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The unfolding of themes in the book of Exodus reveals God's grace, so transparent in His covenant law and in the ceremonial symbolism of Israel's life and worship, in His sanctuary.

The sanctuary service answers the question, "How can sinful man approach a holy God?" God's desire for man to worship Him and the blessings and reward for obedience outlining the way of access to Himself are expressed in the special enactments of sacrifices, offerings, and priestly mediation.  The sanctuary service shows them how to worship, serve, and obey a holy God. 

In the sanctuary, God desired that the worshiping Israelites would not only see Him in the glory but would also see an illustration of how He planned to save each one of them.  Elaborate 

instructions were given in Moses' day as to how God was to be worshipped and to how His dwelling place was to be constructed and furnished (25-31) (Heb. 8:5).  All of these served to remind the worshipper of God's majesty and holiness.  "I will dwell among them."  "The tabernacle was a visual reminder of the presence of God among His people. Every article placed within the sanctuary, every article of the sanctuary itself, and every article of clothing or sacrifice pointed to God's plan of redemption, His holiness, and His character.  We are reminded that God's holiness is to be reflected in our worship.

God had the sanctuary built for all mankind.  He planned its detailed services to reveal His relationship with man and how man can have a more intimate relationship with Him.  

During their sojourn in the wilderness Jehovah ordered the Hebrews to construct the Tabernacle at the very heart of their encampment wherever they might be located.  Its precincts were to be kept separate from all their secular activities and evil associations.  The tents of the leaders of 

Israel were to form the perimeter of a large open space in which no secular activities might be carried out.  Within this plaza a much smaller area was designated, "the court" of the Tabernacle. At its heart was the place of worship and the throne of God.  This plan emphasized that everything they did was to revolve around the Sanctuary, and that Jehovah's dwelling place was the center of His government.  In the structure there were three curtains for doors.  One curtain was at the entrance into the courtyard.  In the Hebrew language these particular doors carried the meaning of thinking or decision.  As a person stood outside he was to make a decision to come into the court.  Christ said, "I am the door."  

The steps that the priests took in their daily sanctuary work and worship is a pattern for communicating with God.  The goal of prayer is an intimate relationship with an unseen God.  

The daily work of the priests in the earthly sanctuary reveals how God deals with each human heart to cleanse from moral defilement.  The sanctuary holds answers for each besetting need because everything points to Jesus and relationship with Him.

THE COURTYARD
Step 1: Enter His gates with praise and thanksgiving.  The earthly priests began their daily work by entering the courtyard reverently, chanting and singing praises to God.  God was honored

by this praise, and it prepared the way for Him to work in the salvation of the people.  "Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name. " (Ps 100:4)  "He who sacrifices thank offerings honors me, and he prepares the way so that I may show him the salvation of God (Ps. 50:23).  As we spend more time in praise prayer, our heart turns more naturally to thankfulness and appreciation for even familiar blessings. The book of Psalms, we find that the Holy One is "enthroned on the praises of Israel" (Ps. 22:3 RSV)

The first step in sanctuary prayer is to enter His courts with praise--praise for who He is: our Great God, Creator, King of the universe, Friend, Brother, Father, Counselor, All-wise Guide, etc.

Step 2:  The Altar of Sacrifice offers an opportunity for confession and forgiveness.  In the sanctuary in the wilderness, the first item of furniture that the priest came to as he entered the courtyard was the bronze altar on which the animal sacrifice, typically a lamb, was slain and burned as a sin offering.  That was the earthly illustration of the real sacrifice for all sin which was accomplished at the cross of Calvary by our Lord, the Lamb of God.

Just as the priest went through the ritual of sacrifice that provided salvation, so Jesus as our High Priest, mediating in behalf of mankind, can be trusted to cleanse us of all unrighteousness.  "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9)  There is no blanket forgiveness, we must be specific in our confessions.  We can tell God that it is our greatest desire to please Him in all things, and ask Him to help us submit to Him and to resist the devil Jesus says, "Come now, let us reason together,  though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool."  (Isaiah 1:18)

Step 3: The Laver of washing offers the washing of Jesus to give us inward beauty--holiness, and His righteousness, symbolic of baptism.  Each priest was to wash at the laver before entering the Holy Place.  If the priest did not wash, it showed a rejection of Jesus.  It is interesting to note that the laver was made from brass mirrors, symbolic of God's law as a mirror to us.  When we look into God's law we see our sinfulness and imperfections.  If we give up that sinfulness, Jesus can wash us.  Daily we need to be washed in the Word of God.  The Bible speaks of three things that cleanse us: the blood of the Lamb of God, the water of baptism, and the Word of God.  Each morning as we worship God we may seek a new baptism, asking for clean hands and a pure heart, that our actions, thoughts, and motives might please God.

