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Career Exploration with Businesses

(CEB)
Better skills

Brighter futures
Stronger communities



Our Mission
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Our mission is to provide aspiring students with equitable access to hands-on 
experience and mentorship, empowering them to build meaningful careers and 
enhance the financial well-being of their communities. We strive to close the 
opportunity gap, fostering a generation of skilled, ethical professionals who 
create lasting social impact. 

We believe in the power of community impact.

We believe in equal access to opportunity.

We believe in fostering ethical leaders.



Career Exploration with Businesses

Our story

Founded by a small community of 
CPAs who saw firsthand the struggles 
of talented young people unable to 
reach their potential, our foundation 
is built on a simple yet profound 
belief: that every student with the 
desire to pursue a career in 
accounting should have access to 
real-world experience and practical 
mentorship, no matter their 
background or financial resources. 
We watched countless students with 
dreams of contributing to their 
communities face barriers that 
hindered their success, from lack of 
opportunity to limited access to 
mentors who could guide them.

We exist to bridge the gap between 
classroom learning and meaningful 
careers. Through our foundation, 
we’re committed to creating 
equitable pathways for the next 
generation of accounting 
professionals, so they can thrive in 
their careers and give back to the 
communities they come from. 
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Career Exploration with Businesses (CEB) is a 2-week program that helps 
students explore accounting careers, see their potential impact, and make 
informed career decisions.



How CEB Works
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Colleges facilitate enrollment

Receive 
feedback, 

mentorship, 
and 

certificates

Participate in 
the program

Attend 
orientation 
and review 

program 
expectations

Enroll in the 
program 

through their 
college

Students

Professional associations connect businesses

Evaluate 
student 

participation 
and provide 

feedback

Host the 
program

Assign 
facilitators and 

prepare

Sign up as a 
program  host

Businesses

✓ Develop program framework and content
✓ Manage business sign-up and onboarding
✓ Train facilitators before the program
✓ Oversee logistics and on-site sessions 

✓ Arrange guest speakers
✓ Issue co-branded certificates
✓ Track participation and attendance
✓ Collect feedback for improvement



Shared Success, Lasting Impact
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CEB offers students the opportunity to explore accounting careers through on-
site experiences with real businesses. By gaining insights into the day-to-day 
work and long-term impact of the profession early in their decision-making 
years, students can make informed career choices. The more they understand 
the value of a career in accounting, the more likely they are to pursue it.

Students

Professional associations

Businesses

Colleges

✓ Attract new student members
✓ Better reputation as a pipeline leader
✓ Increase visibility through program 

branding 
✓ Stronger ties with employers and 

colleges

✓ Opportunities to build a pipeline for 
future hiring

✓ Earn revenue for hosting sessions 
✓ Hassle-free program management
✓ Better reputation through community 

involvement

✓ Discover the rewards and impact of 
accounting

✓ Gain real-world exposure
✓ Build a professional network
✓ Make informed career decisions early 

✓ Boost enrollment
✓ Improve student retention
✓ Strengthen ties with local employers
✓ Gain recognition by addressing 

pipeline gaps



How CEB is Funded
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Donations 
from individuals and 

corporate donors

Philanthropic contributions 
from foundations and 

charitable organizations

Grants and funding 
from government programs 

and tax incentives 

Program fees
paid by student participants

Administrative costs 
for operations, staffing, 

oversight, and coordination

Compensation
for hosting businesses

Income derived from 

Costs allocated to



Reigniting Passion for 
Accounting Careers
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Hands-on experience during CEB had a transformative impact on students, 
shifting their perspectives and increasing their commitment to pursuing a 
career in accounting.
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After CEB

Before CEB

Response distribution

How likely are you to pursue a career in accounting?

Very likely

Likely

Neutral

Unlikely

Very unlikely

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

After CEB

Before CEB

Response distribution

How likely are you to pursue a CPA certification?

Very likely

Likely

Neutral

Unlikely

Very unlikely

72% 17% 10% 1%

To what extent did the hands-on experience influence 
your decision to pursue accounting?

Very influential Moderately influential Slightly influential Not influential



Better skills
Brighter futures
Stronger communities

Career Exploration with Businesses (CEB)
The Pickypath Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
"Pickypath," "Picky," and all associated logos and trademarks are the 
exclusive property of The Pickypath Foundation and are protected under 
applicable trademark laws in the United States, Canada, and other 
jurisdictions. 

Pickypath.org
info@pickypath.org
Copyright © 2024 The Pickypath Foundation.
All Rights Reserved.
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