


Saflar1 Siklagtirmak - Close Ranks

2009-2011

BOTGa KanTurk

* "Saflar1 siklastirin ¢ocuklar, bu kavga fagizme karsi, bu kavga hiirriyet kavgasidar... ",
1962 —Nazim Hikmet Ran, Hiirriyet kavgasi adli siirinden alinmistir.

* "Close the ranks children, this fight is against fascism, this fight is the fight for
freedom...” 1962 -From Nazim Hikmet Ran’s poem, The Fight for Freedom.



2009 ila 2011 yillar1 arasinda olusturulmus 34 adet ¢izim ve 1 adet neon yazidan olusan
“Saflar1 Siklastirmak” adli bu calisma; futbol ve siyaset ikilisi arasinda gecisler gosteren kimi
olaylara odaklanan bir antoloji niteligindedir.

Arjantin, Brezilya, $ili gibi Latin Amerika tilkelerinden, futbolun dogdugu kitanin Inglltere
ve Almanya gibi giiclii tarihsel temsilcilerine, oradan Akdeniz’e, bat1 kiyilar, Italya, [spanya ve
dogu yaka Cezayir ve Misir’a, Tiirkiye'ye kadar uzanan yaganmisg, tarihsel hikayelerin biraraya
getirildigi 34, adet ¢izim. Bu ¢izimler direng, biraradalik ve tutku hikayelerini bizlere futbol
ve tribtin klltiirti izerinden aktarmaya/sunmaya ¢alisiyor. (alisma; diitnyanin en ¢ok takip
edilen oyunun sahip oldugu kitlesel boyut tizerine, ve bununla baglantili olarak tribiinlerde
olusan siyasal ve sinifsal duyarliliklar tizerine odaklaniyor.

“Closing The Ranks”, realized between 2009 and 2011, and comprised of 34 drawings and
one neon sign, constitutes an anthology focusing of certain events that reveal the interplay
between the duo of soccer and politics.

34 drawings bringing together the lived historical stories from a diverse geography spanning
from Latin American countries such as Argentina, Brazil, Chile to the historically powerful
representatives from the motherland of soccer such as Great Britain and Germany ; and from
there to the Mediterranean western shores, Italy, Spain and on the Eastern coast, Algeria,
Egypt and Turkey. These drawings strive to recount stories of resistance, solidarity and
passion through soccer and the stadium tribune culture. The work focuses on the mass impact
of this most popular sport, and conjunctionally, on the political and class awareness that
transpires in the stadium.

Borga Kantiirk, 2012
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NOTLAR:
01:MUHAMMED ABOUTR1KA, GANA CUMHURIYETI, 2008

Misirh: futbolcu, Afrika Uluslar Kupasi’'nda Misir—Sudan futbol
kargilagmasinda 3—o olan skor sonrasinda formasinin altina
giydigi tisortii acarak Gazze'ye destegini gosterdi.

02:0DTT (DEVRIM) STAD1, ANKARA, 2009

TUBITAK yonetiminin Bilim ve Teknik Dergisi'nde uyguladig
Darwin ve Evrim sansiiriinii protesto etmek amaciyla tiniversite
kampiisiindeki “Devrim” ad1 verilen stadyumda bir araya gelen
ogrenciler, 6gretim tiyeleri ve iiniversite mezunlar1 stadyumda
yazili olan "D” harfinin tizerine oturarak "D” harfini tamamen
kapatti.

03—04—05:D10S PATR1A BARCA; YASSINE BELLASSAL, MARAKES,

2008; BARSELONA TARAFTARLAR1, NOU CAMP STAD1, 2008

Okuldaki yaz: tahtasina, tilkesinin ulusal slogani olan “Allah,
Vatan, Kral” yerine “Allah, Vatan, Barca” yazan Yassine Bellasal'in
illkenin kral1 6. Muhammed'in yerine Barselona futbol kulitbiine
yer vermesi mahkemece krala hakaret olarak kabul edildi ve Bel-
lassal 18 ay hapis cezasina mahkum oldu. Barselona taraftarlari,
Almeriakargilagmasinda tribiinlerde fagizm kargit1 ve Bellassal'in
ozgiirligiine kavusmasini talep eden pankart act.

