ELEVA LUTHERAN CHURCH
CROSSROADS NEWSLETTER

MARCH 2023

Mark your Calendars

Mar. 1 Soup Supper, 5:30pm and Lenten Service, 6:30pm
: Every Wednesday in March Soup Suppers will be held at 5:30pm
Wednesday Lenten Services will begin at 6:30pm

Mar. 8 YouthWorks Service Learning Trip Planning Meeting, 5:30pm
: (we’ll enjoy soup and talk about the trip)

Mar.12  Daylight Savings Time to Spring Ahead

! Mar.19  No Sunday School (Spring Break)
: Home Visiting Team Meeting, following worship

Apr. 2 Palm Sunday, Sunday School will sing at worship
: No Sunday School
Breakfast hosted by Sunday School Teachers and Education Committee

Apr. 6 Maundy Thursday, 6:30pm, 1st Communion of 3rd and 4th graders
: Apr.7 Good Friday, 6:30pm
: Apr.9 Easter, 9am worship, No Sunday School

May 7 Senior Recognition & presentation of quilts
: May 14 Youth Sunday, Festival of Favorites
: May 21 Affirmation of Baptism

May 24 Baccalaureate Service Time to
; Spring Ahead
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Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heat and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to God, and God will make your paths straight.”

Greetings Friends!

As we bid farewell to February, and say hello to March, we are in the midst of the Lenten
season. During Lent we find ourselves in the “not yet”, the liminal space, between what was
and what will be. As individuals and as a faith community we walk the journey of Lent, from
Ash Wednesday until Easter morning. As a congregation, this Lent has special significance.

During the Annual Meeting last month, the budget that was approved included funding for a
full-time staff position. The two broad brush strokes of the job are youth shepherd and office
administrator. While it may seem like this came out of the blue, the reality is that the writing
has been on the wall for some time. When I first arrived, we gathered for listening sessions
and last summer the Dream Team gathered to vision about our future ministry direction. The
single common thread running through all of those listening sessions and meetings was
YOUTH. Many of the informal conversations that I have with people contain the same
subject, YOUTH.

Before 1 was called as your pastor, in 2020, you completed the “Congregational Assessment
Tool”. The top priority identified: Make necessary changes to attract families with
children and youth to our church.

I know that when things change, even when it’s for the better, it can be frightening and can
cause us to experience grief. I want to honor our collective feelings of fear, anxiety, and grief,
and name them. We all have questions, “What if we can’t raise the money?” “How will we
manage?” “What if we can’t find someone who has all these gifts?” “Why can’t some one step
up and volunteer like before?” “Why do kids stop coming to church after confirmation?”
“What is going to happen?” “Why can’t church be the way it was when I was a kid?” It’s
natural to ask these kinds of questions or have thoughts along these lines. I invite you to
recognize the emotion behind the questions that you have. And I want to encourage you not to
get stuck there! Please try to keep these first, knee-jerk questions from monopolizing your
emotional bandwidth!

You were talking about youth ministry before I came and we have been talking about this since
my arrival. We have taken the first step toward changing our words into an action. The Holy
Spirit has called us to this ministry and now we have the opportunity to embody our desire to
support young people in faith formation and walk alongside them on their faith journeys.

Approving the budget was the easy part, now we begin developing a job description with clear

ﬂ
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expectations. Then the search to find a qualified person with the gifts to thrive in this unique
position. Please pray! Pray for the young people in our community. Pray for the person who
will be called to ELC and the ministry of shepherding the youth and administrating the office.
Pray to discover your role in supporting this ministry.

We need to be diligent and conscientious in our discernment and trust God with all our hearts
to guide the process and trust the Spirit to nudge the right person in our direction!

Servants Together,
Pastor Karen

THE WATERS OF BAPTISM

Sutton Crew Frederick was presented by his parents,
Anna Teigen and Jared Frederick, for the sacrament of
holy baptism on January 29th.

His sponsors are Jena Teigen, Camryn Felton and
Jase Meyer.

God bless Sutton his parents, sponsors, and all of
his family!




AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
(Confirmation)
Update and Info

First | want to thank all of the students gathered for a night of fun together at the Lock-in
with the Luther Park staff. And for leading worship on Sunday, February 19". You all did a
great job!!

