


REGULAR  MEETING, TOWN OF COLUMBUS, July 9, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk94882301]A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Columbus, County of Chenango 
and the State of New York was held at the Town Courtroom, 4340 State Hwy 80 in Columbus on 
July 9, 2026.					

Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by Charles Edmonds, Supervisor, with the Pledge of Allegiance; and the Clerk called the roll.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Charles Edmonds	Supervisor	
          	 		Gretchen Robinson	Board Member   
Judith Lowe		Board Member
Daniel Avolio  	Board Member 
Jane Prohaska		Board Member

ABSENT:			All present
				
ALSO PRESENT:		Kevin Cross		Highway Superintendent 
Elizabeth Vermeulen	Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:		Joanne Smith		Highstreet Insurance, Agent
				Diane Scalzo		
				Bill Acee		Village of Sherburne Mayor



Presentation of Insurance Program renewal:
JoAnn Smith, our Property and Casualty Insurance agent from Highstreet Insurance and Financial Services, reviewed the proposal for the Aug 9, 2026 renewal of our Municipal Insurance program; and provided an overview of our various coverages, the individual limits and how they apply.  Other than building values, which increase each year, and the addition of the Communication hut, the coverage is unchanged. The Package premium is $24,432, and the Cyber policy premium is $1,616.19. 

Gretchen made a motion which was seconded by Jane, to accept the insurance renewal proposal presented by Joanne Smith.
· Discussion.
· Roll Call vote: 
· G. Robinson	Aye 
· J. Lowe 	Aye
· D. Avolio	Aye 
· J. Prohaska	Aye
· C. Edmonds	Aye
· Motion carried.   Joanne will drop off the ID cards.

Public Comment:  
· Diane Scalzo asked why the Board moved Legal Services back to Coughlin & Gerhart, and requested that she be removed from the Town’s website. She expressed concerns that New Berlin EMS has been having service issues, and asked several questions about the Financial Reports provided. She also mentioned that she had sent in a FOIL request.
· Bill Acee will be submitting a proposal to Charles on the ALS EMS equipment they are seeking. He stated that their EMS system is currently strong and they could use our support. He would like to come in and make an EMS presentation. Youth recreation costs may go up due to increasing minimum wage costs and a lot of youth programs. Fiber enrollment continues to grow. Jane asked about the Knapp Rd battery storage project. He stated that the state is pushing it, but there are risks with this technology. Dan asked why the local internet service supplier is not part of the Sherburne Fiber project. He stated that it might be considered at some point.

Supervisors Report by Charles Edmonds
· CON Renewal paperwork was completed.
· DEC report on the Chobani water situation was distributed.

Board of Health:  Nothing to report

REVIEW OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES:
June 11, 2026
Motion was made by Gretchen and seconded by Dan to review and approve the minutes of the June meeting.  
· Discussion. Judy pointed out a typo error in spelling of “New Berlin” in the attendance.
· Roll Call Vote: 
· G. Robinson	Aye 
· J. Lowe 	Aye
· D. Avolio	Aye 
· J. Prohaska	Aye
· C. Edmonds	Aye
· All approved.  Motion carried and minutes for the June meeting were approved with correction of above typing error.

Communications: 
· A letter of resignation was received from Jim Lambert, Board of Assessment Review Chair. Discussed potential replacements. Charlie will speak with Don Anderson.
· Clerk stated that a FOIL request was received from Diane Scalzo asking for draft and approved minutes for the months December 2025 through June 2026, copies of all voucher abstracts for the months January 2026 through June 2026, copies of the Balance Sheets, Income Statements and General Ledgers for the months January 2026 through June 2026, and copies of any newly enacted or rescinded town policies during the time period January through June 2026. 
· Clerk gave an update on the penny issue relating to cash payments of property tax bills. A NY Assembly bill would have mandated that Tax Collectors round all cash transactions to the nearest nickel. NYAOT opposed the bill since warrants are calculated to the cent, and our requirement is to collect the exact amount in the warrant. The Senate modified the bill to move the rounding to the beginning of the tax process with the calculations, rather than at the final collection process, but it did not move forward out of the committee. NYAOT recommended that Tax Collectors continue to make change down to the penny or request their Town Board pass a resolution to require that cash payments be made in exact amounts. Our town managed the tax season without much worry due to our remaining supply of pennies, and I expect that we should be fine for next year also.
· We continue to get EZ Pass Violation Notices every month, even though we continue to send documentation that it is not our vehicle.

