HOUSTON<CHRONICLE

Now. 19, 2017

ATO | Thursday Jamuary 19, 3017 | HoastonChonice | HovstonClriccomsndchancom %

FROM THE COVER

POP STAR: Artist Britto

looks on the sunny Side e

HOUSTON - CHRONICLE

Thursday Jamuary 19,201

T HovstonCbvoniclecom and Chromcom | Vo 1160 98 | 5200 +%

Lo

Town ‘prayed over this election’

Town from page 41

Rodeo Western Wea
o Sitonthe. e rthe st
four years, during the e

ot e fimes. Sion, 6, th s o

yields election

 mahinery compan, bamcs he
e, enironmental

e BAGWELL GETS PLACE IN COOPERSTOWN ‘d;":“”w"”n”m“"“
7th try on ballot «‘F.‘,ZZ?SJMN st
yearon

HALL OF
FAME

“am soodness
comebi g et eound
_h

rd for Astros great; right thereand then,”

reco induction July 30 & Vednesday Good times turn bad

- il et Jewett, \mnn about 130 miles.

again By Jake Kaplan e solHowsons it ok

extrszton oyt second % Just e e westof
G suaghrcord T Tagell s auto- plyer enshined in Infrconinentl A Ittt & Formuchof he st cn
ot e 2006wt graphed countes “Ateo cap, appropri- port it el ury Tt was oo frming and
Scenissmosty” | il On Weincuay he  aelyinig 2015 il ganeve Faning oty it youn o
Hamog manmace | signvi bis At bl with  Crae g, Bagwells Yok i, ettt itk e
sl W s o e G s o e Butin o N e naions
helaroma sl i s et HOF _ ofsmajrteg and an T et e manuctrer,open s

Grermhelmed by the  share 3

i

regnel, synonymons A i

NATION

A decade o e mine b
gan operation 10 feed  coal i
Fowerpat n e Soos s

i apened nearby gas fields

Dreams of prosperity

Rains
plague
area

By the end of 2014, he unemploy-
Cony b flle o

bust,

s I Jewet,the Nucor il
whichmakesst
e

fatts e ontiempact ‘ot
The Nucor pant

running 24 hours ]
et o
Tormostofthe -
e bust,
£ e, bi the sres hard, b
Léon Countylost w °
jobe — about L
Unseasonable one in seven, The
neanployment rate
ﬂoodmg wreaks gt uexico
oy T
Dug Begley, toe for ol and s e, He
iy okl s of Nucork et sho, e
and Mike Tolson in th

Though the calendar

z

ey
Simmons grew up 30 mils out

leaner-burmingeoalfom Wyoming's
of

it oices v iy

With heloss

By days

end, with

testopportunity
O outsieoonet, hested

e spo o n ot oy oo, e mine: ovned el pning on ish iy e s e
g 2 o ot o vl e ) Codo el Vit . Eoodnesthar,come ool .
Eizabeth Corsey photos / Houston Chranic. clouds, pounding inter- Fric

e in owert i P o ol dents.

et e oy

By RyanMaye Handy  Dependent on energy industry,  muchasthiscomm return e Den i
townisbankingon Trump — fuioiine™ ™ | RRUL e, : S.:“;Zﬁ"" ,. ’(‘2",,‘3;;:;,“‘:2{“5
to help rebuild its economy e in Leom Gy times before. “Great oo, inclcing Ve Sales at Phoenix Dental have plunged

e gaming U, impor Inthisadminisration”said Allen _ boutSorercent.
il ke e il o ot el by Bracy he e e v Sehn b wres colam o
the bl e, s oo

as wction and the o and. e toend under Trump, who  withany other administrstion,(oen. that Trump. wil help small bust
Dbt Duiog v yeral b Mokt forcelaws. s and sl lown acruss rural

