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HISTORIC MARKER DEDICATED--Princi-
pals in the dedication of a Texas Historical
Society Medallion marker at the New Hope-
Bethel Baptist Church are shown following
the unveiling Sunday. They are, from the
left, Dr. Joe Mason of Marshall, dedication
speaker; Mrs. Belva Beall who did the research
on the church history; Mrs. Zeda Schulze,
county historical commission chairman; Pas-
tor W. T. Love who has served the church
as pastor since 1937; and the Rev. J. .
Owens of Woodbville, association missionary.
The marble mounting for the marker was
donated by Geo. B. Partin & Son Company
of Nacogdoches and was erected by Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Lawrence of Wyman Roberts
Funeral Home in San Augustine.

--Rambler Photo
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ORIGIN AND SUBSSQURNT HISTORY OF NBY HOPS-
UBTHEL BAPTIST CHUBCHE IN BAST TBIAS

By
BILVA VICKE33 BRALL {

The New Hope-Bethel Baptist Church in Zast Texas is believed
to be the oldest Baptist Church in Texas (1). It is located 1/4
mile off Bighway 87, four niles north of dilam, Texas. ECarliest
nane of the Church was Bethel, 7hy it was later changed {o Jew
Hope, no one seems io really know. One c¢f thue early members, hows
ever, H, B, le~ves (1aé%119%¥5. deceased, attributed the change
to a whia of a conteaporary of his.-%:pg; daascek, longtine droth-
er snodarator and chureh clerk, and a very active nembder of the.
church, by saying, "Bro. Hazmsok was slways trylag to do something(2).

£8 a present msabsr of the larger body of tae 3outhera Baptist

Convention and the swaller body of 3abine Valley Assoeiation, the .
church is now knowa z2s Yew Hope, Por thorough identifieation, howe
ever, the aembership of the church desires to retain both names in
this raesearch, - A
From 1349 to about 1927 +this church was a dilasionary Haptist
Church belonging to tho Central ¥issionary Baptist Assooiation (3).

\

(1) "Pootstans of The Floek or Origin of Louisiana Raptists®,
%giilgzgtgzspb:.kliao otpgagherwuod. Louisiana, writtem in 1919Q.

L o S owne dr, Hoyt Neel, ! :
great grandson of Zlder WIIII;m Cookf " Negreet, houlwlsas,

(2) irs. Lela deeves Bourghs, daughter of.d, B. le=ves,
(3) Associational minutes 1336. I quote: *"The 37th Aanual

Jession of the Central Baptist Association ame B
Texas, on Prilay, Septeader 24. 1336,,." % i{n Nacogdoches,
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Kev Hope Bethel Baptist Church was begum as s idissiom in the
winter of 1818-1819 »y Elder William Cook of Negreet, Loulisiana.
Elder Cook is the principal individual responsible for the found-
ing of this preaching station., Elder Cook higratqd from North Care-
lina, through Soutk Careolina, Mississippi, and Georgia to Southwest
Louisiana sometime before 1313 (1). A drother, Green Cook (2), had
already come to Southwest Louisiana upon receiving a grant of 842
acres of land after 1305 (3). Blder 7illiam Cook followed his broth-
er around 1815 and began preaching in Negreet, Loulisiana, and among
friends in Bast Texas in Sabine County soom after his arrival ia
Southwest Louisiana (3), The date of his birth is not known dut he
died September 27, 1829, and is duried im Siloam Cemetery near Ne-
greet, Louisiana. Only s rough slab wvith his name marks the grave
of this pioneer preacher (4).

Among Greem and ¥illiam’Cock's descendants in Sabine County are
Travis’, Lews, Pergusons, Yeals, Morris' and Sibleys (5).

(1) *Footsteps of The Flook....* Page 140, footnote, page 142.
(2) "Peotsteps....." note, page 142.

(3) Appendix IX te "“Footsteps....* by M. @. Anto 8
also "Poctsieps...” page 171. » y ny, page 182,

(4) siloam Cemetery, Siloam Church, ¥
"Po0tiheps. . page 135. » Hogreet, Louisiana, also
(4) Appendix II, page 181.

(5) Mrs. Blanche Toole, member of Da .tg
of Texas and Reszearcher fo; meabership 1:8!:“:? of the Republia
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Location of the little log cadin which served as the Missicm

Station im 1813-1819 was located om, what is now,FX Road 276, ene
mile east of the present site of New Hope-Bathel Church, The land
ok which the leg cabin was located vas owned by illen Chaabers
(1813-1884) (2), or probably by his father, ncnry Chambers, of whom
we hate no record of birth and death (1).
According to Mrs. Ethel Norris Greer (3), former Sescretary
and pctiv:t menber of New Hope-Bethel churok, her mother, Mrs. Della
Neal ilorfh. now age 92, remembers walking down what 1:_ now MM Road -
275,‘210&;1.1:5 for the calves vith her grandmother, Mrs. Elisadeth
iluoi'i led. (1829-1311) (2) whe poimted to & 1ittle log cadin by &
c;tavbn trec and said "That's where Bethel Chureh began®, '
Hr. Butl Greer (3), age 77, husband of Mrs. Ethel lorril Greer
says, "I sar the 1itile rotted down log cabin before tho Catawba

tree hlev' tva.y"