06:PAUL BREITHNER, ARJANTIN, 1978

Mubhalif kimligi ve sol gorisitile taninan Alman futbolcu Breitner,
Arjantin’de yapilan 1978 Diinya Kupasi'nda Arjantin’deki fagist
cunta yonetimini protesto ederek bu kupada oynamayacagini
belirtti ve Bat1 Almanya milli takimina katilmay: reddetti.

07:JOHAN CRUYFF, ARJANTIN, 1978

Johan Cruyff, yillar sonra 1978 Diinya Kupasi'nda Hollanda mil-
li takimina katilmamasinin asil nedeninin, bilinenin aksine

Arjantin’deki fagist cunta yonetimi ve insan haklar1 ihlalinin
olmadigini, Barselona’da ¢ocuklarinin gozii 6niinde kendisinin
ve esinin baz1 kigilerce kafalarina silah dayamak suretiyle aliko-
nulmas: oldugunu agiklad:.

08—09:DOCKERS; ROBB1E FOWLER, 1997

Liverpool kuliibii oyuncusu Fowler, Avrupa Kupa Galipleri Kupa-
s1'nda kultibiiniin Norveg takimu ile yaptig1 magcta att1g1 gol sonra-
sinda formasinin altina giydigi ve isinden kovulan 5oo Liverpool
liman is¢isine destek vermek amaciyla Calvin Klein'in “CK”
logosu kullanilarak tiretilen slogani tagiyan tigortiinii gésterdi.

10:LIVERPOOL TARAFTARLARI, ANF1ELD, 2010

Liverpool taraftarlari, kulitbtin kétii gidisine dikkat ¢gekmek igin
agtiklar1 “Yank Liar$ Out” (Amerikal Yalancilar Digar1) pan-
kartiyla kuliibiin stadda bulunan Amerikali sahibi Tom Hicks’i
protesto ettiler.

11:MANCHESTER UN1TED TARAFTARLARI, 2010

Kuliibiin Glazer’a satilmasina karg1 olan Manchester United ta-
raftarlari, kuliibiin borglarim 6grenince maga giden taraftarlar:
kuliibiin renklerinde giyinmeye tesvik ettiklerive 2005 yilindaki
“Love United Hate Glazer” (United’1 seviyoruz Glazer’dan nefret
ediyoruz) kampanyasinin devamu niteligindeki barigeil protes-
toyu diizenledi.

12—13:CR1STIANO LUCARELL1, iTALYA, 1997

Che Guevara'nin sadik hayrani olan Lucarelli, itmit milli takimin-
da oynarken att131 bir golden sonra formasinin altina giydigi Che
Guevara baskili tisortunii gosterdi.

14—15—16:METiN KURT (D.15 MART 1948, iSTANBUL)

Eski milli futbolcu, teknik direktor, siyasetci. Galatasaray’da
yildiz1 parladi ve doneminin en énemli sporcular: arasinda yer



ald. Tiirkiye'de futbol alaninda ilk kez sendikal faaliyet baglatan
kigidir. Futbol alaninda sendika ve hak miicadelesi siirdiirmek
i¢in arasinda Spor—Sen ve Devrimci Spor Emekgileri Sendika-
s1'nin da yer aldig farkl 6rgiitlerde kurucu olarak yer alda.

17—18:GOKHAN YAV'UZ—RA§1T EK; TEKYUMRUK TARAFTAR GRUBU, 2010

Galatasaray spor kuliibtiniin maglarini oynayacag yeni stad olan
Aslantepe’nin yapimi sirasinda hayatini kaybeden isgiler Gokhan
Yavuz ve Rasit Ek>in isimlerinin bu stadda yasatilmasi adina
taraftar grubu Tekyumruk bir dizi eylemde bulundu.

