










their goals. Those left behind on a high 
stakes test must have a means to over
come the odds and regain success. 
Technology, in combination with 
authentic assessments, can help stu
dents by engaging and motivating 
them, proving their progress over time 
and by serving as a remediation tool 
when necessary. Technology can also 
serve to keep parents informed and in
volved in a climate where what is at 
stake is their children's future. Just as 
standardized testing is best left a tool, 
not a weapon, so can technology and 
authentic assessment be tools. Tools 
that can rebuild what the weapon 
leaves behind. 
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Book Review 

Review of The Internet and the 

Law: What Educators Need to 

Know by Kathleen Conn 

There is a need to get in touch 
with the realities and dangers 
surrounding the use of the 
computer within school dis

trict settings. This author does a good 
job of alerting school district personnel 
to some of more pressing issues, at the 
same time she lists further sources for 
educators to contact for even more 
information. 

Conn recommends "policy-not para
noia" in helping districts set reasonable 
guidelines for use of the Internet. Conn 
also reminds us that legal and ethical 
information for setting such policies is 
available, and she provides us with the 
statutes and court decisions so that we 
can do more research, if we'd like. 

Covering everything from how court 
cases against schools work to how we 
should set policies on the privacy 
issues surrounding personal use of dis
trict computer to access email, Conn 
gives us a great deal of guidance in a 
brief book. This book will be very 
helpful reading for not only school 
administrators but also for members of 
school boards and school councils. 

Another topic covered by Conn is the 
privacy question regarding web sites 
and other computer work done by stu
dents or staff outside of school time. 
How much freedom does an individual 
have to criticize a school's staff or poli
cies? These and other questions are 
given attention by Conn. 

I recommend the text because it is not 
just a good brief introduction but also a 
good source of information for further 
investigation. With our computer-savvy 
students, we must all learn more about 
technology. 

Publsihed by ASCD Alexandria, VA: 
2002, paper, 109 pages 

Reviewed by Thomas L. Hansen, 
DePaul University, Chicago, IL. 
Reprinted by permission. 
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