


[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR  MEETING, TOWN OF COLUMBUS, March 12, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk94882301]A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Columbus, County of Chenango 
and the State of New York was held at the Town Courtroom, 4340 State Hwy 80 in Columbus on 
March 12, 2026.					

Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by Charles Edmonds, Supervisor, with the Pledge of Allegiance;               and the Clerk called the roll.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:	Charles Edmonds	Supervisor	
          	 			Gretchen Robinson	Board Member   
Judith Lowe		Board Member
Daniel Avolio  	Board Member 
Jane Prohaska		Board Member

ABSENT:				All present
				
ALSO PRESENT:			Kevin Cross		Highway Superintendent 
Elizabeth Vermeulen	Town Clerk

 Supervisors Report by Charles Edmonds
· NYS Building Codes information was discussed at the County meeting.
· Town of Cincinatus passed a Local Law about AI Data Centers.
· County has issued a statement about high utility bills. Letters of public support and statements from several towns have also addressed this situation.  
· Airport Day is June 13.

Board of Health:  
· Received the 2026 schedule of Chenango County Rabies clinics.
· Letter was received from the Dept of Public Health outlining the Acceptable Annual Water Supply Start-up Procedures for Seasonal Public Water Systems, regarding Norton Park. A copy was given to Kevin, and a copy will be given to Jane.

REVIEW OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES:
Feb. 12, 2026
Motion was made by Gretchen and seconded by Dan to review and approve the minutes of the Feb. meeting. 
Discussion: Jane and Judy had been absent from the February meeting and are choosing to abstain from the vote.
· Vote: 3 Ayes, 2 Abstain. 
Motion carried and minutes for the February meeting were approved as submitted with no changes.

Communications: 
· Letter from Diane Scalzo regarding the missing town keys. Discussion. It was agreed to let the situation go. Jane and Liz will go to the park at some point to check the spare keys.
· New Berlin EMS Report for February.
· A letter was received from Chenango County Real Property Services asking about known environmental hazards on two Columbus properties at risk of foreclosure. 
· Email from Chenango County Real Property Services to review and confirm our BAR member appointments. The County will be planning the required training soon. Grievance Day is 5-28-26 from 4-8pm.
· Received a letter from the new owner of the Deerpath Restaurant that they have applied for a liquor license.
· Recent decision by NY’s highest court stated that towns cannot be required to release email information of citizens under a FOIL request.  Private information maintained by a town for communication purposes should not be disclosed.
· A new property tax law, mandatory in 2028, will provide 100% real property tax exemptions for certain disabled veterans who have been permanently and totally disabled and rated unemployable by the VA. It would apply to their primary residence. It is believed to apply to very few people.
· An Enhanced Senior income exemption (up to 65%) is now authorized for local jurisdictions to offer real property tax exemption for low income seniors. This will require board resolution or local law to implement. The current $24,000 gross income level was set in 2010 by board resolution. 
Received a summary of Senior Citizens and Disability Income levels for property tax exemptions in Chenango County from Mike Maxwell. Columbus is in the midrange of the county. 

Public Comment:  None

Highway Superintendent’s Report by Kevin Cross
· Truck and equipment repairs: serviced roadside mowing tractor, replaced the front wing slide of Truck#15, rebuilt leaking hydraulic cylinders on grader.
· Road work: filling the worst potholes with gravel around town, and started taking the first heavy layer of winter sand off the roads with the broom.
· CHIPS: We should be receiving a CHIPS reimbursement payment on March 17 for the last expenses of 2025. 
· New employee working out well; good attitude and good teamwork.
· Advocacy Day in Albany; it is possible but unlikely to see some CHIPS improvements this year.

Dog Control Report – Several complaints about dogs running loose on Loomis Lane.

Planning Board – Report submitted by Kay Winton
· Kay, Renie, Jen, and Chris were present at the February Planning Board meeting. No members of the public. 
· An email was received from Napierala Consulting with the site plan application and diagrams for the
            Chobani Chill Tunnel expansion. Site Plan Review by Planning Board will be started at the March
             meeting and sent to the County for 239 review.
· The Planning Board discussed the information received from Dawn Smith in regard to their plan to split off about 2 acres, including a house and driveway, from the 40-acre parcel on Rt 8. As this is a single
subdivision, nothing further needs to be done with the Planning Board.

