Pastor Letter: Chaff in the Wind (5/16/21)
This week we are exploring Psalm 1 as our Old Testament lesson on the seventh week of Eastertide.  This Psalm along with Psalm 2 is the introduction into the Psalter and sets the stage for the 148 poetic worship songs that follow.  Psalm 1 is a didactic literary styled poem that compares the righteous followers of God with those wicked individuals who refuse to accept the Lord as their living God.  The author uses two different similes to represent the righteous and the wicked.  

A tree planted by the water represents those faithful worshippers of the Lord who are rooted in the Torah, which serves as the source of all life.  The wicked are represented by chaff that is blown away by the wind and will soon perish.  As I researched this Psalm and delved into this simile of the chaff in the wind, a 3-week mission trip we took to a secondary school in Ethiopia came to mind.  
While at our first church out of seminary, I joined a local group of mission minded individuals who formed the Ethiopia Educational Endowment Fund.  We were jointly attempting to raise one million dollars to create an endowment fund that would support three schools in Ethiopia.  A Presbyterian elementary school, high school, and Bible college would receive the yearly interest from this endowment fund that is managed by the Presbyterian Foundation.  We had organized several mission trips to the area of Dembi Dollo, Ethiopia where these schools were located.
On one particular adventure, we happened to observe some of the farming staff of the Bethel Evangelical Secondary School cleaning grain for the kitchen.  The school raised coffee, fruit, beans, vegetables, grain and milk for cash crops to offset the operating costs of educating the students.  The staff had harvested a seed or grain called “tef” that is used to make bread for students, teachers, and staff.  The farmers had used a crude reaper in the fields to collect the tef into bags.  We observed the workers dumping these bags one by one onto white tarps laid on the ground.  They then used shovels to throw the tef into the air and allow the grain to fall back onto the tarps.  The wind carried the lighter chaff away onto another white tarp, while the heavier tef fell back onto the initial tarp on the ground.  They used this crude method to clean the tef so it could be used in the kitchen to make bread, as next year’s seed, or sold at the local market.  The chaff was used as feed for cows, sheep, goats, chickens, ducks, and geese.  
This image I observed in Ethiopia of the wind carrying the chaff away greatly enhanced my understanding of the author’s simile in Psalm 1.  Without sound spiritual roots the wicked are carried away by the evil forces that want to separate them from God’s instructions found in the Hebrew Torah and Christian New Testament, “The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away,” (v. 4).  

The author alludes to the fact that the wicked are always in a state of motion while the righteous are firmly rooted in the Torah.  Unlike the unstable wicked, the righteous have found happiness as they delight in the Lord’s instructions found in the Torah, “but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law, they meditate day and night,” (v. 2).  The author is attempting to convey that what Christians think of as the “Law” being a set of rigid rules and regulations is in fact an avenue where-by the Lord’s followers can find a defense system against the powers of evil.  
Like the Psalmist suggests we too should meditate on the Word of God, day and night, in order to happily maintain a righteous lifestyle that will enable us to resist the temptation of the forces of evil in our own fast-paced lives.  If we keep our lives rooted in the Word of God we will not “be blown to and fro by every wind of doctrine that comes along.”  God loves us and wants to provide all the good things of life if we only will keep our eyes fixed upon the Lord, “﻿ for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish,” (v. 6).

I hope and pray you can embrace the delights found in the root system of the Word of God and not allow the evil forces of this world to cause you to be blown away from the Lord.
Pastor Larry