THE HOLY PLACE

Step 4:  The Golden Candlestick of the Holy Spirit represents Jesus as the light of the world, and the whole lampstand points to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit working as one in character and purpose offering their infilling for us.  As we come to the lampstand each morning, freshly emptied of sin and self at the altar of sacrifice and at the laver, we are ready to be filled with the fullness of God.  The Spirit is to use us, not us use the Spirit.  We can ask God to fill us with the qualities listed in Isaiah 11:1-5 that we might be effective in our witness for Him.   A spirit-filled Christian will show that he is a child of God by the way he lives his life.

Step 5:  The Table of Shewbread is indicative of Jesus as the Bread of Life.  The table holds 12 loaves of bread, one loaf for each tribe, kept continually before the throne of God.  Each Sabbath the loaves were replaced with fresh ones.  These loaves represent the body of Christ, which was not only offered on the cross of Calvary but is given to mankind for all generations, for all eternity.  Jesus is always in the presence of God.  He has promised to feed (give) us His own character and power.  We never have to be without Him.  He is our spiritual food, the Bread of life, which we receive by partaking of the infilling of the Word, our daily bread.

Step 6:  The Altar of Incense is symbolic of our prayers ascending to heaven and of Jesus intercession in our behalf.  Only the high priest served at the altar of incense in the wilderness sanctuary, and only Jesus serves as our high priest in the heavenly sanctuary.  It is here that He receives the sincere prayers of the contrite petitioner.  This work Jesus ascended into heaven to do after His resurrection.  "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was with out sin.  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need."  (Hebrews 4:15, 16)  "Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them."

(Hebrews 7:25)

The incense of Christ's perfect life blends with our prayers and makes them acceptable in heaven.  God asks each of us to become priests, interceding in behalf of others.  Jesus received His power by constant connection with the Father.  That same privilege is available to us.  All true prayer is prayed under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

THE MOST HOLY PLACE

Step  7:  Entrance into the Most Holy Place, the final step, is where judgment takes place.  This is the place where Jesus is completing His work before He returns as victorious King to take His faithful home.  The work of judgment includes an investigation.  God examines our thoughts, motives, and actions.  (Jeremiah 17:10)  Lamentations 3:40 and 2 Corinthians 13:5 instructs that we are to examine our own heart and life.  The day will come when the universe will also examine our lives.  (I Corinthians 4:9 and Ephesians 3:10-11)

God desires that we seek Him with our whole heart.  He will not accept a divided allegiance.  No words make prayer, only an undivided heart reaching out to God is prayer."  "Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer."  (Romans 12:12)

The ultimate meaning of the sanctuary is personal fellowship with God which was made clear when God first gave instructions for building the earthly tabernacle: "And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them" (Ex. 25:8

The following summary of our walk through the sanctuary clarifies the simplicity of developing that relationship:  

 Steps to Personal Prayer as Revealed in the Sanctuary Illustration

1. Praise as you enter the gate

2. Repentance and confession at the altar of sacrifice

3. Daily cleansing, rebaptism, emptying of self and sin at the laver

4. Daily asking for the fullness of the Holy Spirit at the lampstand

5. Growth: obedience and action as we eat at the table of shewbread

6. Intercession for others at the altar of incense (Exodus 19:5,6)

7. Judgment:investigation, discipline, and instruction, in the Most Holy Place

Each morning is a opportunity to begin life anew.  The incense of Christ's perfect life blends with our prayers and makes them acceptable in heaven.  God asks each of us to become priests, interceding in behalf of others.  Jesus received His power by constant connection with the Father.  That same privilege is available to us.  All true prayer is prayed under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

God's desires that we seek Him with our whole heart.  He will not accept a divided allegiance.  "No words make prayer, only an undivided heart reaching out to God is prayer."  "Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer."  (Romans 12:12)
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