19:FENERBAHCQE TARAFTARLARI, KAD1KOY, 2009

Kuliip tarafindan kale arkas: biletlere yapilan zam sonrasi yeni
bilet fiyatlarini protesto etmek amaciyla Fenerbahge taraftar
gerceklestirdigi protestoda Rifat Ilgaz'in Hababam Sinifi adlx
eserine gonderme yapan pankart1 agti.

20:ANKARAGUCU TARAFTARLAR1, ANKARA, 2008

Taraftarlarin stada yerlestirdikleri pankart: "Asgari iicrete %4
zam Otobiise %20 zam.. BASTIR ANKARAGUCU”

21—22 :FENERBAHQE, GALATASARAY VE BE§1KTA§ TARAFTAR GRUPLARI,

TAKSIM—BEYOGLU, 2010

Ezeli rakip olan 3 takimin biraraya gelen taraftar gruplari, sen-
dikaya itye olan UPS sirketi ¢aliganlarinin isten ¢ikarilmalarina
iliskin protesto yiiriistiinde bulundu.

23:ST. PAULI HAMBURG TARAFTARLAR1

Fagizm karsit1 olarak bilinen ve sol goriislii taraftar gruplarina
sahip olan Alman futbol takimi St.Pauli Hamburg'un taraftarlari,
herkargilagsmada irk¢iliga ve fagizme karsi sloganlar atip yaratic:
pankartlar agiyor.

24—25:VOLKER 1PP1G, ST.PAULL HAMBURG KALECiSi

St.Pauli takiminin efsane alman kalecisi, 18 yaginda st.pauli’ye
transfer olmustur. Takimin yedek kalecisiyken ayni zamanda da
ekonomi 6grencisidir. Okulu bitirdikten sonra i¢ savagin hitkiim
siirdugii Nikaragua'ya bir hastane ingaatina gontillii olarak galig-
maya gider. Bir yillik aradan sonra takimina geri déner ve artik
takimin birinci kalecisidir.

26—27—28: SOCRATES, CORINTH1ANS TAK1M1 LIDER OYUNCUSU

Corinthians Demokrasisi, demokrasi kelimesinin kullanimi-
nin bile yasakli oldugu yillarda Brezilya'da futbolcu Socrates’in
da onciiliik ettigi, diktatorlige kars: baglatilan hareketlerin en
énemlilerinden biri olan ideolojik bir hareket ve bir futbol kuliibii
yonetim seklidir.

29—30:N1N0OS DESAPAREC1DOS, ABUELASDELAPAZ, PLAZA DE MAYO, AR~

JANTIN 1978—2010

Arjantin’de cunta yoénetimi sirasinda ¢ocuklarin kaybeden an-
nelerin Plaza de Mayo’da gergeklestirdigi protesto eylemlerini
ve bu siireci, yillar sonra 2010 yilinda, Maradona yonetimindeki
Arjantin milli futbol takimi hatirlatmak ve desteklemek adina
Diinya Kupasi agilig téreninde bir pankartla sahaya ¢ikti.

31:ROMAR1O DE SOUZA, BREZILYA, 1999

Taga Guanabara finalinde Brezilyal: efsane futbolcu, Flamengo
formasini giyerken attig1 golden sonra tisortiinii agt1 ve savaglar
protesto eden mesajini seyirciye gosterdi.

32:TEBE VOLIMO, ADANA DEMIiRSPOR TARAFTAR1, ADANA 2008

Tebe Volimo (Bognakea “Seni Seviyorum”) pankarti 8oli yillar-
da Adana Demirspor formasini giyen Arnavutovig ve Ziyad i¢in
taraftarlarca iki futbolcuya olan sevgilerini gostermek amaciyla
hazirlanmigt: ve 2008 yilinda, o giinlerin anisina bu pankart
tekrar yapilarak Adana 5 Ocak stadina asildi.



