
 

TradeHive Trap Discovery Report 

Executive Read 

This morning opens with clear divergence between assets already unwinding and those on the verge of 
triggering. 

Current structure: 

●​ Equities (NQ/ES): Early unwind is in progress → not fully expanded, but directional bias has shifted 
●​ Crude Oil: Active squeeze underway → one of the cleanest trend opportunities right now 
●​ USD: Transitioning from mature squeeze → potential exhaustion phase 
●​ Copper: Confirming risk-off alignment 
●​ Gold: Still neutral → no panic confirmation 

What matters most now: 

●​ We are no longer in pure setup mode — we are in early execution phase 
●​ The highest edge trades come from: 

○​ Equity failed bounces (short) 
○​ Crude continuation (long) 

Key principle for today: 

Focus on continuation of newly triggered traps, not crowded mature ones 

 

Cross-Asset Leaderboard 

Trap Active 

●​ Crude oil shorts (active squeeze) 
●​ Equity longs (early-stage unwind active) 

Trap Building 



●​ USD (transitioning toward potential long trap if reversal develops) 

Forced Unwind Active 

●​ Nasdaq / S&P (early unwind phase) 

Crowd Still Right (But Vulnerable) 

●​ Gold longs 
●​ Residual USD longs (late entrants at risk) 

 

Detailed Market Breakdowns 
 

Market: E-mini Nasdaq (NQ) 

Classification: Trap Active (Early Expansion)​
 Trap Direction: Downtrap (longs trapped)​
 Trap Type: Momentum exhaustion → unwind 

TDM Score: 25/25 

●​ Crowding: 5 
●​ Vulnerability: 5 
●​ Failure to Reward: 5 
●​ Confirmation: 5 
●​ Expansion: 5 

Why it scores this way:​
 The market has already triggered the trap: 

●​ Repeated upside failures transitioned into actual downside movement 
●​ Buyers at highs are now offside 

Who is trapped: 

●​ Late breakout buyers 
●​ Momentum traders who bought continuation 

Why they are trapped: 

●​ Entered at extremes 
●​ Market shifted from trend → rejection 

What confirms continuation: 

●​ Lower highs + continued downside 



●​ Failed bounce attempts 

What invalidates: 

●​ Strong reclaim of prior highs 

Best Expression: 

●​ Short failed bounces / weak rallies 

Flip Trigger: 

●​ Reclaim of highs with expansion 

Next-session trigger map: 

●​ Bullish: reclaim → unwind fails 
●​ Bearish: weak bounce → continuation lower 

 

Market: E-mini S&P (ES) 

Classification: Trap Active (Broad Unwind)​
 Trap Direction: Downtrap (longs trapped)​
 Trap Type: Participation unwind 

TDM Score: 24/25 

●​ Crowding: 4 
●​ Vulnerability: 5 
●​ Failure to Reward: 5 
●​ Confirmation: 5 
●​ Expansion: 5 

Why it scores this way:​
 ES confirms Nasdaq structure: 

●​ Broad positioning now under pressure 
●​ No longer rewarding dip buyers 

Who is trapped: 

●​ Late dip buyers 
●​ Passive flows near highs 

Why they are trapped: 

●​ Entered late into mature trend 
●​ Market structure shifted 



What confirms continuation: 

●​ Continued downside + failed recoveries 

What invalidates: 

●​ Reclaim of highs 

Best Expression: 

●​ Confirmation trade to NQ 

Flip Trigger: 

●​ Strong upside continuation 

Next-session trigger map: 

●​ Bullish: recovery 
●​ Bearish: continuation lower 

 

Market: WTI Crude Oil (CL) 

Classification: Trap Active (Expansion Phase)​
 Trap Direction: Downtrap (shorts trapped)​
 Trap Type: Reversal squeeze 

TDM Score: 24/25 

●​ Crowding: 4 
●​ Vulnerability: 5 
●​ Failure to Reward: 5 
●​ Confirmation: 5 
●​ Expansion: 5 

Why it scores this way:​
 Crude is in a clean, early-stage squeeze: 

●​ Reclaim held 
●​ Upside expanding 
●​ Shorts now forced to cover 

Who is trapped: 

●​ Late shorts chasing breakdown 

Why they are trapped: 

●​ Entered after trend exhaustion 



●​ Market reversed against them 

What confirms continuation: 

