
Spo/ligh/ Ȏ ǓǑǓǓ Deli1er4 /o Farming/on Maine

I/Ѿ. ha-d /o belie1e /ha/ 2e deli1e-ed all o0- gif/. /2o mon/h. agoѵѵѵ  bo4Ѷ /ime goe. b4
fa./Ѻ  A. 2e ad1en/0-ed o0/ җand i/ 2a. an ad1en/0-eҘѶ 2e o1e-come a li//le bi/ of illne..Ѷ
/he challenge of finding a ho/el in leafҊ+ee+ing .ea.onѶ and a li//le bi/ of cold 2ea/he-Ѻ 

I/ 2a. a 2onde-f0l e3+e-ience in .o man4 2a4.ѵ  A/ o0- fi-./ ./o+Ѷ  2e 0nloaded o0-
/-aile- and +0/ all o0- goodie. in ElkѾ. ./o-age condi/ione-. Ҋ i/ 2a. ama5ing /o .ee ho2
m0ch 2e hadѵ  S+ecial /hank. /o Aa-onѶ BonnieѶ and John fo- hel+ing 0. 0nload /he
/-aile- җ.ee +ic/0-e. on +age сҘѵ    I/ 2a. e3ci/ing /o kno2 /ha/ 2e 2e-e going /o hel+ no/
onl4 child-en b0/ had .ome goodie. fo- /he elde-l4 /ooѺ  M0ch like /he child-enѶ man4
donѾ/ ha1e famil4 o- /he financial -e.o0-ce. /o /ake ca-e of /he ba.ic.ѵ  So 2e +-o1ided
тш blanke/. fo- /hi. g-o0+ѵ  We 2ill ge/ an 0+da/e f-om Aa-on and Ani..a on ho2 /he
спсс O+e-a/ion San/a gi1ing /0-ned o0/ in o0- Feb-0a-4 i..0eѵ  Good l0ck /o /he ha-dҊ
2o-king ѿel1e.ѿ /ha/ c-ea/e an e3ci/ing Ch-i./ma. fo- /he child-en Ҋ 2e a-e g-a/ef0l fo-
4o0- ha-d 2o-k and dedica/ionѺ

Ne3/Ѷ 2e 2en/ o1e- /o .ee Danielle FѶ a/ WMCA җWe./e-n Maine Comm0ni/4 Ac/ion Ҙѵ  A/
/hi. o-gani5a/ionѶ /he4 hel+ /ho.e in need 2i/h f0el a..i./anceѶ WICѶ and o/he-
eme-genc4 hel+ѵ  We 2e-e able /o d-o+ off a co0+le of bo3e. of dia+e-. /ha/ /he4
de.+e-a/el4 neededѵ  җThank. Ca-oline fo- /he dona/ionҘѵ

Ne3/Ѷ 2e 2en/ o1e- /o /he ne3/ /o2n of Wil/on /o .a4 ѿhiѿ /o /he сnd g-ade-. a/ Bl0e Hill
Academ4ѵ  We hel+ /o .0++o-/ /hem /h-o0gh an ini/ia/i1e called ѿDiggi/4 Dog Bookcl0bѿ
2hich +-o1ide. mon/hl4 book. /o each сndҊg-ade ./0den/ /h-o0gho0/ /he 4ea-ѵ  On /hi.
/-i+Ѷ  2e deli1e-ed colo-ing book. and c-a4on. and go/ /o .ee уф e3ci/edѶ f-iendl4Ѷ
2onde-f0l child-enѵ Thank goodne.. /he4 ha1e dedica/edѶ 2onde-f0l /eache-. /o
.0++o-/ /hemѵ

Af/e- lea1ing /he Fa-ming/on a-eaѶ 2e .+end /he -e./ of /he /-i+ checking in on famil4
and f-iend.Ѷ enjo4ing /he fall colo-.Ѷ and ge//ing a++le. /o b-ing homeѵ

A .+ecial /hank. /o Da--4l B Ҋ 2ho le/ 0. bo--o2 hi. /-aile- .o 2e co0ld ge/ all /he
goodie. /o Maineѵ  And /o She-i S Ҋ 2ho behind /he .cene. i. /he c-ea/o- and g-a+hic
de.igne- /ha/ hel+. me ge/ c0./omi5ed ha/. and o/he- .+ecial i/em. fo- o0- comm0ni/4ѵ  
Thank 4o0 bo/hѺ

Volƫme ȂȂ ɞ DecembeƎ ȃȁȃȃ
UƋdaƣeƖ foƎ ƣhiƖ iƖƖƫe

ȃȁȃȃ OƋeƎaƣion Sanƣa
gifƣ goalƖ

BlankeƣƖ ɞ ȃȅȁ ɘȂȁȇʥ ƣo goalə
Haƣ SeƣƖ ɞ Ȃȉȁ ɘȂȄȄʥ ƣo goalə
 BookƖ ɞ Ȃȇȁ ɘȂȃȅʥ ƣo goalə