33:VENCEREMOS—JUVENTUS ULTRAS, TORINO, ITALYA

Sol goriiglii taraftar grubu olan Juventus’lu ultralar, 1969 yilinda
Sili'de kurulan sol ittifak Unitad Popular’in tinlit margindan
esinle “Venceremos” (Zafer Bizim) pankartini tagida.

34:ETERNA PA1XAO, CORINTIANS TARAFTARLARI, 2010

Brezilya'nin 6nde gelen futbol takimi olan ve 2010 yilinda 100.
yilini kutlayan Corintians’in taraftarlar, takimin maglarini yap-
t1g1 Stadda takima mal olan slogani (“Sonsuz Tutku”) igeren
pankart: tagida.



NOTES:

01:MUHAMMED ABOUTR1KA, REPUBL1C OF GHANA, 2008

In the Egypt-Sudan soccer game at the Africa Cup of Nations,
the Egyptian soccer player took off his jersey to reveal his t-shirt
supporting Gaza after the game that ended with a score of 3-o.

02:M1DDLE EASTERN TECHN1CAL UN1VERSITY (REVOLUT]ON) STAD1UM,
ANKARA, 2009

In protest of the TUBITAK (Scientific and Technological Re-
search Council of Turkey) administration’s censorship of the
Science and Technology magazine regarding Darwin and evolu-
tion, students, faculty and alumni who gathered at the university
campus stadium called “Revolution”(Devrim), held a sit-in on
the “D” to cover the letter entirely, making the word read "Evo-
lution” (Evrim).

03 — 04 - 05:D10S PATR1A BARCA; YASSINE BELLASSAL, MARAKESH, 2008;

the actual reason why he did not play in the Netherlands National
team during the 1978 World Cup was not the fascist junta regime
and human rights violations in Argentina, but rather that he
and his wife were held at gunpoint in front of their children in
Barcelona during a kidnap attempt.

08-09 :DOCKERS; ROBB1E FOWLER, 1997

After he scored a goal during the game with Norway, Liverpool
player Fowler took off his jersey to reveal his t-shirt with a slogan
designed using the Calvin Klein CK logo in support of the 500
Liverpool dock workers who were laid off.

10 :LIVERPOOL FANS, ANF1ELD, 2010

Inorderto call attention to the deterioration of the club, Liverpool
fans protested Tom Hicks, the American owner of the club with a
banner that read ““Yank Liar$ Out” at the stadium.

11:MANCHESTER UN1TED FANS, 2010

BARSELONA FANS, NOU CAMP STAD1UM, 2008

Yassine Bellasal, who instead of writing the national slogan "God,
Country, King” on the blackboard at school, wrote “God, Country,
Barga”, was convicted to 18 months in prison by the court on the
grounds of defamation, because he replaced the country’s king
Muhammed the 6" with the Barcelona Soccer club. In the Almeria
game, Barcelona fans opened anti-fascist banners demanding
Bellasal’s release.

06:PAUL BREITHNER, ARGENTINA, 1978

German soccer player Breithner, renowned for his political op-
position and leftist views declared that he will not play in the 1978
World Cup held in Argentina in protest of the fascist junta regime
in Argentina and refused to join the West Germany National team.

07:JOHAN CRUYFF, ARGENTINA, 1978

Yearslater, Johan Cruyff declared that contrary to popular belief,

Manchester United fans, who were opposed to the sale of their
club to Glazer and learned of the club’s debt, organized the
peaceful protest as a continuation of the 2005 “Love United Hate
Glazer” campaign where they encouraged fans going to the game
to wear the team’s colors.

12-13:CR1ST1ANO LUCARELLI, 1TALY, 1997

The loyal Che Guevara fan Lucarelli exposed his Che Guevara
print shirt under his jersey after a goal he scored while he was
on the U-21 national team.

