 [image: image1.jpg]


                           

*The Introit  “Open Our Eyes”    
 CCL 1818666

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus; to reach out and touch Him – and say that we love Him.  Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen.  Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.
Time for meditation and reflection.
CALL TO WORSHIP      Psalm 72:1-4, 18-19     
 

(L) Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son.
(P) May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice.
(L) May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
(P) May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.
(L) Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
(P) Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth.

(A) Amen and Amen.



       Purple Booklet 

*Praise Hymn 
In the Name of the Lord
    
#   132

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
Merciful God of peace, forgive our feeble attempts to walk the narrow path on our own human merits.  Teach us humility as we learn to depend upon the faithfulness of Jesus Christ to overcome our weakness, shame, and guilt.  Help us to recognize our willful trespasses, ask for forgiveness, and trust the Lord’s guidance so we might realize God’s true peace.  Grant us the faith to follow the light of the Lord in Christian service.  In the name of the risen Christ, we pray.  Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Colossians 3:13-15


(L) Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord ﻿ has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

(P) And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.
*Gloria Patri





  # 42

SPECIAL  
CHILDREN'S CHAT            Lighting of Advent Candles

MOMENTS FOR MISSI0N  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Joys and concerns:

Happy Birthday: Dewayne Doutt, Rich Mahood, Pat Scurry

Presbytery Prayers: Rev. Brian Jensen, Pastor at First in Meadville; Missionaries of the USA PC throughout the world

THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
*HYMN OF PREPARATION

Go, Tell It on the Mountain



   #  176 

RETURNING THANKS TO GOD

*THE DOXOLOGY


      
    #    39

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SCRIPTURE READING:       Isaiah 11:1-10
  OT PG 640






    Matthew 3:1-12    NT PG 2
(P) Thanks be to God

SERMON  "Peace in a New Age"
*Affirmation of Faith          The Confession of 1967     9.51

By humble submission to John’s baptism, Christ joined himself to human beings in their need and entered upon his ministry of reconciliation in the power of the Spirit. Christian baptism marks the receiving of the same Spirit by all his people. Baptism with water represents not only cleansing from sin but a dying with Christ and a joyful rising with him to new life. It commits all Christians to die each day to sin and to live for righteousness.  In baptism the church celebrates the renewal of the covenant with which God has bound his people to himself. By baptism, individuals are publicly received into the church to share in its life and ministry, and the church becomes responsible for their training and support in Christian discipleship. When those baptized are infants, the congregation, as well as the parents, has a special obligation to nurture them in the Christian life, leading them to make, by a public profession, a personal response to the love of God shown forth in their baptism.
*CLOSING HYMN


   
         
Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus                       
#  172
*THE BENEDICTION

*Our Response  “For God So Loved the World”
#164

For God so loved the world He gave His only Son to die on Calv’ry’s tree, from sin to set me free; some day He’s coming back---what glory that will be: wonderful His love to me!
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Sunday School at 8:30am

Children Sunday School at 8:30am

Bible Study on Wed at 6:30pm 

Assisted hearing devices are now available.  They are in the secretary's office on the file cabinet.  Please mark your name on the box.

Dec 12 at 6:30pm - Session Meeting.

Dec 14 at 10am is the date and time for the Christmas party at Sugar Valley Lodge in Polk.  There will be a sign-up sheet and a list of items that are wanted by the residents put into the vestibule soon.  All are welcome.

Dec 18 at 6pm: Christmas Tureen Dinner.  Meat will be provided.  Christmas cards to be distributed and fruit baskets delivered.

There are envelopes at the end of each pew.  Donations to go to Seneca Hills projects are being taken up for roof projects, etc.  Our church is going to match donations up to $1000 total.

Glade Run Foundation would like donations to aid in their specialized schools.  The offer alternative schooling for children with Autism and other emotional/behavioral health issues.  There is further information in the vestibule.

Truly Free Skate every Sunday from 4:30 to 6:30pm at Skate Capital in Seneca, PA.  Community churches are sponsoring the skate night with free admission and skate rental.

Labors of Love: Fundraising goal is $50,000 to improve heathcare delivery and services in Wapuli, Bladjai and Dambai in Ghana, West Africa.  

There is a prayer box at Main Street Market for local community concerns.  

Mustard Seed Ministries works on projects of need for the local community for repairing homes and other donated works such as beds for those who need them.  Deb Adams will be checking the prayer box.  MSM is looking for additional members to add to their group.  Contact Randy Powell, President of MSM at pastorpowell@hotmail.com
Home Communion: If you know anyone who would like to receive communion at home, please let Pastor Larry know who they are.

Lay Speakers:  Looking for volunteers to speak at the beginning of the service in the same capacity as Jon Crum does now.  If you would like to volunteer, please let Pastor Larry know. 

Men's Association are welcoming projects for the elderly or persons who are unable to do projects like painting, lawn mowing, etc.  Please let one of the men know if there is anyone in the community that needs this kind of help.  

Food Drive: Please place food items in box in the vestibule hallway and it will be taken to the Salvation Army. 

Margaret (Peg) Myers

    

Millie Nolan

Fair Oaks of Pittsburgh 

     

1380 School Rd

2200 W. Liberty Ave, Rm 208A
 

Stoneboro, PA  16153  

Pittsburgh, PA  15211

    

Trevor Wood




Zack Stryffeler

The University of Akron


St Bonaventure University

Honors Complex 656



3261 West State Road

PO Box 1350




PO Box 213

Akron, OH  44309



St Bonaventure, NY  14778  

John & Pam Vickers



Jenn & Marty Gilliland
211 Crawford Ave.



238 W. Washington St.

Polk, PA  16342



Harrisville, PA  16038

(814) 346-0010 (Land line)   



NEWS OF INTEREST

Pennies From Heaven: the monies collected help send children to the camp of their choice (mostly Seneca Hills).  Your donations are appreciated and well spent.  Other charities are often contributed to as worthy causes from Pennies From Heaven also.
PRAISES AND PRAYER


Please pray for God’s guidance in the future of our church.  Please pray for the peace of the world.  Pray for the leaders of our country as they earnestly seek peaceful solutions to the problems and crises around the globe.  Please pray for our military and police forces and their safety throughout each day.  Pray for our public school system.    Pray for the mental health of people everywhere.  Pray for our mission to Ghana.  Pray for all the Christian's who are being persecuted in the world.
  

Would you like to know what our church has been up to?  On the bulletin board in the entryway are the minutes and financial ledgers for each month.   Please feel free to copy them and if you have a question, ask any session member or the pastor.  We think this is the best way to keep everyone informed.  

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR OUR MEMBERS

AND FRIENDS AT HOME or HOSPITALS:

Jenn & Marty Gilliland, Mieke Heffern, Susan Hammond, the unspoken request, Skip Davison, Ken Timblin, Judy Krizon, Olivia Foster, Jan Sanners, Robin's mom Betty, Millie Nolan, Bud Bieler, Ron Mitchell, Brianna, Pat Kelly, Denny Martin, Jackie & Scott Ghering, Donna Clayton, Alexandra Stanford, Gregg Townsend, Dottie Dillin, Meryl, Deb Boyer, the breakdown of our American families, Polk Center, Jan Heffern, Mark Knox and family, Isaac & Marci (motorcycle victims), Dawn, Sandy, Susan Martin, Promise Keepers, the family of Adam Gregory, Junior, Vicki 
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