SƋecial ThankƖ

jƫƖmelʨcomcaƖƣɋneƣ
ǃǃǃɋoƋeƎaƣionelǂeƖcommƫniƣǉɋoƎg
ǂenmoɅʨmeliƖƖaɞƖƣackɞȄ
ȇȂȆɞȇȄȂɞȅȊȃȁ

Yoƫ can Ǝeach me ɘmeliƖƖa Ɩƣackə aƣɅ

Leƣ me knoǃ if ǉoƫ ǃoƫld like ƣo add
anǉone ƣo oƫƎ neǃƖleƣƣeƎ diƖƣƎibƫƣionɋ Go
oƫƣ ƣo oƫƎ ǃebƖiƣe ƣo Ɩee moƎe ƋicƣƫƎeƖ
and back iƖƖƫeƖ of ƣhe neǃƖleƣƣeƎɋ

 The neǈƣ iƖƖƫe ǃill be in FebƎƫaƎǉ ȃȁȃȄɋ

ȃȁȃȃ cƫƎƎenƣ gifƣ coƫnƣ
BlankeƣƖ ɞ ȃȆȆ
Haƣ SeƣƖ ɞ ȃȅȁ
BookƖɅ ȂȊȊ

Ted D
BeǂeƎlǉ
DaƎƎǉl B
SheƎi S
CaƎoline S

A big Ɩhoƫƣɞoƫƣ ƣo indiǂidƫalƖ ǃho haǂe
conƣƎibƫƣed ƣo ƣhiƖ ǉeaƎɏƖ goal in ƣhe ƋaƖƣ
ƣǃo monƣhƖɈ  A ƖƋecial ƣhank ǉoƫ ƣoɅ
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Hoǃ Can Yoƫ Geƣ Inǂolǂed



BEST WISHES FOR A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON
Ah le cadhe dji 2022 acd beg^c id i]^c` abdji 2023, I laci id ia`e a
bdbeci id i]ac` aaa df ndj fdg ndjg cdcig^bji^dch acd hjeedgi i]^h neag.  We
emceeded djg gdaah acd age igjan ba`^cg ac ^beaci fdg i]dhe l]d age ^c
ceed...  W^i]dji ndj, i]ege ldjadc'i ]ake ]ad a iga^aeg fjaa df g^fih!

T]e ]da^danh geb^cd jh id be cag^cg acd `^cd.  Man le caggn i]ai ^cid 2023
acd be a kd^ce fdg gddd.  Ah ndj ceaebgaie i]e _dnh df i]e heahdc, ]ege age
hdbe ldgdh df l^hddb id caggn ndj i]gdjg] i]e heahdc acd ^cid 2023.

ThiU UeaUon......
Mend a qWarrel, Seek oWV a forgoVVen friend.  DiUmiUU UWUpicion, and
replace iV YiVh VrWUV.  WriVe a loXe leVVer.  Share Uome VreaUWre.  GiXe a
UofV anUYer.  EncoWrage [oWVh.  ManifeUV [oWr lo[alV[ in Yord and
deed.  Keep a promiUe.  Find Vhe Time.  Forego a grWdge.  ForgiXe an
enem[.  LiUVen.  Apologi\e if [oW Yere Yrong.  Tr[ Vo WnderUVand. 
 FloWV enX[.  Think firUV of Uomeone elUe.  AppreciaVe.  Be kind. 
 GenVle.  LaWgh a liVVle.  LaWgh a liVVle more.  DeUerXe confidence.  Take
Wp armU againUV malice.  Decr[ complacenc[.  EZpreUU [oWr graViVWde. 
 Sa[ a pra[er.  Welcome a UVranger.  Gladden Vhe hearV of a child. 
 Take pleaUWre in Vhe beaWV[ and Yonder of Vhe earVh.  Speak [oWr loXe. 
 Speak iV again.  Speak iV UVill once more.

Haeen Hda^danh id ndj aaa!

A
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ǓǑǓǓ O+e-a/i*) Sa)/a W-a+ U+  
La./ 2eekѶ I 2a. able /o connec/ 2i/h Ani..a and Aa-on All0mba0ghѶ f-om /he Elk.Ѷ /o .ee
hea- ho2 /he спсс Ope-a/ion San/a di./-ib0/ion 2en/ѵ Thi. i. /he т-d 4ea- /ha/ /he Elk.
ha1e been -e.pon.ible fo- /hi. impo-/an/ Ch-i./ma. ini/ia/i1e and 2i/h e1e-4 4ea-Ѷ /he4
lea-n mo-e and i/ ge/. a li//le .moo/he- and a lo/ mo-e efficien/ѵ 

