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[bookmark: _GoBack]Members of the jury, now it is time for me to instruct you about the law you must follow in deciding this case.  I will start by explaining your duties and the general rules that apply in every criminal case.  Then I will explain the elements of the crimes that the defendant is accused of committing. You may think of the "elements" of the crimes as the essential ingredients, or important parts, of the proof of the crimes.  Then I will explain some rules that you must use in evaluating particular testimony and evidence.  And last, I will explain the rules that you must follow during your deliberations in the jury room, and the possible verdicts that you may return.  Please listen very carefully to everything I say.
You have two main duties as jurors. The first one is to decide what the facts are from the evidence that you saw and heard here in court. Deciding what the facts are is your job, not mine, and nothing I have said or done during this trial was meant to influence your decision about the facts in any way.
Your second job is to take the law that I give you, apply it to the facts, and decide if the government has proved the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. It is my job to instruct you about the law, and you are bound by the oath you took at the beginning of the trial to follow the instructions that I give you, even if you personally disagree with one or more of them. 
