WPOA ECC Public Meeting
March 31, 2025
Attendees:
1. Committee: Kirk Schwyn (Chair), John Doerr, Dan Haines, Greg Chomet, Craig Moronie.
1. Remote: Hal Copeland.
1. Public: Jim Eliter.
Votes and Outcomes:
1. No formal votes were recorded during this "working meeting," though consensus was reached on pursuing individualized remediation plans.
Summary of Discussion Points:
1. DEP Meeting Debrief: Kirk summarized a "guns blazing" meeting with the DEP. Violations in the community have increased from four properties to nine.
1. Legal Strategy: Discussion on the Sacket EPA ruling regarding "significant nexus" and surface water connections. The committee explored whether federal changes could provide relief from strict state wetland definitions.
1. Global Management vs. Individual Liability: The DEP suggested the WPOA take global responsibility for the green belt, but the committee noted this might increase litigation risk for the association.
1. Delineation Costs: Hal estimated that a full professional delineation of the 100-acre green belt would cost between $30,000 and $50,000.
Outcomes and Decisions:
1. The committee decided to focus on individualized "Consent Orders" for the nine violating properties to provide immediate permitting relief.
1. Kirk will remain the primary point of contact for the DEP to streamline communication.
Future Discussion Items:
1. Consulting a land-use attorney regarding the Sacket ruling.
1. Creating a template for remediation plans to present to the DEP.
1. Exploring the sale of green belt land to homeowners to divest the WPOA of liability.
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