX
EXVEL

OBSCURE & BOND

MAX CAN:

Hide or alter the colors of orbs
floating around him.

Become invisible.

Empower others, even if the person he’s
empowering is at capacity.

Empower non-living matter at a fraction
of the cost.

Use any ability Vi is empowered with.



LINK & TRANSPLANT



. TRANSPLANT & LINK

—
VI CAN: .
1. Teleport herself, others, or
empowered matter to any location
‘ in view.
2. Instantly transfer Essence from one L
source to another.
3. Link the consciousnesses of anyone
in view. .

4. Use any ability Max is empowered with.




YOU CAN LEARN
MORE BY VISITING
ESSENCECOMICS.COM
OR SCANNING THE
QR COPE BELOW.
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