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*The Introit:  “He Is Lord”



   # 234 

He is Lord, He is Lord!  He is risen from the dead and He is Lord!  Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Time for meditation and reflection.
CALL TO WORSHIP      Psalm 16:7, 10

(L) I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.
(P) For the Lord does not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit.

(A) You show me the path of life.  In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
*Praise Hymn    I Believe In Jesus (#231 Hymnal vv. 1,3)
1. Christ the Lord is ris’n today, Alleluia! Sons of men and angels say: Alleluia! Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth reply: Alleluia!
3. Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia! Christ has opened Paradise, Alleluia! 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Compassionate heavenly Father, forgive us when we allow fear, doubt, and shame to drive a wedge between each other and our God.  Have mercy upon us when we allow life’s burdens to crush our feeble spirits.  Remove the dark clouds of sin that isolate us from our Lord and our neighbor.  Replenish our gifts of grace, mercy, hope, and faith.  Grant us faith to place the hope of our salvation in the faithfulness of our Lord and allow us to grow into the risen Christ, in whose name we offer this prayer.  Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Ephesians 2:4-6
(L) But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses,

(P)  Made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved,
(A) And raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

*Gloria Patri
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SPECIAL  Amazing Grace by Tate Daye
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Joys and concerns:

Happy Birthday: John Vicker

Presbytery Prayers: Utica, Commissioned Pastor Tina Kaye; Ruling Elder, Tim Olsen, Moderator of the Coordinating Committee

THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN OF PREPARATION  The Day of Resurrection!  #230  vv 1, 3
The day of resurrection!  Earth, tell it out aboad---The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God!  From death to life eternal, from this world to the sky, our Christ has bro't us over with hymns of victory!

Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth her song begin, the world resound in triumph and all that is therein; let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend, for Christ the Lord has risen, our Joy that has no end!

RETURNING THANKS TO GOD

*THE DOXOLOGY
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*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SCRIPTURE READING:  
John 20:19-31   
    

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
(P) Thanks be to God

SERMON  "Resurrection Faith"

   Affirmation  of Faith  The Confession of 1967 9.21, 9.26

The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of mankind. His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and present hope for men when the gospel is proclaimed and believed. In this experience the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to men, moves them to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and initiates the new life in Christ.
Life in Christ is life eternal. The resurrection of Jesus is God’s sign that he will consummate his work of creation and reconciliation beyond death and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in Christ.
 
*CLOSING HYMN
Christ Arose
#232    vv 1, 3

1) Low in the grave He lay---Jesus, my Savior!  Waiting the coming day---Jesus, my Lord!  

3) Death cannot keep his prey---Jesus, my Savior!  He tore the bars away---Jesus, my Lord!

Chorus:

Up from the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o'er His foes; He arose a victor from the dark domain, and He lives forever with His saints to reign:  He arose!  He arose! Hallelujah!  Christ arose!
*THE BENEDICTION

*Our Response  “Because He Lives”
              # 238

Because He lives I can face tomorrow, because He lives all fear is gone; because I know He holds the future and life is worth the living – just because He lives.
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Sunday School at 8:30am

Children Sunday School at 8:30am

Bible Study on Wednesdays at 6:30pm : https://us04web.zoom.us/j/559705244  Meeting ID: 559 705 244
Assisted hearing devices are now available.  They are in the secretary's office on the file cabinet.  Please mark your name on the box.

One Great Hour of Sharing - Fish banks are in the vestibule.  Collection date is Easter Sunday at our regular service.  Collection will be discussed for future delivery after we can congregate again or it can be sent to Robin Russell.
The church building will be closed until further notice due to the Coronavirus.  Our elders will be calling to check on the congregation until then.  If anyone needs put onto the pray list, please contact Deb Crum and she will start the pray chain.  The Easter flowers were cancelled.  

May 2 from 11am thru 6pm: Polk Strong is holding a spaghetti dinner on at the Sandycreek  Firehall.  The dinner is $8 for those 12 years and older,  $5 for 3 - 11 years old and free for  those 2 years and under.  Take out will be available.  They will also be holding a Chinese Auction. This dinner is being held to raise funds for Polk Family and Friends legal defense.
Home Communion: If you know anyone who would like to receive communion at home, please let Pastor Larry know who they are.

Lay Speakers:  Looking for volunteers to speak at the beginning of the service in the same capacity as Jon Crum does now.  If you would like to volunteer, please let Pastor Larry know. 

Men's Association are welcoming projects for the elderly or persons who are unable to do projects like painting, lawn mowing, etc.  Please let one of the men know if there is anyone in the community that needs this kind of help.
Food Drive: Please place food items in box in the vestibule hallway and it will be taken to the Salvation Army. 
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NEWS OF INTEREST

Pennies From Heaven: the monies collected help send children to the camp of their choice (mostly Seneca Hills).  Your donations are appreciated and well spent.  Other charities are often contributed to as worthy causes from Pennies From Heaven also.
PRAISES AND PRAYER


Please pray for God’s guidance in the future of our church.  Please pray for the peace of the world.  Pray for the leaders of our country as they earnestly seek peaceful solutions to the problems and crises around the globe.  Please pray for our military and police forces and their safety throughout each day.  Pray for our public school system.    Pray for the mental health of people everywhere.  Pray for our mission to Ghana.  Pray for all the Christian's who are being persecuted in the world.



Would you like to know what our church has been up to?  On the bulletin board in the entryway are the minutes and financial ledgers for each month.   Please feel free to copy them and if you have a question, ask any session member or the pastor.  We think this is the best way to keep everyone informed.

REMEMBER TO PRAY 

FOR OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS AT HOME or HOSPITALS


Jenn & Marty Gilliland, Mieke Heffern, Susan Hammond, the unspoken request, Skip Davison, Ken Timblin, Judy Krizon, Olivia Foster, Jan Sanners, Robin's mom Betty, Millie & Bill Nolan, Donna Clayton, Alexandra Stanford, Gregg Townsend, Dottie Dillin, Polk Center, Mark Knox, Sandy, Susan Martin, the family of Adam Gregory, Junior, Vicki, Deb Snyder, Rick Doutt, Jim Hesson, Dick McNany, the Methodist Church, the Shannon Peterson family, Dave Perry, Nancy, Pat Embach, Keith Reynolds, Teri and Gary Chisholm, Floyd Russell, Jewell, Ginny, Meryl, John and Chuck Karns, Chance, Aubrielle & family, Nicky, Hudson, Darius, Katlin, victims of the storms and all those affected by the Coronavirus, for first responders, hospital staff, the military staff, at-home children, elderly and at-risk persons.
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