IEBS Meeting Notes – Jan. 19, 2025
Attending: Marty, Roger, Linnea, John, Cass, Dottie, Aaron, Kurt, Helene, Karen, Ed
Some initial discussion of protecting bonsai from the current cold snap of around 10F
· After a question of shelf vs. floor in an unheated garage Marty commented that the temperature at ground level in the greenhouse was 46F while the bench temperature was held at 34F.
Quick discussion that Bonsai Northwest Home | Bonsai Northwest now has full retail store in Puyallup, WA
2025 dues of $25 per family unit are now due. Only those who have paid will receive the March and later meeting notes and April or later meeting notices.
Marty passed around some pictures of high-quality forests that he had taken to inspire folks for a spring forest workshop on a non-meeting day. The Spokane County Conservation District is currently running a seedling sale and Kurt pointed out they will have excess stock on the pickup days.
Marty has some excess Japanese maple and Japanese larch seed if anyone is interested.
The primary topic was a discussion of tool maintenance led by Marty with input from several others.
· Marty asked for a show of hands about who really takes care of their tools. Only one person raised their hand, so it appears most of us have room for improvement.
· Light oil can be used to soften sap buildup on both tools and hands so it can be wiped off. Marty suggested using cheap cooking spray. Camillia oil is traditional for protecting tools between uses.
· Dottie had some abrasive filled erasers that can be used to clean off rust and similar debris from tools.
· Marty showed a range of water and diamond stones of various grits. Roger talked about the oil stones that he uses. Both indicated that the only reason to go to a very fine grit is for grafting.
· Scissors and grafting knives should be sharpened on the beveled side and not the flat inner surface.
· Concave cutters, knob cutters, root cutters, and similar tools where the cutting edges have a sight overlap should be sharpened on the inside surface. This is challenging with curved edge tools. After repeated sharpening they may need to have the stop pin filed so the edges meet again.
· Wire cutters which have a high angle cutting edge (often >45 degrees) can be sharpened with a fine file. They do not need to be very sharp to do their job.
· The more experienced members assisted others to start sharpening their tools. After this Marty decided that his favorite sharpening stone for scissors, knives, and concave cutters is WoodRiver Diamond Stone - 10" - 400 / 1200 Grit | Woodcraft or similar since it is fairly thin and large enough for the full tool and can be clamped over an edge for concave cutters.
· Don’t take your tools to a commercial knife/scissor sharpener since they normally do not know the nuances of sharpening bonsai tools.
Roger brought in a Japanese black pine raft that he created from a 1 or 2 gallon tree many years ago. Roger is reinvigorating it so he can prune back from longish branches. Marty brought in a box elder that he grew from seed starting in about 2009. It has quite good ramification for a species that has 6+” internodes in the ground.
The February meeting will be on the 16th and the topic will be pot selection to match the tree. Please bring in trees and pots to so we can look at different combinations to see what best fits the tree both aesthetically and horticulturally.