During Lent there will not be any confirmation classes, students are expected to attend the
mid-week Lenten services on March 1, 8", 15" 22" and 29". Soup is served at 5:30 with
worship at 6:30. There will be a sign-up sheet on my office door to let me know that you
were present at the worship service. You can write sermon notes for two of the Wednesday
Lenten services. You can write sermon notes for ANY and ALL Sundays.

Here is the schedule for after Lent:

. April 5" the 8™ graders will present their chosen bible verse and we will discuss their
faith statements. | will meet with each student individually. (No class for 7" graders)

. April 12", Tying quilts for graduating seniors. | will need additional help from parents for
this service event!

« April 19”‘, Luther’s catechism and general review

. April 26", Luther’s small catechism and review continue. First draft of faith statements
need to be submitted for review and revision. (Completed faith statements need to
be turned in and approved by me before May 10™.)

. May 3" End of year celebration Pizza Party. Bring your favorite board or card game to
enjoy. All sermon notes are due.

. May 7", Senior Recognition Day, quilts will be given during the Sunday morning worship
service. It would be wonderful if some of the people that helped tie quilts could come
and present them to the seniors during the worship service.

. May 10" for any 8" graders who have not submitted the final draft of their faith
statements.

. May 17", Rehearsal: We will work out the logistics for the worship service and practice.
If the parents of the students affirming their baptism would like to attend to see what role
you will play at the worship service you are welcome!

. May 21°, Affirmation of Baptism during the Sunday morning worship service. Parents
and family members will be invited to come to the rail when their child is affirming their
baptism. It will be an exciting day!




Lock-in with Luther Park staff







Synod Assembly 2023

Bethany Lutheran- Rice Lake, WI
April 29, 2023

8am-5pm

Synods Assembly

This year's assembly will gather around the theme

Rebound: From Worry to Wonder
"Rebound: From Worry to Wonder as we explore

Jesus' words in Matthew 6:25-34
"Do not worry.....but seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness..."

COMMUNITY DINNERS

Everyone is invited to come enjoy a meal and get to know each other better. We are
serving from 11:30am-12:30pm. You can also stop in and take a meal to go, or call ahead
and we will arrange for delivery. There is no cost for the meal. Dinners are the second
Sunday of the month and are served from 11:30am-12:30pm.

Volunteers are needed to set up before the meal at 10:30am and for clean-up after the
meal. Also, if anyone would like to furnish dessert, that would be great. Suggestions for
future menus would also be greatly appreciated!

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, or you can contact me (695-3119) with your
suggestions and questions.

Thank you, Inez

Prayers of the People (Intercessory Prayers)

|
|
|
|
I This past fall we started praying the intercessory prayers in a different way during the

: worship services. There are prayers of healing and prayers of thanksgiving with the

; Taize' song “Lord Listen to your Children Praying” throughout. There is a time for people
| from the assembly to share their own prayers as well as praying for the people on our

I prayer concerns list. We light a candle for each group of prayers.

|

|

|

|

|

|

Do you like this format? Do you have a suggestion? | would welcome any input that you
have! Thank you, Pastor Karen (715-864-4407)



"”"“ '”"“‘ \ April 20, 21 & 22 are the 2023 Thrift Sale Dates
IOO M"'Es We are looking forward to receiving your donated items
soon.....April drop off dates will be in the April
newsletter, on Facebook, our website www.elevalc.org
and in the announcements during worship services.
Please stay tuned.

NEW FOR 2023 THRIFT SALE

Thrft Sale

O Thellip We have been approved to participate in the FUNDrive

program with Savers in Eau Claire. They will pay us
num,Oxen,Farchld  Nellle, Wiconsin $0.02 per pound for clean and in sellable condition
e s (] | clothing, household textiles, shoes & handbags. We are
e smepmreeapen L BEH T also approved to collect books for $0.02 per pound.

Thrift sale guidelines include items you would sell at a
sale at your home. Donations must be in good working condition, gently used & clean. Please do
NOT donate items that require a disposal fee. For example — electronics or large furniture.

« Any leftovers will be donated to a charitable cause following the sale.
« All proceeds generated will support the Church and its Ministries.

