


[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR  MEETING, TOWN OF COLUMBUS, April 9, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk94882301]A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Columbus, County of Chenango 
and the State of New York was held at the Town Courtroom, 4340 State Hwy 80 in Columbus on 
April 9, 2026.					

Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by Charles Edmonds, Supervisor, with the Pledge of Allegiance;               and the Clerk called the roll.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:	Charles Edmonds	Supervisor	
          	 			Gretchen Robinson	Board Member   
Judith Lowe		Board Member
Daniel Avolio  	Board Member 
Jane Prohaska		Board Member

ABSENT:				All present
				
ALSO PRESENT:			Kevin Cross		Highway Superintendent 
Elizabeth Vermeulen	Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:			Jill Robinson		

 Supervisors Report by Charles Edmonds
· The 2026 Sherburne Youth contract was signed. The Village of Sherburne will send us a completed copy.

Board of Health:  
· Nothing to report.

REVIEW OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES:
March 12, 2026
Motion was made by Gretchen and seconded by Jane to review and approve the minutes of the March meeting. 
Discussion: Judy asked for an explanation on the planned Chobani Chill Tunnel.
Roll Call Vote: All approved. 
Motion carried and minutes for the March meeting were approved as submitted.

Communications: 
· Phone call from a resident about the poor condition of the flag by the town war monument: ripped, hung up on tree branches, and hanging by one grommet. Clerk called Village of Sherburne about trimming the tree; they will get back to us. We need to get a new flag.
· Email from Buell Fuel offering furnace cleaning and maintenance contracts. Dan will contact them.
· The Town Clerk’s computer has finally arrived; will need assistance in transferring data from old computer to new one. Messages were left with computer repair services in Sherburne and Norwich, but no response yet.
· Email from the Governor’s office wanting to hear from town officials on how to cut red tape with government regulations was forwarded from the Clerk to Board members.
· Town Clerk requested Town Board approval for destruction of the following town records in accordance with the NYS Records Retention Schedule:
· Highway time cards for 2018 and 2019
· DMV outdated Parking Permit tags
· Tax Collection files from 2014 to 2018
· Insurance Policies from 2011 to 2017
· Old Hunting License rolls for tags

Gretchen made a motion, which was seconded by Dan, to approve the destruction of these records in accordance with the NYS Records Retention Schedule:
Roll Call vote: 
· G. Robinson	Aye 
· J. Lowe 	Aye
· D. Avolio	Aye 
· J. Prohaska	Aye
· C. Edmonds	Aye
Motion carried.

Public Comment:  Jill Robinson, co-owner of Unadilla MotoCross, provided the schedule of events for their 2026 season. She expressed her appreciation to Columbus town officials for their involvement in the ConnectALL project, and said they are hoping to be hooked up by next month. 

Highway Superintendent’s Report by Kevin Cross
· Trucks 15, 16, and 17, grader, roller, and tractor were all serviced so they were ready for summer work, with needed repairs completed. The pickup truck was taken for the safety inspection; the sander was removed and the tool box and fuel cell were installed. 
· Road work: They applied crushed rock to the surface of Columbus Hill Rd to tighten up the road surface, which loggers had destroyed. Logging work had affected 11 roads.  Two crossover pipes were installed on Norton Rd. The shoulder was repaired on New Turnpike Rd between Sheridan and Potter Road, and on Sheridan Hill Road. 
· Highway employees have been working on tree cleanup and culvert cleanup all over town, but have a long way to go. 
· They have hauled 300 ton of 1a stone for grader shim, and will haul 200 ton of 1b sand on a rainy day.
· Highway School is coming up.

Dog Control Report – 
· May 5th is the Columbus Rabies Clinic
· Tickets were issued for dogs harassing neighbor and horses on Kelly Rd.
· Missing sheltie from New Turnpike Rd. Owner has several other dogs which are not licensed.  DCO may issue tickets, since this resident has had complaints in the past about all his unlicensed dogs running loose and regularly chasing deer and harassing neighbors.

Planning Board – Report submitted by Kay Winton
· Planning Board members present at the March meeting: Kay, Renie, Jen, and Chris. Ralph was sick. 
· Rod Ives from Napierala Consulting was also present to discuss the plans for the Chobani Chill Tunnel and answer questions from the board. A motion was made by Renie sec by Chris to accept the Site Plan application as complete, and the information was sent to the County Board for 239 Review. 
· Kay responded to an email from someone with questions regarding setbacks for property he may purchase on Walt Philips Rd. The town road right of way is 25 ft from the center of the road. Our Site Plan Review Law gives the following setbacks: A minimum of fifty (50) foot road frontage setback is required unless superseded by the required right of way, A minimum twenty (20) foot sideline from a structure or accessory structure is required on non-road sides. Kay was also asked about a driveway permit application. 
· We received a call from Elliott Stewart regarding the property at 742 Turnpike Rd. advising that they have received the information necessary to go ahead with a treatment center at the location. He was previously in contact about the property and any land use regulations the town may have. Currently they will be using the lodge that is already on the property and are not planning any expansion at this time. He was made aware of the 1.28 acres of wetland on the property and the need for Site Plan review for any plan changes in the future.

