LAOS
Having an eVisa in advance allows you to breeze through a dedicated eVisa immigration lane upon landing at Luang Prabang Airport (LPQ)
Arrival in Laos: 2 mandatory documents:
1. Digital Immigration: 3 days before you land, you are required to register and submit the Lao Digital Immigration Form (LDIF) through the Laos Immigration Portal. Doing this online before your flight speeds up your border processing. [1]
https://immigration.gov.la/en/news-detail/submit-arrival-or-departure-digital-card
2. Visa on Arrival: If you do not have a visa yet, you can get one on arrival. Make sure to bring 1–2 passport-sized photos and cash (USD, typically between $30 and $42 depending on your nationality). 
1.(COMPLETED) E-Visa (Electronic Visa) https://laoevisa.gov.la/index
· Apply online before your trip. 
· Apply no more than 60 days and no less than 5 days before trip. Usually valid for 30 days. 
· Faster entry at major airports and border crossings. 
· No need to stand in long queues. 
· Print the Approval Letter: You must print a physical copy (colour or black-and-white) of your eVisa approval letter to hand to the immigration officer; digital versions on your phone are not accepted. 
· Passport Validity: Ensure your passport is valid for at least 6 months beyond your arrival date and has at least one blank page. 
· Mandatory Digital Immigration Form: Separate from your visa, Laos has replaced paper arrival cards with the online Lao Digital Immigration Form (LDIF). You must complete this on the official immigration site within 72 hours before landing to receive a required QR code for entry. https://immigration.gov.la/en/news-detail/submit-arrival-or-departure-digital-card

2. Visa on Arrival (VoA) 
· Available at major land border crossings and airports. 
· Usually requires a passport-sized photo and cash payment (USD often preferred). 
· Valid for 30 days for most nationalities. 
· Great option if you forgot to apply for an e-visa, but queues can be long. 
3. What You Should Know Before Traveling 
· Make sure your passport has at least 6 months of validity. 
· Some border points may have different fees for VoA vs. e-visa. 
· Keep a printed copy of your e-visa confirmation. 
· Check travel restrictions or requirements (vaccinations, COVID updates, etc.). 

Distance & Travel Time: The airport is very close to the city, located just 3.1 kilometers (1.9 miles) from the center of Luang Prabang. A typical drive or taxi ride to the UNESCO heritage center takes only about 10 to 15 minutes. [1]
Getting to the City: Fixed-rate taxis and minivans are available right outside the terminal. You can prepay for your ride at the taxi counters in the arrivals hall, which eliminates the need to haggle.
--Cash- get cash at the ATM in the airport, or BCEL or Phongsavanh Bank in city center
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SUNSET:
 4:30-ish on the rocks north end of town over bamboo bridge 
SA SA Boat cruise 4:30-6:30
Nov 3 afternoon	ATSALIN 
Khua kao
Little laos house
Nov 3 NIGHT 1: Night market (see “Street for night market food”, alleyway across from night market, after Ori Bakery
Locals Dinner notes: papaya salad, buffalo stew (“aw lam”), bamboo shoot stew/curry, grilled chicken
Good bar at end of alley
	AJAM MORA rest. in alley
Little lao house


Nov 4 Morning:
Wat Mai Alley Stall rice porridge What to Order: Khao Piak Khao (traditional Lao thick rice soup/porridge cooked down with chicken or pork broth, topped with fried garlic, cilantro, and crispy shallots).
Or Ban Wat Sene Khao Soi Noodle Shop
Or Pasaniyom Traditional Café
Or Luang Prabang Morning Market (Talad Nat)
Café Laolu coffee

Lunches:  
ATSALIN HIGHLY RECCO’D
Khua kao (by the bridge)
Julie's Village Noodles (get the Khao soi)
Roadside Noodle Soup (crispy pork noodle soup)
Lao Omelette at Mr Lair’s
Banh Mi Stalls in the Old Quarter

Night 2: Tamarind restaurant(cooking school) or manda de laos (very fancy, has a lagoon)
or Dyen Sabai(Lao-style BBQ restaurant)

Nov 5 Morning:
Breakfasts
Porridge place(s)
Morning Market (Before 7)
Pasaniyom Traditional Café