Committee Reports:

Communications –  Gretchen Robinson
· Discussed requirements that town websites must be ADA compliant, and whether we need a town website.
· Liz was contacted by a company offering to review our website and provide a free recorded analysis. Get more details.
Park  
· NYS park grant for improving or expanding parks and playgrounds due in May. Jane and Gretchen will work on applying for this.
· Prevailing Wage will apply for park work.
· Discussed a large playground equipment set currently on the Auctions International website. Bidding ends on March 23.
Motion by Gretchen and seconded by Judy to investigate and possibly purchase the playground equipment listed on Auctions International located in Town of Big Flats, at a maximum cost of $1,000.
Discussion: Kevin is willing to drive there to look it over; Jane offered to go along.
· Roll Call vote: 
· G. Robinson	Aye 
· J. Lowe 	Aye
· D. Avolio	Aye 
· J. Prohaska	Aye
· C. Edmonds	Aye
· Motion carried.
· Faulty breaker has been replaced by Kevin.
· Mary Fox is very pleased with the blower purchased last year. She also said that she is willing to do more work for the town.
· Reservation status: first reservation is June 20 for Steel Sales company picnic. More inquiries are coming in.

Highway – No report

Infrastructure, Buildings and Facilities 
· Judy is researching the flags and poles, and will present in April.
· Painting some areas in the highway garage has begun. Additional paint will be needed.

Legal and Finance by Charles Edmonds
· The Annual Report has been completed and filed with the State Comptroller’s Office; It is available for review in the Town Clerk’s office.
· Charlie will speak with Michael Giovinazzo, our CPA who prepared the Annual Report, about various questions that have come up. Perhaps Mike could visit to provide better understanding about managing reserves and other budget-related topics.
· Judy asked about status of legal services. The town has contracted with Coughlin and Gerhart.
· One of the new credit cards has already been hacked, and will be re-issued. Discussed the risks of town credit cards. Charlie will discuss with Mike or Joan.
· Chobani Host Agreement billing has been sent out by the clerk. Discussed the terms of that arrangement, to understand when it ends. Charlie will look for the file outlining the settlement terms of the legal case.

Public Health & Emergency Preparedness
· Gretchen spoke with Brian Whitaker from the New Berlin EMS about the June 30, 2026 renewal of our CON. He is helping New Berlin and other towns with their CON paperwork. She will be meeting with him to work on it.
· The new bus service in Norwich is going well, with good public response.


ConnectALL
· There will be a ConnectALL presentation on March 30 at 7 pm at the Columbus Public House restaurant.

OLD BUSINESS

Key Policy – Discussion to clarify the Town’s “Access and Key Control Policy”, since there were actually two different versions.
· Gretchen made a motion which was seconded by Judy to accept the version which allows the Town Supervisor or an Administrator to issue keys. The Dog Warden will be removed from the definition of “Administrator”.
· [bookmark: _Hlk226026608]Roll Call vote: 
· G. Robinson	Aye 
· J. Lowe 	Aye
· D. Avolio	Aye 
· J. Prohaska	Aye
· C. Edmonds	Aye
· Motion carried

NEW BUSINESS

Board of Assessment Review (BAR)
· Charlie will check with Jim Lambert as to his willingness to be reappointed.
· Discussed people to fill the current open seat.
Gretchen made a motion which was seconded by Judy to appoint Andrea Lang to the Board of Assessment Review. 
· Roll Call vote: 
· G. Robinson	Aye 
· J. Lowe 	Aye
· D. Avolio	Aye 
· J. Prohaska	Aye
· C. Edmonds	Aye
· Motion carried

Chenango County Soil & Water Community Grant Program – There is not much time on this grant for stream stabilization funding.

Park Maintenance and Start Up Procedures
· Gretchen made a motion which was seconded by Jane to appoint Kevin as Park Groundskeeper.
· Roll Call vote: 
· G. Robinson	Aye 
· J. Lowe 	Aye
· D. Avolio	Aye 
· J. Prohaska	Aye
· C. Edmonds	Aye
· Motion carried
· Kevin will open the water system and have the water tested, in accordance with the procedures received from the Chenango County Department of Health, once the danger of frost is over.



REVIEW OF EXPENDITURES:
Motion to Pay bills made by Gretchen and seconded by Judy.  All Approved.

GENERAL FUND – Abstract #3 – 2026:  Vouchers # 36 - # 70 for a total of $283,631.01
						
HIGHWAY FUND – Abstract #3 -2026 Vouchers #17 - # 29 for a total of $10,266.71

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Gretchen and seconded by Jane. 
All Approved.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:01 PM.


Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Vermeulen, Town Clerk



NOTE: The Audible recording of the Town Board meeting is available from the Town Clerk as a FOIL request.
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