If you would like to help with set up, during sale hours or clean up please connect with the church
office at 715-287-4321 or
text/call Mary (715-896-9141), JoAnn (715-530-0224), or Denise (715-797-8006).

Arrangements can also be made for pickup of donated items.

It’s time to declutter those closets, dig through the attic & clean out the garage !

Sleep in Heavenly Peace Bed Build
Date: April 22, 2023
Set-up: 9:00 AM; Building from 10:00 a.m. until around 3:30 p.m. followed by clean-up
Location: Jackson Electric Co-op garage (N6868 County Rd F, Black River Falls, WI)

SHP is a non-profit organization that provides handmade beds to children who don’t have a
bed of their own. The beds are made from scratch and built to last a lifetime. Every bed is
handcrafted and constructed by volunteers willing to donate their time to help children in
their community. No experience is needed to participate in a build event. Inexperienced
volunteers are trained and supervised by experienced volunteers.

Call Pastor Karen (715-864-4407) if you are interested in taking part in this important work!



http://www.elevalc.org

PALM SUNDAY
BREAKFEAST

The Sunday School teachers and the
Education Committee will be providing a
“Free Will Donation" breakfast of egg
bakes and muffins after worship on
Sunday, April 2, 2023.

*This will replace the traditional Easter

breakfast.*

There will be an activity for families to
complete following breakfast in licu ®
of Sunday School class that day.

PARTNERS IN PRAISE

Submitted by Dianne Nichols

On Feb 5th the choir song was ‘Friends In Christ’ with words and music by Don Besig and Nancy
Price. It begins with: ‘Friends In Christ we gather today. In His name, we worship and pray. Sisters
and brothers, we join one another to share God’s unfailing grace. Sing with joy, sing out with glory.
Sing and give thanks to the Lord. Raise your voice, and go tell His story. Praise Him for evermore.’
This hymn in sung joyfully as we give thanks to the Lord for all of His blessings and love as He
walks close beside us.

On Feb 19™ Partners In Praise sang ‘Power In the Blood’ with words and music by Lewis E. Jones
and arranged by Stan Pethel. This is a well known hymn and sung with a medium rock beat. It
begins with: ‘Would you be free from the burden of sin? There’s power in the blood, power in the
blood. Would you o’er evil a victory win? There’s wonderful power in the blood. There is power,
power, wonder working power in the precious blood of the lamb.” The power in the blood enables
believers to be free from the burden of sin, be free from passion and pride and do service for Jesus
our King. The reason that Jesus’ blood has power is that His crucifixion fulfilled a new covenant
between God and humanity.




Dear Sisters in Christ,

We had our first meeting of the year on February 9th. Julie Miland, our Vice President/Sunshine
Chairman brought Valentines for us to sign for some of our home bound members. Lunch was
served by Natalie Evenson and Judy Clark.

Natalie suggested cleaning the church kitchen. There are things we no longer use and we are
running out of storage space. We set the date for February 23, but due to weather we

have rescheduled. We will plan on cleaning March 9™ at 9 a.m. That means you have time to check
to see if you have left something at the church you didn't mean to. Everyone is welcome to come
and help!

We decided to serve the Lenten soup supper on March 1. Let one of us know if you are able to help
that night.

We have been invited to Immanuel of Strum's Prayer Breakfast. It is on Wednesday, March 8" at
9:30. They always have such a nice event and it is good to see our neighbors. Let one of our
officers know you will attend or call Strum Immanuel.

The Dairyland Conference Morning of Renewal will be held at Peace Lutheran Church in Pigeon
Falls. It is to be held April 12th. Coffee & treats start at 9 a.m. and they need a count for a catered
lunch. We will arrange car pools if you let us know you would like to go.

Broiler Fest is right around the corner and we have to start making plans. We have schedules to
make, supplies to gather, pies to make, things to move to the hall and to set up, the pie serving,
etc. How will you be able to help this year?

Remember to save the dates for the Luther Park Bible Camp Retreat. We will join the Chippewa
Valley Women's conference June 7-8, 2023. We might need a nice relaxing couple days at camp
after Broiler Fest.

