Vandling Borough Council Minutes
May 19, 2025

Mr. Carachilo called the meeting to order. The pledge of allegiance was recited. Council members present
included John Carachilo, Bill Matos, Fran Pantzar, Amanda Serge, and Colleen Sullivan. Also present were
Mayor Tom Prince, Solicitor Jeffrey Levine, Treasurer Jennifer Slick, Code Enforcement Officer Joe Lavin,
Tax Collector Mary Ann Risboskin, and Secretary Nancy Perri.

Minutes: The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Mr. Pantzar, second by Mrs.
Sullivan. Motion carried with all in favor.

Correspondence:
o Land Bank Notification
o Lackawanna County Planning Commission — Storm water Grant
o Lackawanna County Reinvest Grant Information

Mr. Carachilo questioned how the land bank process works and Attorney Levine agreed to follow up
to gather additional information including what the bid was for the land that was purchased.

The correspondence was accepted on a motion by Mrs. Serge, second by Mr. Matos. Motion carried
with all in favor.

Persons to be heard: None at this time

Treasurer Report

Treasurer Report of Financial Status: (final for May)

May 1, 25
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
General Fund
HNB - 0113 214,688.89
HNB - 4601 10,395.68
Total General Fund 225,084.57
Liquid Fuels Fund
HNB - 4613 73,464.24
Total Liquid Fuels Fund 73,464.24
Refuse Fund
HNB - 5401 48,853.24
Total Refuse Fund 48,853.24
CD Balance (4.10% Interest Renews 12/24/25) 30,179.89
TOTAL ASSETS 377,581.94

Mrs. Sullivan, second by Mr. Pantzar motioned to approve the Treasurer’s report. Motion carried with all in
favor.

Treasurer Report of Receipts: (final for May)

May 2025 Revenue

Date Name Account Amount

05/02/2025 Hab-Eit 310.20 - Wage Taxes 2,266.59
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05/09/2025 Hab-Eit 310.20 - Wage Taxes 2,156.22
05/14/2025 Hab-Eit 310.20 - Wage Taxes 1,726.52
05/16/2025 Hab-Eit 310.20 - Wage Taxes 2,828.61
05/21/2025 Hab-Eit 310.20 - Wage Taxes 2,836.51
05/23/2025 Hab-Eit 310.20 - Wage Taxes 2,458.19
05/29/2025 Hab-Eit 310.20 - Wage Taxes 4,157.68
05/29/2025 Hab-Eit 310.20 - Wage Taxes 1,734.51
Total Wage Taxes $ 20,164.83
Lack. Co. Recorder of
05/05/2025 Deeds 310.10 - Real Estate Transfers 1,421.00
05/20/2025 Mary Ann Risboskin 364.00 - Garbage Fees 63,700.00
05/20/2025 Kathleen Murnin 320.00 - Building Permits 244.50
05/20/2025 Tumblin Tots 342.00 - Rent 1,050.00
05/20/2025 Mary Ann Risboskin 305.00 - Occ. Taxes 760.23
05/20/2025 Mary Ann Risboskin 301.00 - Real Estate Taxes 30,163.33
05/20/2025 Lackawanna Co. Treasurer 319.00 - Delinquent Taxes 98.66
05/20/2025 Monahan 322.40 - Zoning Permit Fee 20.00
05/19/2025 Forest City Borough 430.25 - Road Material 600.00
409.37 - Bldg./Grounds Repair &

05/20/2025 Todd Harris Mtn. 600.00
Total Revenue $ 118,822.55

It was noted that we received the payment for the tree removal and that the owner plans to contact Mr.
Mikloiche to take the rest of the trees.

Mr. Matos, second by Mrs. Serge motioned to approve the revenue report. Motion carried with all in favor.

Treasurer Report of Expenses: (final for May)

May 2025 Bill List
Date Name Account Amount
05/17/2025 PP&L 409.30 - Bldgs. Utilities 28.23
05/19/2025 Casella 427.45 - Contract Sanitation Service 12,725.77
05/19/2025 PP&L 434.36 - Street Lighting 996.44
05/19/2025 Modern Gas 409.30 - Bldgs. Utilities 360.04
05/19/2025 Forest City News 402 -.20 Treasurer's Supplies 170.00
05/19/2025 Forest City News 413.2 - Protective Services Supplies 160.00
05/19/2025 NEP Telephone 409.30 - Bldgs. Utilities 85.62
05/19/2025 PAWC 448.36 - Water Hydrants 388.62
05/19/2025 Cube Auto Supply 430.20 - Truck Gas & Supplies 5.99
05/19/2025 Herlands & Levine 404.10 - Legal Wages & Salary 220.00
05/19/2025 Jennifer Slick 402.10 - Treasurer's Commissions 450.00
05/19/2025 Jennifer Slick 488.00 - Employees Withholding (102.57)
05/19/2025 Nancy Ann Perri 405.10 - Secretary's Wages 450.00
05/19/2025 Nancy Ann Perri 488.00 - Employees Withholding (109.32)
05/19/2025 Thomas Collins, Sr. 430.10 - Street Maintenance Wages 620.00
05/19/2025 Thomas Collins, Sr. 488.00 - Employees Withholding (141.29)
05/19/2025 John Lavin 413.2 - Protective Services Supplies 680.00
05/19/2025 John Lavin 488.00 - Employees Withholding (154.98)
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05/19/2025 Mary Ann Risboskin 403.10 - Tax Collectors Commissions 1,546.18
05/19/2025 Mary Ann Risboskin 488.00 - Employees Withholding (464.89)
05/19/2025 Mary Ann Risboskin 427.1 - Garbage Fee Comm. 500.00
05/19/2025 Browndale Fire Co 411.50 - Fire Co. Contribution 500.00
05/19/2025 City of Carbondale 410.45 - Police 2,000.00
05/20/2025 UGI PNG 409.30 - Bldgs. Utilities 193.48
05/20/2025 PP&L 409.30 - Bldgs. Utilities 41.98
05/20/2025 PP&L 409.30 - Bldgs. Utilities 88.46
05/20/2025 PP&L 409.30 - Bldgs. Utilities 14.39
05/20/2025 IRS 6560 - Payroll Expenses 1,116.75
05/20/2025 Forest City Borough 430.25 Road Materials 600.00