Meant tobe'
‘Most people think that ot even

America, And she expets i t hap-
penquickly
She ses Trump quickly repeal

coul v as gt andcan con

line expansions and dsilng (both

e e e
i o iy
o o Af NRG's coal
remove environmental Forecasters said show- ‘burning power plant, which employs  the NRG generating station).
Fore : e ep e et he
Y Pl il Moreinside e
aproposaforestict Bt Sl 2, expets  ndustries, nd the 2o ,3 ool hanceof hunderionns. themine,hestoimilland hepower  wonderfl
whch bat hat to change Frday,  called war on coal, and Ikl o sase e tte Bt the area may dry out
" when Domli Tramp  stopeheapimports rom 5% PaSSA3 Friday as skies clear and. bere gl ot sty e i e iy clcon,” St i
Sty PR R gl i s e e
g A el e DL I e i o b . e S o e
— A R T e poed
e S e ot e o ]
Foreign traops o ol peed v s e e T G T
e e e et PHEEIER
W. Africa nation Flodingcontiuseeon Aty . my. I an handy@el
e
et
GambianPreset Acoal minein the process ofreclamation
e e . il
reeaios ~ Bush stable in ICU; Trump lashes out :

wife has bronchitis

at approval ratings

ausiess Dy ToddAckarman et e e ere b v g
Kedarorgn | TN e MR
[T e e e B
et T T smeros e
incindusty | Coone i bt e s e ASIICION sl Pty b
= SRR LS el e e
o el e
Wednesday morning to  not pneumonia, family tcGrathacknowledged | It took Barack hel mmma}.um.m
P e R I el B R
i, mRTLED BEmUsle soneomen | dnmol e SUominon
e el e e e fr b | Howstblmrmnin, s o
Fe NI it oo oo ol I T ey B e
it vl evelolndtetuly anlicUrsiapedi | S huatier, nomaL ol
T

= IE

e 58 vrer 0

St protos and e from HOUELo s o, news Sk




HOUSTON<CHRONICLE

Now. 19, 2017

Dreams of prosperity

Dependent on energy industry, town is banking on Trump to help rebuild its economy

By Ryan Maye Handy

Elizabeth Conley

Lifelong Democrat Billy Bob Evans instead voted for Donald Trump, like most residents in Jewett.
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JEWETT — Jim Salley has spent a
half-century selling boots, clothes and
gear to men and women working in the
local coal mine, steel mill, and oil and gas
fields, but the last few years have been a
struggle.

The energy bust cost the country
hundreds of jobs; the recent shutdown
of the local coal mine eliminated another
250. The steel mill has slashed hours
and pay of its employees. As for Salley’s
business in downtown Jewett, sales are
down 20 percent.

“We are not in good times,” he said.

But Salley, 72, expects that to change
Friday, when Donald Trump is sworn in as
the nation’s 45th president. Throughout
the campaign, as Trump pledged to
unleash the oil and gas industries, end
the so-called war on coal, and stop
cheap imports from undermining U.S.
manufacturing, his promises spoke to

Elizabeth Conley
Jewett’s economic downturn meant fewer sales for Jim Salley, owner of Rodeo Western Wear.

few places as much as this community of
1,200 between Houston and Dallas.

Here in Leon County, which gave
Trump 86 percent of its vote, expectations
are high that a new era of prosperity is on
its way. On Jewett’s Main Street, in the
shops among empty storefronts, in the
popular restaurant CJ’s Kountry Cookin,
in the local library, and at the Chamber of
Commerce, people talk about how Trump
will lift regulations on oil and gas, impose
tariffs on foreign steel, spend billions on
public works and remove environmental
restrictions on coal.

All this, they say, could translate into
more jobs, more people moving into
town, and more customers for local
businesses like Salley’s Rodeo Western
Wear.

John Sitton, the mayor for the past
four years, has served during the recent
hard times. Sitton, 78, the son of
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Elizabeth Conley
Joe Hardison, who grew up in Jewett, grabs a duck for customers at the Jewett Flea Market.

poor sharecroppers who rose to own a
machinery company, blames the energy
policies, environmental regulations and
overreach of the Obama administration N.M.
for his community’s economic troubles.
“I am just hoping to goodness that,
come Friday, things get turned around ¢ —+—~ TEXAS
right there and then,” he said.

Dallas©

Austin Ly
Good times turn bad O
Jewett, located about 130 miles north Houston
of Houston, is hidden in oak and cedar
groves, just a few miles west of Interstate MEXICO

45. For much of the last century, Jewett
was a poor farming and ranching
community that young people fled in

Chronicle
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search of work elsewhere. But in 1975,
Nucor, now the nation’s largest steel
manufacturer, opened its mill, which
today employs about 400.

A decade later, a surface mine began
operation to feed a coal-fired power
plant. In the 2000s, the shale revolution
opened nearby gas fields and provided
lots of work for local oil field services
companies.