Things to see:
👑 1. The Royal Palace & National Museum
· Ride Time: ~2 minutes
· What to See: The former residence of the Lao Royal Family. You can view the private apartments frozen in time, the royal car collection, and the Phra Bang, an 83cm gold-alloy Buddha statue that is the nation's most sacred treasure.
· Hours: Mon–Sun: 8:00 AM – 11:30 AM, 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM.
· Tip: Park your bike at the main gate. Ensure your shoulders and knees are covered to enter the grounds. [1]
🛕 2. Wat Mai Suwannaphumaham
· Ride Time: ~2 minutes (located right next to the Royal Palace)
· What to See: One of the city’s largest and most lavishly decorated monasteries. It is famous for its striking five-tiered roof and the spectacular, intricate golden reliefs covering the front veranda.
· Hours: Mon–Sun: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM. [1]
🌅 3. Phousi Hill (Mount Phousi)
· Ride Time: ~3 minutes to the base
· What to See: The spiritual heart of the town, topped by a sacred 20-meter golden stupa. While you have to climb the 300+ brick steps on foot, it rewards you with an unmatched 360-degree panoramic view of the entire town, the Mekong, and the Nam Khan rivers. [1]
· Hours: Mon–Sun: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM. [1]
· Tip: Ride over around 4:00 PM, lock your bike at the Sisavangvong Road entrance stairs, and hike up to catch the sunset over the mountains.
✨ 4. Wat Xieng Thong (The Golden City Temple)
· Ride Time: ~6 minutes (at the northern tip of the peninsula)
· What to See: Widely considered the crown jewel of Luang Prabang's architecture. Built in 1560, it features sweeping roofs that bow low to the ground and the magnificent "Tree of Life" mosaic on the back wall.
· Hours: Mon–Sun: 6:00 AM – 6:00 PM. [1]
🍜 5. The Mekong Riverfront & Night Market
· Ride Time: ~1 to 5 minutes
· What to See: For a relaxed ride, cruise down Khem Khong Road, which runs directly alongside the Mekong River. It is lined with open-air cafes and French-Lao bakeries. Every evening, the main street outside your hotel blocks vehicle traffic to set up the vibrant Luang Prabang Night Market. [1]





TRAVEL TO NONG KHIAW
 Sokprasert Bus Station (Northern Bus station), 3-1/2 hours
taxi from town 70-100k (or get ticket from tour company for transfer to bus station),
fare 150k
Depart Hours:
9:00
11:00
1:00

Sunset view: Som Nang Viewpoint , 20-40 minutes to top
Sunrise view: Pha Daeng viewpoint (1:30 to hike)(up hill from som nang)


TRAVEL
Step 1: Luang Prabang to Nong Khiaw
· Transport: Minivan or Bus
· Travel Time: 3 to 4 hours
· Details: Minivans depart from the Northern Bus Terminal in Luang Prabang. Tickets typically cost around 100,000 to 150,000 LAK.
· Schedule Note: Because public ferries and boats up the river usually depart in the morning, it is highly recommended to take a morning minivan (e.g., around 8:00 AM) so you arrive in Nong Khiaw by midday and can spend the night. [1, 2, 3]
Step 2: Nong Khiaw to Muang Ngoi (Optional but Common)
· Transport: Public Passenger Boat
· Travel Time: 1 hour
· Details: Longtail boats depart Nong Khiaw heading up the Nam Ou River around 10:30 AM or 11:00 AM daily. Tickets are around 40,000 to 70,000 LAK. While some direct boats to Sop Chem can be chartered from Nong Khiaw, many travelers stop in the riverine village of Muang Ngoi to spend the night or arrange a local charter. [, 2, 3, 4]
· Pa Noy viewpoint
Step 3: Muang Ngoi to Ban Sop Chem
· Transport: Chartered Longtail Boat [, 2]
· Travel Time: 45 minutes to 1 hour (upstream)
· Details: There is no standard public commuter ferry that stops at Ban Sop Chem on a daily basis. You will need to charter a private boat from the docks in Muang Ngoi. [, 2]
· Booking: You can easily arrange a boat through your guesthouse in Nong Khiaw or directly at the Muang Ngoi boat pier. A round-trip or drop-off/pick-up charter will cost approximately 300,000 to 500,000 LAK depending on your negotiation skills and the number of passengers. [1, 2, 3]









ESIM NOTES:
For a 20-day trip to Laos and Thailand with very light data needs (mostly using Google Maps, messaging, and translation), a third-party regional eSIM is your most cost-effective option. It eliminates border-crossing hassle and costs a fraction of Verizon’s $240 total for TravelPass. [1, 2]
The Best Choice: Airalo "Asialink" Regional eSIM: https://www.airalo.com/asia-esim
Instead of buying separate eSIMs for each country, you can purchase the Airalo Asia Regional Plan. It provides a single installation that seamlessly transfers networks when you cross the border between Thailand and Laos. [1, 2]
· Best Package: 3 GB of Data
· Validity: 30 days (Perfect for your 20-day window)
· Price: $13.00 USD
· What 3 GB covers: This provides roughly 150 MB per day. It is more than enough for extensive Google Maps navigation, thousands of WhatsApp/iMessage texts, and light web browsing. [1, 2]
How to Maximize Savings on Verizon
To make sure you do not trigger accidental $12/day roaming fees on your primary Verizon line while using the third-party eSIM, configure your iPhone or Android settings before departure:
1. Turn Off Data Roaming on Verizon: In your cellular settings, completely turn off "Data Roaming" for your primary Verizon line. Set your new travel eSIM as the sole provider for "Cellular Data."
2. Enable Wi-Fi Calling: Turn on Verizon Wi-Fi Calling while still in the US. When you are abroad and connected to hotel Wi-Fi, your phone will let you text and call US numbers for free just as if you were at home.
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