Total Expenses $ 22,968.90

Mrs. Sullivan, second by Mrs. Serge motioned to approve the current expenses. Motion carried with all in

favor.

Mayor Report: Mayor Prince reported that the program with the PA Game Commission will only apply if

the bear destroys property and not getting into trash. It is up to the homeowner to contain their trash. If
garbage is left in the middle of the road there will initially be a warning and then a fine. If trash is left in the
road and a neighbors pick it up it will be an issue.

The Mayor reminded everyone that trash collection will be a day late next week due to the Memorial Day
holiday. He also wished all a happy and safe holiday.

Mayor Prince reminded Council that they should reach out now to sales staff at company for seasonal

lighting. He has a contact at MECO and will share the sales person’s information with Council.

Solicitor Report: Attorney Levine had nothing to report at this time.

It was noted by Mr. Lavin that PPL shut off the power to the property on Main Street, now owned by PA
Housing Finance Agency (PHFA) and when they went in on Friday it was totally destroyed with rotting food
and everything left behind. PHFA plans to get it cleaned up.

Committee Reports & Unfinished Business:

Mr. Carachilo informed Council that Fell Township plans to pave Hillside if Mr. Pantzar and Mr. Matos want

to see if we can use the same contractor.

It was reported that calls have been received about a safe house at 647 Main Street which is owned by
Ben-Mar Realty with Nick Zazzera as the owner. There are plans to rent it out by the week.

Mrs. Serge noted that the alleyway behind her house was pitched wrong and now all the water is going into
her yard. She would like to know if she can get a curb installed. She stated that the contractor did not
completed the work according to the specification. Mr. Matos also stated that there is a house in the 400
block that did not have a lateral connected. We will have to follow up with Stafursky construction, even
though they subcontracted with Linde, Stafursky holds the contract. Mr. Pantzar will be following up with

KBA and Tony Grizzanti tomorrow morning.

Amanda also said that neighbors are leaving their grass high around the tree.

Status of paving - The plan was to open bids in June. Mr. Pantzar will check with Fell to see if they have
already put their project out to bid.

New Business:
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Mr. Pantzar made a motion to advertise for a part-time position in the street department to assist Mr.
Collins. Mrs. Sullivan seconded the motion which carried with all in favor. The Secretary will place an ad for
a part-time employee who will work as needed.

A motion was made by Mrs. Serge, second by Mrs. Sullivan to approve the agreement with Lackawanna
County regarding a storm water application for a county wide plan. All were in favor.

Public Comment:

Briana of Forest City Chevrolet addressed Council regarding a property in the 500 block of Clinton Street
that was formerly the Vandling Fire House. They would like to change the zoning from residential to
commercial in order to store inventory and possibly add a garage in the future for repairs and detailing.
Vandling Borough gave the property to the Forest City fire department and is currently listed for sale at
$82,500.

Mr. Pantzar responded that the property is not currently zoned in a way that the plan is possible and
doesn’t believe Council is open to changing it as they don’t believe the residents would want to have that
is their neighborhood. Council suggested she reach out to the filter company as that building may be for
sale soon.

Eileen Lynch addressed Council as a councilmember of Forest City Borough to inform Vandling that the
Forest City Police Department is interested in patrolling Vandling again. They are hearing that residents are
dissatisfied with response times and unresponsiveness. Council reminded her that Forest City last offered
us a contract for $3,600/month and we are paying Carbondale PD $2,000/month. Mr. Pantzar stated that
we should see what they have to offer. Mrs. Lynch noted that the Assistant Chief is Officer Foley and he is
willing to meet with us. Mrs. Sullivan agreed that it was worth a conversation. Mr. Carachilo also noted that
the several of the Carbondale police vehicles are not marked so residents don’t always know when they
are patrolling.

Barbara Bock asked when the Farmers Market vouchers will be available. The schedule was shared along
with the various handouts left by Mr. Cordelli of Lackawanna County.

Mrs. Bock also questioned the grass not being cut near her home. It was noted that the area is a right-of-
way and no one is obligated to maintain it.

Tax Collector Mary Ann Risboskin wanted to confirm that the Borough has an ordinance that if you have a
residential property and a business, you still have to pay the residential trash fees. Also if a resident is
claiming that a property is uninhabitable and the refuse is not being paid, must the Borough inspect the
property to confirm. This was confirmed.

Everyone was reminded to vote as tomorrow is Election Day.
The meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM on a motion by Mr. Pantzar, second by Mr. Matos.

Minutes were prepared by Borough Secretary Nancy Perri.

Nancy Perri TJune 15, 2025

Signature Date
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