Inland Empire Bonsai Society
Club Meeting Notes, January 18, 2026

Members Present:  Cass, David, Ed R., Flavio, Helene, Jerry, John B., John C., Josh, Karen,  Kurt, Linnea, Marga, Marty, Rita, Roger, Tom

New Member: Rob

Visitor:  Patrick

Items of Business/Discussion:
1. Club dues are now due for 2026.  $25 for the year per family unit.  Gives you access to the club library and access to club workshops.
2. Discussed the weird winter weather this year.  If trees are pushing/growing, will need extra protection if we have a cold snap.
3. Time to start getting ready for repotting.  If weather stays warm, might start in late February.  Get your repotting supplies together.
4. Discussed ideas for topics/programs this year:  (Please send further ideas to Marty at martyweiser@comcast.net) 
d. in-club workshop - possibly using all the same material
d. Grafting - discussion, demo workshop?, 
d. Matching the pot to the tree - would be a good March meeting topic
d. Nursery Crawl - led by an experienced member
d. Tool maintenance - February meeting topic
d. Collecting in the wild - Bead Lake, Sherman Pass, north of Kellogg, etc. (Note: best results from mark and prep one year with collection the next year)
d. Root over rock technique demo, workshop?
d. Basic bonsai care for those new to bonsai - outside of the meeting sessions and/or mentoring
d. Pottery workshop - may have a lead on a location
d. Fertilizers, pesticides, miticides and fungicides
d. Urban collecting - keep your eyes open and we may be able to mobilize the club for opportunities that turn up
d. Visiting artist - Dave DeGroot, other options.  Will cost more than Dave’s fall visit.
d. Stone collecting trip
d. pot selection, member sales, nursery crawl, tool maintenance, collecting trip, root over rock techniques, basic beginner care techniques, pot making workshop, fertilizing/pesticides, soils discussion, mentorship, visiting artist, stone collecting trouble.
d. Soils discussion
5. Brochures available to distribute around town.
6. Karen led a fantastic presentation and discussion of suiseki (viewing stones).  She had a number of stones from her collection as did some other club members.  Talked about the different styles/categories of stones.  Also discussed the different presentations including wood carved base stands (daiza), ceramic trays with sand (suiban), or pillows.  There is an introductory video that we tried to play in the meeting but could not get the sound to play.  We highly encourage you to watch it for yourself if you have any interest in the topic.  Here is the link:  https://vimeo.com/1138720575/9279386cb3?share=copy

Next Club Meeting: February 15, Tentative Topic:  Tool Maintenance, Bonsai Soils & Prep for Repotting