Beginning /2o 2eek. befo-e Thank.gi1ing 0p and 0p 0n/il Decembe- рчѶ /2el1e El1e җElkҘ
1ol0n/ee-. p0/ /oge/he- and di./-ib0/ed Ch-i./ma. package. /o чтр indi1id0al. 2ho had
p0/ in an applica/ion e3p-e..ing /he need fo- help a/ Ch-i./ma.ѵ Tha/ /o/al -ep-e.en/. цфц
child-en and цу .enio-. in /he comm0ni/ie. in and nea- Fa-ming/on Maineѵ

Gi1en 2ha/ ha. been happening 2i/h ga. p-ice. and infla/ionѶ /he Elk. .a2 an inc-ea.e in
-e,0e./. fo- /he nece..i/ie.ѷ coa/.Ѷ boo/.Ѷ ha/.Ѷ and glo1e.ѵ So o0- foc0. on blanke/. and
ha/. .e/. 2a. e..en/ial /o /hi. 4ea-ҁ. package.ѵ 

Ano/he- 2a4 /o look a/ 2ha/ 2a. di./-ib0/ed /o /ho.e d0-ing Ch-i./ma. i. /he Elk. .4./em of
/-acking bo/h mone/a-4 and 2ha/ /he4 call ҂p-od0c/҃ җac/0al i/em. dona/edҘѵ Thi. 4ea-Ѷ
/he4 di./-ib0/ed ڦхуѶппп in i/em.Ѷ ano/he- ڦррѶппп f-om /he mone4 /he4 -ai.ed d0-ing /he
4ea-Ѷ and ano/he- ڦхѶфпп f-om /he Na/ional Elk. Fo0nda/ionѵ In /o/al /ha/ -ep-e.en/.Ѷ o1e-
 чпѶппп /o f0nd /hi. 4ea-ҁ. di./-ib0/ion effo-/.ѵڦ

M4 con1e-.a/ion 2i/h Aa-on and Ani..a -einfo-ced /he impo-/ance of /he gif/. 2e .end 0p
fo- di./-ib0/ionѵ Blanke/. and ha/ .e/. help /o keep child-en and .enio-. 2a-m in.ide and
o0/ and /he book. fo- kid. i. bo/h a gif/ and an in1e./men/ in lea-ningѵ

A. I ended m4 call 2i/h Aa-on and Ani..aѶ I a.ked /hem if /he-e 2a. an4 me..age /he4
2an/ed me /o .end back /o 4o0Ѷ /he Ope-a/ion El1e.ѵ And /he4 .impl4 .aid in /hei- 0.0al
mode./ and hea-/fel/ 2a4ѷ ҂Plea.e /ell e1e-4one /ha/ 2e 2an/ /o .a4 /hank 4o0 fo- 4o0-
helpѹ 2i/ho0/ 4o0- effo-/. /he-e 2o0ld be .o m0ch le.. /o gi1eѵ Al.oѶ 2e can ne1e- ha1e
eno0gh blanke/. ҃

 A. 2e clo.e o0/ спссѶ I hope 4o0 feel p-o0d /ha/ 4o0 made a diffe-ence in /he li1e. of .o
man4ѵ And I /-0l4 /hank e1e-4one fo- 4o0- in/e-e./ in /he o-gani5a/ionѶ .ha-ing /he me..age
2i/h o/he-.Ѷ and gi1ing in 2ha/e1e- 2a4 4o0 canѷ  Fo- .omeѶ i/ i. /he c-ea/ingѶ fo- o/he-.Ѷ i/
i. 4o0- .hopping p-o2e.. and fo- o/he-.Ѷ i/ i. 4o0- mone/a-4 con/-ib0/ion /ha/ help. 0. b04
a fe2 e3/-a. fo- /ho.e in needѵ And le/ me add m4 ҂/hank 4o0҃ a. 2ellѺ 

Like all o-gani5a/ion.Ѷ 2e ./a-/ again fo- спстѺ I hope 4o0 2ill join 0. and make спст e1en
mo-e ama5ingѺ

Volume 12 - February  2023
Updates for this issue

2023 Operation Santa
gift goals

Blankets - 265 (26%  to goal)
Hat Sets - 200 (32% to goal)
 Books - 175 (32% to goal)

Special Thanks

jusmel@comcast.net
www.operationelvescommunity.org
venmo:@melissa-stack-3
615-631-4920

You can reach me (melissa stack) at:

Let me know if you would like to add
anyone to our newsletter distribution. Go
out to our website to see more pictures
and back issues of the newsletter.

 The next issue will be in April  2023.

