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The evidence in this case includes only what the witnesses said while they were testifying under oath; the exhibits that I allowed into evidence; the stipulations that the lawyers agreed to; and any facts that I have told you to simply assume had been proven.
Nothing else is evidence. The lawyers' statements and arguments are not evidence. Their questions and objections are not evidence. The indictment is not evidence. My legal rulings are not evidence. And my comments and questions are not evidence. Do not speculate about what some witness might have said or what some exhibit might have shown. Such things not in evidence are not evidence, and you are bound by your oath not to let them influence your decision in any way.  Make your decision based only on the evidence, as I have defined it here, and nothing else.
You should use your common sense in weighing the evidence. Consider it in light of your everyday experience with people and events, and give it whatever weight you believe it deserves. If your experience tells you that certain evidence reasonably leads to a conclusion, you are free to reach that conclusion.
