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  Our mission is to share the love of Christ with    
each other, our community, and the world.

 

1 

April 2023 

The Parish Internet 

 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran of Holway 
Sunday Worship 8:15 am 
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 May Newsletter 

Deadline April 25 

April Calendar       

Sunday Worship 8:15 a.m. 
 

April 2         Palm Sunday worship/communion8:15 a.m.  

April 5          Confirmation after school 

April 6          Maundy Thursday worship/communion 6:15 p.m.  

April 9         Easter  8:15 a.m. worship/communion, Rev. R. Giese   

April 12        Confirmation after school 

April 13        Council Meeting 6:00 p.m.  

April 15        WELCA Spring Rally—Page 8 

April 16      8:15 a.m. Sunday worship/communion, Rev. E. Hazel 

April 19        Confirmation after school 

April 23      8:15 a.m. Sunday wordship - Mike Kesling - Lay Lead 

April 26        Confirmation after school 

April 29        Synod Assembly, Rice Lake, WI 

April 30      8:15am Worship w/communion, Rev. G. Hedding 

News & Events 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

April 2      Palm Sunday                                   

                  worship with communion   8:15 a.m. 

April 5      Confirmation after school 

April 6      Maundy Thursday                                                                                          

        worship with communion   6:15 p.m.                  

                  Hors d’oeuvres 5:45 p.m.     

     

April 7      Good Friday Worship              6:00 p.m. 

                  at St. Paul’s, Medford       

April 8      Easter Sunday                           

                  Pancake Breakfast                   6:30-7:45 a.m. 

                  worship with communion        8:15 a.m. 
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News & Events 

Easter Breakfast 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The men serving the Easter Breakfast is a long-standing tradition.    

Men, boys and young people of all ages are encouraged to volunteer 

to make this meal a success. If you can help Saturday morning      

setting up or Sunday morning contact Rod Adams 678-2397, Echo 

Buehler 748-3928, or Paula Stroinski 748-6280. Donation slips are 

in the fellow ship hall.                                                                                              
 

Proceeds are for Our Saviour’s Cemetery Association 

A free-will offering 

will be accepted at 

the door. 

Menu:                                                      

pancakes, scrambled eggs,                

sausage, OJ, milk & coffee. 

                     Sunday April 9 from 6:30—7:45 a.m.                      

                       A message from Barb     

Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans 

will succeed. In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD            

determines his steps. Proverbs 16:3. 
 

     We need to keep this verse in our hearts so the Lord will           
determine our steps. As the council prayerfully works for the con-
gregation, we are excited about the future of Our Saviour’s. Gayle 
Hamann, Mike Kesling (thank you both) and I have been working on 
Our Saviour’s and St. Paul’s transition team has been working on 
their Ministry Site Profile (MSP). This is the document about our 
congregation and the information that will be published by the 
Synod as we begin searching for a pastor for our joint parish. The 
MSP is submitted individually; but both our expectations, preach-
ing desires, lay involvement and commitments are very similar and, 
I feel, confirms that the Lord’s plan is so continued on next page 
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     a message from Barb continued 

much bigger than our plan. By His will we are able to work together, 
have similar goals, and begin a ministry together with a positive atti-
tude and confidence. Mike Kesling joined a meeting at St. Paul’s when 
Pastor Randy Olson from the Synod was reviewing their MSP and con-
tributed to the discussion on part of Our Saviour’s. His comment was, 
“It was a very good meeting and I think we are growing more comfort-
able together.” Thank you, Mike, for representing OS.  
     Our council has voted on the MSP and it is being sent to the synod 
for approval and disbursement as they continue the process for us. I 
ask that you keep the pastor that the Lord is preparing for us in your 
prayers.  
     More exciting news is that Pastor Bob Giese has agreed to be our 
Administrative Interim Pastor. This is not to be the “preaching” pastor 
in the congregations, but to help all three congregations, Trinity, St. 
Paul’s and Our Saviour’s, have Pastors ‘in the pulpit’, provide pastoral 
care as needed (or have other Pastors available to help with this), and 
continue to work with the lay members to keep our congregations 
strong and active during this time. We are blessed for his commitment 
to us! Thank you, Bob. 
     Julie Janke, Heidi Bower, (thank you both) and I along with three 
members from St. Paul’s will make up the Call Committee. This       
process starts now with prayers and training and continues when 
there is a candidate or candidates to interview.  
     Brenda Nernberger, Julie Janke, (thank you both) and I along with 
three members from St. Paul’s will make up the Joint Parish Council. 
With the Joint agreement to begin in May, we will be meeting to estab-
lish worship times, joint services, financial obligations (how we are de-
termining membership), and any other business that arises. Please keep 
this group in your prayers.  
     If you have any questions, please feel free to reach 
out to anyone of the council members.  
 