14-15-16:METIN KURT (BORN MARCH 15, 1948, iSTANBUL)

Former national soccer player, coach and politician. He became
a shining star at Galatasaray and was one of the most important
sportsman of his time. He is also the initiator of the unionist
movement in soccer in Turkey. In order to sustain his struggle
for unionization and workers’ rights, he became the co-founder



of various organizations including the Sports-Union and Revo-
lutionary Sports Workers Union.

17-18:GOKHAN YAV'UZ"BA§1T EK; TEKYUMRUK FAN GROUP, 2010

The fan group Tekyumruk (one fist) organized a series of demon-
strations to ascertain that the names of the workers Gokhan Yavuz
and Rasit Ek, who died during the construction of Galatasaray’s
new stadium at Aslantepe, would be memorialized in the stadium.

19:FENERBAHCE FANS, KAD1KOY, 2009

In order to protest the raise in behind the goalpost ticket prices
introduced by the club administration, Fenerbahge fans opened
abanner making reference to Rifat Ilgaz’s novel Hababam Sinifi.

20:ANKARAGUCU FANS, ANKARA, 2008

The banner fans hung at the stadium: “minimum wage raise: 4%,
bus ticket price raise: 20%... GO ANKARAGUCU.”

21-22 :FENERBAHCE, GALATASARAY AND BE§1KTA§ FAN GROUPS,

TAKSIM-BEYOGLU, 2010

Fan groups from the three arch rival teams united to organize a
march to protest the firing of the unionized UPS workers.

23:ST. PAULI HAMBURG FANS

Fans of the German soccer team St. Pauli Hamburg, who are
renowned as an anti-fascist fan group with leftist tendencies
shout anti-racist and anti-fascist slogans and display creative
banners at each game.

24-25:VOLKER iPPiG, ST. PAULi HAMBURG GOALKEEPER

The legendary goalkeeper of St. Pauli was transferred to the team
when he was 18. While he was the alternate goalkeeper, he was also
a studying economics. After he graduates, he goes to volunteer
at a hospital construction project in Nicaragua, grappling at the
time with civil war. After one year he returns to become the prime

goalkeeper of the team.

26-27-28:SOCRATES, LEAD PLAYER OF CORINTH1ANS

The Corinthians Democracy is a soccer club management model
and one of the most significant ideological movements against
the dictatorship in Brazil, initiated at a time when even the use
of the word democracy was forbidden and spearheaded by the
soccer player Socrates.

29-30:NiNOS DESAPARECIDOS, ABUELASDELAPAZ, PLAZA DE MAYO, AR~

GENTINA, 1978-2010

In order to honor and support the protests and demonstrations
of the mothers who lost their children during the junta regime
in Argentina at Plaza de Mayo, years later in 2010, the Argentina
national soccer team coached by Maradona entered the field car-
rying a banner during the opening ceremonies of the World Cup.

31:ROMARIO DE SOUZA, BRAZIL, 1999

At the Guanabara Trophy finals, the legendary Brazilian player
Flamengo took off his jersey after he scored a goal to display his
anti-war t-shirt.

32:TEBE VOLIMO, ADANA DEMIRSPOR FAN, ADANA 2008

The banner Tebe Volimo ("I love you” in Bosnian) was made by
fans to display their love for players Arnavutovi¢ and Ziyad, who
played for Adana Demirspor in the 1980s. In 2008, this banner
was remade and hung at the Adana 5 Ocak Stadium to commem-
orate those days.

33:VENCEREMOS-JUVENTUS ULTRAS, TORINO, 1TALY

The leftist fan group Ultras of Juventus carried the banner
“Venceremos” (VictOIy is Ours), drawing inspiration from the
famous march of the leftist alliance Unitad Popular founded in
Chile in1969.



34:ETERNA PA1XAO, CORINT1ANS FANS, 2010

The fans of Corintians, the leading soccer team of Brazil celebrat-
ing its centennial in 2010, carried the banner that read “Eternal
Passion”, the trademark slogan of the team to the stadium where
the team played its games.