By the end of 2014, the unemployment
rate in Leon County had fallen to 4.4
percent as the energy boom brought jobs
and money that boosted other industries.
In Jewett, the Nucor mill, which makes
steel pipe used in drilling, was running
24 hours a day, seven days a week for
most of the year.

The bust, however, hit the area hard.
Leon County lost 1,000 jobs — about one
in seven. The unemployment rate peaked
last summer above 7 percent, more than

Elizabeth Conley
Business owner Pat Schmidt said she is convinced that Donald Trump will help small businesses and towns
across rural America.

“I am just hoping to goodness
that, come Friday, things get
turned around right there

and then.”
—John Sitton, Jewett mayor

two points above the state average.

Come fall, things didnt look much
better. Houston-based NRG Energy, the
owner of the power plant, said it would
dump its contract with the local coal
mine in favor of cheaper and cleaner-
burning coal from Wyoming’s Powder
River Basin. With the loss of its only
customer, the mine, owned and operated
by Colorado-based Westmoreland Coal
Co., shut down on Dec. 31, throwing as
many as 250 people out of work.

Westmoreland did not return requests
for comment.
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‘Greatest opportunity’

On the outskirts of Jewett, the steel
mill makes more than 1 million tons
of steel a year, most of which is sold in
Texas to construction and the oil and gas
industries. During the two-year oil bust,
Nucor, which has a no-layoft policy, cut
hours of operation and pay of its workers.
Nucor officials declined to provide
specifics on the impact of the bust on
their business.

The Nucor plant is only beginning to
recover, with some of its operations still
on reduced schedules. One day in early
January, Ross Simmons, 56, stood behind
two layers of protective glass as hundreds
of tons of scrap metal, heated to 8,000
degrees, were melted down to make steel
for an oil and gas pipe. He’s the manager
of Nucor’s melt shop, the first step in the

Elizabeth Conley
Lillie Thomas helps spruce up Mt. Olive Church in Jewett, where residents expect the Trump era to revive
the local economy.

process of turning scrap metal into steel.

Simmons  grew up 30 miles
outside Jewett. He hopes the Trump
administration policies will help the
steel industry with proposals such as
increasing federal spending on highways,
bridges and other infrastructure that use
lots of steel.

Managers at the Nucor plant said they
expect to get help on trade. They have
been frustrated by what they see as lax
enforcement of U.S. laws.

In particular, they claim that foreign
manufacturers, including Mexico, are
gaming U.S. import rules to sell their
steel in the U.S. at unfairly low prices.
They said they expect such practices to
end under Trump, who has made Mexico
a target.

“In this administration,” said Allen
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A coal mine in the process of reclamation just outside Jewett.

Bracey, the sales manager, “we have the
greatest opportunity, more than with any
other administration, to enforce laws.”

‘Meant to be’

Most people think that not even Trump
can save the coal mine, which produces
a particularly dirty form of coal known
as lignite and can't compete with coal
mines in Wyoming. At the same time,
they expect that a Trump administration
and its pledge to support the broader coal
industry will take the pressure oft NRG’s
coal burning power plant, which employs
about 150.

The jobs provided over the years by the
mine, the steel mill and the power plant
helped make Jewett into a place where
people could stay, raise families and put
down roots over generations, said Patricia
Schmidt, who has lived in Jewett for more
than 30 years. For years, Schmidt, 71, and
her husband, Kenneth, lived in Houston
and visited Jewett on weekends. But in
1984, they decided to move their family
of three kids here permanently, because
they loved the rural lifestyle.

The Schmidts own a business that
makes crowns for local dentists. In recent

years, their company, Phoenix Dental
Laboratory, has suffered as residents, out
of jobs or struggling with pay cuts, put
off dental work. Sales at Phoenix Dental
have plunged about 50 percent.

Schmidt, who writes a column for the
local newspaper, is convinced that Trump
will help small businesses and small
towns across rural America. And she
expects it to happen quickly.

She sees Trump quickly repealing the
executive orders of President Barack
Obama that have limited pipeline
expansions and drilling (both good for
the steel mill). She believes Trump will
also rein in the Environmental Protection
Agency and its efforts to impose ever
stricter emissions restrictions on power
plants (good for the NRG generating
station).

In short, she said, she expects the
first year of Trump’s presidency to be
wonderful.

“This little community has prayed over
this election,” Schmidt said. “And as far as
I am concerned, God had a hand in it. He
did. He stepped in and changed minds
and hearts. I think (Trump) is meant to
be”

Elizabeth Conley