Committing to the Lord,  Barb Krug, Council president 

 The gospel reading for this Easter is from the book of Mat-
thew.  Matthew is the only gospel writer that records an earth-
quake on Easter morning. The women arrive at the tomb and are 
greeted by an earthquake, an angel rolling back the stone, and the 
news that their Lord and Savior wasn’t there, JESUS HAD BEEN 
RAISED FROM THE DEAD. What? The women were filled with 
shock and fear. The aftershocks of this earthquake are still felt. The 

Bishop Laurie’s Easter Message 
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Christmas Eve     

Children’s sermon  

(left) 

 

Candlelight  

Worship  Service 

 

news that death doesn’t win and is defeated by the power of God in 
Christ Jesus continues to shock and amaze us.   
 What if we imagined Easter not as a lovely spring ritual filled 
with pastel-colored eggs and candy but as the violent earthquake 
that it is? Few living in the Midwest have experienced an earthquake. 
A pastor born in California remembers her mother putting rubber 
bands on the kitchen cupboard handles so the china dishes wouldn’t 
fall out when there was an earthquake.  When has a death of a loved 
one shaken the foundation of your world? When have you realized 
how fragile life can be? Christ's resurrection from the dead, his vic-
tory over sin, death, and the devil shakes up everything. It is the 
good news that can even shake us loose from our grief.  
 What if we experienced Easter as a violent earthquake more 
like a fresh egg dropped to the floor than one hard-boiled and beau-
tifully decorated? What if the Easter Earthquake shakes us awake, 
shakes everything out of the cupboards and closets so we are forced 
to do spring cleaning and decide what to put back and what to 
throw out? What if we get rid of stuff that doesn't work and give 
more space to what's important? What is really important? What is 
God’s will for you?  What are our Easter priorities?   
 What if this year the Easter Earthquake cracks open and rolls 
away the stone from our hearts, shakes loose old ideas, breaks 
down rock-hard prejudices, and opens us up to new ways to love 
our neighbor and to share this amazing good news that Jesus lives?  
What new life might rise up from the rubble? What new relation-
ships might develop? Like a chick struggles to break free of the egg’s 
shell, new beginnings are rarely easy, but they are worth it.  
 The good news is that Christ’s resurrection from the dead 
and his victory over death is good news even to those who have ex-
perienced a literal shifting of tectonic plates beneath the earth. On 
February 6, 2023, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake hit Turkey and Syria 
leaving over 50,000 people dead and hundreds of thousands more 
wounded, displaced, or homeless. More than 10,000 aftershocks 
have been felt since February 6 leading to more deaths, fear, and 
trauma. The aftershocks will continue for a long time. 
 This Easter, in response to the earthquake that opened the 
tomb and to the good news that Jesus has been raised from the 
dead, I encourage you to give a gift to the Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse to help the victims of the Earthquake in Turkey and Syria. 
Here is a link to help you do that. https://community.elca.org/middle-
east-crisis?_ga=2.89763675.1129066314.1679579365-
256581953.1608055964 
Suddenly there was a great earthquake… 
 

In Christ, Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 

https://community.elca.org/middle-east-crisis?_ga=2.89763675.1129066314.1679579365-256581953.1608055964
https://community.elca.org/middle-east-crisis?_ga=2.89763675.1129066314.1679579365-256581953.1608055964
https://community.elca.org/middle-east-crisis?_ga=2.89763675.1129066314.1679579365-256581953.1608055964
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News & Events 
Easter Lilies 

In Memory of:   Given by: 

 

