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Proverbs 13 Study 
A verse-by-verse breakdown with a Wisdom Point, Life Application, and 

one Definition for each verse. 

Let’s open our bible, read and study Proverbs 13 

Proverbs 13:1 

Wisdom Point: A wise child listens and grows. 
Life Application: Receive correction without taking it personally. Let it 
shape you. 
Definition: Scoffer- someone who mocks correction and refuses 
instruction. 

Proverbs 13:2 

Wisdom Point: Good words produce good outcomes. 
Life Application: Speak with purpose, not pressure. Your words build 
a harvest. 
Definition: Violence- harmful action or speech that destroys peace and 
relationships. 

Proverbs 13:3 

Wisdom Point: Guard your mouth to guard your life. 
Life Application: Pause before you speak. Ask, “Will this help or 
harm?” 
Definition: Prudent- careful, wise, and self-controlled. 

Proverbs 13:4 

Wisdom Point: Desire without diligence stays empty. 
Life Application: Put consistent effort behind what you’re asking God 
for. 
Definition: Diligent- steady, hardworking, and faithful in effort. 
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Proverbs 13:5 

Wisdom Point: Righteous people don’t play with lies. 
Life Application: Tell the truth even when it costs you comfort. 
Definition: Abominable - morally disgusting to God; deeply offensive. 

Proverbs 13:6 

Wisdom Point: Integrity protects; sin destroys. 
Life Application: Choose what’s right when nobody is watching. 
Definition: Integrity- being honest and whole, the same in public and 
private. 

Proverbs 13:7 

Wisdom Point: Appearances can be fake, but truth shows over time. 
Life Application: Don’t compare your life to someone’s display. Trust 
God’s process. 
Definition: Pretends - acts as if something is true when it isn’t. 

Proverbs 13:8 

Wisdom Point: Wealth can bring protection, but poverty brings fewer 
threats. 
Life Application: Be wise with finances and wise with pride. 
Definition: Ransom - a payment made to rescue or protect. 

Proverbs 13:9 

Wisdom Point: The righteous shine; the wicked fade. 
Life Application: Stay close to Jesus and keep your light fueled by 
obedience. 
Definition: Lamp - a symbol of life, influence, and direction. 
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Proverbs 13:10 

Wisdom Point: Pride invites conflict; humility brings wisdom. 
Life Application: Ask for counsel before things blow up. 
Definition: Contention - strife, fighting, and ongoing conflict. 

Proverbs 13:11 

Wisdom Point: Quick money often disappears; steady gain lasts. 
Life Application: Build slowly and wisely. God honors faithfulness. 
Definition: Vanity - emptiness; something gained without substance or 
stability. 

Proverbs 13:12 

Wisdom Point: Delays can hurt, but fulfilled promises strengthen. 
Life Application: Don’t quit while you’re waiting, keep trusting God’s 
timing. 
Definition: Hope deferred - hope delayed so long it becomes painful. 

Proverbs 13:13 

Wisdom Point: Honor God’s Word and it will bless you. 
Life Application: Treat Scripture like a life manual, not a suggestion. 
Definition: Despise - to reject with disrespect and disregard. 

Proverbs 13:14 

Wisdom Point: Godly instruction rescues us from traps. 
Life Application: Stay teachable, wisdom will keep you from regret. 
Definition: Snares - hidden traps meant to capture and harm. 

Proverbs 13:15 

Wisdom Point: Good understanding earns favor; sin makes life hard. 
Life Application: Choose the path that brings peace, not constant 
trouble. 
Definition: Perfidious - deceitful and unfaithful (treacherous). 
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Proverbs 13:16 

Wisdom Point: Wisdom thinks ahead; fools show off foolishness. 
Life Application: Slow down and plan before you act or speak. 
Definition: Folly - foolish behavior that rejects wisdom. 

Proverbs 13:17 

Wisdom Point: Wrong messengers cause damage; faithful ones bring 
healing. 
Life Application: Be reliable, carry truth, not confusion. 
Definition: Ambassador - a trusted representative delivering a 
message. 

Proverbs 13:18 

Wisdom Point: Correction is a gift that leads to honor. 
Life Application: Stop resisting help, receive instruction, and rise. 
Definition: Reproof- correction meant to improve you, not shame you. 

Proverbs 13:19 

Wisdom Point: Good desires fulfilled feel sweet; fools hate turning from 
evil. 
Life Application: Let God change what you crave so you crave what’s 
right. 
Definition: Abomination- something detestable and rejected by God. 

Proverbs 13:20 

Wisdom Point: Who you walk with shapes who you become. 
Life Application: Choose friends who sharpen your faith, not drain it. 
Definition: Companion - a close associate who influences your 
direction. 
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Proverbs 13:21 

Wisdom Point: Sin attracts trouble; righteousness attracts blessing. 
Life Application: Don’t chase sin and then act surprised by the 
consequences. 
Definition: Pursues - follows closely, like something chasing you down. 

Proverbs 13:22 

Wisdom Point: Righteous legacy outlives you; sinners lose what they 
hoard. 
Life Application: Build for the next generation spiritually and 
practically. 
Definition: Heritage- what is passed down as a lasting gift. 

Proverbs 13:23 

Wisdom Point: Hard work can still be lost through injustice. 
Life Application: Steward what God gives and advocate for fairness. 
Definition: Injustice - lack of fairness that steals what’s right. 

Proverbs 13:24 

Wisdom Point: Loving discipline protects a child’s future. 
Life Application: Correct with love, not anger—train with consistency. 
Definition: Chastens - disciplines to guide and correct. 

Proverbs 13:25 

Wisdom Point: God satisfies the righteous; the wicked stay empty. 
Life Application: Choose obedience. God knows how to feed your life 
with good. 
Definition: Satisfied - filled, supplied, and content because needs are 
met. 

 

 



 

 6 

Heavenly Highlights from Proverbs 13 

1) God’s Wisdom Protects Your Whole Life - When we guard our 
words and stay teachable, God uses wisdom like a shield over our 
relationships, reputation, and direction (see Proverbs 13:3, 13:14). 

2) God Honors Faithful Growth, Not Flashy Shortcuts - Proverbs 
13 reminds us that the Lord blesses steady diligence and lasting 
integrity more than quick gains and empty appearances (see Proverbs 
13:4, 13:11). 

3) Godly Company and Correction Shape a Blessed Future-
Walking with the wise and receiving reproof keeps us from traps and 
leads us into honor and blessing (see Proverbs 13:20, 13:18). 

Reflection Questions 

1. What is one area where you need to “guard your mouth” more 
intentionally this week (Proverbs 13:3)? 

2. Where have you been tempted to want quick results instead of 
faithful diligence (Proverbs 13:4, 13:11)? 

3. Who is influencing your faith right now, and do they pull you 
toward wisdom or away from it (Proverbs 13:20)? 

Bible Bestie, Proverbs 13 is a loving reminder that God cares 
about the small choices you make every day. The way you speak, 
the way you listen, the way you work, and the people you walk with are 
not “little things” to Heaven. They are building blocks. If you’ve been 
feeling weary, remember this: diligence will bear fruit, wisdom will 
protect you, and God can strengthen you to stay on the right path. Keep 
walking with the wise, keep receiving correction with humility, and keep 
trusting the Lord to satisfy your soul as you obey Him. You are not 
behind. You are being built. 
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