
Ordinances and Laws
Affecting Prides

This presentation will explore the legal issues commonly faced by 
Pride events, focusing on key areas such as freedom of speech, 

assembly rights, and anti-discrimination protections. We will delve 
into significant case law that has shaped the legal landscape for 

LGBTQ+ gatherings, highlighting landmark rulings on public protest, 
government restrictions, and protections against hate speech. The 
session will also address the tension between free expression and 
public safety concerns, offering a nuanced look at how courts have 
balanced these rights in different jurisdictions. Examples of recent 
cases from the Federal, Circuit Courts, and the many states will be 
provided to illustrate how legal systems have both supported and 

challenged the organization of Pride events. 
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Supreme Law of the Land
25 Minutes

• Constitution and Bill of Rights (5 minutes)
• Court System – State and Federal (5 minutes)
• Historic Cases and Constitutional Concepts (15 
minutes)

• Current Cases on Executive Orders



1st Amendment (1791)
Congress shall make no law: 
• Respecting an Establishment of Religion 

• Prohibit the Free Exercise thereof

• Abridging the Freedom of Speech or 

• Or of the Press

• Right of the people peaceably to Assemble

• To Petition the Government for a Redress of 
Grievances



14th Amendment (1868)
No State shall make or enforce any law which
• shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 

citizens of the United States; 

nor shall any State 
• deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 

without due process of law; 

• nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction 
the equal protection of the laws.



The Court System – Article III Federal Courts

13 Circuits and Specialty 
Courts
• Created by Congress in 

1891

Court of Last Resort
• Judicial Review 

under Marbury v. 
Madison (1803)

US Supreme Court US Court of Appeals US Districts Courts

94 Courts in all states and 
3 territories
• US Specialty Courts – 

Created by Congress under 
Article I – Tax, Armed 
Services, Federal Claims



The Court System – State Court to Supreme

Supreme Court 
15 Judges - Appellate Statewide
43 District & 48 Superior Courts 

2 Supreme Courts
14 Court of Appeals
488 District Courts +

50 State Courts Systems
All Different

Texas – 5th Fed Circuit North Carolina – 4th Fed Circuit Every State is Different 



Incorporation to the States
Fundamental rights that are NOT specifically enumerated elsewhere in the Constitution

Only 
Federal

Barron v. 
Baltimore 
(1833) – MD 
(4th Cir)
Slaughter- 
House 
Cases 
(1873) – LA 
(5th Cir)

14th Amend

Chicago… 
Railroad v. 
City of 
Chicago 
(1897) – 7th 
in IL

Due Process

1st Amend

Gitlow v. 
New York 
(1925) – NY 
(2nd Circ)

Speech

2nd Amend

DC v. Heller 
(2008) - DC
McDonald v. 
City of 
Chicago 
(2010) – 7th 
in IL

Arms

Selective

Some do 
NOT
• All of 3rd 

and 7th, 
• 8th - 

Excessive 
Bail, and

• 5th - Grand 
Jury



Procedural Due Process
Procedural protections before the government must follow before it deprives 
an individual of LIFE, LIBERTY, or PROPERTY.

Notice;  

Opportunity to be Heard; and 

Impartial Tribunal.



Substantial Due Process
Fundamental rights that are NOT specifically enumerated elsewhere in the Constitution

Interracial 
Marriage

Loving v. 
Virginia 
(1967) – VA 
(4th Cir)

Contraceptive

Griswold v. 
Connecticut 
(1965) – CT 
(2nd Cir)
Eisenstadt v. 
Baird (1972) 
– 1st Cir in 
MA

Abortion

Roe v. Wade 
(1973) - 5th 
Cir in TX 

Dobbs v 
Jackson 
(2022) – 5th 
Cir in MS

Sexual 
Conduct

Lawrence v. 
Texas (2003) 
– TX (5th 
Cir)

Same Sex 
Marriage

Obergefell v. 
Hodges 
(2015) – 6th 
Cir 4 states



Right to Assemble - Permits
Court cases related to assembly for events often revolve around issues of free 
speech, public safety, and the right to peaceful assembly.

Assembly to 
the States

De Jonge v. 
v. Oregon 
(1937) – OR 
(9th Cir)

Reasonable 
Grounds

Hague v. 
Committee 
for Industrial 
Organization 
(1939) - 3rd  
Cir in NJ 

Reasonable
Neutral

Cox v. New 
Hampshire 
(1941) – NH 
(1st)  

Balance of 
Rights

National 
Socialist 
Party of 
America v. 
Village of 
Skokie 
(1977) – IL 
(7th)

Permit 
Fees

Forsyth 
County v. 
Nationalist 
Movement 
(1992) – 11th 
Cir in GA



Right to Expression – Creative Art Forms
Several court cases have addressed issues related to free expression in the 
context of creative art forms.

