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Behind all great organizations and initiatives are the many, many individuals “who make
it happen”. And Operation Santa is no exception. It takes a village of Farmington Elk
members (about 30 – 50) plus another 25+ community members to make Operation
Santa a success. And while everyone’s contribution is critical, this month’s spotlight
highlights the husband-and-wife team that spearheads all the organizing, coordinating,
planning, and delivery of Christmas items for over 900 less fortunate children in the
Franklin County area of Maine. I’d like to introduce you to Aa-*) a)d A)i..a
All0mba0gh. 

While Operation Santa has been around for over 50 years, the Elks took it over 2 years
ago. So Aaron, Anissa, and the rest of the organization have been on a steep learning
curve to making sure that it goes off without a hitch and that they can make sure
everyone who has a need gets served through Operation Santa. Oh, and did I mention
that they added making deliveries to the area senior-living facility to their Christmas list
of giving!

Aaron and Anissa are definitely most reluctant to be in the spotlight. Yet they truly give a
tremendous amount of their time to helping others throughout the year as members of
the Farmington Elks Club. As they describe all the activities they are involved in to help
veterans, their community, and children - - I get tired thinking about it! And Aaron and
Anissa would be quick to say, it’s not just them but many of the Elk members who
volunteer countless hours to raise money so that they can support others. In addition to
Operation Santa, the Farmington Elks donate to the Maine Children’s Cancer
organization, help Veterans with medical supplies and other support, assist the elderly,
and even create a Haunted House for less fortunate children at Halloween.

I asked them what is the hardest part of heading up Operation Santa and Aaron said “the
concern that we will miss a child or forget something they requested”. When I asked
them what was the best part of being involved in this worthwhile endeavor they said
“seeing the faces of parents and children knowing that they have made a difference –
maybe created Christmas for families what would have nothing if there wasn't for
Operation Santa”.

Our O+e-a/i*) El1e. efforts are definitely playing an important role in making Christmas
special and joyous for children and seniors! And Aaron and Anissa along with the
Farmington Elk volunteers are making sure our donations get into the hands of those
who need them most!

ȃȁȃȃ OƋeƎaƣiŨn Sanƣa
gifƣ gŨalƖ
BlankeƣƖ ɞ ȃȅȁ ɘȉȉʥ ƣŨ gŨalə
Haƣ SeƣƖ ɞ Ȃȉȁ ɘȂȁȉʥ ƣŨ gŨalə
 BŨŨkƖ ɞ Ȃȇȁ ɘȉȊʥ ƣŨ gŨalə

HŨǃ Can YŨƫ Geƣ InǂŨlǂed

jƫƖmelʨcŨmcaƖƣɋneƣ
ǃǃǃɋŨƋeƎaƣiŨnelǂeƖcŨmmƫniƣǉɋŨƎg
ǂenmŨɅʨmeliƖƖaɞƖƣackɞȄ
ȇȂȆɞȇȄȂɞȅȊȃȁ

YŨƫ can Ǝeach me ɘmeliƖƖa Ɩƣackə aƣɅ

TŨ leaƎn hŨǃ ǉŨƫ can helƋ make a
diffeƎenceɈ

Leƣ me knŨǃ if ǉŨƫ ǃŨƫld like ƣŨ add
anǉŨne ƣŨ ŨƫƎ neǃƖleƣƣeƎ diƖƣƎibƫƣiŨnɋ
The neǈƣ iƖƖƫe ǃill be in OcƣŨbeƎɋ

