
Ordinances and Laws
Affecting Prides

Friday, January 26, 2024

75 Minutes

Cristal Robinson will 
explore the impact of 

ordinances and laws on 
pride events, 

emphasizing their role in 
fostering inclusivity and 
addressing challenges 
faced by the LGBTQ+ 

community. 

We'll delve into specific 
legislations, court cases, 
their historical context, 
and delve into steps to 
research and document 
your ongoing efforts to 
ensure equal rights and 

protection for pride 
celebrations.



CRISTAL ROBINSON, 
JD/MBA (THEY/THEM/SHE)
Union County Pride, Inc. – Union Co, NC
• President & Co-Founder
Panhandle Pride, Inc. – Amarillo, TX
• Attorney, Volunteer, & Sponsor

Robinson Law 
• Licensed in TX, NC, & DC
• 16+ Years of Law 
• 25+ Years of Business

Speaker Credentials

Charlotte Pride, Inc. – Charlotte, NC
• VIP Team Chair – Not Completed 2020
Lansing Pride – Lansing, MI
• Volunteer



Agenda
City of Monroe 

Resolution 

20 Minutes

• Watch Video of City 
Council discussing 
Laws with Attorney

• Resolution Filed by 
the City of Monroe, 
North Carolina

• Union County Pride, 
Inc’s Reaction

Supreme Law of the 
Land 

25 Minutes

• Constitution and Bill of 
Rights

• Court System – State 
and Federal

• Historic Cases and 
Constitutional Concepts

Research and 
Documentation 

15 Minutes

• Events Permit 
Steps
• State and Local 

Ordinances, 
Regulations, & 
Rules

• CYA Documentation 
Techniques to Help 
your Legal Counsel

Question and 
Answer 

10 Minutes



City of Monroe Resolution 
20 minutes

• Watch Video of City Council discussing Laws with 
Attorney (12 Minutes)

• Resolution Filed by the City of Monroe, North 
Carolina & Union County Pride, Inc’s Reaction (4 
Minutes)

• Some Current Cases concerning Prides



12-Minute Video

On September 13, 2022, the Monroe 
City Council meeting voted to request 
that Union County Pride, Inc. restrict 
one planned event - the Drag Queen 
Story Hour & Crafts – only to persons 
aged 18 and older. Prior to the vote, 
the City Attorney informed the Council 
members that the City Council had no 
legal authority to restrict the event to 
adults only because the event is not a 
“sexually-oriented performance” or an 
“adult performance.” The City 
Attorney is correct.

City of Monroe – Meeting Discusses Laws



City’s Resolution



Pride’s Response

UnionCountyPride.com/Statement



Current Cases concerning Prides
There are many bills being filed and some have been filed into law at the local and state level. There are 
several actual lawsuits in the 5th (Roe, Johnson, Lawrence, etc), 6th (Obergefell), and 11th Federal Circuits. 

Tennessee 
Adult 

Entertainment
Act

Federal Dist. 
Court Blocked 

and the 6th

Federal Circuit

Florida 
Protection of 
Children Act
Fed Stay at 
11th Cir. SC 

denied State’s 
Stay on the 

District Court’s 
Stay 

Murfreesboro anti-
LGBTQ+ 

Ordinance

Federal District 
Court Approved 

Settlement
City Council 

Deleted 
Homosexuality

WTAMU 
President 

canceled a drag 
show

Federal District 
Court Denied 

Stay – 5th

Circuit (Another 
Fed. DC decided 

differently)



Supreme Law of the Land
25 Minutes

• Constitution and Bill of Rights (5 minutes)
• Court System – State and Federal (5 minutes)
• Historic Cases and Constitutional Concepts (15 

minutes)



1st Amendment (1791)
Congress shall make no law: 
• Respecting an Establishment of Religion

• Prohibit the Free Exercise thereof

• Abridging the Freedom of Speech or 

• Or of the Press

• Right of the people peaceably to Assemble

• To Petition the Government for a Redress of 
Grievances



14th Amendment (1868)
No State shall make or enforce any law which

• shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 
citizens of the United States; 

nor shall any State

• deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; 

• nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction 
the equal protection of the laws.



