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  Our mission is to share the love of Christ with    
each other, our community, and the world.

 

1 

November 2023 

 The Parish Internet 

 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran of Holway 
Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m.                                                       
St. Paul’s, Medford 9:15 a.m. 

“ give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ  
Jesus for you.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 



 2 
Scrip Cards available – Walmart, Kwik Trip, County Market   

To order other cards contact Brenda Nernberger at 715-678-2573.      

  

November Worship Assistants 

 

November Calendar       
 

Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. 
 

November 1        Confirmation after school—6 p.m. 

                           6:45 p.m. fellowship, 7:00 WELCA meeting @ OS                            

November 5      8:00 a.m. worship, Mike Kesling worship leader 

November 6         6:00 p.m. council meeting @ OS 

November 8        Confirmation after school—6 p.m. 

November 12    8:00 a.m. worship/communion, SAM Barb Krug  

                            WELCA Thankoffering Service 

November 15       Confirmation after school—6 p.m. 

November 19     8:00 a.m. worship/communion, SAM Barb Krug       

                           Anniversary  Dinner—Stetsonville 

November 26    8:00 a.m. worship/communion, Pastor Nancy Amacher 

November 29      Confirmation after school—6 p.m. 
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                        A Message from Pastor Bob 

Dear members and friends of Our Saviour's/St. Paul's: 
 

Here it is mid-autumn when our thoughts turn to our 

Thanksgiving celebrations.  With that in mind, here is 

one of my favorite passages about giving thanks. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 - "give thanks in all         

circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you." 
 

Notice it does not say "give thanks for all circumstances."  No, we don't 

have to be thankful we have cancer or a hip replacement or other      

traumatic events, though we certainly can be thankful for the miracles of 

modern medicine which help us to live more productive lives in spite of 

these problems. But in every situation, we find ourselves we can        

certainly examine our lives to find the blessings we do have from God 

even in the midst of our struggles and give thanks for those blessings. In 

fact, studies have shown those who have positive outlooks and can be 

thankful for what they do have even in the midst of great struggles fare 

better in the long term than those who only dwell on their problems 

without seeing the good things in their lives.  So, whatever your circum-

stances you find yourselves in during this season of thanksgiving, I hope 

you are able to turn your problems over to God, see the blessings you 

do have, and give God thanks for those blessings. 
 

With that in mind, I want to turn your attention to my favorite passage 

from the Old Testament and ordination passage:  Micah 6:6-8 "6 “With 

what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year 

old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thou-

sands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the 

fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal, 

what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?" 

In my thinking this passage tells us how to best give thanksgiving to God 

for our blessings.  While our words of thanksgiving are important, what 

their real purpose is is to direct our thoughts outward to the needs 

around us - in our families, in our church family, in our communities, and 

in the world. 
 

When we direct our energies (financial, physical, emotional, spiritual) to 

the people and situations around us where there is need, we are     
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showing we are truly thankful for what God has given us. 
 

So, as you raise your voices in thanks-giving this Thanksgiving, I urge 

you to think about how you can demonstrate your thanks-giving tangi-

bly. We often call this "stewardship."  How can you be a good steward 

of the blessings God has given you through your good stewardship of 

and generosity with your time, talents, and treasures?  How will you 

"do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God"? 
 

At the end of my letter, I'll include some of the possible ways you can 

show your thanksgiving by participation in the life of the congrega-

tion.  But there are many ways to serve in the community at large, as 

well.  And, every day we are presented with opportunities to "give to 

show our thanksgiving."  Let the Holy Spirit guide you to know how to 

turn your words of thanks into actions of thanksgiving. 
 

In thanks! 

Pastor Bob Giese 
 

P.S.:  I am particularly thankful for my speedy progress in healing from 

my total hip replacement in October.  After only 17 days (the time of 

this writing), I am already walking mostly without my walking stick 

and riding my recumbent trike (indoors) every day.  I hope to soon 

be back among you in person. 

