
Texas

The Promised Land



cheap land, a new start, adventure

G.T.T.



1803 Louisiana Purchase

$15 M

2,071,990 km2



1820



Austin Colony 1823

• Austin laid claim to about 
22 leagues (390 km2)

• Families engaged in 
farming received a labor 
of land (0.7 km2)

• Those raising livestock 
were given a league of 
land, about 4,428 acres 
(17.92 km2)

1825 Charles X



Requirements for Austin’s Colony

• Swear loyalty to Spain 

• Be baptized into Catholic faith 

• Be a family 

• Be a hard worker 

• Be a law abiding citizen 



1830 No More Anglos

Louis-Philippe

Charles X 



April 21, 1836

Battle of San Jacinto 22 min

1/3 of what is now the United 

States of America changed 

ownership

1775-1836 Ampère

Will you come 

to the bower I 

have shaded 

for you?



Texas 1836



Republic of Texas

• neither money nor 

population to defend 

itself against the 

Mexicans and the 

Indians.

• When the government 

was organized in 1836, 

it had only $55.68 in 

the treasury.



550,000 km2

693,600 km2

1,018,107 km2

550,000 km2



Land was the Real Currency

1836-1847

1. Bounty warrant: incentive payment to recruit soldiers 
– 21,668 km2

2. Donation certificate: payment to soldiers who had 
served – 4,703 km2

3. Land Scrip certificate: sold to raise funds – 5,380 km2

4. Headrights: encourage settlers to stay – 122,862 km2

5. Old Empresario (land agent) system – 168,230 km2

6. Pre-emption Grant  - after statehood



How to obtain land in Texas

1. Apply

2. Certificate issued

3. Locate desired land

4. Hire surveyor

5. Submit to General Land Office for deed

First Land Commissioner – John Borden, 1837







BFL: 1876-1950

MEH: 1880-1971

1836-1925 1844-1941

1815-1898

1856-19261851-1914

1833-1862

1812-18501808-1846



1638-1715: Louis XIV 

1769-1821: Napoleon Bonaparte

1768-1830: Jean Baptiste Fourier



Bandera Pass



1852: Emperor Napoleon III crowned

1853: Haussman redesigns Paris

Bandera, Texas 1909

Bandera, Texas, founded in 1852 - 1853

Courthouse 1890



1850: 213,000 population 

1900:  3,048,710 

1850: 35 million population 

1900:  40 million

1876 Last Indian raid in Bandera County

1871: Third Republic



www.langfordfamily.com

www.treybigfamily.com

www.delayre.com

“Texas is a great country 

for men and dogs, but hell 

on women and horses.”


