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FROM THE PASTOR               The Value of the New 

As I’ve mentioned previously, each year I find myself choosing a kind of spiritual theme for the year to come, 

often based on Bible verses or devotional reading I’ve done early on in January.  In 2024,  the theme verse for 

the year of my devotional book was from Ezekiel 36:26: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in 

you.”  The pairing of the verse along with my realization that I had been granted a Sabbatical in February that 

would include new experiences, led me to focus on the concept of newness for the year.  As I moved through 

the months, I was on a kind of newness watch, paying additional attention to new people, places, and 

experiences.   

The year included more newness than I might have anticipated.  There were definitely new experiences on my 

Sabbatical, including reading new scholarly books on Scripture; traveling through the Ozarks, a new experience 

for us; and spending time in St. Augustine, also a new destination.  I purchased two new musical instruments 

through the year; a high end Mountain Dulcimer and Olivewood Treble Recorder.  Becoming acquainted with 

these new instruments was engaging and joyful, and the new destinations were refreshing and engaging.  

Additionally, as a 35
th

 anniversary gift to ourselves, Phil and I bought new appliances for our kitchen, where the 

youngest appliance was well over 25 years old.  The more efficient designs and shiny stainless-steel surfaces 

have continued to be a daily source of satisfaction.  Our daughter and her husband bought a new house in Blaine 

in the spring and we now have both of our adult children and their spouses living 6 minutes away from each 

other and just over two hours away from us; this is a newness that has inspired and delighted us.   

Moreover, we added new members to our community and church this past year, many of whom have become 

new friends; and a new choir, JOYFUL has begun, which has indeed been a joyful addition to our worship and 

congregation.    There is much to be said about the value of the new!  

All of this newness I’ve so far mentioned came in positive or inviting forms, but the idea of newness took on 

greater depth for me in the experience of my Father-in-law’s death in February of 2024.  I found myself 

pondering how our God is the God who makes all things new---even us.  In deaths like my Father-in-law, or 

some of the others we experienced this year in our congregation, it was clear that the physical body of that 

beloved person just couldn’t continue to sustain their soul.  The only way forward was to be made new 

altogether, through the power of our Lord, who makes all things new, both in this life and in the next.  The 

newness of us and those we love, in the that realm of resurrection, is cause for hope and wonder.   

We enter now a New Year--2025.  Whatever spiritual theme might become a focus for any of us, God is already 

there before us, in the New Year, leading the way into the future.  Our God, who gifts us with the blessing of 

the new, as well as making all things new, is our Light as we encounter all that will be old and new to us in this 

next cycle around the sun.  May we be blest in this New Year!  

In Christ, Pastor Susan  

 

 

WORSHIP IN JANUARY 

This month finds us moving through the season of Epiphany, the season of light and revelation.  Although our 

Advent wreath is gone from the chancel area, our beautiful candelabras will be lit each Sunday, emphasizing the 

theme of Christ’s light amidst darkness.  
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Sunday, January 5-Epiphany Sunday.  We will celebrate the Festival of Epiphany one day early, on the closest 

Sunday.  JOYFUL will sing, and we will celebrate Holy Communion at the altar on this first Sunday of the New 

Year. 

Sunday, January 12-A Sunday in Epiphany.  We will celebrate Holy Communion by intinction.   

Sunday, January 19-A Sunday in Epiphany.  We will celebrate Holy Communion by intinction in service led by 

Sticks and Strings. 

Sunday, January 26-A Sunday in Epiphany.  We will celebrate Holy Communion by intinction and include an 

opportunity for Healing and Anointing in our service.   

 

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE 

The Annual Meeting for our Knife River Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, February 9 following 

worship.  As usual, this will be a potluck brunch, so be prepared to bring a brunch dish to share as we celebrate 

the ministry of the year past and look forward to 2025.  Please note—Annual reports are due to Melanie 

McMillion by January 26, if they are to be included in the  report packet.   

 

JANUARY VOLUNTEERS 

        January 5         January 12 January 19        January 26        

Ushers         P. von Goertz         E. Lee  B. Berg         B. Anderson 

                                    M. von Goertz        J. Lee          R. Alreck         T. Anderson 

 

Lector   A. Hubbartt            D. Jackson     R. Alreck         C. Whiting           

 

Communion Asst        A. Hovis                 K. Bloom             A. Hubbartt             Conf. Student 

  

Altar Preparation     D Jackson and Jan Swanson ------------------------------------------------- 

  

Offering Counters    K. Struve                L. Olson             Scott J                      K. Pollard      

        J. Lee            M. von Goertz M. Garey                 M. Dent 

 

Coffee Fellowship     Available        Available               Available                 Available 

                    

Live Streaming         Tech Team        Tech Team           Tech Team               Tech Team            

 

Children’s Church/      C. Smith         A. Jasperson         L. Burkhard             R. Alreck 

Kid’s Connect     O. Smith                 G. Ojard                A. Hubbartt             D. Mattson 

 

 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

4  Jim Bujold 

4     Chris Cuypers 

5     Bill Gorman 

5    Anne Davies 

8            Peter Stoddard 

8     Karin Harris 

14   Chris Cuypers 

16 Sydney Pollard 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

24 Kyle Beardsley 

26 Mike Garey 

28 Courtney Anderson 

31 Rich Ojard 

31 Laurie Peck 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

2 Don & LeeAnn Olson 
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Council Buzz – December 2024 By Helene Hedlund 

 

The Council has identified the following 3 major outcomes for 2024 

 Identify KRLC as “The Heart of The Community” 

 Improve/expand communication 

 Assess decisions to be certain they are accomplishing what was intended 

What’s Happening 

 Draft and implement archiving process – ongoing 

 Proposed Budget approved and will be presented to congregation at annual meeting for comment and 

approval. 