Our next regular meeting will be on May 11, 2023. Please plan to attend.
I have used the word "HELP" a lot I know. When you come to the ELCW meetings you will hear
of all the letters we receive thanking us for the donations and gifts we have been able to give to

organizations because YOU HELPED.

Attending February 9™ meeting: Natalie Evenson, president; Julie Miland, vice president; Arlene
Barneson, treasurer; Judy Clark, secretary; Sue Rotvold, member; Connie Pedersen, member.

Charity Circle

GOD’s Blessings to you, 1 pm Thursday, March 16th

Judy Clark

Eleva ELCW Secretary Lydia Circle

6:30pm Thursday, March 23rd
at the church
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Home Communion Visitation Team

If you, a family member, friend, or neighbor finds themselves in a situation where they would
appreciate receiving communion at home, please connect with Pastor Karen at 715-864-4407,
Mary Berg at 715-896-9141, or Denise at the church office, 715-287-4231.

Prayer is Powerful!

The members of the Eleva Lutheran Prayer Chain are ready and
willing to offer intercessory prayers on your behalf. We honor
confidentiality. You do not have to share specific details to be
included on the prayer chain. If you wish, your request can be held
in prayer during Sunday morning worship where the voices of the
assembly raise our prayers before God.

If you would like to have us pray for you, a family member or \ : '
friend; or if you would like to join the Prayer Chain as a “pray-er”,
please call: P
+ Connie Pedersen 715-287-3221 PRAYER IS POWERFUL
+ Vonnie Olson 715-287-4223
+ Pastor Karen 715-864-4407
or
+ Denise at the church office 715-287-4231

Strum Area Food Pantry!

Food Pantry at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Strum, WI is here to serve our community’s needs.
Now open the First Saturday from 9-11AM & Third Wednesday from 5-7PM of each month.

No appointment needed.
We offer non-perishable foods & fresh milk, eggs & ground venison, hamburger, pork sausage.
Please consider visiting us & see what we have to offer.

Strum Senior Dining Site Now Open Our Daily Bread. | Love God. Love Others.
Immanuel Lutheran Church

109 Elm Street, Strum . '

There are Our Daily Bread devotional books

Meals are served Tuesdays available for anyone who would like to stop in
11:30am to 12:30pm. and pick one up. We have some of the small

Reservations required 24 hours in advance by calling ones and also the |arger print ones available.
Immanuel Lutheran Church at 715-695-3511.
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Lent and Easter Theme: “Unfinished”

The season of Lent has begun and will take us through the month of March until Easter
Sunday on April 9. We will be exploring the theme “Unfinished” during both the mid-
week Lenten services and Sunday mornings.

“Unfinished-Out of the Depths”: During the mid-week Lenten services we will be
delving into the Book of Jonah. Jonah walks a Lenten path. Like all human beings, he is
prone to wander from his Creator in favor of determining the shape and scope of his own
future. This temptation is especially powerful when God calls us to take on risky ventures,
travel to strange places, and confront things inside of us that prevent us from seeing one
another as God does. God meets us in those liminal, Lent-like spaces when we find
ourselves somewhere between trust and doubt, courage and fear, anger and empathy.

“Unfinished-Discovering God’s Call in the Not Yet”: Author and life coach Nancy
Levin writes, “Honor the space between no longer and not yet”. We can probably all think
of a host of experiences from our own lives in which we occupy the space between no
longer and not yet. The space between no longer pre-pandemic life and not yet what will
settle into post-pandemic life. The space between before and after a medical diagnosis,
before and after living with a loss, before and after navigating a relationship change, a job
change, a move. The space between childhood and adulthood, young adulthood and
midlife, midlife and the autumn years. The space between yesterday and tomorrow, your
comfort zone and uncharted territory. The space between Ash Wednesday and Easter
Sunday.

The church by its very nature, and we as people of faith, live our whole lives in the space
between no longer and not yet. Cross-marked and Spirit-sealed, we dwell in the space
between the life, death and resurrection of Jesus and the final fulfillment of God’s hope-
filled promises. In this space between, we dwell in the unfinished as unfinished people.
As John reminds us, “we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed.”

But we are not left alone in this space between no longer and not yet. We are not left
alone to navigate this unfinished life by ourselves. God is here—present-tense, each and
every day—calling to us, accompanying us, renewing and recreating us—over and over
again.