------

Hope-Bethel ehurch says, "My father. J. B. (rq) Neal, (1856-1941)°
(2) often sail to Re, “This is where o0ld Bethel Church stood at

one tinme.,

(1) Nrs. Velma Chanbgrl. great granddaught'or of Allen Chambers.
(2) Gravestones in iason Cemetery. =~ -~
(3) See statements, signed, oa separate page.
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The five asres oa vhieh the preseat ohurch duilding stands was
donated by J. G. Masom (1839-1911) for the loesatiom of s chureh
building and a cemetery, ascording te his grandsom, D, C, Gellatly.
(Court House records at Heamphill were destroyed by flro).rg¢l :

From log cabia in 1513-1319 to a weod strusture in 1941, (2)
iaproved and remodeled and used for both a chureh and a school um~
t11 after ths turn of the century, Xaw Hope-Bethel is now a driek
duilding vith earpeted sanotuary amd four Sunday School rooms(1970).
It eontaing a daptistry and iater-com system for nursery workers,

is air-conditioned and centrally heated. It also has stained glass

vindows and is sheetrocked throughout. Both the churck piano and

organ were stolen 13'1972. bdut the piane has beea replaced and a

durgiar alara installed. It has never ceased to de a viabdle vor%;

ing body and ¥, T. Love, the present Pastor, has bern there fbr‘él%
years. |

- In the Texas Historieal Quarterly (3), page 1‘5, Republie of
Texas, Houstom County, the following article appears by The Pilgrim .
Church of iegular Baptist Palth and Order;"T0 WHOM IT MAY CONCERAN:
This 1s to inform you that om the 7th day of FPedruary 1841, a
ohureh knowa by the name of Sethel im Sabine County was constitut-
ed by the authority of this church....*(3). Pros the saze Qnart‘rly'*
the statezent is made that this echurch (Bethel) was disassoeiated
from Pilgrim Church over a dootrinal disagreement and becans a part
of Sabine Baptist Association organised along M{ssionary lines (V.
?. Paraer's aotil). Asesording to associationsl minutes in the New
Hops-Bethel files, Parmer seems to da in error about the name of
the Association. It was Cenmtral Missionary Bapiist Associlation(2).

See footnotes on page S.



(1) Mason Cemetery.

(2) Assoclatiomal uinates of Central 4iasionary Baptiast Asso-

i 1886-1917). Loeal ehurch sinutes from 1871 teo present
g.z:fonkgrlior ainutes vere burned in the home of its chureh clerk.

(3) Tezas Historical Quarterly, psge l45.

#roa Crockett's History (1), I quotes ‘Er. ¥. ¥, Halbert of
Sabine County is authority for the statement that the first Bap-
tist church ia the old sunicipality of San Augustine was situated
at Jaw Hope about five alles porth of dilam, There was a2 church
called Bethel in that neighborhood im the early years of 1ihe Re~

pablie ani was pcrhapn'establinhed upon an earlier foundation”.

(Leg Cabin #ission-Beall).
Froa this New Hope Chureh, ¥. ¥. Halbert and other aeabers

established a iission at Fox HEill mear ¥ilam which becaze what is
now Bethany Baptist Church im ilasm.

Letters (2) to George Crockett from J. M. Carroll found in |
Stephen P, Austin University Library contaln the following foot-
note to & letter written iay 2, 13233 "Om exaaination, I £ind that
aost of what I had, concerned Sabine County rather than San Augus-
tine County. Yhea I wrote I had the twe counties confused im my
aind?. (Carroll was ill-Beall)

(1) "Twe Ceaturies in Tast Texss® by George Crockett, page 296.

(2) "Collections by George Crockett om 3aa A stine Count
Baptists® - Stephen 7, Ausiin University Libiary.usu 7
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Excerpts from Pootsteps of She Moek, or Origia of Louisians
Baptists, by Elder Ivan i, 7ise, relailng to dlder #illias Cook
and his life and early work in Bast'Texa: are appended to this
paper. Also & photograph of New Hope-Bethel church as it was con-
strusted ina 1;70 and a8 i§ oov is.

The constiiueney of Hew Hope-Bethel church seeks, with the
approval of the Sabine HZistorical Socisty Committee, to have this
l:trncture deolared a "Recorded Historical Landmark” because of its
age and service and for its historical value ia Zast Texas for the
past 150 years.
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SPATENENTS FROM LIVING LOCAL MIWBER3 or
_1 BETHRL BA AC
irs, Bthel derris Greer, forser Seoretary ef‘loy Hope-Bethel
Chureh says “idy mother, ¥rs. Jella Joal Morris, nov 92 years of
age, remembers walking «ith her geandnaother, Mrs. Elizabeth Hason
Neal, down what is now Ff Road 276, looking for the calves. Her
grandmother would point to a 1itile rusdowa log cabdbia by a Uatawda
tres and say, PThat*s whare 3sthel Jhurch begsa'® o
3iznads  Zthal dorriy ureer
Hrs. Gre~r's husbaud, dr., Bud Grser, 489 77, 3ays, *I saw the
little rotted down ldg cabln before the Catawda trea blew away'.
3igned: 3ud Groer
dAras, Ida lord, age 57, 3aya "Ly father, J. 3. (Pap) Nesl,
sai® of a spot om whut 1a now 7d load 275, 'That is where 014 Bethel
chureh stcod at ome tina'®.
3igneds Ida Lord



