NEWS OF INTEREST

Pennies From Heaven: the monies collected help send children to the camp of their choice (mostly Seneca Hills).  Your donations are appreciated and well spent.  Other charities are often contributed to as worthy causes from Pennies From Heaven also.
PRAISES AND PRAYER


Please pray for God’s guidance in the future of our church.  Please pray for the peace of the world.  Pray for the leaders of our country as they earnestly seek peaceful solutions to the problems and crises around the globe.  Please pray for our military and police forces and their safety throughout each day.  Pray for our public school system.    Pray for the mental health of people everywhere.  Pray for our mission to Ghana.  Pray for all the Christian's who are being persecuted in the world.



Would you like to know what our church has been up to?  On the bulletin board in the entryway are the minutes and financial ledgers for each month.   Please feel free to copy them and if you have a question, ask any session member or the pastor.  We think this is the best way to keep everyone informed.

REMEMBER TO PRAY 

FOR OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS AT HOME or HOSPITALS


Jen & Marty Gilliland, Mieke Heffern, Susan Hammond, the unspoken request, Skip and Nancy Davison, Ken Timblin, Olivia Foster, Jan Sanners, Robin's mom Betty, Millie & Bill Nolan, Gregg Townsend, Dottie Dillin, Polk Center, Mark Knox, Sandy, Erma, Harry Daye, Virginia Heister, Deb Boyer, Dick & Nancy Kerr, Bonnie, Vicki, Deb Snyder, Dick McNany, Keith Reynolds, Teri and Gary Chisholm, Jewell, John and Chuck Karns, Emma, Megan, Dewayne Doutt, Rick Vaxily, Barb & Bryan Chisholm, Dave Owen, Conrad Houk, Nancy & Tom Westcoat, June Mawhinney, Pat Karns, Dennis Martin, Bill Foster, Barb Reaker, Tim Vickers, Michelle Gregory, Dave Allman, Dawson, William Reilly, Harper, Pam Bottomley, victims of the storms and all those affected by the Coronavirus, for first responders, hospital staff, the military staff, at-home children, elderly and at-risk persons, the overdose & suicide epidemic, wildfires and firefighters, the family of Floyd Russell during this time of their loss
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Jan 10 - Church annual reports are due.  Please give them to the 

secretary or email them to aaumiller@neo.rr.com

Jan 10 - Ordination and installation of our new officers.

Jan 14 at 6:30 - Session Meeting

Jan 24 - Annual Congregational Meeting following worship.

  
Sunday School at 8:30am

Children Sunday School at 8:30am

Bible Study on Wednesdays at 6:30pm : at the church & via Zoom https://us04web.zoom.us/j/559705244  Meeting ID: 559 705 244  The passcode is 202020
Assisted hearing devices are now available.  They are in the secretary's office on the file cabinet.  Please mark your name on the box.

Greeting cards are being sent to some of our stay-at-home members during this time of Covid.  Please sign the cards with any message you'd like to cheer these folks up with.

Session voted to provide gift cards and a party for the Sugar Valley Lodge residents. Individuals can help to offset the cost of these items by providing the resources to Robin Russell via mail or in the offering plate.  Offering to Heifer International has been extended to Jan 24th and individuals can still donate to this ministry.
Jan 3 - Communion Sunday

Lakeview Area Helping Hands Center is asking for any help.

Donations to the building fund are welcome.  Put the donation into an envelop marked Building Donation and drop into collection plate.

Home Communion: If you know anyone who would like to receive communion at home, please let Pastor Larry know who they are.

Lay Speakers:  Looking for volunteers to speak at the beginning of the service in the same capacity as Jon Crum does now.  If you would like to volunteer, please let Pastor Larry know. 

Men's Association are welcoming projects for the elderly or persons who are unable to do projects like painting, lawn mowing, etc.  Please let one of the men know if there is anyone in the community that needs this kind of help.

Food Drive: Please place food items in box in the vestibule hallway and it will be taken to the Salvation Army.

Per Capita for 2021 is $32/person.  Due by the end of January. 
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*Introit    Fairest Lord Jesus


# 58

Fairest Lord Jesus!  Ruler of all nature!

O Thou of God and man the Son!

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor,

Thou my soul's glory, joy and crown!
Time for meditation and reflection.
CALL TO WORSHIP      Psalm 147:12-2i0

(L)    Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!  Praise your God, O Zion!
(P)  For he strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your children within you.
(L) He grants peace within your borders; he fills you with the finest of wheat.
(P) He sends out his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly.

(A) Praise the LORD!


 Purple Booklet

*Praise Hymn    Shine, Jesus, Shine

 # 120
Lord, the light of Your love is shining, In the midst of the darkness shining; Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, Set us free by the truth You now bring us;  Shine on me.  Shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory; Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.  Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light.

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, From the shadows into Your radiance; By the blood I may enter Your brightness; Search me, try me, consume all my darkness; Shine on me.  Shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory; Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.  Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light.
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, So our faces display Your likeness, Ever changing from glory to glory; Mirrored here, may our lives tell Your story; Shine on me.  Shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory; Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.  Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as a divine light shining in the darkness of this evil world.  We confess we have not embraced this light but have turned a blind eye to its radiance.  We admit we are attracted to the darkness, hide from your divine presence, and wallow in our guilt and shame.  Purge us of our sinfulness and enable us to bask in the light of your glory.  Illuminate the path of righteousness so we might faithfully follow our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ in whose name we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Ephesians 1:3-8
(L)  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
(P) Just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love.

(L)  He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
(P)  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.  Amen.
*Gloria Patri





  # 42
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SPECIAL  by the Congregation    Go Light Your World

CHILDREN'S CHAT           

MOMENTS FOR MISSI0N  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Joys and concerns:

Happy Anniversary: Gary Chisholm, Brian Heffern

Presbytery Prayers: Cranesville, Bethel, Rev. John Dietz, Temporary Supply Pastor; Rev. Keith Sundberg, HR, Resource Consultant and Presbyter

THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
HYMN OF PREPARATION  Angels, from the Realms of Glory #182

RETURNING THANKS TO GOD

*THE DOXOLOGY



 #39

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SCRIPTURE READING:
Jeremiah 31:7-14






John 1:1-18  

(P) Thanks be to God

SERMON  "A Light Shines in the Darkness"

*Affirmation of Faith


The Apostles’ Creed
   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord.  Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell.  The third day, He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty, from thence he will come again to judge the quick and the dead.

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.

INVITATION TO THE LORD'S SUPPER

Let Us Break Bread Together 



#162
*CLOSING HYMN  Good Christian Men, Rejoice
#198
*THE BENEDICTION     
*Our Response 
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus     # 454

I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus—No turning back, no turning back!
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