Joan & Keith Krug       Barb, Ed & family 
 

Davod Krug        Juanita Krug, Sarah & Deanna 
 

Heidi Bower-Kesling       Ken Miller 
 

Herald, Florence,  

Bob & Vera Frosch        Karen & Harry Frosch 
 

Clifford Neitzel,  

Bill & George Krug 

Darlene, and Mom & Dad           Annabelle Neitzel 
 

Florence & Richard Nelson, 
Rick Nelson, Clifford Neitzel       Jamie & Derrick Neitzel 

 

 

 

 An Easter donation was given in memory of Todd Michael Utke 

from Mom, Mark (brother) & Alex Utke & family 
 

Thank you for the Easter donation and flowers, a beautiful    

tribute to our loved ones. 

 

Our Saviour’s recently received Thrivent Donations 

from Robert Giese and Ken & Marian Nernberger.   

Lent Worship 

Services  

We thank Heidi Bower-Kesling for creating & planning the services,  

the confirmation class participants, cooks and all who attended. The 

Lent services were amazing. Thank you to everyone who helped. 
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WELCA Meeting - March 1, 2023 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Echo Buehler. In attend-

ance were Heidi Bower-Kesling, Nancie Adams, Juanita Krug, Karen 

Frosch, Lois Neibacher, Carol Lekies and Echo Buehler. The meeting 

opened with ladies reciting the purpose statement. 
 

The secretary’s report was read and accepted. 

There was no treasurer’s report. 

Stewardship – They haven’t started sewing yet. 
 

Old Business 

• Basement cleaning was started.  Still have more work to do.      

Setting another date to clean and organize. Ladies will meet again 

on Monday March 6 at 8:30am. Enough tables and chairs need to 

be kept for funeral luncheons as well as the insulated coffee pots 

and large coffee makers. On March 12 & 19 members will have the 

opportunity to take items the church no longer needs or uses   

before they are donated or disposed of.  

• World Day of Prayer, March 3 at the Methodist church in       

Medford.   

• Walking together is coming up.  No one is planning to attend. 

• Gift bags and gifts are done for the confirmation students.  12 to 

be confirmed.  Names will be in the April newsletter. Confirma-

tion students are asked to help serve at the Easter Breakfast. 

• Honors Sunday and 1st Communion – May 7 

• Three graduating high school seniors.  Trinity Grueneberg, Josh 

Borman, and Lucus Borman. Students will be asked to fill out a 

short questioner and send a senior photo for the newsletter and 

bulletin board. Three young people will also be graduating from 

college including Dalton Krug,  Brendan Borman and Zachary     

Kawa. 
    

New Business 

• Spring Rally April 15, Loyal, WI. There won’t be a meeting before 

Spring Rally.  No mention of a start time was on the flyer.  If any-

one gets any more information share it with others. Heidi Bower 

offered to drive if anyone wants to go. 

• Maundy Thursday, At the end of the service the altar will be 

stripped. 

• Brenda Nernberger & Paula Stroinski will be asked to strip the 
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News & Events 
altar. If they have questions in regard to the order things are     

removed, they should contact Gwenyth Lavin or Joann Lavin.     

Confirmation students will carry items back to heritage room.  

• Basement walls, floors and ceiling will need to be washed before 

painting.  Discussed doing it ourselves or hiring the work done.  

Carol Lekies will check with her Amish friend, Sara, to see if she 

knows anyone who would be interested in the job. Tabled to a 

later date. 

• Start thinking about the Anniversary Dinner Raffle. Things need to 

be ready so tickets can be sold at ball games this summer.     

• There will not be a meeting in April due to Holy Week. The next 

meeting May 3. 
 

Carol Lekies made a motion to close the meeting.  Nancie Adams  

seconded it.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Submitted by Carol Lekies, secretary 

2023 Chequamegon Conference Spring Rally 

“Let Your Light Shine” 
 

April 15, 2023 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

201 Northwest Street 

Loyal, WI   
 

Cost: $15.00, includes lunch, $20 after April 1 

 

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. with light refreshments. 

Lunch served around noon. 

 

Business meeting, election & installation of officers,                   

communion, lunch and door prizes. 