Test for 
Obscenity

Miller v. 
California 
(1973) – CA 
(9th Cir)
Lacks serious 

artistic, 
literary, 

political, or 
scientific value

Abortion

Roe v. Wade 
(1973) - 5th 
Cir in TX 

Dobbs v 
Jackson 
(2022) – 5th 
Cir in MS

Symbolic 
Speech

Texas v. 
Johnson 
(1989) – TX 
(5th Cir)

Adult 
Access

Ashcroft v. 
ACLU (2002) 
– 3rd Cir 
Child Online 
Protection Act 
(COPA) 

Violent Video 
Games

Brown v. 
Entertainment 
Merchants 
Association 
(2011) – 9th 
Cir in CA 



Right to Expression – Dancing as Art Form
Several court cases have addressed the question of whether dancing qualifies as a 
form of art protected by the First Amendment.

Exotic 
Dancing

California v. 
LaRue 
(1972) – 9th 
Cir in CA

Adult Nude 
Dancing

Schad v. 
Borough of 
Mount 
Ephraim 
(1981) – NJ 
(3rd Cir)



Current Events in Federal and State 
20 minutes

• Role of Branches & States with Executive Orders
• Some Past Executive Orders
• Legislative Reactions to Executive Orders
• Judicial Review of Executive Orders
• Current Executive Orders Concerning LGBTQ



Role of Branches & States with Executive Orders
Each Branch and the States have roles in the Government

Executive

Direct 
agencies,

Enforce 
policies, or

Manage crises 
like a memo to 
employees

Administrative

Follow laws and 
regulations 

Rulemaking 

Adjudication

Legislative

Counteract

Override or limit 

Funding 
restrictions 

Impeachment & 
Investigations

Judiciary

Unconstitutional 
Does NOT 
Comply

Exceed 
presidential 
authority.

30 + CASES 
since 1/20/25

●

The States

Follow

Do NOT Follow

Only a 
Floor, Not a 
Ceiling for 

Rights



Some Past Executive Orders
13,790 Executive Orders issued by all Presidents as of 02/07/2025 

Lincoln

Emancipation 
Proclamation 
(1863) – Freed 
enslaved 
people in 
Confederate 
states based 
on war.

Roosevelt

Mass 
Incarnation of 
Japanese 
Americans  
(1942) – 
Forcibly 
Relocated 
12,000 People.

Truman

Desegregation 
of the Military 
(1948) – Ended 
racial 
segregation in 
the U.S. Armed 
Forces.

Eisenhower

LGBT 
Workers 
Barred from 
Government 
Jobs (1953) – 
Lavender 
Scare was 
NOT lifted until 
2014 - Obama.

●

Johnson

Affirmative 
Action in 
Government 
Contracting 
(1964) - 
Banned racial 
discrimination 
in federal and 
defense 
industry.



Congress's Reaction to Executive Orders
Checks and Balances of the Legislative Branch of the Government

War Powers

13th 
Amendment 
- Abolition of 
Slavery 
(1865)

Exempts 
Punishment 
of Crime 

Internment

Civil Liberties 
Act of 1988 - 
Paid 
Additional 
$20,000 per 
survivor after 
paying 10% of 
value in 1948

Desegregation

Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 - 
Prohibits 
discrimination, 
including the 
military

LGBT Bar

NONE - Only 
protections 
are Case 
Law and 
Executive 
Orders 

NEED 
Equality Act

Affirmative 
Action

NONE - 
Amended 
1967 to 
include Sex

28th 
Amendment 

- Equal 
Rights 

Amendment



Judicial Review of Executive Orders
Checks and Balances of the Judicial Branch of the Government

War Powers

Youngstown 
Sheet & Tube 
Co. v. Sawyer 
(1952) - 
Executive 
order struck 
down seizing 
steel mills for 
war.

Internment

Korematsu v 
United States, 
323 US 214 
(1944) - Found 
Constitutional

Ex Parte 
Mitsuye, 323 
US 283 (1944) 
- No Indefinite 
Containment 

Desegregation

NONE

LGBT Bar

Bostock v. 
Clayton County 
(2020) - 11th 
Circuit  - Title 
VII of Civil 
Rights Act of 
1964 covers 
sexual 
orientation and 
gender identity 

Affirmative 
Action

Students for 
Fair 
Admissions, 
Inc v. Harvard 
(2024) - 
Restricts 
Admissions 
using Race for 
Diversity



Current Executive Orders concerning LGBTQ
There are many bills being filed and some have been filed into law at the local and state level. There are 
several actual lawsuits in the 5th (Roe, Johnson, Lawrence, etc), 6th (Obergefell), and 11th Federal Circuits. 

