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Direct evidence is proof that does not require an inference, such as the testimony of 

someone who claims to have personal knowledge of a fact. Circumstantial 

evidence is proof of a fact, or a series of facts, that tends to show that some other 

fact is true.  

As an example, direct evidence that it is raining is testimony from a witness who 

says, “I was outside a minute ago and I saw it raining.” Circumstantial evidence 

that it is raining is the observation of someone entering a room carrying a wet 

umbrella.  The law makes no distinction between the weight to be given to either 

direct or circumstantial evidence.  

You should decide how much weight to give to any evidence. In reaching your 

verdict, you should consider all the evidence in the case, including the 

circumstantial evidence.  You must decide whether the testimony of each of the 

witnesses is truthful and accurate, in part, in whole, or not at all. You also must 

decide what weight, if any, you give to the testimony of each witness. 

In evaluating the testimony of any witness, including any party to the case, you 

may consider, among other things: the ability and opportunity the witness had to 

see, hear, or know the things that the witness testified about; the witness’s 

memory; any interest, bias, or prejudice the witness may have; the witness’s 

intelligence; the manner of the witness while testifying; and the reasonableness of 

the witness’s testimony in light of all the evidence in the case. 


