Weeding Weeds

One of my favorite pastimes is planning, preparing, planting, and working in a vegetable garden. Knowing when, where, and how to plant each seed or starter plant in order to produce an abundant harvest brings me great joy.  Choosing just the right type of vegetable plant that grows best in our climate and the variety of each plant that produces the best type of produce for my usage, also brings a warm feeling of accomplishment to the gardening process.  Dining on the homegrown products is the best reward of all.
I like to use a “square foot gardening” method that enables me to optimize my allotted gardening space.  Instead of planting the vegetables in rows across the bed, the available space is divided into areas 1 foot by 1 foot.  We then calculate how many plants or seeds we can place in that 1 square foot.  For example, 1 pepper plant, 4 lettuce plants, 12 carrots, 9 spinach plants, 16 radish seeds and 16 onion sets.  Faster growing plants such as lettuce, spinach, or radishes can be harvested making room for slowing growing plants such as tomato or summer squash, that require larger growing areas.  Larger plants can also help to shade those varieties that don’t do well in heat.
One of the main reasons I use the “square foot gardening” method is that I really dislike pulling weeds.  Weeds tend to grow much faster than normal garden variety vegetables.  Therefore, I tend to plant vegetable as close as possible in order to prevent the growth of weeds.  As far as I remember, dandelion was the only weed our family consumed when I was growing up.  
There is one incident from my early childhood that started my deep-seated hatred for weeds that has left me scared for life.  Shortly before the time I started first grade, my Dad decided to plant a typical vegetable garden.  There was a space at the end of the garden about 8 x 15 feet.  My Dad planted what he thought was wild strawberries in that empty space.  Religiously I weeded the plants, carried water, and placed straw around them to maintain the moisture level, along with weeding, watering, and cultivating the rest of the vegetable garden.  The wild strawberries were my Dad’s pride and joy.  
Several weeks passed and our family happened to be visiting my grandparent’s farm one Sunday after Church services.  We were on our routine Sunday afternoon walk around the farm after lunch, when my Dad informed my Grandpa that he too had wild strawberries growing between the garden and the chicken coop.  Instantly my Grandpa began to belly laugh so hard he could hardly speak.  Finally composing himself, my Grandpa carefully explained to my Dad that what he thought were wild strawberry plants were actually common weeds.  I could not believe what I was hearing!  I had been weeding, watering, cultivating, and mulching common weeds in the hot summer sun.  
I don’t know how the word got out to the public but from that day onward I was marked for life.  For miles around, I was known as Strawberry Myers’ son.  The shame of it all was nearly too much for a young boy to carry through life.

In today’s sermon, Matthew records how Jesus taught the crowds the parable about the Wheat and Weeds / Tares.  A farmer plants good wheat seed on his farm but an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat.  In the Middle East there is a weed called the “bearded darnel,” that looks very much like the wheat or barley stalk.  Only when the head begins to form on the wheat or barley can the darnel weed be clearly distinguished from the grain.  
The devil plants nasty weeds in our lives just as he did in Jesus’ parable of the “Wheat and Weeds.”  Jesus’ parable suggests the reapers not separate the wheat and weeds as they grow but wait until Judgment Day.  Then the weeds are thrown into the fiery furnace and the wheat is put into Almighty God’s Kingdom storehouse.  

Just as my Dad and I learned the hard way that it is difficult to distinguish between true strawberries and weeds.  Thank the Lord, we don’t have to separate the wheat from the tares on Judgement Day.  
May Almighty God richly bless your efforts to produce good fruit for the Kingdom.
Pastor Larry