Highway Superintendent’s Report by Kevin Cross
· Update on recent truck repairs on Trucks 15 and 16, and loader, excavator, and chipper repairs.
· Road work: Roadside mowing has continued.  They are continuing with grading roads, and tree cleanup from storms. They helped in Pittsfield with their tornado cleanup and State of Emergency.  Work on Bill Potter Road has involved removing trees, cutting brush and removing sod. They will true and level, and then two weeks later will pave.
· FEMA: He is working on “Z” paperwork to hopefully recover money for admin expenses.

Dog Control Report – Nothing to report from DCO
· There have been several complaints from residents about dogs on Spurr St. chasing cars, bike riders, and people walking. This was passed along to the Dog Control Officers.

Planning Board – Report submitted by Kay Winton
· Members present at the June meeting were Kay, Renie, Jen, and Chris.
· Dawn Smith attended to discuss her minor subdivision on Rte 8. There was some discrepancy between the deed and the County tax map. After discussion, the Board approved the application as submitted. Kay will send the information to the County Planning Board for 239 Review.
There was no other business before they adjourned.

Committee Reports:

Communications & Community Engagement
· Copyright Infringement warnings were received.
· Gretchen wrote to Neil Palmer, but has not heard back.

Park  
· Kevin received the water test results and it showed positive for Coliforms. He has posted signs for “Non-Potable Water”. Discussed the difficulty in handling this situation due to the well’s depth and distance to the pavilion.
· New Berlin Fire Department is interested in holding a picnic at Norton Park. They have requested a reduced rental rate since they are a 501c3 Not-for-Profit. Discussed a Community Service discount.
Gretchen made a motion which was seconded by Judy to create a town policy to allow a reduced rate for park rentals for organizations which provide community service to our town. The fee will be $225 at the time of reservation, with $75 as a security deposit.

· Roll Call Vote: 
· G. Robinson	Aye 
· J. Lowe 	Aye
· D. Avolio	Aye 
· J. Prohaska	Aye
· C. Edmonds	Aye
· Approved. Motion passed. Liz will contact them.
Highway
· Dan met with Kevin to discuss highway concerns. They discussed employee retention.

Infrastructure
· Dan received a quote of $1080 from Norwich Glass for windows at the old garage.
· Dan contacted the locksmith, who is now retired. He will meet with us to discuss new locks needed.
· Dan contacted Rick Crowell to discuss security cameras. No response yet.

Legal and Finance
· Charlie stated that work on the 2027 budget should begin soon. A budget workshop was scheduled for Aug 26 at 6:30 pm.

Public Health & Emergency Preparedness
· CON renewal was completed with no lapse in coverage; new term July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2028.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Disaster Crisis Intervention program. Every county in the state will need a team. Discussions on how it will operate. It should be operating within 5 years.

ConnectALL
· Sherburne is working hard to get everything finished by year-end, so an extension may not be necessary.

OLD BUSINESS

USA 250 / Columbus Day:  Discussion on the October 10 Columbus Day event at Norton Park
· No news on re-enactment yet.
· Jane will meet with Wells regarding his photo exhibition needs.
· Discussed vendors: some will be outside and some will be in depot. $10 vendor fee.
· Village Clay is set.
· Jane will confirm with Edsall about chicken BBQ.

Park RFP: Harrington Construction was the only RFP received for the playground work at Norton Park. The total project cost under his proposal is $6,000. Matthew Harrington is the sole owner of the business which is registered with the state for prevailing wage requirements. 
Jane made a motion to accept the proposal from Harrington Construction for the specified work. Seconded by Gretchen. Discussion. Dates of current rentals will be considered for the work.
· Roll Call Vote: 
· G. Robinson	Aye 
· J. Lowe 	Aye
· D. Avolio	Aye 
· J. Prohaska	Aye
· C. Edmonds	Aye
Approved. Motion passed.

FOIL Request  -  Clerk responded to the FOIL request for ten years of building permit information, and suggested that the inquiry be directed to Chenango County Codes since they handle our Building Permits. There has been no further communication.


REVIEW OF EXPENDITURES:
Motion to Pay bills made by Gretchen and seconded by Judy.  All Approved.

GENERAL FUND – Abstract #7 – 2026:  Vouchers # 189 - # 208 for a total of $5,297.86
						
HIGHWAY FUND – Abstract #7 -2026 Vouchers #80 - # 94 for a total of $128,563.27

Capital Projects “H” Fund - Abstract #7 -2026 Vouchers #1 - # 14 for a total of $60,039.12


Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Gretchen and seconded by Judy. 
All Approved.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:23 PM.


Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Vermeulen, Town Clerk



NOTE: The Audible recording of the Town Board meeting is available from the Town Clerk as a FOIL request.
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