Attention ladies, if you would like to attend the Spring Rally      

contact Marian Nernberger by April 1 to register.   
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 Education & Youth 
April/May Sunday School Schedule:  
      April 2, children sing during worship—Easter Egg Hunt to follow 
      April 16 & 30, Class 9:15 a.m. –10:15 a.m. 
      May 14, Fun Day/Last day of Sunday School   
 

April Confirmation: after school until 6pm 
      April 5—Faith Statements 
      April 12—Worksheets 8 & 9 grade, Old Testament for 7th grade 
      April 19—Fun Night 
      April 26—Complete Faith Statements; 7th grade worksheets  
 

May 21, Affirmation of Baptism  (Confirmation Class of 2023)  
 

Josey Krug, Liselle Weiler, Dazie Cynor, Abbie Marzinske, Draven 
Dums, Lilyanna Kujawa, Evan Pagel, Storm Adams, Anastasia Kujawa, 
Tanner Kunze, Lexie Kunze and Rachel Varney 

 

Welcome 
          to the Lord’s Table 

 

All fifth grade or older students are invited to attend.         

To sign up for the class either call or text Barb Krug at      

715-965-5696 before April 19.                        
Medford 5th grade students can ride the bus to church.    

Students should ride slot #8 at MAMS and stay on the 

bus at MAES. Slot #8 comes out to Our Saviour’s. 

Attention parents, children wishing to receive First Communion 

are required to attend this class.  A parent/grandparent or other 

adult is required to attend the class, for (with) your child from 

5:15 p.m. to 5:45 pm.  If you as a parent feel that your 

fourth grader is ready to understand and accept com-

munion or have questions or concerns, contact Barb. 

 

   First Communion - Sunday, May 7 

           First Communion Class 

           Wednesday, May 3, 4:00 - 5:45 p.m.  
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News & Events: Council Minutes 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church     Council Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2023 
 

The meeting was called to order by Barb Krug at 6:05 p.m.  Present   

at the meeting were Barb Krug, Mike Kesling, Brenda Nernberger, 

Nancie Adams, Pastor Bob via Zoom and Gayle Hamann. 
 

Mike Kesling opened the meeting with a prayer.   We recited our    

mission statement together. 
 

The Agenda was approved with a motion by Gayle and a Second by 

Nancie.  Motion Carried. 
 

The February Meeting minutes were approved with a motion by    

Nancie and a second by Mike.  Motion carried. 
 

Parish Secretary’s Report – We reviewed a written report in     

Carol’s absence. 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Nancie is having problems getting a Church 

Mutual bill and policy.  She will continue to make follow-up calls.  Eve-

rything else is good.  A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was 

made by Mike and seconded by Brenda.  Motion carried. 
 

Joint Treasurer’s Report – There’s currently not much activity.  

Before the end of April, Brenda will have to have a deposit from Our 

Saviour’s to even out the funds.  She needs to cut a check to Trinity 

because they made one more deposit to the Joint account than Our 

Saviour’s did.   
 

Education & Youth- Sunday school was supposed to sing last week, 

but only two kids showed up.  Confirmation is going very well. 
 

Property-Mike and Heidi Bower-Kesling moved risers to their barn 

to be taken apart.  Mike is going to put a railing on the back wall in the 

sewing room.  Two roof drain tubes need attention.  Mike is going to 

pull some big bushes out front since they get in the way when they 

work on the power.  Mike built a shelf unit in the former men’s room 

downstairs for record storage.  It will be locked. Mike bought and in-

stalled new filters for the furnace.  Lawn care is being taken care of by 

the Cemetery Association. 
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News & Events 
WELCA-The kitchen cupboards in the basement were scrubbed.  

Paper products from downstairs were all brought upstairs.  The 

items on the basement table are things people can take.  They’re  

discussing getting shelf liner paper.  Barb suggested that maybe the 

Ladies could help with that.  Chairs need to be assessed.  We don’t 

need to keep all the chairs that are down there.  At the Ladies meet-

ing they talked about hiring someone to scrub the walls as a summer 

project.  Nancie is going to take 2 fans home for Rod to clean, and 

then they will be returned.  Barb would like to see the Sunday School 

area cleaned up a bit too. 
 