(“Unfinished—Out of the Depths”, written by Dr. Michael J. Chan; “Unfinished—
Discovering God'’s Call in the Not Yet”, written by Rev. Dr. Charlene Rachuy Cox)
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~MEMORIALS & OTHER SPECIAL GIFTS~

Eleva Lutheran Church gratefully acknowledges
the following special gifts, memorials and sponsorships.

In memory of John Bauer, Catherine Palmer, Beradette Olson, Al Becker & Stubby
: Gunderson to the Partners in Praise Music Fund from Bill & Chris Smith.

! Given to the Stanley “Stubby” Gunderson memorial fund, Bjorn Borgen, Jodi & Brad Mai, Jon &
: Susan Nymo, Judy Matchey, Bob & Kim Bauer in memory of Bob Bauer, John & Gloria Nelson,
: Connie Pedersen, Janet Loomis, Marjorie Herbenson, Scott & Sandra Herbenson, Rev. Karen

: Ressel, Robert Tollefson, Mike & Judy Berg, John Kramer, Don & Julie Christ, Dianne Nichols,

: Dick & Natalie Evenson, Riley Weltzein, Gary Nelson, Michael & Amy Bartels, Dale & Mary :
: Pederson, Carol Pederson, Jordan Pederson, Devon Throuson, Anne & Tent Emerson, Kristin Enos, :
: Kara Schradle, Steve Palmer, Linda Twerbeg, Ricky Engen, Goodwin & IdaMae Alf, Bob & Teresa :
: Sisco, Donald Miland, Ken & Cheryl Rue, Gerald & Krystal Webb, Dave & Sue Rotvold, Bob &
: Sandy Teigen, Dennis & Linda Barneson, Carrol & Jane Enos, Mike & Linda Wenaas, Jerry & Jen :
: Franzwa, Maxine Cook, Janet Giedd, Shelby & Larry Christenson, Richard & Monica Bahr, Steven :
: & Linda Tauscher, Gary & Karen Barneson, Julie Melland, and Dave & Pam Emerson. :

In memory of Stanley “Stubby” Gunderson to the Elevator Fund from Dennis & Linda Hillestad.
: Natalie & Dick Evenson, and Gary & Diane Hillestad. :

In memory of Stanley “Stubby” Gunderson to the TCC bill from Duane & Carlene Schultz.

Gift to the High School Seniors’ quilt project in memory of Jan Franck from the Lydia Circle.

JOIN US FOR

(,Ua,//uln? Te»?dhm

Rebound: From Nostalgia (o New

Walking Together

March 11, 2023 8am-4pm

$25 per person covers the cost of
programming, materials, guest speakers,
and lunch.

Come for inspiration, new ideas, helpful
resources, and great conversation. You'll
have several workshops to choose from
and we'll enjoy a time of worship together.

Worship + Workshops + Inspiration

Pastor Karen plans on attending, let her
know if you have any questions or if you
would like to plan on carpooling.

For details and registration visit:

https: //nwswi.org /walking-together-epic /walking-togethers
2023
AR
S
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Account Balances
January 31, 2023

Beginning Ending
Account Name Balance Deposits Deductions  Balance Change
Altar Guild 31346 - - 31346 -
Building Fund 85553 30,00 7154 B863.59 8.06
Cam perships 5.00 5.00
Christ Kids 062.26 - 96226 -
Community Dinner 73844 - 9853 63991 [98.53)
Elevator Fund 5, 68381 20000 - 570381 20.00
Funeral Fund - 6,175.00 - 6,175.00 6,175.00
General Checking® 15,241.92) 11 017.02 14,097.15 (8,322.05) 13,080.13)
Halorsen £30.99 63099 -
Klinge Kor 783.78 - 783.78 -
Local Missions 137134 550,00 32134 (550.00)
Memeorial Fund 2,5598.34 - 2,508.34 -
Men's Group 9,144.08 - 1716594 742714 11,716.94)
Missions & Benevolences 455383 265.00 - 72033 265.00
Music 196621 2500 199121 2500
Parsonage (0.00) - (0.00) -
Seminary 98.57 - 98.57 -
sunday School 10,541.59 590.55 5200 1108014 53855
Technology Fund 797.42 - 517.68 27974 [517.68)
Trust Acct & Interest 73,411.18 - - 7341118 -

