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Members of the Jury,
I will now explain the presumption of innocence and the People’s burden of proof. The defendant has pleaded not guilty to the charge. The fact that a criminal charge has been ﬁled against the defendant is not evidence that the charge is true. You must not be biased against the defendant just because he has been arrested, charged with a crime, or brought to trial.  
A defendant in a criminal case is presumed to be innocent. This presumption requires that the People prove a defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. Whenever I tell you the People must prove something, I mean they must prove it beyond a reasonable doubt, unless I speciﬁcally tell you otherwise.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you with an abiding conviction that the charge is true. The evidence need not eliminate all possible doubt because everything in life is open to some possible or imaginary doubt.