ȃȁȃȃ cƫƎƎenƣ gifƣ cŨƫnƣ
BlankeƣƖ ɞ ȃȂȁ
Haƣ SeƣƖ ɞ ȂȊȆ
BŨŨkƖɅ Ȃȅȃ

SƋecial ThankƖ

Kaƣhǉ G
AnnmaƎie ʩ Sam B
Mindǉ M
Keiƣh ʩ ShiƎleǉ F
BeǂeƎlǉ N

HeƎe ǃe ǃŨƫld like ƣŨ giǂe a big ƖhŨƫƣɞŨƫƣ ƣŨ
indiǂidƫalƖ ǃhŨ haǂe cŨnƣƎibƫƣed ƣŨ ƣhiƖ ǉeaƎɏƖ
gŨal in ƣhe ƋaƖƣ ƣǃŨ mŨnƣhƖɈ  A ƖƋecial ƣhank
ǉŨƫ ƣŨɅ
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EXTRA CREDIT PROJECTS
I hope you have had a chance to go onto the O+e-a/i*) El1e. C*mm0)i/4 website
(www.operationelvescommunity.org)  and learn more about our mission and goals. One of our
major focuses is to support the Operation Santa Christmas efforts by contributing: hat sets, blankets,
and books for children up to age 18. And you can see from this month’s totals that we are looking
good to meet and/or exceed our targets. We are extremely grateful for all the donations we have
received both financially and actual donated items.  With the help of a couple of “elves”, we are able
to add a few extra things to our list that will help make Christmas special for those in need. 

Newborns & Children Under 1с months old
Thanks to some elves going above and beyond, we are going to be able to give at least 10 “blanket
sets” to newborn children. A blanket set consists of 1-baby blanket, 3 receiving blankets, and 3
bib/burb sets. Additionally, we have received a couple of generous monetary donations, so we will
be able to buy five “sleeper sacks” for children between the ages of 6 – 12 months old.

Young Adults
This is a tougher group to buy for and as we all know their wish list gets much more expensive. So,
we wanted to help this group with a few extra items. With the help of Mindy M putting in extra sewing
hours, we will be able to donate 30 cosmetic bags for teenage girls and another 30 toilette bags for
young men. And through another generous monetary donation, we will be able to donate: 5 camping
tents, sleeping bags, and lanterns for young males and journals & associated supplies for teenage
girls.

Seniors
The Farmington Elks extend beyond children during the holiday season and work to make Christmas
special for those who are living in the area nursing home. And to support those efforts, we plan to
donate 30 blankets that can be delivered to these individuals during the holidays

As always, I am grateful beyond words for the generosity and help that this community has shown in
our efforts to help those in need. And not only are we going to be able to bring more of the basic
items that will provide warmth & comfort, but we are also able to give a little bit more which we
hope brings joy and smile to those who will receive these gifts this season!
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""Making Christmas special and
seeing the gratefjl faces of those

le serke""
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S+*/'igh/ Ȏ O+e-a/i*) E'f C-ea/*- ǐ L*gi./ic. Di-ec/*-
Me'i..a ȗMe'Ș ǐ Bi'' S/ac&
The fi-./ gi1ing e3pe-ience I -emembe- 2a. 2hen I 2a. abo0/ рр 4ea-. oldѵ I had a doll
/ha/ I lo1ed b0/ didnҁ/ pla4 2i/h an4mo-e .o i/ 2a. .a1ed in a bo3ѵ O0- ch0-ch 2a.
a.king fo- dona/ion. /o le.. fo-/0na/e familie.ѹѵand I -emembe- con.cio0.l4 deciding
/o gi1e a2a4 .ome/hing I liked fo- .omeone in needѵ G-o2ing 0p I 2a. /a0gh/Ѷ /h-o0gh
2a/ching m4 pa-en/.Ѷ /o help o/he-. 2i/h m4 /ime and m4 gif/.ѵ A. an ad0l/Ѷ I ha1e /-ied
/o be gene-o0. and help /ho.e in need Ҍ bo/h people I kne2 and .ome I didnҁ/ѵ 