 

 
 

A partial list of ways in which you can show your thanksgiving 

through service: 

Being a voice or officer on the council * Reading in church *Acolyting  

*Serving communion *Ushering *Counting offering after services 

* Altar Guild *Sunday School teacher–sub teacher or helper * Scrip seller 

* Confirmation class helpers- teachers *Quilting –sewing with the ladies 

*Grounds keeper *Treat maker – various events or after worship–Lent               

Services *WELCA – various missions they work on and events they                                                   

attend * Musicians–Singers–special music *Computer / TV / Sound                                              

system helpers *Prayer Involvement (always) *Generous and willing                                     

giver of monetary gifts *Visiting others *Church Secretary at Our                                          

Saviour's (Carol would like to retire) *Participate in Community Mission                                                      

With Jesus *Volunteer at our schools or hospital 
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All Saints Sunday - On Sunday, November 5, come and celebrate 

that nothing separates us from God. On this Sunday we gather to 

remember those who have gone on to the home of the Heavenly 

Father this past year. The worship service will include a special time 

when we remember the loved ones of our congregations who have 

passed away between November 1, 2022—November 5, 2023 
 

From Our Saviour’s we remember Melissa Becker  
 

If your loved one is not listed, please submit their name to 

the church office to be included in the service.  

Hello, 

It is getting to be that time of year again. As past Giving Tree gift 

buyers, we are asking  if you would be willing to help again                      

                             this year?   Please reply to                                          

                               taylorcountygivingtree@gmail.com 

                    with how many children you would                       

                like to buy for and we will get you the                   

             children's information as  we get                        

         applications in.  Please be patient as the                                         

         applications usually come in closest to the  

                   middle/end of November.  
 

   Gifts must be new and in the original 

   packaging. Make sure to label each gift 

   with the child’s number.     
 

Deliver unwrapped gifts to Cutting Edge Youth Center by   

December 12. 
 

Thank you for your participation in this amazing program. The 

program would not be the huge success it is without people like 

you!  Sincerely, Taylor County Giving Tree Committee 

 
 
This year, I will not be getting names for Our Saviour’s members.  

Please reply to taylorcountygivingtree@gmail.com for a name of a child 

to buy for.  If you do not have internet, contact me and I will get a 

child’s number for you to buy for.  Carol Lekies, Secretary OS 

Lent               

various missions they work on and events they                                                   

Computer / TV / Sound                                              

Generous and willing                                     

Church Secretary at Our                                          

Community Mission                                                      
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Council Elections 2023-2024 

 The church council plays a vital role in the vitality of the 

church. At a recent Synod Council meeting I attended, Bishop Laurie 

stressed the importance of the council to the congregation. In some 

cases, churches close not because they lack finances, but because no 

one wants to take on the responsibility of serving on their councils.  

Is that going to be the future of Our Saviour’s?   

 The council oversees the life and activities of the congrega-

tion, most notably its worship life, to the end that everything is done 

in accordance with the Word of God and the faith and practice of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

 The council is made up of the pastor, president, vice presi-

dent, secretary and treasurer and members of the congregation. At 

Our Saviour’s council terms are 1 year except for the Treasurer 

who serves a 3-year term.  According to Our Saviour’s constitution, 

members are limited to no more than 4 consecutive terms. Terms 

begin at the end of the annual meeting.  President, vice president, 

secretary positions are open and will need to be filled at the upcom-

ing annual meeting in December.  In addition to the officers, mem-

bers of the congregation are needed to represent the congregation. 

Any voting member may be elected, this includes youth that have 

been confirmed. Can you fill a position?  

 Barb Krug will not be eligible to hold the president’s position 

as it conflicts with her responsibilities as a SAM. Gayle Hamann, sec-

retary, stepped down due to health reasons. I have been filling her 

position until a replacement comes forward. Presently there are no 

members of the congregation serving on the council that are not 

officers. Prayerfully consider filling a council position. Don’t wait for 

someone to nominate you at the meeting, volunteer now so your 

name is on the ballot for the annual meeting on December 10. 

 As the church secretary, I have been attending council meet-

ings for the past 12 years. Meetings are interesting.  You learn a lot 

about the “whole” church from Sunday school to finance to new 

worship ideas.  If you have any questions, Barb Krug, or Pastor Bob, 

or me, Carol Lekies, secretary. 
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WELCA Meeting Wednesday, Oct. 4 Minutes 

Thank you to Julie Janke lunch hostess.  Echo Buehler called the meeting 

to order at 7 p.m. Barb Krug, Karen Frosch, Echo Buehler, Julie Janke, 

Amie Marzinske, Paula Stroinski, Nancie Adams & Carol Lekies in    at-

tendance. Together we read our mission statement. 

Secretary’s Report – Read and approved. 

Treasurers Report - balance $3723.95 Motion to accept &       

approve. Passed  

Thank you, cards received from – Beds From Christ, Hands Foundation-

Every Third Saturday, 89Q for donations from WELCA. 

