
New Hampshire, she has 

also lived in Hawaii, Cali-

fornia, Washington State 

and Greece.  Continued 

on page 3. 

 Laura Lee Best 

and Phyllis Oliver  will 

be the featured artists at 

the BAA Art Center  

through December. The 

Art Center WILL be open 

for December with a vir-

tual show on the Bakers-

field Art Assn. website, 

the Art Association Face-

book and Instagram pages.  

There will regrettably be 

no First Friday reception. 

Laura Lee is a lo-

cal Bak-

ersfield 

Artist, 

exhibit-

ing her 

work in 

the 

BAAõs 

gallery 

and KRVAAõs monthly 

Virtual Art Shows where 

she received October's 

Peopleõs Choice Award.  

For the month of Decem-

ber she is displaying works 

from her latest watercol-

or series called, Bakers-

field Local: featuring sev-

eral of Bakersfieldõs locally 

owned businesses and 

historic landmarks. In 

which she hopes to give 

tribute to her 

hometown and 

their local treas-

ures.  For inquiries 

please contact her 

through her web-

site www.Laura 

LeeStudio.com. 

Continued on 

page 3.  
Phyllis Oli-

ver, is an award-

winning artist with 

over thirty years 

of experience in 

teaching and paint-

ing.  She and her 

husband retired to 

Bakersfield to be 

near their grand-

children in 

2006.  Born in 

Massachusetts, 

and a graduate of 

the University of 
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¶ Managers Meetingñ

Weds., December 9, 2:00 

pm 

¶ BAA Board Meetingñ

Thurs., December 10, 
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¶ General Meeting  - No 

general meeting in De-

cember 
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mation 
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NEW MEMBERS: 

 

Dagnyõs December Featured Artist  

Dagnyõs BAA Art Gallery 1600 20th Street.   Rosario Martinez will be the fea-

tured artist at the Dagnyõs BAA Gallery through December .  See page 3. 

The BAA Art Center will remain open through December!  Monday ñSaturday 10 amñ4 

pm.  
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BAA MISSION STATEMENT 

      It is important for us to revisit the Objectives and Purpos-

es for which the BAA was formed (the Mission Statement). 
· To provide an opportunity for study and improvement in art         

technique; 
· To encourage an interest in and an appreciation of art in the        

community; 
· To provide opportunities for exhibition and for sales of mem-

berõs work.  

· To recognize the works of other artists; and 
· To offer scholarships to the community for art education. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

BAA ART CENTER  
Bakersfield Art Association  

1607 19th Street, 93301 
P.O. Box 386, 93302 

TELEPHONE:   869-2320 
Email: baaartcenter@gmail.com 

 

HOURS:   
Wed.ñSat. 11ñ4 pm 

 

2019-2020 BAA BOARD  
President:  Toni Lott 205-3488 

Vice President:  Micki Schulz, 330-3002 

Secretary:  Joyce Umfress, 398-1122 
Treasurer:  Kay Hall, 324-0311 

Art Center Managers:  Iva Fendrick 872-2332 
Finance:  Jim Bates, 805-8201 

Satellite Shows:  Charlotte White, 330-2676 

AT LARGE: 
Publicity/Facebook: Mimi Placencia 444-0186 

Classes/Instruction: Laura Best 428-7510 

Marketing: Jan Wiley 805-405-5799 
Instagram: Mike Lucero 348-0726 

 

COMMITTEES 
Art Center Staffing: Toni Lott or TBA 205-3488 

Artist Relations: Toni Lott 205-3488 

Bookkeepers: Elleta Abuliel 832-0333,  
Ron Schilling 319-8635 

Donations/Bequests: Micki Schulz 330-3002 
Featured Art Show: Jim Bates 805-8201 

First Friday: Vicki Meadows 747-6143, TBA 

Fund Raising: Julie Fleming 345-3074 
Grants: TBA 

Historian: Stella Mullins 587-5211 

Hospitality: Micki Schulz 330-3002 
Housekeeping Supply: Anne Hutton 805-4402 

Kern Community: TBA 

Librarian: Cheri Sperl 301-3008 
Light Maintenance: Rosalio (Leo) Martinez 

Membership: Kay Hall 324-0311 

Minor Maint.: Rosalio Martinez 424-210-0258 
Newsletter: Norma Eaton 633-4640 

Newspaper/1st Thursday: Mimi Placencia 444-0186 
Office Manager: Kay Hall 324-0311 
Office Supplies: Kay Hall 324-0311 

Plein Aire: Norma Eaton 633-4640 
Programs: Micki Schulz 330-3002 

Programs Assist: Norma Savage 619-9038 

Schedule Artist Critique: Jim Bates, Toni Lott  
Scholarships: Laura Best 428-7510 

Scholarship Assist: Norma Savage 619-9038 

Space Assignment/Rent Toni Lott, Kay Hall 
Website: Greg Ketchum 319-5937 
Workshops: Bob Ross 303-7894 

MEMBERSHIPS (extra) 
Art Lovers:  Janice Banducci; Nancy Clark;  

Ron Schilling; Andy & Sasha Honig, Amy Smith,  
and Joyce Umfress. 