105,124.91 18,172.57 17,104.24 106,193.24 1,068.33
Genesis Youth 8, 456.19 B456.19

Line-of-Credit

General Deposits Met of Kindrid Transaction Fees

Transfers: Local Missions to Funeral Fund - $150; Men's Group to Funeral Fund -$500; Men's group to Sunday

School - $500

Next
Council
Meeting

March 13
@ 6:30

SPONSORSHIPS

Here are some other opportunities to support the operational costs that provide a comfortable worshipping
environment. You could choose to sponsor or co-sponsor any of the following expenses for one or more

months.

Xcel Energy ~ $300

TCC ~ $175
Newsletter~ $100

Midwest Gas ~ $400

*BoxCast ~ $99

consider giving to one of these funds when donating in the memory or honor of a loved one.

*BoxCast makes our online service possible
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Eleva Lutheran Church Council
UNAPPROVED- Annual Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting: Sunday February 5, 2023 Time: 10:15 AM
Minutes Prepared By: | Amanda Iverson Location: | Eleva Lutheran
Present:

Call to Order: The February 5, 2023, annual meeting was called to order at 10:23 AM by Adam Zwiefelhofer

Review and approve 2022 Annual Meeting Minutes Reviewed and approved, MSA.

2022 Actual Budget: No unfished business, no new business.

2023 Budget:
-2% raise for Janitor/ Organist 2) 2% raise Pastor 3) Choir director and Bell director- $1000/year 4) Utilities 1.5%

raise. Chris Smith wondering if she could have this put into her music budget.
-Youth Director discussion
May 1, 2023, Hire date projection.
-Bill Smith motion to approve budget and 2™ by Jen Rombalski. Duke Berg motioned for a ballot vote, 2™
JoAnn Adams
-Ballot vote: Yes- 46 No- 8.
Council Ballot:
-Motion by Dick Evenson to approve the whole ballot for the council members, 2™ by Lindsey Zahara. MSA.
Next Council Meeting: TBD, depending on new council schedule. Meeting Adjourned 11:46 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Iverson

Eleva Lutheran Church Council
UNAPPROVED- Regular Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting: Monday February 16, 2023 Time: 5:30 PM

Minutes Prepared By: | Amanda Iverson Location: Eleva Lutheran Fellowship Hall

Present: Previous President Adam Zwiefelhofer

Council Members: Kandi Weltzein, Ben Zwietholfer, Nate Zahara, Andrea Nyseth, Carnelius Coffey,
Josh Bue

Pastor Assistant Joann Adams

Treasurer:

ELCW President:

Office Administrator:

Pastors: Pastor Karen

Call to Order: The February 6, 2023, meeting of the Eleva Lutheran Church Council was called to order at 5:33 PM
by Adam Zwiefelhofer

Executive Council Nominations: Cory Peterson, President; Kandi Weltzein, Vice President, Amanda Iverson,
Secretary. MSA

Synod Delegate: Carnelius Coffey will be a youth delegate. We still need one adult male and one adult female of the
congregation

Next Council Meeting: Meeting Adjourned: March 13, 2023 @ 5:30. Council adjourned at 6:15 PM MSA.
Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Iverson
16
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Eleva Lutheran Church
PO BOX 147

Eleva, WI 54738
Address Service Requested

CROSSROADS MARCH

ELEVA LUTHERAN CHURCH
In person Worship Sundays at 9AM

Live-stream on Facebook and You Tube
www.elevalc.org

Oftice: 715-287-4231

Rev. Karen Ressel
pastor@elevalc.org

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE PERMIT No.1
ELEVA, WISCONSIN 54738

2023 NEWSLETTER

Email: office@elevalc.org
Ofhce Hours

Mon & Tue 9-12

Wed 3-6

and by appoimntment

You can also find our worship services on TCC channel 8.

Eleva Lutheran Church service will air every
Wednesday at 5pm and Sundays at 8am
(Sunday Service that will be on WTCO will be the previous Sundays Service).

18