The Court System – Article III Federal Courts

13 Circuits and Specialty 
Courts
• Created by Congress in 

1891

Court of Last Resort
• Judicial Review 

under Marbury v. 
Madison (1803)

US Supreme Court US Court of Appeals US Districts Courts

94 Courts in all states and 
3 territories
• US Specialty Courts –

Created by Congress under 
Article I – Tax, Armed 
Services, Federal Claims



The Court System – State Court to Supreme

Supreme Court 
15 Judges - Appellate Statewide
43 District & 48 Superior Courts 

2 Supreme Courts
14 Court of Appeals
488 District Courts +

50 State Courts Systems
All Different

Texas – 5th Fed Circuit North Carolina – 4th Fed Circuit Every State is Different 



Incorporation to the States

Bill of Rights

The 1st 10 Amendments to the Constitution
ORIGINALLY ONLY 
PROTECTION FEDERAL

Barron v. Baltimore (1833) 
– MD (4th Cir)

The Slaughter-House 
Cases (1873) – LA (5th

Cir)

14th Amendment (1868)
1st Amendment - Speech

Gitlow v. New York (1925) –
NY (

2nd Amendment – LAST
DC v. Heller (2008) - DC

McDonald v. City of Chicago 
(2010) – 7th in IL

Selective Incorporation 
Compromise – 1925 - 2008

Some do NOT

• All of 3rd and 7th, 
• 8th - Excessive Bail, and
• 5th - Grand Jury 



Procedural Due Process
Procedural protections before the government must follow before it deprives 
an individual of LIFE, LIBERTY, or PROPERTY.

Notice;  

Opportunity to be Heard; and 

Impartial Tribunal.



Substantial Due Process
Fundamental rights that are NOT specifically enumerated elsewhere in the Constitution

Interracial 
Marriage

Loving v. 
Virginia 
(1967) – VA 
(4th Cir)

Contraceptive

Griswold v. 
Connecticut 
(1965) – CT 
(2nd Cir)

Eisenstadt v. 
Baird (1972) 
– 1st Cir in 
MA

Abortion

Roe v. Wade 
(1973) - 5th 
Cir in TX 

Dobbs v 
Jackson 
(2022) – 5th 
Cir in MS

Sexual 
Conduct

Lawrence v. 
Texas (2003) 
– TX (5th 
Cir)

Same Sex 
Marriage

Obergefell v. 
Hodges 
(2015) – 6th 
Cir 4 states



Right to Assemble - Permits
Court cases related to assembly for events often revolve around issues of free 
speech, public safety, and the right to peaceful assembly.

Assembly to 
the States

De Jonge v. 
v. Oregon 
(1937) – OR 
(9th Cir)

Reasonable 
Grounds

Hague v. 
Committee 
for Industrial 
Organization 
(1939) - 3rd

Cir in NJ

Reasonable
Neutral

Cox v. New 
Hampshire 
(1941) – NH 
(1st)  

Balance of 
Rights

National 
Socialist 
Party of 
America v. 
Village of 
Skokie 
(1977) – IL 
(7th)

Permit 
Fees

Forsyth 
County v. 
Nationalist 
Movement 
(1992) – 11th

Cir in GA



Right to Expression – Creative Art Forms
Several court cases have addressed issues related to free expression in the 
context of creative art forms.

Test for 
Obscenity

Miller v. 
California 
(1973) – CA 
(9th Cir)
Lacks serious 

artistic, 
literary, 

political, or 
scientific value

Abortion

Roe v. Wade 
(1973) - 5th 
Cir in TX 

Dobbs v 
Jackson 
(2022) – 5th 
Cir in MS

Symbolic 
Speech

Texas v. 
Johnson 
(1989) – TX 
(5th Cir)

Adult 
Access

Ashcroft v. 
ACLU (2002) 
– 3rd Cir 
Child Online 
Protection Act 
(COPA) 

Violent Video 
Games

Brown v. 
Entertainment 
Merchants 
Association 
(2011) – 9th

Cir in CA 



Right to Expression – Dancing as Art Form
Several court cases have addressed the question of whether dancing qualifies as a 
form of art protected by the First Amendment.