Art Patrons:  Randall Bergquist  
Art Champion:  David Olds; and  

Annie Renee Degeare-Garner 
 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS (active)  
Stella Mullins, Kathy Schilling, Charlotte White & 

Pam & Bob Smith  

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
(by Toni Lott) 

   This is being written before Thanksgiving and we were just 

notified that Kern County is back in the purple tier since our 

numbers are high again. This Covid-19 is making managing the 

Art Center difficult. 

 I have personally been tested twice and the results are 

negative, however you just canõt take 

chances with our visitors and students.   

Wear a mask when you visit the Art Cen-

ter.  Use the hand sanitizer when you en-

ter so you can check out the prints and 

cards, and socially distance.  We can prob-

ably stay open. 

 I want to say how thankful the 

board and I are for the artists who staff the 

Art Center each day.  Cooperation and good will abounds and 

it is a pleasure to come by and browse through the AC.   

 We will have a Christmas Table for small items that 

the artists produce.  Be sure to shop with us and support the 

artists and the BAA.   We are planning to stay open Monday 

thru Saturday 10-4. 
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DAGNYõS FEATURED ARTIST 
    Bakersfield based oil painter, Rosalio has 

been painting in oils for more than 10 years and ex-

perimenting with different kinds of mediums, but al-

ways going back to oil paint. Rosalio Martinez has 

shows his artwork in Los Angeles and lately here in 

Bakersfield. 
 At the age of 12, Rosalio met his first art 

instructor, since 

then he fell in love 

with the shapes 

and value tones 

when working with 

pencil. In high 

school he took 

some drawing clas-

ses, but never 

worked with oil 

colors.  In his early 

20s Rosalio moved from México to Los Angeles, Cal-

ifornia. In 2008 he took art classes with Michael 

Breanna at Torrance adult school learning some of 

the techniques of the great four masters. 

 Rosalio participates in Paramount art show, 

Torrance Art Guild exhibition show, also in MCAU 

Gallery in Los Angeles     

FEATURED ARTIST Continued 
    Laura Lee BestñLaura Lee is one of Bak-

ersfieldõs upcoming local Artists. She began the year 

with her first solo art 

show titled, 

òExpressions,ó fea-

turing over a dozen 

watercolor pencil 

portraits. Through-

out the year she has 

exhibited her work 

in the BAAõs gallery, 

and KRVAAõs Virtual Art Show where she received 

the Peopleõs Choice Award in October. 
 Like many others Laura was driven with a 

greater desire to express herself through her art-

work when the mandatory closures began early this 

year. She began feeling a greater  
sense of community and was inspired to create a 

new series of paintings that would give tribute to her 

hometown and include several of Bakersfieldõs treas-

ured locally owned businesses and historic land-

marks.  

 Laura has already received òrave reviewsó 

for her latest series on social media platforms as rec-

ognized by Bakersfieldõs local 23abc news, and has 

drawn the attention of several local Art Collectors 

as well as business owners who are excited to invest 

in her new series of works. As the BAAõs current 

Featured Artist, Lauraõs work will be on display 

through the end of December. More of her work 

can be viewed on her social media pages, 

@LauraLeeArtStudio. For inquiries please contact 

her through her website www.LauraLeeStudio.com. 

 Phyllis Oliver ñIn Washington 

State, she specialized in teaching artistically gifted 

students, taught volunteers how to teach art and art 

history in the seven 

grade schools in 

Poulsbo Washington, 

and was on Adjunct 

Faculty at Seattle Pa-

cific University, Seat-

tle, Washington.  She 

is in collections in 

Canada, Kuwait, 

Greece, Australia, 

and several more 

European countries 

as well as in the US. 
She considers òvisual artó to be a cross cul-

tural language, as line, color, and form appeal directly 

to the senses and provide a way to experience a mo-

ment in 

Time. 
Oliver, a Signature member of the North-

west Watercolor Society and an elected member of 

Women Painters of Washington will be showing with 

Laura Best at the Bakersfield Art Association for the 

month of December.  She has been housebound, as 

have many, due to COVID-19, and painting has been 

her refuge.  Fall scenes from the east side are fea-

tured in the show.  As she painted, yellow became 

the focus of several paintings.  As yellow is the color 

closest to white, it generates feelings of warmth, sun-

shine, and hope.  Thinking about the symbolism that 

was emerging as she painted. It became clear that 

although fall is a season of dying back in preparation 

for hibernation, the guarantee of spring is found in 

yellow.  She prays that the all of us will make it 

through this period of hibernation to a glorious 

COVID-19 future.   