Fo0- 4ea-. agoѶ m4 niece 2a. /elling me abo0/ /he financial ha-d.hip of man4 of he-
./0den/. and m4 hea-/ kne2 I had /o do .ome/hing /o helpѵ Tha/ fi-./ 4ea-Ѷ m4 mo/he-
and I made abo0/ ту blanke/. fo- he- /o gi1e /o he- ./0den/. a/ Ch-i./ma.ѵ The
follo2ing 4ea-Ѷ I go/ connec/ed 2i/h Ope-a/ion San/a .o 2e co0ld help mo-e child-en
in /ha/ a-eaѵ B4 спсрѶ 2e c-ea/ed a comm0ni/4 of likeҊmindedѶ ca-ing indi1id0al.Ѷ
b-inging /o life Ope-a/ion El1e.ѵ O0- p-ima-4 goal i. /o ga/he- blanke/.Ѷ book.Ѷ and
ha/.ҝmi//en. fo- child-en ne2bo-n /o рцѵ  I/ i. ama5ing 2ha/ you ha1e helped 0.
accompli.h in /2o 4ea-.ѵ 

While I am g-a/ef0l fo- all /he dona/ion. and /alen/ed indi1id0al. Ҍ none of /hi. 2o0ld
be po..ible 2i/ho0/ /he help о .0ppo-/ of m4 h0.bandѶ Bill S/ackѵ M4 foc0. i. on
compl4ing all /he dona/ion. and ./0ffing /hem in/o bo3e.ѵ I/ i. Bill 2ho fig0-e. o0/ ho2
2e a-e going /o ge/ e1e-4/hing in/o a 1ehicle o- /-aile- .o 2e can deli1e- i/ /o
Fa-ming/on Maineѵ He i. /he d-i1e- and /he m0.cleѵ Ye./e-da4Ѷ he packed хп bo3e. in/o
/he /-aile-ѵ  A 4ea-ҁ. 2o-/h of 2o-k commina/e. in/o /he la./ /2o 2eek. in Sep/embe-
and /he fi-./ 2eek of Oc/obe-ѵ I/ i. he-e /ha/ Billҁ. /alen/. a-e /e./edѵ  

B0/ hi. /-0e .0ppo-/ come. b4 ag-eeing /o a pe-cen/age of /he mone4 I make /h-o0gh
m4 con.0l/ing b0.ine.. /o go di-ec/l4 /o f0nding Ope-a/ion El1e.ѵ And 2i/h /ha/
.0ppo-/Ѷ 2e ha1e helped clien/. and a comm0ni/4ѵ

I/ i. .a/i.f4ing /o .ee a 4ea-Ѿ. 2o-/h of 2o-k come /oge/he- and /o ha1e a comm0ni/4 of
el1e. helping o/he-.ѵ  I/ con/in0all4 -emind. me ho2 m0ch I ha1e /o be g-a/ef0l fo- in
m4 o2n lifeѵ

I/ i. m4 .ince-e./ 2i.h /ha/ 2e 2ill con/in0e /o e3pand o0- -each /h-o0gh Ope-a/ion
El1e. and b-ing jo4 and hope /o /ho.e 2ho ma4 need /he .0ppo-/ /h-o0gh /he kindne..
of a g-o0p of ./-ange-.ѵ  Kno2 /ha/ 4o0- con/-ib0/ion i. making a diffe-ence in /he li1e.
of child-en and c-ea/ing jo4 d0-ing /he holida4 .ea.onѵ
 

Volume 10 - October 2022
Updates for this issue

2022 Operation Santa
gift goals

Blankets - 240 (106% to goal)
Hat Sets - 180 (133% to goal)
 Books - 160 (124% to goal)

Special Thanks

jusmelʨcomcast.net
www.operationelvescommunity.org
venmo:ʨmelissa-stack-3
615-631-4920

You can reach me (melissa stack) at:

Let me know if you would like to add
anyone to our newsletter distribution. Go
out to our website to see more pictures
and back issues of the newsletter.

 The next issue will be in December.

