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You should also consider whether the defendant provoked the attack.  A person who engages in unlawful conduct of a type likely to provoke others to attack, and who does provoke an attack, is not allowed to use or threaten force in self-defense against that attack.
However, if the attack which follows causes the person reasonable to believe that he is in imminent danger of death or great bodily harm, he may lawfully act in self-defense.  But the person may not use or threaten force intended or likely to cause death unless he reasonably believes he has exhausted every other reasonable means to escape from or otherwise avoid death or great bodily harm. 

