First Reading: Acts 10:34-43

34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, * but in every people anyone
who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. *® You
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. *” That message spread throughout
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John

announced: ** how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. ** We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree, ** but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, *! not to all the people but to us
who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. ** He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. ** All the prophets testify about him that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Gospel (alternate): John 20:1-18

!'Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed
from the tomb. ? So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have
laid him.” * Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward
the tomb. * The two were running together, but the other disciple
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. > He bent down to look in and
saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. ® Then Simon
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s head,
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by

itself. ® Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went

in, and he saw and believed, ° for as yet they did not understand the
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. '° Then the disciples
returned to their homes.

' But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb, 2 and she saw two angels in white sitting
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other
at the feet. '3 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She
said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know
where they have laid him.” '* When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was
Jesus. !° Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are
you looking for?”” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him,
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him,
and I will take him away.” '° Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). ! Jesus
said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” '8 Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the
Lord,” and she told them that he had said these things to her.

2026 EcoFaith Summit of the Upper Midwest: From Fear to Fire:
Igniting Community for a Planet in Peril: Saturday, April 18, 9:30am

- 5:00pm, Registration Deadline for In-Person is Sunday, April 12.
First Lutheran Church in Duluth and Zoom Livestream. The day
includes inspiring speakers, spoken word artist, painting artist, action
stations, afternoon engagement sessions, children’s programming,
youth and young adult specific community time, table exhibits, group
livestream experience guide, and networking time to equip disciples in
congregations, camps, campuses and communities to respond to our
planet in peril. To register and for more information including a group
discount, free registration under age 30:
https://www.ecofaithnetwork.org/ecofaith-summit-2026
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