2022 current gift count
Blankets - 255
Hat Sets - 240
Books: 199

Kathy G                      - Regina T 
Kathy B                      - Karen K
Mindy M                    - Jenny W                
Lisa L                          - Linda E
Beverly N                   - Joy A
Alan H                        - Barbara O
Don ʩ Suzie M         - Jean S

A big shout-out to individuals who have
contributed to this year's goal in the past
two months!  A special thank you to:

OPERATION ELVES 
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How Can You Get Involved



HITTING THE ROAD
Oc i]Z 1hi d[ OXidWZg, lZ l^aa "]^i i]Z gdaY".  WZ ]akZ hd bacn Ydcai^dch i]^h nZag i]ai lZ ]akZ id
jhZ a W^\\Zg iga^aZg!  

Td \d [gdb Nah]k^aaZ TN id Fagb^c\idc ME ^h aeegdm^baiZan a 22-]djg acY 31-b^cjiZ aYkZcijgZ. 
 HdlZkZg, ^i l^aa ia`Z jh a a^iiaZ adc\Zg.

1hi Side - Iaa^dc NY
WZ ]akZ dcZ hide ^c NY id e^X` je hdbZ bdgZ Ydcai^dch.  T]ac`h id i]Z ]agY ldg` d[ L^cYa E, lZ l^aa
WZ e^X`^c\ je 4 WdmZh i]ai l^aa WZ [^aaZY l^i] ]ai hZih, Wdd`h, acY hdbZ XdhbZi^X hjeea^Zh [dg iZZca\Z
\^gah.

2cY Side - Fagb^c\idc ME 
HZgZ lZ l^aa Ygde d[[ a ba_dg^in d[ djg iga^aZg adaY.  WZ l^aa WZ bZZi^c\ Aagdc acY Ac^hha [gdb i]Z
Fagb^c\idc Ea`h id ]acY dkZg aaa i]Z Ydcai^dch lZ ]akZ XdaaZXiZY.

3gY Side - W^aidc ME
HZgZ lZ l^aa aXijaaan hide ai ild adXai^dch.  T]Z [^ghi l^aa WZ id i]Z WMCA (WZhiZgc Ma^cZ
Cdbbjc^in AXi^dc) dg\ac^oai^dc l]ZgZ lZ l^aa YZa^kZg Y^aeZgh (i]ac`h id a Ydcai^dc [gdb Cagda^cZ
S) id ]Zae cZl bdi]Zgh ^c cZZY.

Ojg hZXdcY hide l^aa WZ id i]Z 2cY \gaYZgh ai BajZ H^aa AXaYZbn hX]dda.  HZgZ lZ l^aa han "]^" id
i]gZZ 2cY \gaYZ XaahhZh l]d agZ a YZa^\]i.  Sd bjX] ZcZg\n acY hd ZmX^iZY id ]akZ k^h^idgh.  WZ l^aa
X]ZX` ^c dc ]dl i]Zn agZ Yd^c\ l^i] i]Z^g "D^\\^in Dd\ Bdd`XajW".

OcXZ lZ ]akZ YZa^kZgZY aaa d[ djg \ddY^Zh,,.... lZ l^aa hiagi id ba`Z djg _djgcZn WaX` id TZccZhhZZ. 
 Bji cdi WZ[dgZ k^h^i^c\ l^i] djg [ab^an acY [g^ZcYh je Ndgi], XdaaZXi^c\ hdbZ NZl Ec\aacY aeeaZh
id Wg^c\ ]dbZ, acY dcZ hide ai i]Z C]g^hibah TgZZ S]deeZ.

Ic djg cZmi ^hhjZ, lZ l^aa WZ hjgZ id h]agZ e^XijgZh [gdb djg aYkZcijgZ acY h]agZ i]Z [^caa Ydcai^dc
a^hi.  Ic i]Z bZaci^bZ, lZ l^aa WZ \Zii^c\ hiagiZY dc cZmi nZag'h Ydcai^dch .... I l^aa WZ ldg`^c\ dc
Waac`Zih ah lZ Yg^kZ je Ndgi]!
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""Nd aXi d[ `^cYcZhh, cd baiiZg ]dl
hbaaa, ^h ZkZg lahiZY" AZhde 

BLOO & MeO SWacN 
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