Stewardship – Karen Frosch reported that on Oct. 10 members of    

the Hands Foundation are coming to OS for veterans’ donations. On          

October, Mike Kesling will deliver LWR school kits and quilts to the        

In Gathering in Wausau. Thank you Mike. 

Old Business 

Anniversary Dinner – Reviewed the Star News/shopper ad. Amie    

Marzinske would like “open to the public” added.  Carol will call the Star        

News and have public invited included in the ad. Jean from the hall is tak-

ing care of food purchases. Nancie Adams reported everything is set. 

November 12 Thank Offering Sunday. Barb will be preaching. Thank 

Offerings collected are sent to the synod. Thank offerings will be present-

ed during worship. 

New Business 

Carol Lekies made a motion to donate $100.00 from WELCA to Rescued 

and Redeemed.  Echo Buehler seconded. Motion passed. 

Fall Retreat – Marian Nernberger & Karen Frosch are attending.  

Spring Rally –Our Saviour’s volunteered to host the WELCA 2024 

Spring Rally/business meeting. At the fall retreat, Marian Nernberger will 

announce April 20 as the tentative Spring Rally meeting date with April 13 

or 27 as backups. 

Lights of Love – Melissa Becker, Cory Gruelke, Donna Benson, and 

Vera Frosch.  Echo Buehler made a motion to include the preceding 

names and make a flat donation of $25.00 from Our Saviour’s to Lights of 

Love.  Barb Krug seconded, motion passed. 

Dec. 31 Joint Worship – 5th Sunday at BS bar 9 a.m. service. 

Marian Nernberger made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Nancie se-

conded, motion passed. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  The next meeting is      

November 1 with Barb Krug as hostess.                                                                 

Submitted by Carol Lekies, Secretary 
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                           News & Events—Youth 

   Teachers are: 

   Meagan Neitzel 920-562-0100 

   Heidi Bower 715-512-0557 

   Bobbi Marion 715-2900338 

Sunday School             

After Sunday Worship 

for children                             

Pre K—6th grade. 

  

           Teachers are: 

           Brenda Nernberger—Pre K, Ktg, & 1st grade 

 Lynette Hamlet—2nd, 3rd, & 4th grades 

 Jason Borman—5th & 6th grades 
 

4:00—6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday November 1, 8, 15 and 29.  No class on        

November 22—Thanksgiving break.   

November 5      Miracles 

November 12    Healing 

November 19    Parables  

November 26    No Sunday School—Thanksgiving weekend                                                                   

Rescued & Redeemed 

4th Annual Fundraiser & Awareness Event 
 

November 4, 1-4 p.m.            

29 Pines Sleep Inn Conference Center 

5872 33rd Ave, Eau Claire, WI  
 

Speakers will discuss the solutions available for survivors                

& ways the community can help combat trafficking. 
 

100+ Silent Action and Raffle Items 

9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m. 
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News & Events  

A special presentation by the Showcase Players 

“The GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD” 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

December 10, 10:45 A.M. 

 at Our Saviour’s 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

Thankoffering Service of the Word  

written by the Women of the ELCA  

Sunday November 12, 2023, 8 a.m. 
 

SAM, Barb Krug, will lead worship and women of the congregation  

will take parts in the service. Thankofferings will be collected. These 

are sent to the Churchwide Women’s Organization for women’s  

ministry and mission support of the total organization.   
 

Thankofferings aren’t something new.  Beginning in the late 19th cen-

tury, Lutheran women were given small Thankoffering boxes to place 

in a special location in their homes as a visible reminder of blessings 

received.  Coins were added to the boxes almost daily as blessings 

were noted.  
   

Do you remember your mother or aunt having an offering box at  

home?  I do. Today, I have a bank in my laundry room.  If money is left 

in pockets and goes through the wash and I find it, it goes into the 

thankoffering bank no mater how much. (Carol Lekies)  
 

Thankofferings show gratitude for God’s blessings and give us a way to 

express that gratitude.  The offerings are usually collected in the fall. 

On November 12, remember to bring your thankoffering to worship. 

With Our Whole Hearts                                             

We Give You Thanks 
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  News & Events 

Anniversary Dinner 

This year, I was out of town and missed the dinner.  It’s hard to write 

about something you didn’t attend, so I called my friend Sharon Cypher 

to see what her thoughts were of the dinner.     