Worship- Ash Wednesday service was cancelled due to the weath-

er.  Last night the fellowship hall was full.  Barb commented that  

Heidi has done an amazing job with the service.  It’s short and sweet 

and includes contemporary music with a meaningful message.  
 

Pulpit fill:  Nancy Jones takes care of this for St. Paul’s. Pastor Bob 

will work with Carol Lekies, Nancy Jones and Al Raatz from Trinity, 

and Barb will step back from this task.  Pastor Bob will preach one 

Sunday a month at each church.  He thinks Pastor Nancy will take 

one Sunday a month as well.  Barb and Mike are both willing to 

preach lay services. 
 

Pastor Bob commented on an ELCA controversy on their Facebook 

page about the problem with service times being too close together 

for pastors with multiple congregations.  It’s too stressful on the  

Pastors when they have to rush off from one service to get to the 

next service. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Ministry Site Profile – We need to set up another committee meeting 

to work on the Our Saviour’s profile.  On March 19 Pastor Randy 

Olson is preaching at St. Paul’s.  They’ll be going over their MSP with 

him after the service.   
 

Administrative Interim Pastor Contract- All three churches have  

accepted this contract.  Pastor Bob asked if anyone told the synod.  

Barb said no.  Pastor Bob said that he mentioned it to Pastor Randy 

Olson when he was chatting with him.  The 3 presidents and Pastor 
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News & Events 
Bob need to sign contract.  Pastor Bob will get it to the synod. 
 

Synod Assembly – Mike and Heidi have agreed to go.  Carol is on 

the Synod Council and will be attending as well. 
 

Letter from St. Paul’s-active/inactive members – Barb will be check-

ing with Val Bach to see if they’ve had good results from the letter 

they sent out to their congregation.   
 

It was suggested that we create guidelines for Active vs Inactive 

Members.  After some discussion, it was determined that this is 

something that would best be handled via the Joint Council so both 

churches use the same criteria. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

Joint Council:  Discussion was held on establishing the Joint    

Council members from Our Saviour’s. 
 

Easter Breakfast – Volunteers are needed to help with this annual 

event. 
 

Call Committee – Mike made a motion to appoint Barb Krug, Julie 

Janke and Heidi Bower-Kesling to the call committee.  Nancie     

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 

Outdoor Service - Outdoor services will be held on the 2nd       

Sundays in June, July, and August.  Pastor Bob will preach at these.  
 

Pastor Bob’s concerns:  Pastor Bob asked the Council to consider 

what we’d like his focus to be for his 3-4 hours attributed to us 

each week.  Barb asked Pastor Bob what his thought is for the    

focus.  He thinks it may be different each month.  For example, you 

can’t predict funerals.  It will vary which congregation he spends 

more time on each month depending on pastoral emergencies.  His 

goal will be to see that things get done whether he does them or 

not.  

Pastor Bob and Jo will be leaving for an April 13 wedding in Florida 

right after Easter services.  They’ll be returning the following 

Wednesday or Thursday (4/19 or 4/20). He will find a way to put 

in his hours.  He’ll also make sure we have pastoral care during 

that time. 

                       continued on next page 
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                      News & Events 
In order for Pastor Bob to reach out to other pastors for assistance, 

he asked the Council if we’d be willing to pay the synod rate for 

emergency pastor care.  This rate is $25/hour plus mileage.  This 

would be paid to a pastor for making hospital visits or visiting the ill 

at home, etc.  The Council agreed to this rate.  Each congregation 

would pay for their own members. 
 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Nancie and            

seconded by Brenda. Motion carried.  

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Reminders:  Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of the month.  

April 13, and May 11.   

National Human Trafficking Hotline 1-888-373-7888 
If you suspect something call. 

In the event of a pastoral care emergency 

contact: Rev. Robert Giese 847-899-7122 

or Pastor Nancy Amacher 715-223-5316 
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News & Events:  OS Finance  



 15 

       Online Giving Available at oursavioursholway.com                                   
        

The link is accessible on the website, oursavioursholway.com on the 
home page and the donation page. Your gift may be set up as a single 
or recurring donation.  Thank You. 

 

 

           News & Events: Finance  
February 

 Isaiah 41:10 

 10 So do not fear, for I am with you; 

    do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 

 I will strengthen you and help you; 
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