2023 current gift count
Blankets - 69
Hat Sets - 63
Books: 55

Ted D
Beverly N
Jenny W ʩ HRBPs
Jean Stack

A big shout-out to individuals who have
contributed to this year's goal in the past
two months!  A special thank you to:

OPERATION ELVES 
COMMUNITY
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Giving to Those in Need

ZZZ.operationelvescommunit\.org

How Can You Get Involved



SPOTLIGHT - LISA LEDOUX 
When I fiUVW VWaUWed Welling oWheUV aboXW m\ goal Wo help OpeUaWion SanWa, LiVa ZaV one
of Whe fiUVW people Wo VWaUW donaWing Wo Whe caXVe.  While LiVa Zon'W admiW Wo an\ "cUafW\"
WalenWV, Vhe iV a legendaU\ baUgain VhoppeU (ZiWh Ueall\ good WaVWe).  So befoUe I kneZ iW,
I ZaV geWWing bo[eV and bo[eV fUom QVC WhaW had beaXWifXl and fXn blankeWV in Whem.  In
a ZoUWh\ caXVe, help comeV in Vo man\ Za\V.... and being a good blankeW VhoppeU iV a
Vkill Ze need.  I am Vo gUaWefXl WhaW LiVa Vo Zillingl\ and geneUoXVl\ VWaUWed giYing and
haV been a conWinXoXV donaWion Vince.  I WhoXghW \oX mighW like Wo knoZ a liWWle moUe
aboXW WhiV Vpecial elf.  HeUe aUe heU ZoUdV Wo a coXple of qXeVWionV I aVked.

Tell me a little about \ou. I knoZ \ou are from Massachusetts. HoZ long did \ou live
there and Zhere else have \ou lived.
I am originall\ from MassachXsetts. I moYed to Atlanta aroXnd the time of the Ol\mpics and
liYed there for 19 \ears. I then moYed to Ohio Zhere I met m\ fiancp. IµYe since liYed in
NashYille and noZ reside in Norfolk, Virginia. I plan to retire here.

You Zere about the fifth person Zho jumped right in and sent blankets as Ze started to
reach out past m\ mother and me. What appealed to \ou? What made \ou Zant to help?
I learned aboXt \oXr efforts throXgh a co-Zorker, and I thoXght the best thing I coXld do to help
Zomen and their children Zas to proYide a feZ Zarm and fXn things. Being originall\ from the
Northeast, I liked the idea of helping folks from m\ home region. Also, I reall\ respect that,
despite hoZ bXs\ \oX are, \oX take on this ama]ing caXse Zith professionalism and inclXsiYit\.
Helping sXpport a colleagXe Zho is tr\ing to help other Zomen is the least I can do. 

I knoZ \ou are a QVC ]ealot and \ou pick out the cutest blankets. HoZ did \ou decide
on a blanket?
I VWaUWed b\ onl\ bX\ing PeanXWV-Whemed blankeWV. I figXUed WhaW geWWing a blankeW ma\ noW be
aV fXn aV geWWing Wo\V, bXW I knoZ WhaW WheVe blankeWV aUe ZaUm and Whe WhemeV aUe fXn. The
PeanXWV bUoXghW me a loW of jo\ aV a child, and I haYe man\ Snoop\-Whemed aUWZoUkV in m\
hoXVe b\ Whe aUWiVW Tom EYeUhaUW. I hope iW makeV Whe oZneUV Vmile Zhen Whe\ XVe Whe
blankeWV. I do loYe WheVe blankeWV. One \eaU I gaYe VeYen of WheVe blankeWV Wo famil\ and
fUiendV foU Whe holida\V. IWµV a Za\ I like Wo e[pUeVV loYe and ZaUmWh. 

QVC makeV iW Vo eaV\ Wo giYe Wo \oXU chaUiW\. I pXW \oXU name and addUeVV in m\ QVC addUeVV
book and ZheneYeU I Vee a ZaUm, beaXWifXl blankeW, eVpeciall\ Zhen iWµV on Vale, I Vhip Whem
off. ThaWµV Zh\ \oX ma\ geW blankeWV fUom me in Whe VXmmeU. The moUe dealV I can VcoUe, Whe
moUe VWXff I can giYe. IWµV kind of like a game ZheUe Whe familieV benefiW. 

What causes speciall\ speak to \our heart and Zh\.

I VponVoU a child in SUi Lanka, and I ZanWed Wo make VXUe iW ZaV a giUl. I Whink Zhen Ze help
giUlV geW a good edXcaWion, Whe ZoUld iV a beWWeU place. I alVo donaWe Wime and mone\ Wo caXVeV
WhaW addUeVV food inVecXUiW\. M\ moWheU iV an immigUanW, and Vhe iV alZa\V ama]ed aW hoZ a
ZealWh\ coXnWU\ can haYe hXngU\ people in iW. IWµV a meVVage I heaUd all m\ life, and iWµV a Za\ I
can help. 
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"I get more joy out of being an elf
than what you possibly can give

away"

L^ha LZDdjm


