
Denver firefighters
bravely try to contain
the fire as the response
escalates over the
course of the evening.
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DFM Permanent
Collection

Containing the blaze

A photograph of
Denver firefighters

working to battle the
blaze in freezing

temperatures with snow
falling around them.
Photograph from

DFM Permanent
Collection 
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Big Hammer 1984
The second Big Hammer edition of the year

in 1984 documented the events of the
Masonic Lodge fire.

Photograph from DFM Permanent
Collection

Photographs from this incident
show the frozen water clinging to
the Masonic Lodge building after
the fire had been extinguished.
Photograph from DFM
Permanent Collection

Freezing temperatures



The building and contents suffered heavy
damage. The roof and all of the floors
pancaked in on the basement. After the
fire, only the rock face sandstone front wall
facing Welton St. and 16th St. stood mostly
undamaged. The red sandstone parapet’s
triangular wall located on the corner of
16th and Welton had fallen into the
basement below. The masonry wall facing
the CAC on Welton St. and the masonry wall
on the alley partially collapsed. The
commercial occupancies on the street sides
remained intact other than heavy smoke
and water damage. Photograph from
DFM Permanent Collection

Devastating

Destruction

 The insurance company,
the developer, Masonic
Lodge #5, and the City
and County of Denver
agreed to support the

remaining exterior walls
prior to the investigation

of the fire scene. Six
weeks went by before the

Fire Investigators could
actually start digging the
scene. Such coordination

with all parties involved
is why the Masonic Lodge
building is still able to be

occupied to this date.
Photograph from DFM
Permanent Collection
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