Exotic 
Dancing

California v. 
LaRue 
(1972) – 9th

Cir in CA

Adult Nude 
Dancing

Schad v. 
Borough of 
Mount 
Ephraim 
(1981) – NJ 
(3rd Cir)



Research and Documentation
15 Minutes

• Events Permit Steps (10 Minutes)
• State and Local Ordinances, Regulations, & Rules

• CYA Documentation Techniques to Help your Legal 
Counsel (5 Minutes)



Event Permit Steps
Some legal issues can arise from local regulations or licensing requirements for entertainment venues. 
Pride Events may need to comply with specific rules, and disputes can occur if these regulations are 
perceived as overly restrictive.

Submit 
Application 

Forms

Provide 
Supporting 
Documents:

Complete 
Application 

Forms

Obtain 
Application 

Forms

Identify 
Permit Types

Research 
Local 

Regulations

Save & 
Document 
Everything

Label and 
Check Off

Save 
Everything

Look on the 
City’s 

Website or 
Call

Look on the 
Department’s 

Look on the 
City’s and 
County’s 
Website

Start a Document 
for all 

Communication

Name Electronic 
Documents as 
the Item on the 

Application

Folder for EACH 
Event and then 
Subfolders for 

each Department 
for Permits

Online Forms

PDF Forms

Departments
Parks & Rec, Fire, 

Health, Food, 
Environmental, 

Police

Websites for 
Municipal and 

County
codelibrary.amlegal.com

library.municode.com



State & Local Ordinances, Regulations, & Rules 
Rules

Medium-sized Cities start to 
have Ordinances and Forms 
with Policies and Procedures 
that make it easier yet flexible.   

Small Towns rarely have 
Ordinances and may 
have Forms and Policies 
usually to prevent events.

Monroe, NC Amarillo, TX Charlotte, NC

Large Cities have Ordinances 
for everything with Forms, etc. 
that may actually harm 
Creativity and Expansion. 



CYA Documentation Techniques to Help 
your Legal Counsel, & Rules
Plan and Organize ALL steps and all parts of the organization like you KNOW you will die 
suddenly. Spreadsheets and Reports are your friends. NOT a Waste of Time.   

Read

Read all the 
policies and 
forms to find 
hidden 
requirements.

Make

Make forms for 
everything from 
permit 
requirements, 
volunteer jobs, to 
signed and 
required 
agreements for 
vendors, 
suppliers, and 
volunteers. 

Request

Request 
documents 
under FOIA or 
state law for 
evidence as it 
happens, if it is 
needed. 

Save

Save 
documents in a 
way that is 
easily 
accessible to 
everyone and 
able to be 
retrieved if 
anyone 
disappears. 

Delegate

Delegate to 
Attorney to deal 
with all permit 
filings with 
contact 
information and 
even 
correspondence 
coming from the 
Attorney. 



Hidden – Read Policies and FORMS les



Make Forms and Checklist for Everything



Request their Documents for Evidence if needed 
les DISCRIMINATION SOMETIMES IS SILENT

Out of the 14 rentals of the Entire Park since 
2021, 1 was City Police, 6 were Special 
Olympics in 2022, 4 for events organized for 
and by people of color like a reunion, 1 for a 
business, and 2 by Union County Pride.



Best CYA & FAFO
Get an ATTORNEY on the Board or 

as Legal Representation listed on the 
organizational website.

Make sure the attorney knows Constitutional Law 
AND Transactional Law such as the bureaucracy 
of event permits ALONG with never saying things 
like “well I think kids should not be around drag.”



Question and Answer 
10 Minutes



Questions & Answers

Invite questions from the audience.



Cristal Robinson, JD/MBA
Pronouns: they/them/she

Diversity & Civil Rights Attorney

Social Entrepreneur

Neuroqueer & Disability Advocate

Cristal@CristalRobinson.com – Email

www.CristalRobinson.com – Website & Blog

@CristalRobinsonLaw – LinkedIn, Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube, Pinterest, & Tiktok

@CristalRobinson – Twitter

www.UnionCountyPride.com


