A Service of Witness to the Resurrection

Celebration of Life
Mieke J. Heffern

Organ Prelude 

Sentences of Scripture

Psalm 124:8

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth.

John 11:25-26

I am the resurrection and the life says the Lord.﻿ Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.

Psalm 46:1

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear.

Psalm 103:13; Isaiah 66:13


As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord 
has compassion for those who fear God.  As a mother 
comforts her child, so I will comfort you, says the Lord.







Hymnal

*Hymn
In the Garden
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Words of Purpose

Brothers and Sisters, this is the place where we regularly come to meet with the triune God, to worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, and to lift each other up as the body of Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Presbyterian Church calls this type of memorial service the “Witness to the Resurrection.”

We are here under the shelter of God’s amazing grace this afternoon to celebrate the life of Mieke J. Heffern as we surrender her into Almighty God’s eternal care.    We are also here to witness to the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and claim the glorious promises as heirs to the Kingdom.
At this holy time, God grants us permission to open our grieving hearts, to shed our tears, and to acknowledge our pain and emptiness; but at the same time, we to draw strength from the promises of God for our lives.

While we know that all of us are made of dust and will one day return to dust when this earthly life is finished, we also believe that through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, death’s sting has been overcome with the gift of eternal life with Almighty God.  Friends, we humbly confess we are the people of God.  Let us draw strength from one another as we celebrate the homecoming of Mieke Heffern with her family, friends, and loved ones.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, you are powerful and mighty.  You lift us up on the wings of eagles and carry us in your protective arms.  Your majesty is revealed to us daily as we view your beautiful creation.  We thank you for our lives, for all your bountiful gifts, and for the grace of eternal salvation.  We glorify you and praise you for the life which you have prepared for us in heaven.  We thank you for the hope we have of the resurrection to eternal life.  We thank you for your tender mercies and your steadfast love.  Lord your compassions never fail and they are new every morning.  May your merciful compassion embrace all who mourn in Jesus’ name.

Comfort those who mourn this day with the knowledge that one day we too will rise on eagles’ wings to live with you in the heaven realm.


We look forward to meeting again those we love, those faithful servants who have gone on before us.  May this picture of a glad reunion on high help to soothe our aching hearts, give us strength to move forward, and claim God’s Word for our individual lives.


In the name of the risen and glorified Lord we pray.  And all God’s Children said, Amen.

Scriptures


Psalm 23

John 14:1-6
Homily

Blessing of animals based on that of St. Francis of Assisi.

Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures.  On the fifth and sixth days of creation, you called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and animals on the land. You   inspired St. Francis to call all animals his brothers and sisters.  We ask you to bless this animal.  By the power of your love, enable it to live according to your plan.  May we always praise you for all your beauty in creation.  Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.
A Time of Remembrance

Family and friends are invited to share a reading, a comment, or a cherished memory from the life of Mieke Heffern.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

God of Compassion, we give you thanks and praise for your loving kindness and for the gift of eternal life.  We thank you for the blessings Mieke provided us and we trust that she is safe in your loving arms.  We ask you to keep all of us in your grace.  May the Lord continue to watch over our dear Mieke until we are all united once again in heaven.  Help us to realize we are not saying “good-bye” but merely saying, “so long until we meet again” in the church triumphant

In our grief and confusion, help us find peace in the knowledge of your loving mercy to all of your children.  Give us your light to guide our path into the assurance of your perfect grace, mercy and love.  We pray this in the name of Jesus the Christ who taught us to pray, saying:
The Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Commendation
Wisdom of Solomon  3:1-7,  5:15-16
3 But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them.  2﻿ In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster, 3﻿ and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. 4﻿ For though in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of immortality. 5﻿ Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested them and found them worthy of himself; 6﻿ like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them.  7﻿ In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks through the stubble.

﻿15﻿ But the righteous live forever, and their reward is with the Lord; the Most High takes care of them.  16﻿ Therefore they will receive a glorious crown and a beautiful diadem from the hand of the Lord, because with his right hand he will cover them, and with his arm he will shield them.

God gave Mieke the gifts compassion, a tender heart, a loving spirit, and an enormous appreciation for animals, which she used while she walked her time on this earth.  She demonstrated how to live life to the fullest in the midst of crisis, obstacles, adversities, and frustration.  She demonstrated how to embrace many painful illnesses, medical procedures, and now death itself, by placing her faith and trust in her Lord and Savior.  She has earned her place in the church triumphant along with all those who have faithfully served the Kingdom of God.

Friends this is not a permanent goodbye, this is merely an occasion for a so long or see you later.  Those who believe in Jesus the Christ as Lord and Savior will be joined together in that glad reunion in the heavenly realm.  The scripture tells us that our Lord went to Heaven to prepare a place for his followers.  We have a home waiting for us on high.  Our family and friends are waiting for our own cheerful homecoming.

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend the soul of your servant and our loved one, Mieke Heffern.  Acknowledge, we humbly pray, a sheep of your fold, a lamb of your flock, and a sinner of your redeeming.  Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints of light from all times and places. 

Committal

Because of original sin our earthly bodies are fragile and wear out with age. But much like the flower or vegetable seeds in our gardens, they must be placed into the earth to bring forth fruit.  Human beings can work up the soil, plant the seeds, and water the ground, but Almighty God brings forth life from death.  We commit our dear Mieke to the ground from where it came but the soul will burst forth with a beautiful new eternal life.

Butterfly from a Cocoon.

In a sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, we have commended to almighty God the soul of Mieke Heffern; and now we commit her body to the ground from where it came, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, and dust to dust. 


Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, says the Spirit.  They rest from their labors, and their works follow them.  Amen and Amen.
Blessing


Jude 24-25
24﻿ Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand without blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, ﻿25﻿ to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and forever. 

May you leave this place in the peace that passes all understanding, as you go in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen and Amen.
Organ Postlude





*Congregation stands if able.