Committee Reports:

Communications –  Gretchen Robinson
· Website update: Gretchen has not been successful in making content changes to the town’s GoDaddy website. Jane will contact Lexi to set up a meeting on a Thursday.

Park  - Jane Prohaska
· Discussed the condition of the current playground equipment; ADA requirements for parks; plans for installation of border, mulch, and mats.
· The Girl Scouts will make signs for the walking path.
· Decision to pass on the NYS park grant due to its requirements. 
· Discussed the possibility of contacting Chobani and other businesses for financial assistance with park upgrades.
· There are currently six park reservations.
· Payroll for park groundskeeper will be processed the same as last year.
· Jane has set up a meeting with local contractor Matt Harrington to discuss the work to be done at the park. He is registered with the state, and has been given an itemized list of needed repairs.
· Several board members decided that Saturday April 18th at 2:30 would work to look over the playground at Norton Park.

Highway – Dan Avolio
· Dan has met with Kevin to better understand highway needs. He questioned why the Highway budget had actually gone down for 2026, despite all costs continuing to go up. As far as town residents are concerned, maintenance of roads is the only service our town provides. Without an adequate budget, condition of roads will continue to suffer.

Infrastructure, Buildings and Facilities – Dan Avolio and Judy Lowe
· Current list of items needing attention: replacement of back door; leaking water lines; drain plates; heating system cleaning (Buell Fuel will be contacted); window panes in old garage (get estimates); interior of garage is being painted; installation of chimney deflector; research security cameras; complete work in Kevin’s office. Perhaps Matt Harrington can do some odd jobs here.

· Flags: Judy presented her research on options for new flags and poles.

· Motion by Judy and seconded by Gretchen to purchase 15- 3’x 5’ flags from Rushmore Rose and 13- 6’ flagpoles with hardware. 
· Discussion: Kevin has a large flag that had been donated years ago, which would replace the current ripped flag at the monument. Discussed having a flag outside our town offices.
· Roll Call vote: 
· G. Robinson	Aye 
· J. Lowe 	Aye
· D. Avolio	Aye 
· J. Prohaska	Aye
· C. Edmonds	Aye
· Motion carried. Judy will come to the office to work with the clerk on placing the order.


Legal and Finance by Charles Edmonds
· Charlie has spoken to Mike Giovinazzo, our CPA. He is willing to meet with the Town Board to discuss managing reserves and other budget-related topics. Charlie will get some potential dates.
· Thaddeus, the NBT bank manager in New Berlin, will try to attend our May Town Board meeting.
· Charlie confirmed that Chobani Host Agreement expires in 2028. Liz will call Chobani to follow-up on the status of this year’s payment.
· Financial Reports were received from the bookkeeper. They will be forwarded to Board members in advance of the meeting going forward.

Public Health & Emergency Preparedness
· Gretchen has been in contact with Brian Whitaker from the New Berlin EMS about the June 2026 renewal of our CON. It cannot be submitted before 30 days prior to the CON expiration; May 10 is the earliest.
· A Mental Health Disaster Team is being planned by the County for major disasters.

ConnectALL
· There was a ConnectALL presentation on March 30. Since a large portion of Columbus property owners do not live here full time, there was discussion on whether a mailing would be a good idea. Comparison of the current list of people enrolled would need to be compared to the tax roll.

OLD BUSINESS

Board of Assessment Review (BAR)
· Charlie confirmed that Jim Lambert is willing to be reappointed for another term to the BAR. The member list was passed to the County.

Chobani Chill Tunnel – Payment of $295 was received for the Site Plan Review.

NEW BUSINESS

DCO Pay:  Compensation for the two Dog Control Officers was discussed. It will be tabled for now, and Judy will investigate what other towns currently pay.

REVIEW OF EXPENDITURES:
Motion to Pay bills made by Gretchen and seconded by Jane.  All Approved.

GENERAL FUND – Abstract #4 – 2026:  Vouchers # 71 - # 92 for a total of $33,621.15
						
HIGHWAY FUND – Abstract #4 -2026 Vouchers #32 - # 44 for a total of $12,226.59

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Gretchen and seconded by Judy. 
All Approved.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:48 PM.


Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Vermeulen, Town Clerk



NOTE: The Audible recording of the Town Board meeting is available from the Town Clerk as a FOIL request.
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