How to Inspire Your Students with Artist 
Andy Goldsworthy*

[image: student artwork inspired by Andy Goldsworthy]Grade Level
6 - 8 (Can be adapted for Elementary or HS)

Lesson Length
40-60 minutes

Subjects:
Art, Math, Language Arts, Science




Simply follow the steps below to get started.
[bookmark: _k6ui0mhfxae0]Reinforce the elements and principles with natural materials.
British artist, Andy Goldsworthy, is an excellent example of an artist who is not only 
inspired by nature but creates art using natural materials. His land art sculptures are 
intentionally temporary and left in their environment.

1. Begin by sharing images and video clips of Goldsworthy’s work. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPDH8yCnlk0

2. Ask students to identify how the artist created lines and shapes using natural materials. 
3. Point out different examples of radial, symmetrical, and asymmetrical balance. 

4. Have students explain how the artist used contrasting colors or values to lead the eye

5.  around the artwork.

6. Explain Goldsworthy’s process of leaving the finished work in nature. He knows his 
work is only temporary, later to be destroyed in its natural environment. Ask students 
how they feel about this quality of his work. Does the photograph become a work of art
as a result? 
7. Have your students discuss this aesthetic question before creating temporary land art 
of their own.

[image: student working on Andy Goldsworthy inspired artwork]
[bookmark: _m5rncuzeqgxm]Encourage students to collaborate to create their own land art.
1. Divide your students into small groups for this activity. They will act as collectors,
sculptors, and photographers throughout the process. 

2. Students will need to gather materials from their environment to help demonstrate balance, contrast, line, shape, etc. They will work together to build their land art sculpture.

Tip: If you’re not in an area with a variety of natural materials, consider collecting items beforehand. Take a relaxing hike and pick up potential materials for your students. 
Pinecones, sticks, rocks, leaves, etc. would all be useful for this project.

3. Once the work is complete, students may take turns photographing their creation. If your technology options are limited, you could allow groups to use a single camera or phone 
under your supervision. This would be a good opportunity to discuss composition, 
camera angles, and light source.
 
4. Ask students to think about how to best represent their sculpture in a single image.
[bookmark: _pp65029goy28][bookmark: _pqazt5jbiy8p]
Tip: Be prepared for early finishers.

You may find some groups finish this activity rather quickly, while others take a lot of time and consideration in terms of how they place their materials. For early finishers, give students a variety of creative options. Students may create another land art sculpture, work independently, 
or help another group complete their work. These students may find inspiration from other 
groups by seeing different uses of materials or construction methods. You could also have a few sketchbooks handy for students to take advantage of their time 
outside to draw from nature.
[bookmark: _r9hqf1rycjxx]Have a list of drawing prompts like:
· • Create a still life of at least three natural items found in your environment.
· • Sketch your land art sculpture.
· • Draw a landscape of the environment around you.
· • Re-imagine the environment as a different season, climate, or planet.
· • Sketch a portrait of your classmate and include the environment in your composition.
· 
· 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _zcyu0t4a8nrq]Allow your students to reflect on their experience in nature.
Once each group has completed their land art sculptures and photographed the work, ask them 
to reflect on their experience. How was using natural materials different from using traditional art supplies? Was the construction of the land art more or less important to them than the photograph?

Ask students to select their best photograph or one for each person in the group. Prepare to have
these images printed for their next art class. Then, continue the class discussion on Goldsworthy, temporary art, and photography. Ask students to title their work and write an artist statement.

· Adapted from The Art of Education University for FEAST 
[bookmark: _bh6g1l2hqjol]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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