●​ Higher highs + sustained momentum 

What invalidates: 

●​ Breakdown back below reclaim 

Best Expression: 

●​ Long pullbacks / continuation 

Flip Trigger: 

●​ Failed continuation 

Next-session trigger map: 

●​ Bullish: continuation higher 
●​ Bearish: rejection → stall 

 

Market: U.S. Dollar (DXY) / EUR / JPY 

Classification: Trap Active → Transitioning​
 Trap Direction: Downtrap (shorts previously trapped)​
 Trap Type: Mature squeeze → potential reversal risk 

TDM Score: 19/25 

●​ Crowding: 4 
●​ Vulnerability: 3 
●​ Failure to Reward: 5 
●​ Confirmation: 4 
●​ Expansion: 3 

Why it scores this way:​
 USD squeeze is losing edge: 

●​ Majority of shorts already cleared 
●​ New longs entering late 

Who is trapped now: 

●​ Increasing risk of late USD longs 

Why they are vulnerable: 



●​ Entering after expansion 
●​ Less fuel left for continuation 

What confirms continuation: 

●​ Controlled pullback → higher high 

What invalidates: 

●​ Reversal and lower high 

Best Expression: 

●​ Reduced exposure / tactical only 

Flip Trigger: 

●​ Failed continuation 

Next-session trigger map: 

●​ Bullish: grind higher 
●​ Bearish: rejection → reversal begins 

 

Market: Copper (HG) 

Classification: Trap Active (Alignment Phase)​
 Trap Direction: Downtrap (longs trapped)​
 Trap Type: Growth divergence unwind 

TDM Score: 23/25 

●​ Crowding: 4 
●​ Vulnerability: 5 
●​ Failure to Reward: 5 
●​ Confirmation: 5 
●​ Expansion: 4 

Why it scores this way:​
 Copper is now aligned with equity downside: 

●​ Continued weakness 
●​ No recovery attempts 

Who is trapped: 

●​ Growth/momentum longs 

Why they are trapped: 



●​ Positioned for macro strength that is failing 

What confirms continuation: 

●​ Further downside 

What invalidates: 

●​ Strong recovery 

Best Expression: 

●​ Short continuation 

Flip Trigger: 

●​ Reversal higher 

Next-session trigger map: 

●​ Bullish: recovery 
●​ Bearish: continuation lower 

 

Market: Gold (GC) 

Classification: Crowd Still Right​
 Trap Direction: None​
 Trap Type: Defensive stability 

TDM Score: 14/25 

Why it scores this way:​
 Gold remains stable: 

●​ No failure signal 
●​ No trap formation 

Who would be trapped: 

●​ Only on unexpected breakdown 

Best Expression: 

●​ None 

Flip Trigger: 

●​ Sharp downside 



Next-session trigger map: 

●​ Bullish: stability 
●​ Trap signal: unexpected weakness 

 

Trigger Map for the Next Session 

Primary Trend Continuation 

Crude Oil 

●​ Active squeeze 

Trigger: 

●​ Pullbacks → continuation higher 

 

Primary Unwind Trade 

Nasdaq / S&P 

Trigger: 

●​ Weak bounce → continuation lower 
●​ Failure to reclaim highs 

 

Transition Watch 

USD 

●​ Watching for reversal 

Trigger: 

●​ Rejection → shift to downside 

 

Confirmation Layer 

Copper 

●​ Continued weakness confirms risk-off 



 

 

 

 

 

Bottom Line 

●​ Equities: unwind active (early stage) 
●​ Crude: active squeeze (cleanest trend) 
●​ USD: maturing, at risk of reversal 
●​ Copper: confirming downside alignment 
●​ Gold: neutral 

The market is no longer waiting: 

Execution phase is underway — continuation and failure behavior now define edge. 

 

“Stay disciplined, stay prepared, and let context guide execution.” 

Britton Brown​
 Founder & Chief Market Strategist​
 TradeHive 

 

Risk Disclosure: Futures and forex trading contain substantial risk and is not for every investor. An investor 
could potentially lose all or more than the initial investment. Risk capital is money that can be lost without 
jeopardizing one's financial security or lifestyle. Only risk capital should be used for trading, and only those 
with sufficient risk capital should consider trading. Past performance is not necessarily indicative of future 
results. 
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