Linked Provisions – Medical Policy
Linked Provisions is committed to providing a safe, supportive, and responsive environment for all children in our care. We aim to ensure that medical needs are managed appropriately, in line with our staff training and safeguarding responsibilities.
Our staff are trained to provide basic first aid only. This includes cleaning and dressing minor wounds, removing splinters where a visible end is present, cleaning and covering splinters where no visible end is present, applying ice packs to bumps and bruises, and using sterile eye wash or eye solution to rinse eyes in the event of dust, debris, or irritation.
We do not administer paracetamol, ibuprofen, antibiotics, or any oral or topical medication unless it is required as part of an emergency procedure.
Staff will support children who require prescribed emergency medication such as inhalers and epinephrine auto-injectors, including EpiPen or equivalent devices. Parents must provide two in-date doses of each emergency medication.
If a child requires an auto-injector but one is not provided, parents must give written confirmation acknowledging this. Parents must also always remain nearby and contactable. In the event of an emergency, staff will call 999 immediately.
Antihistamines will only be administered where a child has severe allergies that are clearly detailed within their Individual Health Care Plan. Parents must provide the antihistamine unopened and in sealed packaging.
All children with diagnosed medical needs must have an Individual Health Care Plan in place. This must be signed by parents or carers and shared with staff. Key information and photographs will be made accessible to relevant staff members to ensure appropriate support.
In the event of a medical emergency, staff will call 999 immediately and then contact parents or guardians. Staff will follow the child’s Individual Health Care Plan and administer emergency medication where required and where they are trained to do so.
Staff are trained in Paediatric First Aid and Emergency First Aid at Work, including CPR, the recovery position, and the use of an Automated External Defibrillator. The nearest AED is located at Downside Village Hall, Downside Common Road.
All accidents and incidents are recorded and shared with parents on the same day. Records are retained until the child reaches the age of 21, or until age 25 for children with SEND.
Children attending one-off sessions are subject to the same medical procedures. Staff will gather relevant medical information in advance, and any existing Individual Health Care Plan must be provided prior to attendance.
Parents and carers are responsible for providing accurate and up-to-date medical information, supplying all required and in-date medication, ensuring contact details are current, and collecting their child promptly if they become unwell. Parents must inform staff immediately of any changes to their child’s medical needs.
Staff act in good faith and in line with their training but are not medical professionals. Linked Provisions is not responsible for incidents resulting from missing or expired medication or from undisclosed or inaccurate medical information.

