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RESOURCE PAMPHLETS 
The Ad Interim Study Committee on Domestic 
Abuse and Sexual Assault report includes 
chapters on Biblical and Confessional 
Foundations for Understanding Abuse,  
Domestic Abuse, Women Who Abuse, Adult 
Sexual Abuse, Child Abuse, The Misuse of 
Spiritual Authority, an extensive Appendix, and 
an Annotated Bibliography.

It is the committee’s desire to help the PCA 
respond well in cases where abuse is reported 
within the church. 

Each of these pamphlets include summary 
statements included in the report to give the 
reader a general idea of each section of the 
report. For help in understanding and responding 
to the different types of abuse, readers should 
refer to the Report document.

Read the Report:
https://pcaga.org/aic-report-abuse
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C H I L D  A B U S E
Child abuse occurs when an authority figure, whether through action or failing to act, causes 
injury, death, emotional harm, sexual abuse, exploitation, or risk of serious harm to a child.  

individuals under the age of 18. As many as 40% of 
children sexually abused are abused by older or 
more powerful children. 

Often, children are reluctant to disclose abuse. 
Inherent to this difficulty is that an abuser may be in 
an intimate relationship with the child and/or 
someone the child wants to protect. When a child 
discloses abuse, it is typically a gradual revelation. 

4. RESPONDING 
Churches are not qualified to conduct investigations 
of child abuse. Local authorities are specifically 
trained; therefore, all suspicion of abuse must be 
reported immediately. 

Reasonable suspicion of child abuse is sufficient for 
engaging expert investigation. Conducting an “in-
house” investigation prior to reporting not only 
jeopardizes the child and the chain of evidence, it 
may also fail at detecting the actual abuser.

When a child discloses abuse, it is important to 
listen and act in a way that supports the child and 
keeps him or her protected. 

5. REPORTING
Knowing when and to whom to file a report, and 
what to include may be overwhelming during a 
crisis. A section of the report addresses these 
questions as well as what to do if victims and/or 
families hesitate to report.

It is critical for church leaders, staff, and 

volunteers to be well-versed in the warning signs, 
indirect disclosures, reason to believe, red flags, 
and common behaviors of trauma.  

6. SHEPHERDING THE VICTIM 
Working with victims and the dynamics of abuse 
presents an incredible opportunity to bring 
redemption and light, and to display the gospel to 
hurting members of the flock. Research shows 
children rarely report false abuse, particularly 
sexual abuse. Therefore, take the steps necessary 
to restrict the alleged abuser’s access to children, 
report the allegations, and notify the church.  

Law enforcement should always be notified and 
supported in the investigative process, but 
shepherding is not dependent on the result. 

7. PREVENTING CHILD ABUSE
There are actions a church can take to safeguard  
and protect children in their care.As parents are 
the primary caretakers of their children, church 
leaders may encourage the parents in their 
teaching, protecting discipline, and training 
(Deut. 6:7; Eph. 6:4). Since most child abuse 
occurs inside the victim's home, the church can 
help parents who may struggle to parent wisely, 
discipline lovingly, recognize abuse, or provide 
for their children.  

The church protects the reputation of Christ 
when we seek to protect children from abuse as it 
showcases our desire to live in a manner that is 
above reproach and in line with our faith. 

1. SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 
There are many forms of child maltreatment, 
neglect, physical abuse, sexual abuse, 
spiritual, and emotional abuse. In this section 
the report helps church leaders and members 
recognize, respond to, report, and 
redemptively shepherd when there is a case 
of suspected child abuse. 

2. EXPRESSING GOD’S HEART 
In Scripture, the care of children is very 
important. God equates “receiving” children 
with “receiving” Him (Matt. 18:5-6). God's 
word showcases He has a particular concern 
for the weak and vulnerable (Mic. 6:8; Isa. 
61:1), and children are among the most 
vulnerable entrusted to our care.  

Safeguarding the physical, emotional, and 
spiritual well-being of young people and 
other vulnerable individuals is among the 
most important responsibilities of the local 
church (WCF Q:138,139).  

3. RECOGNITION 
According to a study, on average there are 
seventy allegations of child abuse in the 
United States in churches each week. One in 
seven children experienced child abuse or 
neglect in the past year.  

People tend to view the church as a safe 
place, especially for children and youth. It is 
difficult for church members to believe there 
are those working, volunteering, and 
attending our churches who abuse children. 
Often there is also a mistaken belief that 
abuse is perpetrated by someone the child or 
community does not know. Statistics point to 
a different reality and even highlight that 
many children are abused by other children. 

An estimated 30-50% of reported cases of 
child sexual abuse are perpetrated by