 Review Committee Structure processes – will require Bylaws change.  nearing completion 

 The annual meeting has been rescheduled for February 9,  

 Discussion continues whether we will have a January indoor picnic.  More to follow in  the December 

Newsletter. 

 There are currently no plans for a New Years’ Eve game night. 

 VP David Grong will bring the nominating committee together to fill open Council positions.  Randi 

Alreck and CraigWhiting have completed their terms.  A hearty thank you to both Randi and Craig for 

your commitment to KRLC and its Council. 

 We have had not had a volunteer step forward yet to take on management of our WEBsite.  Please 

consider serving KRLC in this manner.  Our WEBmaster oversees the posting of live streamed services, 

printed materials such as Newsletter, Sermons, Confirmation materials, Council minutes and other 

church related documents.  Please let either me or the church office know if you are interested to 

managing our WEB.   

 

Thank you for your support of the 2024 Council 

 

CHURCH MOUSE 
 
Two Very Joyful Days 

 

Each year, many of our church mice participate in our community’s Julebyen as characters, crafters, bakers, 

helpers and train narrators. Did you see our Troll Todd Monger dance a joyful jig with GB Leighton, a 

Minnesota singing legend?  

 

As always, a Julebyen favorite is our Sunday morning Living Nativity - a tenderhearted and gentle reminder of 

the true meaning of Christmas. The KRLC community acted, sang, prayed and walked to Bethlehem together. 

What a glorious musical procession!  

 

There was the special moment when Shepherd Jasper and his little sister, Iris the Angel, joined us for Sunday 

School for the first time.  And then, watching them jump for joy when they saw their school friends Hudson and 

Jula walk in the room made the rest of us jump for joy, too!  

 

This energy continued when the four friends encouraged their moms to be angels and join in with them and 

Mary (Ally), Joseph (Anthony), Angel Audrey Carlson’s precious Baby Doll Jesus, Kings Gunny, Tor and 

Craig, Angels Natalie and Alaina, Donkey Linda, Shepherd Trygg and Shepherd-Narrator Tim.  
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Our Joyful Choir led by Angel Patti caused the goats, camels and donkey to sway and swoosh their tails in time 

to the music while the watchful audience sang along and became joyfully teary eyed. It was a sight to behold!  

 

“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.” Luke 2:10 

 

Remember these joy-filled moments and keep them close.  

 

THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

On behalf of the Julebyen 2024 planning team, we extend a hearty thank you to KRLC for its involvement this 

year.  The church organized the ever popular Live Nativity and we were able to utilize the church lower level to 

assemble food offerings and beverages to be sold in the JB Bakeri. 

 

JB relies on 100s of volunteers to organize this event.  KRLC membership is always there willing to help in 

numerous ways to help make this community festival successful.  Some are involved in long-term planning  . . . 

others spend numerous hours preparing and dismantling the grounds.   And then there are what I refer to as the 

weekend warriors.  Baking, crafting, managing the grounds, singing, selling product and managing traffic and 

other safety issues are all part of a successful Julebyen experience.  2024 was a great event thanks to these 

volunteers.  KRLC is and remains the Heart of the Community.  Clearly, a job well done. 

 

Merry Christmas 

Helene Hedlund, Event Chair 
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"GOD'S GOODNESS IS IN THE DETAILS." By Paul Von Goertz 
 
I wrote the following for the KRHCC newsletter sometime around 2010, but feel the need 
to retell it for our newer members. 
 
Mary and I try to take in a choral concert every Christmas.  Around this time we took in the 
Arrowhead Chorale's concert in a beautiful Roman Catholic gothic cathedral in south 
Superior.  We chose that concert because Pastor Susan was singing in it. 
 
We were late to the concert because I got lost ("Never ask for directions.")  I dropped 
Mary off and parked blocks away.  I knew I would be late and was not happy about that. 
 As I neared the church, I saw a strange site.  There was a woman trying to push a 
hospital gurney up and over a curb.  As I got closer I could see she was struggling 
frantically and in tears.  She appeared to be in her forties.  I asked if I could help.  The 
man on the gurney (her husband?) laid motionless and expressionless.  He appeared very 
frail and pale, wearing an oxygen mask, and covered with a thick quilt. 
 
I have no idea how the two of them got into this predicament.  I was struck by their love for 
each other and determination to take in the concert together.  Was this concert the 
prelude for him to see the face of Christ?  I offered to help the couple into the church, but 
she thanked me and said she could "take it from here." 
 
It was God's Goodness that made me late and placed me where I could help this poor 
couple.  It was cold and there was no one else to help them hear the reassuring and 
comforting words and music that foretells the Savior's birth - and the promise of 
everlasting life. 
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