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Find the BEST word from the Word Bank below to fill in the blank for each sentence.

1. The _______________ of Harry’s tiny head with his massive frame made for a cartoonish picture.
2. No matter how much the sisters tried to _______________ their dad—proclaiming him generous, fun-loving, and selfless—he refused to buy any more tickets for rides at the fair.
3. After a _______________ examination of the artifacts, the archaeologist realized that he had probably stumbled on the find of the century.
4. During the sentencing, the victim’s mother said there was no way the murderer could _______________ for killing her only child.
5. Most women would be in a _______________ trying to get everything just right for their wedding, but Amy showed nothing but a calm and cool demeanor.
6. Unease among animals is often a _______________ of an imminent earthquake.
7. When talking to the class, the teacher described John’s essay as a _______________ that everyone should strive to reproduce.
8. The school officials spent the entire year gathering evidence in an effort to _______________ themselves from the charges brought against them in the cheating scandal.
9. The king was a _______________ ruler who always sought the sensible advice of his advisers.
10. We were shocked Ann Marie had the _______________ to challenge our teacher’s authority in class.
Word Bank:  temerity     cursory     portent     pragmatic     juxtaposition     dither     paragon     blandish     exculpate     expiate