“I knew it was going to be good.  The parking lot was so full we    

couldn’t find a place to park,” said Sharon . “The food was wonderful 

and we saw lots of people we knew that we haven't seen in awhile. “ 

“The dinner was well organized and Jean from the Centennial Hall is 

amazing to work with,” said Barb Krug of Our Saviour’s.   Thank you to  

Amie Marzinske and Nancie Adams for their planning and the many 

volunteers who helped make this a successful event.   

In addition to 251 meals ticket sold, there were 27 carryout orders.  

The quilt raffle raised $976.00.  The quilt was won by Barb Krug.  The 

bucket raffle sales: $492.00, bake sale/country store: $397.31, donations 

$1096.00.  The amount raised on the dinner will be available in next 

months newsletter.  

 The turn out was wonderful.  Thanks to everyone for their help and 

support including the confirmation class that worked at 

the dinner as part of their service to God’s House project.  

Dinner goers commented on how many young people 

helped and the fantastic job they did.  By Carol Lekies 

PS—In my absence, no one took any pictures. So I am   

including a picture from a few years back—2013 



 11            continued on next page 

News & Events—Council Minutes 

October 12, 2023 

Barb called the meeting to order. Present were Brenda Nernberger, 

Mike Kesling, Nancie Adams, Carol Lekies, Barb Krug, and pastor Bob 

attended remotely. 

We recited our mission statement and Pastor Bob lead us in prayer. 

Mike Kesling made a motion to approve the agenda, Brenda 2nd, and 

passed. 

September minutes and treasurers’ reports were approved, 2nd and 

passed. 

Nancie presented a draft budget for 2024 to the council for review 

and revision. The final budget will be presented at the November 

meeting. 

Co-mission Reports: 

Education & Youth: Brenda reported that SS is going well. Confir-

mation student volunteers helped with SS. 

Property: Outdoor sign missing the “U” in Saviour’s will be correct-

ed. Kurt Zenner will update the kitchen and entry way lights. Kurt will 

provide a receipt necessary to get a rebate from Taylor Electric for 

the change to LED lights.  

Compared bids from Neubauer, Wojick Plumbing, Zenner and Kra-

mer for a new air conditioning unit for OS. A recommendation will be 

made at the next meeting to present at the Annual Meeting. 

Parking Lot:  Have bids from Petersen Seal Coating & Jensen Chip & 

Seal Coating for sealing parking lot to present at the annual meeting. 

Basement Bathroom: Should be taken care of this week. 

WELCA:  Everything is ready for the Anniversary Dinner. 

Worship:  Pulpit supply – Pastor Bob Giese, Pastor Nancy Amacher, 

SAM Barb Krug, Ley Mike Kesling 

Sound system: Mike Kesling getting prices for updating the sound 

system. Mike and Bob will look at what we currently have and make 

recommendations. 
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 News & Events—Council Minutes 

In the event of a pastoral care emergency                         

contact: Rev. Robert Giese 847-899-7122,         

Barb Krug 715-965-5696, or Pastor Nancy 

Amacher 715-223-5316. 

SAM Visitation Video available for viewing. If you want access 

contact Pastor Bob.  Video is about an hour. Viewing the video does 

not obligate a person to do visitations in the hospital or nursing 

home. 

TV Instillation:  Nancie made a motion to send a thank you card 

and donation to Randy Haynes for $100.00 for installing the smart 

TV. 

Council Openings:  Secretary, President, and council members at 

large who are the voice of the congregation.  

Fresh Expressions – Meagan Neitzel, Heidi Kesling, and Jason Bor-

man will be participating. 

Joint Service October 29—Pastor Nancy will be preaching at St. 

Paul’s. Trunk or treat for the kids will be after the joint service at St. 

Paul’s, Medford. 

Annual Meeting December 10: In addition to the Annual Meeting a 

special meeting will held to consider a vote on parking lot repairs, 

sound system update, and air conditioning.  

New Business: 

Trunk or treat, nominating committee 

Nancie motion to adjourn – Mike seconded, passed 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.                                                                      

Submitted by Carol Lekies, acting secretary 
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News & Events—OS Finance  

But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving,     

gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and the 

fruit of good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. 18 And 

those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest 

of righteousness.  James 3:17-18 NLT 
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                           News & Events—Finance  
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News & Events-Joint Finance 

  National Trafficking Hotline: 1-888-373-7888 or text 233733 
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