Passports
Restrict 

change or X 
Gender 
Markers

Military
Ban of 

Transgender 
Service-
members

Health Care
Prevent 
Gender-
Affirming 

Care 
Coverage

Education
Criminal 

Prosecution 
for Affirming 

Teachers



Current Cases concerning Executive Orders
There are many bills being filed and some have been filed into law at the local and state level. There are 
several actual lawsuits in the 5th (Roe, Johnson, Lawrence, etc), 6th (Obergefell), and 11th Federal Circuits. 

Passports
Orr v Trump

2/7/2025

Military
Shilling v 

Trump
2/6/2025

Health Care
PFLAG v 

Trump
2/4/2025

US v Skrmetti
SC 12/2025

Education
Nat. Ass. of 

Diversity 
Officers v 

Trump
2/3/2025



Research and Documentation
15 Minutes

• Events Permit Steps (10 Minutes)
• State and Local Ordinances, Regulations, & Rules

• CYA Documentation Techniques to Help your Legal 
Counsel (5 Minutes)



Event Permit Steps
Some legal issues can arise from local regulations or licensing requirements for entertainment venues. 
Pride Events may need to comply with specific rules, and disputes can occur if these regulations are 
perceived as overly restrictive.

Research 
Local 

Regulations

Identify 
Permit Types

Obtain 
Application 

Forms

Complete 
Application 

Forms

Provide 
Supporting 
Documents:

Submit 
Application 

Forms

Look on the 
City’s and 
County’s 
Website

Look on the 
Department’s 

Look on the 
City’s Website 

or Call

Save 
Everything

Label and 
Check Off

Save & 
Document 
Everything

Websites for 
Municipal and 

County
codelibrary.amlegal.com

library.municode.com

Departments
Parks & Rec, Fire, 

Health, Food, 
Environmental, 

Police

Online Forms
PDF Forms

Folder for EACH 
Event and then 
Subfolders for 

each Department 
for Permits

Name Electronic 
Documents as 
the Item on the 

Application

Start a Document 
for all 

Communication



State & Local Ordinances, Regulations, & Rules 
Rules

Medium-sized Cities start to 
have Ordinances and Forms 
with Policies and Procedures 
that make it easier yet flexible.   

Small Towns rarely have 
Ordinances and may have 
Forms and Policies 
usually to prevent events.

Monroe, NC Amarillo, TX Charlotte, NC
Large Cities have Ordinances 
for everything with Forms, etc. 
that may actually harm 
Creativity and Expansion. 

Hidden – Read Policies and FORMS les



CYA Documentation Techniques to Help 
your Legal Counsel, & Rules
Plan and Organize ALL steps and all parts of the organization like you KNOW you will die suddenly. 
Spreadsheets and Reports are your friends. NOT a Waste of Time.   

Read

Read all the 
policies and 
forms to find 
hidden 
requirements.

Make

Make forms for 
everything from 
permit 
requirements, 
volunteer jobs, to 
signed and 
required 
agreements for 
vendors, 
suppliers, and 
volunteers. 

Request

Request 
documents 
under FOIA or 
state law for 
evidence as it 
happens, if it is 
needed. 

Save

Save 
documents in a 
way that is 
easily 
accessible to 
everyone and 
able to be 
retrieved if 
anyone 
disappears. 

Delegate

Delegate to 
Attorney to deal 
with all permit 
filings with 
contact 
information and 
even 
correspondence 
coming from the 
Attorney. 



Make Forms and Checklist for Everything



Request their Documents for Evidence if needed 
les DISCRIMINATION SOMETIMES IS SILENT

Out of the 14 rentals of the Entire Park since 
2021, 1 was City Police, 6 were Special 
Olympics in 2022, 4 for events organized for 
and by people of color like a reunion, 1 for a 
business, and 2 by Union County Pride.

Pointers for Records Request

● Look up State Laws and compare to Federal
● Look up the Records Request form or email 
● Be precise 
● Remember you can always change or add to 

a new request



Best CYA & FAFO
Get an ATTORNEY on the Board or 

as Legal Representation listed on the 
Organizational Website.

Make sure the attorney knows Constitutional Law 
AND Transactional Law such as the bureaucracy 
of event permits ALONG with never saying things 
like “well I think kids should not be around drag.”



Question and Answer 
10 Minutes



Cristal Robinson, JD/MBA
Pronouns: they/them/she

Diversity & Civil Rights Attorney
Social Entrepreneur
Neuroqueer & Disability Advocate

Cristal@CristalRobinson.com – Email

www.CristalRobinson.com – Website & Blog

@CristalRobinsonLaw – LinkedIn, Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube, Pinterest, & Tiktok
@CristalRobinson – Twitter

www.UnionCountyPride.com

mailto:Cristal@CristalRobinson.com
http://www.cristalrobinson.com/

