Pastor Letter: A Healing Request (2/7/21)
Our New Testament passage this week, records how Jesus began his Christian ministry in Galilee by selecting disciples, teaching in the local synagogue, healing the sick, and casting out demons, “they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons… and he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons,” (Mark 1:32, 34).  I have selected a passage from James for the Assurance of Pardon that suggests that today’s Elders can also heal the sick and forgive sins, “Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven,” (James 5:14-15).
I had taught Bible studies, leadership classes, mission programs, and a small group study at one of the congregations at which I served.  Several small groups formed and I was surprised at one individual’s request to develop a Healing Ministry in our Church.  A local retired Episcopal Priest who had led healing services in his former churches was enlisted to train 6-8 interested persons from our congregation in this endeavor.  We studied books by noted authors such as Francis MacNutt, Agnes Sanford, George Mueller, and Richard Rohr.  We developed understandings in worship liturgies, sound spiritual practices, healing prayers, and counseling skills. We prayerfully prepared ourselves and the sanctuary before each healing worship service.  

We gathered as a group after each service to discuss what we had experienced during the service.  It was remarkable to observe the physical and spiritual events that occurred during those services.  It was truly amazing to witness how much each of the individuals grew in their spirituality and their personal walk of faith.  They became very comfortable praying, laying on of hands, anointing with oil, and listening with strangers. 

We learned a great deal from the selected authors about the process of the healing prayers and how to become successful in this unique task.  We gleaned that God does the healing and we were merely the spiritual vessel or channel for the divine blessing.  It is crucial that those who are offering the prayers to be sparkling clean and free from anything that would obstruct the flow of the divine blessing.  Sin, hatred, frustration, or emotional distraction can clog the channel, and even block the flow of divine healing.  Therefore, we took several days to personally prepare spiritually for our part in the healing service.  We gathered an hour before each service to confess our personal / corporate sins, pray and anoint each other, and celebrate Holy Communion.  We bathed the outside of the building and parking lot with prayer by walking the perimeter.  We also purged the building entrance and sanctuary of anything unholy by using prayer.  
After a short liturgical service, worshippers could place prayer requests upon a wooden cross, use a kneeling bench before the cross, light votive candles, or pray in solitude and silence.  There were specific stations where participants could receive individual prayer, laying on of hands, anointing with various oils, or personal counseling.  All prayer concerns and personal counseling issues were held in the strictest confidentiality and could not leave the sanctuary.
When the local Episcopal Church learned we were planning to offer healing services, the current Episcopal Priest asked if she could join our training sessions.  We opened our classes to the Priest and those from her congregation to join our training and planning sessions.  As a joint Christian effort, we held healing services in the Episcopal Church on the first Sunday evening of the month and healing services in the Presbyterian Church on the third Sunday evening of the month.  The joint group led the healing services for both congregations.
Both congregations were blessed because one individual recognized the need for physical, emotional, and spiritual healing within a community of faith.  Almighty God answered his humble prayer request and expanded the Kingdom of God in our local community.  

What is God laying upon your heart today?

Pastor Larry

